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TO TOE MOST ^OBU 
GEORGE GRANVILLE LEVESON GOWER, 

MARQUIS OF STAFFORD, K. G. &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

TfiJ^ dedjication of a Work, 
which coQsi^U chi^y of materialsi interesting 
to curiosity and subservient to useful cri- 
ticism, will not, it is hoped, be thought ob- 
trusive. What respects the reformers of 
our language, and the fathers of our poe» 
try, may be inscribed, I trust, with abso- 
lute propriety, to him who is the friend of 
Literature and the head of the. illustrious 
House of Gower. To these motives of thus 
addressing your Lordship, must be added 
the wish of gratitude to acknowledge benefits 
received. From your Lordship's Manuscripts 
many of these materials, by your permission,^ 
have been copied. While I have this oppor- 
tunity to own publickly so important an obli- 
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DEDICATION. 

gation, I am proud to record it as an addi- 
tion to various acts of kindness from your 
Lordship towards me ; and I have the honour 
to subscribe myself, 

with the most grateful respect. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's much obhged 
and fiuth&l servant, 

HENRY J. TODD. 
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ERRATA. 

Page vi» line 10, read vfith thou to which &c. 

- 109, — 9, for talbot read a gower, i. e. a wolf-dog, 
— — 1 46, — 6, read no man 

147, — 2, read He bad 

217, — 15, rezd Forshronke 

314, 

316, 



I 



^_ , for 1554 read 1553, 
323, 

324, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The following Illustrations, it is hoped, wiU 
gratify the lovers of our early literature ; and 
may perhaps afford some little assistance, in 
their researches, to those who are intent upon 
further investigation of it. A minute account 
of the authentick documents, which form this 
collection, will naturally be expected. Such 
therefore I will give; together with some rfe- 
marks pertaining to the subjects, which each 
division of these Illustrations severally ex- 
hibits. 

I. Of these the first, and most considerable, 
is the entire Manuscript of Francis Thynne ; 
entitled, Animadversions vppon the Annota- 
dons and Correct ons of some Imperfectones of 
Impressones of Chancers Workes {sett downe 
before tyme and nowe) reprinted in the yeri 
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11 INTRODUCTION. 

of our Lorde *1598. This document be- 
longs to the fine collection of curious and 
important Manuscripts, which had been form- 
ed at Ashridge by Lord Chancellor EUes- 
mere and his descendants, more particularly 
the first and second Earls of Bridgewater ; 
and is now in the possession of the Marquis 
of Stafford ; the collection having been be- 
queathed to him by his uncle, that great but 
unassuming benefactor to his Country, the 
late duke of Bridgewater. 

That Thynne had communicated some re- 
marks to Speght, before a second edition of 
Chaucer's Works was published by the latter 
in 1602, is obvious from the address of 
Speght To the JRcader^ when that edition 
made its appearance. ^' After this booke 
was last printed, I vhderstood, that M. 
Francis Thynn had a purpose, as indeed he 
hath, when time shall serue, to set out Chau- 
cer with a Coment in our tongue, as the Ita- 
lians have Petrarke and others in their lan- 
guage. Whereupon I purposed not to meddle 

* This edition of Speght UBually heare, in the title-page« 
the date of 1597; but is described by others, as well as 
Thynne, to have been a publication in 1598. It was pro- 
bably published in the January, February, or March ori597, 
that is, 1597-8. 
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IHTBODCCriOK. ill 

any further in thb work». although some, pro* 
mise made to the contrarie, but to leferr^ all 
to him» being a gentleinao for that, purpose 
inferior to none, both in regard of his owa 
skill, as also of those helps left. to him by hid 
fathen Yet notwithstanding, Chaucer now 
being prinied agaihe^ I was willing not only 
to helpe some imperfections, but also to addfc 
soxAe things:. WkereunUk he did n^ onfy 
persuade mCj but most kindly lent me kk 
helpe and direction. By:t^is meanes most 
of hif [Chaucei^s] old words ard restored ; 
Prou^rbes and Sentences marked ; such Notes 
as were collected, drawn into, better order; 
and the text by old copies corrected/' . ^ . 
I The preceding JEl.xtiia9t^ at \first sight, 
fnight lead usto suppose^ that the Mahusciipt 
tff Thynne could exhibit nothing but what 
had been communicated to Spegbt, and coo- 
^ikhtly what had already appealed in his 
iiftproVed* edition. \ . But this :. is : i^ot ^ hi^t 
Of the. points, discussed ta Thyione'ft tAm- 
mddversions, few are fipiuiMi .iii' Speght's' iie- 
Impression, which are atC0om|Htnied with die 
elaborate disquisition here given; and several 
are not foimd at aU* lAdtod in the Glossary 
of Speght, under the word harrold^ not only 
that curious illustration which is here be- 
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IV iktroduction: 

stowed upon it» will be sought for in vain; 
but the reader is dismissed with a brief ex- 
planation, and with this notice from Speght 
himself: " But more hereofj when time shall 
seruej in M. F. Thin's comment/' Gloss. 
<edit. 1602* Other instances of this descrip- 
tion might be cited. The reader may sa- 
tisfy himself by a comparison of passages in 
the Animadversions, whether critical or bio- 
graphical, to which they apply, or were in- 
tended to apply, in Speght's edition. 

The value of Thynne's Manuscript, thus 
exemplified, is further shewn in the interest- 
ing description which it offers of The Pil- 
grim's Tale. Here again I must introduce 
the words of Speght in his Life of Chaucer ; 
where he excites in the reader an expectation 
which hitherto has not been gratified, and 
-has directed the critick to pursuits which 
have not ended in success: ^^ M. William 
-Thynn, in his first printed booke of Chancers 
works with one columbe on a side, had a 
tale called the Pilgrim's tale, which was 
m^re odious to the Clergie than the speach 
of the Plowman. The tale began thus: In 
Lincolneshire fast hy a fenne : Standeth a 
religious house who doth it ^€iine.«— The ar- 
gument of which taky as also the occasion 
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IKTtODUCTIOt^* V 

thereof y and the came why it was left out of 
Chancers works, shall hereailer be shewed, 

-if. God permit, in M.Fran. Thyns coment 
upon Chaucer; and the. Tale itselfe pub- 
lished, if possibly it can be found/' The 
argument i occasion^ and cati#e, thus speci- 
fied, are in this Manuscript minutely exhi« 

>bited. But I .will consoler Mr. Tyrwhitt's 

.reasoning on the extract just cited fropi 
Speght 

• " It must be allowed that this description 
of Mr. *Thynne's first edition, with one co- 
lumbeon a Me and a tale called The J^iJr 
grim's TaUy does not suit the edition printed 
by Godfray, which is in two columns, and 
has no Filgrim's tale: but I observe that Mr. 
Speght does not pretend to have seen this 
book; he even doubts whether the tale 'can 
he found. If therefore I should be able to 
prove that the tale which he speaks of could 
not possibly be in Mr. Thynne's first edition, 
J presume no great stress will be laid upon 
the other part of his evidence, in which he 
supposes that edition to have been printed 
with only one column on a side. — It appears 

. very strange at first sight that The Plough* 

* Mr. W. Thynne, th,e fisher of F. Tbynne. 
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VI ^rKonvctticm. 

rtiatf s f Ate (according: to Leldind) ^sfaodSkl 
iiave'beeiil' suppressed in Mr. Hsynne's edit 
qiltii thatd^ sdcerdotum ^mbtes vehemelitir rM« 
er)ipabit^ w\& that ite should bave inaerted 
this Pilgfito's Tale, \rbich a^Mr. Speghtlieib 
Us Was ^U ^&te odious to the clergki A 
f^' y^fg'^tiftef, 'Wll6if!< tbe reformatiim.^riis 
ftiVth^fv^i^eed/itl 1543, The Plinighmanis 
Tiik iii'}^seFtedaifil6figClMUcel<S Wqi^ 
The Pilgrim's Tale is suppressed! Bitt: there 
\i')S^ ddd^bn torins^t b^tf th^ser JicDe^ im* 
polal)iriti«6. Thdttgh Mr: Spegl^t did tlot 
ki«[># \^h«)-e t5 fihdThePiignm'tlkle^MMid 
tli«' ^]jlt6Y tif <lie edit, id ' l68]^Bteate8-^us 
tltatc lie had searched for \i in. th^ pdbUck 
• librdfie§ of bdtii UfiiVersities, and aim in all 
{jrivdt^ libr^rie^ that he could hate aecete 
Ufltbt I have bad lihe' go6d'fo!)tUQe.vtO'imeet 
with a ' *co>y ; it 'is erititlcfd Tht BUgfymts 
Tale^ arid begins thti^; 

«* " Thi eo'iJy bf i«rh}ifc^t ipAi U 4n «* ^tiSk hU^ and 
itethi to have odc£ . mde/|^rt of a. iolame of- mfMHaneous 
poeDM in S?a.. :Theirit leaf it ncimbeted xsxi^^and the laal 
xlv. The Pilgrim's Tale begins about the middle of foL 
zxxi. and continues to the end of the fragment, where it 
brea([8 off imperfect The fi^t leaf has i rutming Me^^Venu^ 
The Court (2^-«and contains the ten last lines of one poem» 
and another whole poem of twenty lines, before The PH* 
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iMTRODUCnOK. Wl 

In LinoolneBhyr, hat by the fene, 
Ther ttant an howt, and you yt ken. 
And callyd Sempynham of religion. 
And is of an old foundation, &c. 

There can be no doubt, I think, that this i^ 
the piece of which Mr. Speght had receivec) 
some confused intelligence : it seems to have 
been mentioned by Bale among Chaucer's 
Works in the following manner, Narratianes 
diversoruniy lib. i. In comitatu Lincolniensi 
fuit.-^Script. Brit. p. 526, edit. 1559- But 
it is impossible that any one who had read i); 
should ascribe it to Chaucer ; he is quoted in 
it twice by name, foL 33, and foL 45, and 
in the latter place the reference seems to be 
made to a printed book. The reader shall 
judge — 

He aayd he dunt not it diicloie. 

But bad me reyd The Romant of the Rote, 

The tkred £nif<; just from the end. 

To the tecund page ther he did me lend. 

He prayd me these vi stayia tot to marke. 

Which be Chaucer's awn hand waike. 

% Thus moche woll our boke sygnify 

That while Peter hath martery, &c. 

grim's Tale. — This curious fragment wai purchased at the 
auction of Mr. West^s library, in a lot (No. * 1040) of mmdry 
fragmenii qf old black-letier books, by Mr. Heibert of Gul- 
stones Square, who Tery obligingly permitted me to examiie 
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Then follow four more lines frcMn Chaucer's 
R. R. V. 726s — 6, ed. Urr. It is not usual, 
at least, to cite MSS. by the kafe and the 
page. But if this citation was really made 
from a printed book. The Pilgrirns Tale 
must have been written after Mr. Thyhne^s 
edition, for Chaucer's translation of The Ro- 
mant of the Rose was first printed in that 
edition. Another passage will fix the date 
of this composition still more clearly. In fol. 
xxxix, xl, are the following lines ; 

Fifrkinwerbik and Jak fttrarw 

^d new of late cmr cohler the dawe. 

One would not expect to find any mention 
ofPerkin Warbeck in a work attributed to 
Chaucer ; but, passing that over, t thdnk it 
is plain, that our cohler^ in the second line, 
means the leader of the Lincolnshire rebels 
in 1536, who, as Holinshed tells us, p. 941, 
called himself Captame Cohler ^ but was in- 
deed a Monk, named doctor Mackarell. The 
Pilgrim's Tale therefore was not written till 
after 1536, and consequently could not pos* 
sibly be in Mr« Thynne's fir»t edition^ which 
WM printed at latest in 1532/'— Some tsf 
these doubts and suppositions of Mr. Tjrr-i 
whitt are dispersed into air, by the perspi* 
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CU0U8 statepient of Francis Thynne, i^ this 
Manuscript, respecting his father's la^hours, 
and thf3 composition called The Pilgrm'9 
Tale, Nor has Mr. Tyrwbitt been fortunate 
in shewing that, where a Bacheler who danpes 
with Franchise, in the Romaunt ^f the Rosat 
is s^id to resemble the lordes sonne ofWynd»r 
iforey '^ a compliment seems intended to the 
ypung princes in general, ratheif thw tp any 
particular son of E-dwiard III, who isj certainly 
meant by the lord qf Wind»w ; tbpugh ia 
the French it is simplyt H semblpit estre 
fiU de Roy*/* For here again tha Manu- 
script of Thynne overturns the pretended 
§impl^ statepi^pt of the French erigine], and 
vindicates* the literal accur^y pf Chftucej'^ 
d^signatipn. Mr. Gpdwin's iiiference, da*- 
duced &pm Mr. Tyrwhitt's 4S9ertion*f-, falk 
9ecordipg}y to the grouad- 3ut I will not 
^ticipate too largely the epntents ^ thi^ 
most interesting document. 

Whether Thynne's Letteff in its prment 
form and substance, waa conveyed to Speght^ 
mnnot wvf be ascertained. If it wast Speghc 

* At the conclusion of Mr. Tyrwhitt't Notes on the Can- 
terbury Tales. 

t Godwin's Life of Chaucer, cIlxxit. 

b 



Digitized by 



Google 



X INTRODUCTION. 

neglected to avail himself of much service- 
able aid ; if it was not, Thynne may be sup- 
posed to have still entertained the design of 
publishing a commentary on the poet, and 
consequently to have given Speght only such 
partial information and correction as we find 
in his edition. I am disposed, however, to 
think that the letter was received by Speght ; 
and that the concealment of several circum- 
stances in this Manuscript may be attributed 
to his indifference or want of judgement, ra- 
ther than to Thynne's supposed intention* 

Of Francis Thynne, and of his works, the 
reader will find an ample account in Antony 
Wood's History of Oxford Writers; where 
the historian, having recorded the numerous 
labours of this eminent antiquary, relates 
that "*he [Thynne] had several Notes on^ 
and Corrections ofj Chaucer s Works lying 
by him ; with the helps of which, he did in^^ 
tend to put out that author; with a com- 
ment in our Elnglish tongue, as the Italians 
have Petrark and others in their language. 
But he having been taken off from that good 
work J he did assist Tho. Speght of Cambridge 

* Ath. Ox. Vol. i. Art F. Thymic, edit. 1691. coL 
319. 
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INTRO^UCTIOK. Xl 

with his noted and directions, as also with 
oonsidensbble mat^ials for the writing Chau* 
cer's Life/' Francis Thynne was the oHicer 
in the College of Arms» distinguished hy. the 
title of Lancaster Herald. He died in I6IL 
His time appears to have been usefully em* 
ployed in several departments of literature* 
Of his compositions Heame has largely avail- 
ed himself in his ^^ Collection of curious dis« 
courses^ written by eminent Antiquaries on 
several heads in our English Antiqiuities, and 
now *^r«t published chiefly for tibe use and 
service of the young Nobility and Gentry of 
England/' in 1720. I may not omit men«- 
tioning, that, in the same Library, which 
now preserves his remarks on Chaucer, is a 
manuscript volume, in quarto, of Thynne's 
unpublished Epigrams and Emblems ; dedi* 
cated also to Lord Chancellor Rltownere, 

* These are Ike ditcounes of Frnicis Tbynnej nz. 

No. 2. Of MerVng moneys 

No* 8. Of vhat«Qliquky Aires urere in Eiylaml. 

No. 13. Ofthe antiquity and etymologie of terms and 

times for the Administration of Justice in 

England. 
No. 25. Of the antiquity of the Houses of Law. 
No. 46. Of the dutye and office of an Heraulde of 

Annes. 
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II. This division of the Illustrations con- 
tains two documents; the first of which 
is the Will of Gower, and is of importance 
in respect to the history of his life. We 
have hitherto been told, * that we possess 
no materials for the biography of this dis* 
linguished character ; that probably he was 
well born; that obscurity, however, hangs 
over his origin ; and that an indirect proof 
of his wealth may indeed be drawn from 
the munificence of his conduct to the mo- 
nastery of St. Mary Overies. To these 
specimens of cautious recital may be added 
the pretended date of Gower^s death in 
1402 of 1403. The Will, which we are 
now considering, is dated in 1408 ! If the 
knowledge of this curious document had 
never passed from the Registry, in which 
it is recorded ; to impute blame to those, 
who have faithfully followed the authority 
of -f- preceding writers, in whom confi* 
dence may rarely be misplaced, might 
seem fastidious. But since it appears that 



* Ettb's Specimens of the Early English Poet0« vol. L 
ch. vii. Godwin's Life of Chaucer, ch. xvii. 

t Tanner, Bib. Brit Hib. Warton, HisL Eng; Poet 
Edmondson, Baronagium Genealogicura^ &c. 
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iKnoDucnoK. xiu 

the Will of Gower was published in a *work^ 
anteriour to Specimens of the Early English 
Poets by Ellis, to the Bibliographia Poetica 
by Ritson, and to the Life of Chaucer by 
Godwin ; in a work, I may add, which is an 
honour to the individual M'ho composed it, 
and which, in matters of antiquarian re- 
search, more particularly in those respecting 
biography, ought to be overpassed by no 
one : since this, I say, is the case, the con- 
tinuation of mistake can no longer be de« 
fended, and ingenuity must be somewhat 
puzzled to excuse the neglect of Mr. Gough's 
Sepulchral Monuments. 

The Will is recorded in the Register of 
Archbishop Arundel; which is preserved, 
among other archiepiscopal records, in the 
Library at Lambeth Palace. The copy of 
it, printed by Mr. Gough, is correct; but 
wants part of the grant of administration to' 
Agnes, the wife of Gower, which is now 
added. 

Before I offer, from this document, di^ 
red proof of Gower's wealth; 1 think it 
riffht to notice the remark that he was well 

^ The Sepulchral Monuments of Great Britain^ by Ri^ 
chard Gough, Esq. Centor. zv. 
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baruy in order more fiiUy to illustrate the 
opinioti, stated by Mr. Eilis, that Gower, 
Ghaucer, awl Hoccleve, all of whom received 
tiieir education at the Inns of Court, were of 
noble origin. This opinion derives weight 
from Sir John Fortescue's Treatise De Lau- 
dibus Legum ArtglitB^ where^ in the forty- 
ninth chapter, he says, " Quo fit, ut vix 
doctuB in legibus illis reperiatur in regno qui 
mm sit nobiUsy et de nobilium genere egres-- 
^%a. In his reverk bospitiis, ulttk studiiim 
legum, est quasi gymnasium omnium morum 
qui Bobiles decent. Ibi cantare ipsi addis- 
cunt, similiter et se exercent in omni genere 
harmtmice: ibi etiam tripudiare^ ac jocos 
singulos nobilibus convenientes, qualiter in 
dom^ regid txtrcere tohnt^ enutriti. Ita ut 
miKtes, barones^ alii quoque magnates et 
nobiles regni, in bospitiis illis pbnunt filios 
«uos/'— An old commentator on Fortescue 
«iys, that in Sir John's time " * none were 
admitted of the Inns of Court, but men as of 
bloud so of fortune ; since to live and study 
there was so chargeable, that a thrifty liver 

* Fortescutufl Illustratiis, or a Commentary on that ner- 
vous Trcatiae De Laudilms Legum Anglue, written by Sir John 
Fortescue, &c. By Edw. W«terhoiis, Esq. ft]. Lond. 1663, 
p. 527. 
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INTRODUCTION. XV 

there could not come off for less than 80 
esctiesj which I take not to be as Mr. MuL- 
caster makes it to amomit to, twenty marks ; 
but, casting the escues into those that are 
escue vieilj worth 7s. 6d. sterUng a piece, 
comes to near 30/. a year, which in that 
time was a good allowance, &c/' 

The preceding remark may be considered 
as a correction of what the author had else- 
where said, respecting the necessary expenses 
incurred by the students at those 9eminaries. 
^' * Anciently no man was capable of an entry 
there but a gentleman of arms and blood ; 
and Mr. Fern sayes, he has seen an alphabet 
about the end of Henry the fifth's time, in 
which were the names and arms of the house 
and family of all those who were members of 
an Inn of Court, who exceeded not the num* 
ber of 60, all gentlemen of perfect descents ; 
and Fortescue tells us, that in H. 6ths time, 
the Inns of Court had in them 200 or near ; 
and because the expense of living there was 
at least to every man 20 marks a year, ipsi 
nobilium jilii tantiim in haspitm iUi$ lege$ 
addiscunt" 

* Discottrte of Amw and Armory^ by Edw. Waterhout^ 
fiK|. Svo. Loud. 1660. p^ 131. 
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Having shewn that, instead of 20 marks, 
near 30 pounds a year would be requisite to 
defray their charges, the commentator t^Us us 
that the men <\f honour and worship^ who sent 
their children to the Inns of Court, added 
^' * to their convenient chamber decent furni- 
ture, rich apparel, different masters for every 
science, a full purse for every pastime, and a 
w^ll apparated servant to attend them, [which] 
e^haunsed the expence of their stay there; 
which they very willingly allowad to train 
^eir sons up to generous purposes of recrea- 
tiqn ftnd profession ; sinoe as they were the 
best of the nation that so placed them, so 
they, haying sufficient estates to defray the 
charge of their conspicuity, expended it on 
iheip. in their persons and equipage. For, as 
theq, none but men of estate entred them- 
selves 9>t the Inns of Court, s^, being there 
eptrod, none almost lived but with a servant 
tQ ^tend him when an under-bar student ; 
which was very comely and useful, if the 
a^fv^t were well chosen and proved well/' 

From this picture of education in the time 
of Gower and Chaucer, I pass to the con- 
sideration of Gower's Will. The date shews 

* Commentary upon Fortescue, p. 5^8. 
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US that he was living in the early part of 
1408. The probate of administration was 
signed on the 24th of October in that year. 
His bequests to the Prior, the Sub-prior, Ca- 
nons, and Servants, of St. Mary Overies ; to 
the four parochial Churches and their Incum- 
bents in Southwark ; and to several Hospi- 
tals ; bespeak his charity and piety, if not 
his wealth. But the legacy to his wife of 
one hundred pounds, of all his valuable 
goods, and of the rents arising from, his 
Manors of Southwell in the county of Not- 
tingham, and of Multon in the county of 
Suffolk; these, I think, undeniably prove 
that he was rich. From the appendage , to 
the probate of administration, dated the 7th 
of Nov. 1408, it appears also that he pos- 
sessed bona notahilia in several dioceses. In 
a word, from this document we learn new 
fects in the history of the poet, illustrating 
also, in some degree, the manners of the 
time, as well as his rank in society. 

The second article, in this division of the 
Illustrations, is the copy of a Deed preserved 
among the ancient records of the Marquis of 
Stafford. To this Deed, of which the local 
date is Stitenhamy aqd. the chronological 
1346, one of the subscribing witnesses is 

c 
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John Gower; who, on the back of the Deed, 
is represented, in the hand-writing of at least 
a century later, to be " Sr. John Gower the 
Poet/' I oflfer this Deed as presumptive 
evidence that Gower, the Poet, was indeed 
the person, whose attestation is recorded in 
it ; and abo that he was of the House of Sti- 
tenham. At the date of this Deed in 1346, 
Gower was upward of twenty years of age. 
This circumstance therefore cannot but coun- 
tenance such appropriation of testimony. 
Leland, Bale, Pits, and Holinshed, pro- 
nounce the Poet a Gower of Stitenham; 
though Francis Thy nne * questions their as^ 
sertions, and Caxton -f'says that he was a 
native of Wales. Later writers consider his 
extraction as involved in much obscurity^ 
Yet Edmondson, in his genealogical table of 
the Stitenham family :|;, places him in liie 
fourth descent of this illustrious House ; 
though indeed he § mis-states the year in 
which he died, and cannot be justified, I 
thinks in saying that Thomas Gower, his 

* Animadvernont^ in this volume, p. 23. 
t In the title of his edition of Gower's Confessio Amantie* 
1483. 
X Baronagium Genealogicum, vol. iii. tab. 254. 
§ See before, p. xii. 
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only son, wa,s goveraour of the castle of 
Mans in the times of the fifth and sixth 
Henries. Gower died iu Henry the fourth's 
reign. But no mention is made, in his 
Will, of any child. Yet Gower, as repre* 
sented to us in that document, was of too 
pious and considerate a temper to omit the 
notice of offspring, if, at the time when he 
bequeathed his considerable property, the 
endearing name of father belonged to him. 
Edmondson does not mention either name 
of the lady, to whom Gower was married ; 
the Christian name of whom, the Will, how* 
ever, records. Yet Glover in his Visitation 
of Yorkshire, preserved among the Manu- 
scripts in the * College of Heralds, *f- de- 
scribes this Sir John Gower (whom Edmond- 
son calls the Poet) as married to 9. lady, 
named not Agnes as in the Will, (who,, how- 
ever, might be his second wife,) but EUza^ 
bethj daughter of Sir Edward Sadbowrughe^ 
baron of the Exchequer ; by whom his issue 

* The College of H^alds containt no other materials of 
importance in reqpect to the history of Gower. It poiseaeet, 
however, an imperfect copy of the Confessio Amantii» in. 
manuscript; the gift of Henry, duke of Norfolk* in King 
Charles the second's time. 

t Glover^s MSS. Yoikshire, 2. D. 5. fol. 134. b. 
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enumerated are five sons, the second of whom 
is named John, and three daughters. I find 
no such person as EAw. Sadbowrughe among 
the barons of the Exchequer* The * mis- 
taken appellation of knightly rank, by which 
Gower is distinguished; and the confusion 
respecting his marriage and issue; ren- 
der therefore the derivation of his extrac- 
tion, as given by Glover and Edmondson, 
somewhat questionable. But the date of the 
Deed, which we have been considering; the 
age of Gower at the time ; and the place, at 
6( which the Deed is signed^ and to which it 
refers; all seem to justify the opinion that 
Gower was of the Stitenham family in York- 
shire. I should not omit to observe that the 
pretended place of Gower's nativity, Wales, 
which *f-Caxton had asserted, was not thought 
worthy of admission by Berthelet in his sub- 
sequent :{: editions of the Confessio Amantis, 
printed in 1532 and 1554. This implies 

* See Thynne'0 Animadvenioni in thu volume, p. 24. 

t See before, p. xviii. 

X Herbert implies that Berthelet bad admitted Caxton's 
aisertion in his edition of 1532, and expunged it in that of 
1554. Typogr, Antiq. vol i. p. 45. The Biographia Bri- 
tannica (Art GoW£B») pretends also that Berthelet's first edi- 
tion contained the assertion. But these are mistakes. In 
neither of Berthelet's editions will it be found. 
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suspicion, at least, of the credibility due to 

Caxton's unauthenticated mention of the 

poet's Welch origin. Nor can I find any 

solid- ground of support for Mr. Godwin's ^^^rrv{<'^^ '/-^^ <"^/^/^' 

conjecture, " that Gower was " * related to. 

Henry Gower, bishop of St. David's, who 

died in 1347 ; when our poet was upward of 

twenty years of age/' The proud tradition 

in the Marquis of Stafford's family has been, 

and still is, that he was of Stitenham ; and 

who would not consider the dignity of their 

genealogy augmented, in enrolling, among 

its worthies, the moral gower ! 

III. This division of the Illustrations con- 
tains An Account of some valuable Manu* 
scripts of Oower and Chaucer ^ which I have 
examined. To the antiquary and the critick 
this labour may perhaps be found of consi- 
derable service. It points out legitimate and 
hitherto unemployed materials for a new edi- 
tion of either poet. It interweaves some cu- 
rious circumstances, respecting generally the 
literature of elder days. Let me be per- 
mitted to hope, that there is no reader to 
whom this descriptive catalogue may not af- 
ford at least a gleam of amusement^ and that 

* life of Chaucer, ch. x?ik 
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there are several to whom the knowledge, 
thus communicated, of means by which dis^ 
puted passages may best be settled and an 
accurate text be formed, will prove a very high 
gratification. Additions to the list of ma- 
nuscripts, here given, no doubt, may be. 
made ; for neither time nor health have per- 
mitted that, in subserviency to this object, 
I should examine every manuscript colle^Hon 
in the kingdom ; an undertaking indeed very 
difficult, if possible, to be accomplished by 
any individual. Enough is here detailed to 
encourage in any one what was once the * in- 
tention of Johnson, and perhaps to assist in 
improving (I speak however with deference) 
what the learned Tyrwhitt has produced. 

IV. Important as a re^puUication of Gower's 
poetry might be, particularly as it respects 
the history of our language ; it is not, how- 

* See the Life of Johnton, by Sir John Hawkins, and by 
Boiwell; where, in the list of publications projected by that 
great man, is, " Chaucer ; a new edition of him, from ma- 
nnscripts and old editions, with various readings, conjectures, 
femarka on his language, and the changes it had undergone 
from the earliest times to his age, and from his to the pre- 
sent* With notes explanatory of customs, &c. and refer- 
ences to Boccace and other authors from whom he has bor- 
rowed; with an account of the liberties he has taken in telling 
the stories; his life ; and an cnct etymological glossary." 
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ever, probable that the work (to use a com- 
mon phrase) would be very popular. But, 
as Mr. Ellis observes, ^^ * although few mo- 
dern readers will be tempted to peruse a poem 
of more tlian thirty thousand verses, written 
in obsolete English, without being allured by 
the hopes of more entertainment than can 
easily be derived from the Confesno Amantis^ 
there are parts of the work which might very 
probably be reprinted with advantage/' 
Among these Mr. Elhs admits the Talt of the 
CasketSf which forms a part of this fourth 
division of the Illustrations; and which, with 
the extract here given from, another part of 
the poem, will interest the reader in Gower's 
behalf. To these selections I have prefixed 
the Preface, which is found in Berthelet's 
*f*two editibns of the Confessio Amantis; 
as it shews the great esteem in which Gower 
was then held, while it also ofiers some in- 
genious criticism on the work^ and aiFonls 
some notices of Chaucer also as well as 
Gower. • 

With the subject of the Cmfesrio Amaniu 
some readers of this volume may yet be unr 

* Specimens of Early Eoglith Poeti, vA i. 179, 
t In 15S2, and 1554^ 
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acquainted. To such I will offer from Mr* 
Warton a brief analysis of it. " *This poem 
is a dialogue between a lover and his con- 
fessor, who is a priest of Venus, and, like the 
mystagogue in the Picture of Cebes, is called 
Genius. Here, as if it had been impossible 
for a lover not to be a good catholick, the 
ritual of religion is blended with the breviary. 
In the course of the confession, every evil 
affection of the human heart, which may 
tend to impede the progress or counteract 
the success of love, is scientifically subdi- 
vided ; and its fatal effects exemplified by a 
variety of apposite stories, extracted from 
classicks and chronicles.'' But (to add the 
judicious remark of Mr. G. Ellis) *^ -f because 
example is more impressive than precept, the 
confessor illustrates his injunctions by a se- 
ries of apposite tales, with the morality of 
which our lover professes to be highly edi- 
fied; and, being of a more inquisitive turn 
than lovers usually are, or perhaps hoping 
to subdue his mistress by directing against 
her the whole artillery of science, the lover 
gives his confessor an opportunity of inci- 

* HUt of English Poetry, yoI. ii. 3. 

t SpecimeiM of Early Eng. Poets, voL i. 171^ 
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dentally instructing him in chemistry Uttd iii 
the Ari^x>teli»i fdiilosophy. At length, all 
the interest thtit he has endeavoured to ex^' 
cite^ by the long and minute details of his 
sufiferings and by manifold proofs of his pa^ 
tience^ is mther abruptly and unexpectedly 
extinguished : for he tells us, not diat his 
mistress is infiexiUe or faithless, but lliat he 
is arrived at such a good old age that the 
submission of his fair enemy would not have 
been sufficient for ensuring his triumph/' 

Through this learned and daborate work, 
the poet, as Mr* Ellis adds^ seems to have 
distributed all the oontelits of his common^ 
place book ; several of whicfa^ I cannot deny, 
are very opposite to sweet and honied sen^ 
traces. At the same time let it be reniSm<A 
bered^ that when considered in the charao* 
ter, appropriated to him by Chaucer, of 
tbt moral Gomer^ ^' * he always appears to 
advantage; is wise, impressive, and almost 
sublime/' The obscure and forgotten sources^ 
from which many of his tales are derived, 
Mr- Warton has successfully investigated. A 
branch of learning, popular in his time, and 
to which he was attached ; I mean, the study 
of romances ; is illustrated in the notes, which 

♦ Elli^ kc wl. i. 179. 

d 
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I have added, to this division^ from the cu- 
rious evidiences relating to the subject, which 
the manuscript libraries of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Marquis of Stafford 
have afforded. Information will here be 
found, which may serve to silence the * doubt 
of Ritson, and to confirm the *f* assertion of 
Warton, that the libraries of the monasteries 
abounded with romances. 

In giving Gower the precedence, as well in 
what relates to the manuscripts of his poetry 
as^ to the extracts which are made from his 
works, no one will suppose me influenced by 
any other motive than that of attention to 
chronological propriety. He was % born be- 
fore Chaiicer. Authors, both historical and 
poetical, in the century softer the decease of 
these poets, usually coupling . their names 
and describing their accomplishments, place 
Gower before Chaucer; not intending (for 
I cannot think so badly of their taste as to 
suppose that they preferred Gower to Chau- 
cer,) any precedence in respect to talents^ 
but merely the accustomed tribute due to 

* Metrical Romances, vol. i. ci. 
t Hirt. Eng. Poetry, vol. i. 81. 
X Ellis's Specimens of Early Eng. PoeU, &c. 
See also Fox's remaik io the next page. 
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seniority. To the poetical testimonies of 
Skelton and Hawes, cited in the title-page of 
this volume, might be added verses of an 
anonymous writer given by Speght in his edi* 
tion of Chaucer on the authority of Stow, 
and from Speght adopted by Urry. Histo** 
rical evidence presents itself in the observar 
tion of John Fox : " * As touching the tyme 
of Chaucer, by his owne words in the end of 
his first booke of Troylus and Creseide it is 
manifest, that he and Gower were both of 
one time; although it semeth that Gamer 
WM a great dealt his ancient; both notably 
learned, as the barbarous rudenes of that 
tyine did geve ; bo<li great ^f* friends together ; 

* Book of Martyrs, edit 15S3. vol. ii. p. 839. 

t These words are almost the same as those in Berthelet's 
Prefiice to Gower^s Confessio Amantis. See p. 142. The 
friendsbip of Gower and Chaucer, which has heen supposed to 
have commenced in their academical days, and is known to 
have continued undiminished ibr more than forty yean!, was 
dissolved before their dteth. The indirect sarcasm levelled by 
Chaucer against Gower, in the Prolog^oe to his Man of 
Lawes Tale ; and the suppression, in some Manuscripts, of 
the compUment paid hy Gower to Chaucer, in the Epilogue 
to his Conftssio Amantis; are considered as decisive prdoft of 
broken amity. See Tyrwhitt^s Introduct Disc. Cahteib.' 
Tales, §. xiv. Whatever was the cause of this disunion, it 
cannot but be deeply lamented, that two such men, " with so 
many pointo of sympathy/' as Mr. Grodvrin well observe^* 
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\^i^ ]« lik« kinde oi study logether occupy od ; 
lA mcj^-voring tbe«»9elve«» and empfeying their 
^mc^ tkat tbey , excelling wwy other in study 
fluhd enrobe of good letters^ did paase fortli 
their lives hMe right worshipfuUy^ and god* 
ly^ lo the ipvorthye fiwoe and covuDendation of 
theiir QMDie/' Fdx» I shctuld observe^ is led to 
^lirsk euWgium, on account of the disfeinguisb* 
«d learoing of G&ww and Chiaucer^ and of 
dte ovBmtfstRUt sendo* whidi their talents 
(ontfibuted to^vards the Refttvmatioiv ** This 
I fvn^nsaik^"^ aays the historian^ ^^ to see ^ 
i(tk lyk ^ the piiestsaand ckurgyemen of that 
t^mfir sewig t^se^ lay pevaoas shewed then^^ 
j|e)(Y49 in thfMie \b»Ab of Uheiall stndyes so in^ 
dustrious and fruitfully occupyed/' I shall 
have occasiop again to cite the remarks of 
FbXy in respect to what I shall presently and 
distinctly s^y qf Chaucer* In tbe meaqt 
twe,, I w^ giy^ Wftth/et proo^ 6cQia a ye«y 

" «i|A ^iCiAi ^ gmi^. a, miibrity of pvvsnkii; botklDKen of 
l^^n^; iK^h, nuiiiM ^iib. ta^t^; b<»lfe cuHmliKB aad m- 
ftneni qf 0Kii|; ni^ic^ t|pgws> at % liipi^ wboi io fev mindi tir 
kt(^ ^R9gV^ wWk OiKir qfi»^frtb»Dtiv» such Mo, «ftM 

nf|f4||pi|ip IfiaaapiRMA f h|^ cmhm to view ^clk qlb^ 
,;p0i ^ <yf <»<mHTOPiW. indtf^voe^. aa^.^uB^' Lift 
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curious work, of tbe chronoiogicat pTecttdenca 
9hewn to Ciower. It ooeun in a * Dialogm^ 
of the sixteenth century, betwem Medions 
ami Cmpino; in which a Vifiion of the Poeta 
U ingeniously detrcribed. ^^ I did bdwldo 
on the othei side the mne Mua^r with stiaagft 
inatrumentaea of Mosicke^ nttjrng mder tha 
hiUe PacMBUs, and Poetes sittyng vadec tha 
grene treoB^ wida laurell garlandei^ baacttte 
with eosea aboote their heada, hoirfng goldeit 
pcaanea in their faaiKka, as Horaei, Heaiodn^ 
Ettttius, &c wffityag veraaa of flondria kiiMlea* 
Adid KncaMfiMi sat tfaeve Tery high, neve toIo 
the^ cloudea, appnelied in purple, Ac* 

^^ And nete thm aatte old MimaU Gone^ 
with pleasaunte penne in hande, commend3mg 
honeste loue without luste, and pleasure with- 
out pride, holinesse in the Cleargie without 
hypocrisie,. no ^rauue in Rulers, no fidshode 
ia Lawievsf, no usane in Marcfaauntes, no 
rebellion in the Commons, and vnitie emong 
kyngdoms/' 

Afterwards, the character of Chaucer is 
thus quaintly exhibited: ^^Wittie Chaucer 

* A Dialogue both plemannt and.pielifuUt. wliePMii. i* ^ 
godlie regiment against the Fev«r P^sttlenoa^ &c Impr. ai 
London, i2nio. 1573. U. 1. To the Smder, signtd W. Bv^ 
lein. [Brit Mus. 7. B. a.] pagip. 17, IS,. 19^ 20« 
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satte in a chaire of gold covered with roses, 
writjng prose and rime, accompanied with 
the Spirites of many kynges, knightes, and 
feire ladies; whom he pleasauntly besprinkeU 
ed with the sweete water of the welle, con- 
secrated vnto the Muses, ecleped Aganippe. 
And as the heauenly Spirite commended his 
deare *Brigham for the worthie entombyng 
of his bones, worthie of memorie, in the long 
slepyng chamber of moste famous kinges; 
even so in tragedie he bewailed the sodaine 
resurrection of many a noble man before 
their time in spoilyng of Epitaphes, wherby 
many haue loste their inheritaunce, &c. And 
further thus he saied, lamentyng : 

Coueteoiu men do catche all that thei male haue. 

The felde and the flocke, the tombe and the graue ; 

And as thei abu§e riches and their graues that are gone. 

The same measure thei shall haue euery one. 

Yet no buriall hurteth holie men, though beastes them de- 

uour; 
Nor riche graue preuaileth the wicked, for all yearthly 

power/* 



* Nicholas Brigham, who^ in 1556, erected a new and 
sumptuous monument in Westminster Abbey to the me- 
mory of Chaucer. See Cough's Sepulchral Monuments. 
Brigham was a man of learning, and a poet See Wood's 
Ath. Ok. and Lambeth MSS. No. 1 106. 
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Having given these proofs of the priority 
usually observed, where the names of Gower 
and Chaucer are cited; I will not withhold 
an example, in which the precedence is given 
to Chaucer ; especially as it occurs in a ma- 
nuscript poem, the author of which has been 
inaccurately described by *Casley,' whom 
Ritson pretends to correct; and also by 
*f- Ritson himself. The Manuscript is now in 
the possession of Mr. G. Nicol, his Majesty^s 
bookseller. It contains, first, the poem of 
Hoccleve De Regimine Prindpis^ with an 
indifferent marginal portrait of Chaucer; and, 
then, the metrical translation of :|;Boetius; 

* Catalogue of MSS. of the Royal Library, 1734. 18. A. 
XIII. " A. M. T. Sev. BoeUiu, his 5 Books of the Com. 
fort of Philosophy : translated into English verse by John Lyd- 
gate, A.D, 1410." 

t " Walton, or Waltwnem, John, canon of Oseney, 
translated into English verse The hokt; qf contfort called in 
Latyn Boecius de caniolatiane philoMophie, &c. The transla- 
tion appears, from a manuscript copy quoted by Heame, 
Pref. in Camdeni Annales, p. cxxdii. to have been finished 
in 1410; conformably to another among the king^s MSS. in 
■which the work is said to be translated />frcape/lan»m Johan- 
nem, whom Casley mistook for Lydgate.'' Bibl. Poet. p. 39. 
But see the next note. 

X At the end of the translation is the following avowal : 
" Explicit liber Boecii de consolacione philosophic de latino 
in Anglicum translatus anno dni millesimo ccccx^. per Ca- 
pellanum JohannemTebaud alias Watyrbeche.'' 
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of which author, we must remember, Chau- 
cer had given a prose translation; so that 
we may consider the precedence, bestowed 
by this versifier of Boetius on Chaucer, 
as a proper mark of his grateful acknow* 
ledgment to Chaucer's having led the way 
in the business which he had undertaken. 

* I have herd tpeke, and iumwhat bare t teyn. 
Of dyren men that wondir anbiilj 
In meetre aumme, and summe in prose pleyn, 
TUft book baa trandatid tafficiently 
In to englissh tonge wol ay. 
But I moste me the wyttis that I havcu 
Hiougb I may not do ao ^ yet fortfay 
With help of God the lentence scbal I have. 

To Chawceer that was flour of rhetoryk 
In englyaah tonge, and excellent poete. 
This woot I wel, no thyng may I dp \y\L, 
Though so that I of makyng entermete ; 
And Goweer that craftily dooth trete. 
As in his booke of moralite : 
Though I to hem in- makyng am unmeete. 
Yet muste I schewc it forthe that is in me. 

Mr. G. Ellis, I should observe^ in his 
Early Specimens of the English Poets, con- 
siders the character and works of Gower 

* The fourth and fifth stanzas of an Introduction preceding 
the Prologue to this Trandation* 
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before thoae of Chaucer. The imitation of 
the Cmfea^io Amantis by Chaucer in his 
* Man of Lames Tale^ affords a convincing 
proof, says Ritson, *fthat Oower is a poet 
anteriour to Chauoer, though many of the 
latter's pieces happen to appear with a date 
earlier than his own. The fact is true ; but 
the argument by which Ritson supports his 
allegation, is false. He says, that Gower 
expressly calls Chaucer ^^ his disci]^ and 
poete;" for that, ^* in the flowres of his 
youth,'' he had made for his sake ^^ clitees 
and songea glade.'' This is a giievous blun- 
der : It is Venus, whom Gower describes, at 
the close of his Confe$sio Amaniisy claimiiig 
Chaucer a^ her scholar and her bard, and w 
having distinguished himself in her service by 
his literary compositions. 

V. In this division of the Illustratioiis^ I 
have presented, under the expectation dial 



^ Set alio tiie IHustratioiiB, in tfab volinne^ p. 10<^ 
107. 

t Metrical Romvictt, voi iii. pi 323. Dr. Jotma^n 
has offered a remark, that " he that reads the work$ qf Gcvter 
wilt find smooth numbers and easy rhymes, of which Chaucer 
ia suppostd to haye been die inventor ; and the French words, 
whetlier good or bad, <^ which Chaucer is charged as the 
importer." Intioduct Eng. iOictiontry. 
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they will be acceptable to every judicious 
reader, and as a specimen of the poet^s va- 
rious talents, The Prologue to the Canter- 
bury Tales J and The Flour e and the Leafe. 
To these I have ventured to subjoin remarks, 
intermixed with several which have been the 
fruits of researches successfully made by 
Warton, Tyrwhitt, and otliers. Nor in my 
own observations, I may humbly add, will 
some interesting circumstances of original in- 
formation be sought in vain. 

They, who are little acquainted with Chau- 
cer, will feel themselves obliged by this in- 
vit£i(tion of their notice to his celebrated Pro- 
logue. " * Chaucer^s vein of humour,"' Mr* 
Warton elegantly remarks, " although con- 
spicuous in the Canterbury TaleSj is chiefly 
displayed in the Characters [described in the 
Prologue] with which they are introduced. 
In these his knowledge of the world availed 
him in a peculiar degree, and enabled him to 
give such an accurate picture of ancient man- 
ners, as no contemporary nation has trans- 
mitted to posterity. It is here that we view 
the pursuits and employments, the customs 
and diversions, of our ancestors, copied from 

« Hiit of Eng, Poetry, vol i. 435. 
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the life, and represented with equal truth 
and spirit^ by a judge of mankind, whose 
penetration qualified him to discern their 
foibles or discriminating peculiarities ; and 
by an artist, who understood that proper se- 
lection of circumstances, and those predo- 
minant characteristicks, which form a finish- 
ed portrait. We are surprised to find, in so 
gross and ignorant an age, such talents for 
satire, and for observation on life ; quahties 
which usually exert themselves at more ci- 
vilised periods, when the improved state of 
society, by subtilising our speculations and 
establishing uniform modes of behaviour, 
disposes mankind to study themselves, and 
renders deviations of conduct and singula- 
rities of character more immediately and ne* 
cessarily the objects of censure and ridicule. 
These curious and valuable remains are spe- 
cimens of Chaucer's native genius, unassisted 
and unalloyed. The figures are all British, 
and bear no suspicious signatures of classical, 
Italian, or French imitation. The characters 
of Theophrastus are not so lively, peculiar, 
and appropriated.'' 

The happy and successful manner, with 
which Chaucer, as well in his Prologue as in 
other parts of his Works, attacked the care- 
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less fraternities of the church, has obtained 
him the rank of a religious reformer, and en- 
rolled him among our * ecclesiastical or the- 

' ^ Under this character he is expressly described^ (not 
without mis^terming him however, as others have mis-termed 
both him and Gower, a knight,) in the list of Oxford writers, 
prefixed to " Gabrielis Poueli, Ordovicis Britanni, Davidis 
F. Disputationum Theologicanim et Scholasticanim de Anti- 
christo, et ejus Ecclesia, Libri duo, &c/* Lond. 1605. 
Prsef. ad Academ. Oxon. p. 32, 

Under this character. also, the celebrated Henry Wharton 
has left in manuscript a sketch of Chaucer, which is preserved 
in the Manuscript Library at Lambeth, and was intended by 
him as an addition to Cave's Scriptores Ecclesiastici; although^ 
in the republication of Cave's work in 1.740, this Hisioriola 
of Chaucer (which is printed in the Appendix to the second 
volume) is given, but not correctly, to Archbishop Tenisoo. 
See MSS. Lamb. 956. The sketch is very elegant 

'* Vir extra controversiam doctissimus, Poetarum verA 
Anglicanorum fiicil^ princeps et parens ; tui sacuU ornament 
turn, inquit magnus ille Camdenus, extra omnem ingenii aleam 
positus, et Poetastros nostros longo post se intervalh relinquens. 
Sand is est, quem antiquis Latii Poetis non immeriio coc- 
ferre possemus, si aut saeculum aut linguam nactus esset fs^ 
liciorem; licdt id in Chauceri laudem haud panim cedat, 
quod tam rudi evo priscorum Poetarum veneres si non asse- 
cutus, saltem imitatus fuerit ; et horridiusculam lingus An- 
glicanse (qualid tunc temporis obtinuit) duriciem, carmine 
ligatam, amoeniorcm atque elegantiorem reddiderit Primus 
enim omnium linguae nostrati sordcs excussit, nitorem intulit, 
et largi vocum moiliorum aliunde invectarum supellectile 
ditavit : id operis pra&cipud in Poematiis suis condendis in 
* animo habuisse visus. Unde jure de eo Lelandus : 
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ological writers. The historian of the martyrs, 
whose tribute of commendation to the labours 
of Gower and Chaucer I have already cited, 
thus expatiates on the reUgious utiUty of 
Chaucer's Works. " But much more I mer- 
vaile to consider this, how that the bishops 
condemning and abolishing all maner of 
English bookes and treatises, which might 
bring the people to any light of knowledge, 
did yet authorise the Workes of Chaucer to 
remaine still and to be ocJcupyed ; who (no 
doubt) saw in religion as much almost as 

Anglia Chaucerum venerator nostra Poetam, 
Cui veneres debet patria lingua tuas. 

Neque solum principem apud conterriineos Poetas loci glo- 
riam tulit : ven^m etiaoi totum scientiarum, qui latd patet» 
circulum baud infeliciter confecerat Dialecticse ac Philo- 
sophise baud vulgariter perittw. Historian callentissimus. Rhe- 
tor satis venustus, Matbeseos non ignanis; in rdms denupte 
TTieologicis apprime venatus, de quihun acuti atque eruditi 
9<tpiiU disputat, Subtiliorem eCenim Scbolanun disciplinain 
prob^ noverat; casHoris auiem T^eologia 9tudio mdloi feri non 
tui temporis Theologos anUcdbdt, WiCLEFI dogmata ut pluri* 
ndm sccutus, et if\fw:atam acgenumam pietaiem teeiatus, Hinc 
graviares Eecleiia Romana niperstiHane* et arorcM accrbi tapidi 
vellicat ; corrvptom ineptinindi covmentu dkdpUnam ecelesiasti' 
cam lugct; Cleri luxurimn et ignatiam cagHgat; in Ordines auiem 
Mendicantet prqfectissimo Mque odio inoehiiur, quorum hj/po^ 
criiin, anUntionem, aliaque vitia turpistima, iUiquotiei datd operd^ 
mtUibi verb non oblatd qudvii occanone, acerrime inmetatur." 
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even we doe now, and uttereth in his workes 
no lesse, and seemeth to be a right Wiclevian, 
or els was never any ; and that all his Workes 
almost, if they be throughly advised will 
testify, (albeit it be done in mirth and co- 
vertly,) and especially the latter ende of his 
third booke of the Testament of Love : for 
diere purely he toucheth the highest matter, 
that is the Communion: Wherin except a 
man be altogether blind, he may espy him 
at the fill. Although in the same booke (as 
in al other he useth to doe) under shadows 
covertly, as under a visour, he subometh 
Truth in such sort, as both privily she may 
profit the godly-minded, and yet not be 
espyed of the crafty adversary : And there- 
fore the bishops belike, taking his works but 
for jestes, and toies, in condemning other 
bookes, yet permitted his bookes to be read. 
So it pleased God to blind then the eies of 
them, for the more commodity of his people, 
to the intent that, through the reading of his 
treatises, some fruit might redound thereof 
to his church, as no doubt it did to many ; 
as also I am partly enformed of certaine 
which knew the parties, which to them re- 
ported, that, by reading of Chancers Works, 
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they were brought to the true knowledge of 
religion/* 

Fox proceeds to lay great stress upon The 
Plowman's Tale^ as if it were the undoubted 
production of Chaucer. That it was not 
written by Chaucer, the minuter researches 
of modem criticism have * satisfactorily 
shewn. Enough, however, of that disposi- 
tion, for which Fox commends him, emi- 
nently displays itself in his genuine works. 

The text, which I have used in the Ex-, 
tracts from Chaucer's poetry, is -f- that pf 
Mr. Tyrwhitt in the Canterbury Tal^s; 

♦ Sec Warton's Hist of Eng. Poetry, and Tyrwhitt's la- 
trodiict Canterb. Tales. I take this opportunity of mentioning 
a rery curious.editioD, hitherto unnoticed^ <^the poem falsely 
attributed to Chaucer. It is of the duodecimo size, in the black 
letter, without date, and imprinted at London in Paules churche 
yarde at the sygne of the Hyll by Wyllyam Hyll. It is en- 
titled. The PUmunums tale campylkd by tyr Gejg¥ay Chaucer 
kr^hL I have compared with the poem as prhnted by Urry 
* forty or Bftyliqes, and I foundalmost as many variations between 
them. The colophon of this book i^ Thus endeth the hoke <^ 
ChaunteHnaye Tales. This rarity belongs to the Rev. Mr. 
Conybeare, the present Professor of the Saxon language in the 
University of Oxford. 

t See the grammatical and metrical analysis of the first 
eighteen lines of the Canterbury Tales by Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
which deserves, as Mr. Malone has judiciously remarked, to 
be studied by every reader of Chancer, 
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and^ in the Fkmre aad Leafe, a text de^* 
rived from collation of the first and se- 
cond editions of Speght, and the edition 
of Urry. The text of Urry, as Mr. EllU 
has * observed, exhibits the measure of 
the verse more uniformly smooth and 
harmonious than it is found in the early 
printed copies. But this agreeable efiect 
being produced by unwarrantable interpola- 
tionSf changes, imd orobsions, (of which nu- 
merous instances might be given in this Httle 
poem,) I have followed the example and ad* 
vice of Mr. £ltis in reverting to the black 
letter editions. For these, he rightly adds, 
till SQme able Eiiglish critickt following the 
example of the admirable Tyrwhitt in the 
Canterbury Tales, shall have accurately re- 
formed from a collation of manuscripts the 
text of Chaucer's -f- remaining works, can 

f SpeciBieiiftoftheEa»1yEng;PoeU, to], i. 227. 

t What Mr. Godwin hat cfiered on this aulgect, deKnm 
particular attention. '* Tliore ia nothing more ardently to be 
lyitbed by tbe admirtn of Chaucjer^ tban that a correct and 
elaborate edition should be made of his vorlct; and that some 
of the §ame exertions should be spent upon illustrating them, 
whjchhaye of lat^ yfani l^^cn m Hberally employed upon the 
prodqctions of Sbakqpeare and }tfiiton« Mf. Tyrwhitt in* 
deed has taken much pains, apd in many instances to excel- 
lent purpose^, with the CatUerbuty Takt; but nothing can be 
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dlone be safely trusted, rade and faulty as 
they may appear. 

VI. I truBt that I am correct, in consider'^ 
mg what composes this division of the Illus^ 
tiftiobs, and to which I have given the title of 
Foei^mppbsed ta be written by Chaucer dur^ 
inghis imprisonment^ as a discovery of some 
iijdpoi^tance. The Poems aire extracted from 
two leoves preceding the beautiful Manuscript 
6f the Canterbury Tales, written in the fif-^ 
teenth century; belonging to the Marquis of 
Stafibrd. To <)dr most curious antiquaries 
thidy aris unknown. 

^r.Tbei imprisomnent of Chaucer is indeed 
lupoyed on his own autbority, though it is 
not. jacoompanied with a date. -* In bis prases 
composition, the * Testament of Love^ hA 

more miserable than the conditioo of the printed copiet of the 
rest of our aiUbor's ivories. — A vulgar judgement has been 
propagated 6y slothful and indolent persons^ that the Canter" 
buty Tales are the only part of the Works of Chaucer ivorthy 
the attention of a xnodern reader; and this has contributed to 
HheiWctched stat^,* in i^hich hi's works are still permitted to 
exist." Life of' Chaucer, ch. xii. 

• * The Y^stdment of Love, evidently an imitation of Boethius 
de conso!aiio7ie Philosophia, is 8upp<ysed by Mr. Tyrwhitt to 
have^befen begun by Chaucer Vif^r his troubles*, in the middle 
part of the reign of Richard U, and to^faatve been finished 
about the time that Gower ptibBshed his Co^femo Amantis, in 
llie 16th year of that reign ; or at le&^ to have h^^n then far 

. f 
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pathetically represents himself ^^ * witksse*: 
thoughtfully sightlesse lokynge, enduring his 
penauQce in tb$$ derk pri$anne^ [supposed 
by die biographers of the poet to mean the 
Toww of London^] caitiSbed fro frendship^ 
and aoquaiatauncet and forsaken of al that any 
worde dare apeke«'' Again* hesays: ^'-flhad 
richassesttffiMttndy toweivenede; Ifaaddig^ 
nite to be reveronoed in worship. Power mo 
thought that I had to kepe fro min enemies ; and 
me aemed Co dune in ^ory of renome.-*-firay 
of tho joyes is turned into his contrary: fiir 
richesse* now have I povertie; for dignitM»t 
now am I enpiruaned : in afeede of power* 
wretehednesse I aufiire; and* for glory of 
maome* I am now despised and foidiche 
hated." 

This confinement of the poet has been at- 
tributed to his baring been concerned in the 
afiair of John of Northampton. His descrip* 

advanced, at Gower meotiom it bj its title. Ace of Chaii» 
cer*! Woriu.-«-I incline to tlMsk (hat tfaia composition wm 
written during ki$ irmihki; and that Chaucer bad shewn it 
to Gower^ while their ftiendihip csiited. In ao«e Mwu- 
scripts of the Cmifiudo Amnniiig it most nol be fiwgoCten* th« 
very passage, which contpUments Chancer on account of hia 
Tettamau fif ld)V€s is withdrawn. 

♦Test.ofLofc, edit Urr.p^479« col. 2, 

t Ibid. p. 502. coL I, 
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UOBf in {tke TcBtameni of LaoCf of the pre* 
tooaai and modes of reMoning brought for- 
wBtd by the party he embraced, coincides, 
aajfrs Mr. QodwiD, ^^*in so maiqr particulart 
irtdi Wakingham^saoconnt of the prooeedings 
of John of Northampton, that it is ahnosfc 
im pio D iible to doubt that these woe the pro* 
ceedings in which the poet fomd himself so 
deepfy eatangled/' That the Teitament of 
Lmm^ wMch antbcDtieates the history of hiin 
domoot, was net irritten till after the close 
^ the year* 1386, may be gathered from a 
campanson of his own words with the date 
of the a]q)oi«tmeiits to sittttttioM, bestowed 
anbtfien^ of which he had beeo deprived. 
These were the offices of Comptroller of the 
Customs in ^ Port of London, andComp* 
trollcr 4i£ the StmaU Cnstosss; of which the 
fernmr wws '^bestowed on Adam Yevdely, 
and the ktlcr ea Henry Gtsons, in the De- 
cember of 1986. His own words are; 
^^^iHiy wofhtty godes ben laihche cfispente, 
and thou berafte out of dignitie of office/' 

* Life of Chaucer^ ch. '60. 

t Proved firom the Tower-Reooi^ both in this uid Aie 
following iiiitanoe> by Mr. GodwiB.' Life of Ohaucer, 
ch. 50. 

% Test €& Um ^ ^sa €tf«sr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xliv IMTXOBHOZIOV. 

But the date of his imprisonmeiit xmj^ 
without impropriety, be considered. aa Mone^ 
what anteriour to these depnvatioQS. Afthk 
period, -f-Vere, ElarLof Oxfoird, the feii^iuito 
of the king, exercised the mo0t unbounded 
authority; nor ceased to influence the nn-i 
happy Richard till at least towards the dose 
of the following year. 

In his confinement the poet, as Mr. .God^ 
win well remarks, ^^ % recollected his fqraner 
pursuits, the cherished visions of bis ^ happier 
days, and became again an, author ;*' alluding 
to his c<HQp6sition of the Tufament.of Love.* 
Nor is it ipiprobaUe that he was; forbidden, 
as Mr. Godwin adds^ ^' % the visite. of im 
friends; but by the magick power of fancy 
he called about him celestial visitants/' Such 
cheering visitation is indeed.}} avowesd in the 
first of the poems, contained injthis /divisioa 
of. the Illustrations. Tliis poem i. also, fre^ 
quently in the very words which describe 
similar feelings in ^e^Ttitamint of.Ijyve^ 

f Coninre all our hiftoriaiM^ under the yean 1386^ 1387« 
t Life of Cbaiicer^ cb. 50. 
. 4 iWd. 
Jl See the poenij p. 299. .; 

failbfiilly I belevyd 
That the rojct came, iron tbecekstjr^ place* . 
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^eplows tlie loes of comforts nrfaich had been 
enjojedy specifies the gloomy situation into 
which he was brought, and at the same .time 
consoles the -heart with religious sentiments; 
** Phrases also of pajrtircular and striking im^ 
port in other* parts of Chaucer's Works, ara 
found in ^his poem. The poem, • which 'fbl-* 
lows, presents resemblance likewise to the 
Testament of Love in ;its allegorical style ; 
for in the one he' amuses himself, in this fe- 
spect, with the name of Fere, as in the 
other with diat of Marguerite. This poem 
is certainly intended to implbre the as$is<^ 
ance of Vere. * To whom could the andior 
address himself with better prospect' of ob^ 
taiiiing restoration to. hberty,' than to • such 
a man ? ' And, considering' the* tifme^ and i al) 
die circumstances which I ihave ' stated, to 
whom may we imjjMite these ebii^positions bttfr 
to Chaucer?' ■ ,<.'.' 

tVIL The Gbsiary, which' forms tiiis divi- 
iMfti of the lUustratiooB, is founded, with gn^ 
titude, on that of Mr. Tjnrwhitt, as &r as re^ 
spe^cta what is extracted fitom Chaucer's Pro* 
logue to diei Canterbury Talcs, and the Flower 
and Leaf; yet not without occasional but re* 

*. Theie cerretponding sentimenU and phrases are exbi- 
bftfi uhd<* theW<if*c Poems, \ • ^ 
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spectM difierance of opiiuom and not with* 
out sone augini6iitAtion« The other Bxtraete» 
^yen from oar early Mrritera in this volume, 
present indeed words and phrases, or allusions 
to manners aad customs, though not numer- 
ous, which are not found in Chaucer. Of 
such die illustration has been sought by me 
from authentick soureea. 

Nor may the engrariags, ^bieh acooBbb- 
pany this work and are ramutely correct 
copies of what they represent, be unacceptt 
able to the loTera of Gower and C^ucen 
X^ portrait of Chaucer is copied from the 
^dAAUscript of the Canterbury TaloB, .bel<»ig^ 
i«lg to the Marquia of Stafibrd. Of GowerV 
monument in the Church c^ St. Saviour 
(^iiek formerly waa the Monastery: of St* 
Mai7 Oreriea) in Soui^wark, and of Chaa^ 
eet's lA the Abbey of Wes^kniinsterji I direct" 
ed the drawings to be taken on the tei^ctive 
spots. Of diese tombs die formef i haJ»i wit- 
nessed the kaat in^ui^y. Tbe latter is not 
that which Bertfai^t describes .asi exist^ iu 
159f , but that wiuck was erected to the 
poet^a memory ia 159& by Niebolaa Bff^^ 
ham« 

To the ]\f acquis of Stafford my th^jijb 
have been already te^ered.. It regains 
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that I should acknowledge the similar libe- 
rality of the Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
permitting me to make such extracts from 
his fine collection of manuscripts as might 
be subservient to my design. Of this oc- 
casion I avail myself gratefully to acknow- 
ledge also, what none have experienced in a 
kinder manner than I have from his Grace's 
usual generosity, the encouragement of a pre* 
late vigilant and zealous in the cause of lite- 
rature. 

While I claim the indulgence of the candid 
for any inaccuracy which I may have stated, 
and submit with cheerfulness to the judi- 
cious reader the authentick documents which 
I have collected ; however humble my labour 
has been, I shall always think that the time 
passed pleasantly, if not usefully, which was 
devoted to any illustration of those writers, 
by whom our language has been improved, 
and to whom our reformed religion is in- 
debted. 

HENRY J. TODD. 
FA.24, 1810. 
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TOTHB 
BIGBTB HONOBABLS HIS SIKGULSR GOOD LORDS 

SIR THOMAS EGERTON, KNIGHTE, 

LOXDE KSPBR OF THE GREATS SEALS AND MASTER OF 
THE ROLLES OF THE CHAUNCERYE. 

It was (ryghte honorable and my verye good 
lorde) one aunciente and gretlye estemed cus- 
tome emongst the Romans in the height of their 
glorye, that eche. one, accordinge to their abyly- 
tye or the desarte of his frende, did in the begyn- 
nynge of the monthe of lanuarye (consecrated 
to the dooble-faced godd lanus^ on the fyrste 
daye whereof they made electione of their cheife 
officers and magistrates,) presente somme gyfte. 
vnto his frende as the note and pledge of the 
contyhued and encresed amytye betwene them; a 
pollicye gretlye to be regarded for the many 
good effectes which issue from so woorthye cause. 
This custome not restinge in the lymyttes of 
Italy e, but spredinge with the Romans (as did their 
language and many other their vsages and lawes) 
into euerye perticuler countrye where theyr power 
and gouermente stretched^ passed also ouer the 
oceane into the litle worlde of Britannye, being 
neuer exiled from thence, nor from those whome 
cyther honor, amytye, or dutye doth combyne; 
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fFor whose cause lest I myghte offende in thebreche 
of .that most excellente and yet embraced custome, 
I thinke yt my parte to presente unto yo' Lo : 
suche poore newe-yeres ^fte as my weak estate 
and the barrennesse of my feble styll will per- 
mytte. Wherefore, and because Cicero afiirmeth 
that he whiche hathe once ouerpassed the frontiers 
of moddsty niust for euer' after bd impudente, 
(a grounde which I fynde fiilly veryfyed in my 
selfe, havinge once before outgonne the boundes 
of shamefastnesse iii pfresenting^ to y^' Lord- 
shippe my confused coUectOns and dJsbrSfered dis- 
course of the ChaimcelorSj) T ame noweT3ecome 
vtterlye impudente in not blushinge' to salute 
you agayhe (in the begynnynge of this newe 
yere) with my petye animadvers5ns vppon the 
anno^acdns* and correbtions deliuered by master 
Thomas Speghte vppon the' last editOne of Chan- 
cers Workes in the yere of oure redemptOiie 
1598; thinges (I confesse) not so answerable to 
yo' Lordshippes iudgment, and my desyre, as bothe 
youre desarte and my dutye doo challenged But 
although they doo not in all respectes satisfyeyoure 
Lordshippes expectac5ne and my goode will, (ac- 
cordinge as I wyshe they sholde,) yet I dobt 
not but yo' Lordshippe (not degeneratinge from 
youre former courtesye wontinge to accompaiiye 
all youre act5ns) will accepte these trifles from 
yo' lovinge wellwiller, in suche sorte as I shall 
acknowledge my selfe beholdinge and endebted to 
yd* Loidshippe for the same. Whiche T hope 
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yo' Lordshippe will the rather doo (with pardon** 
ynge my presumptione) because you haue, by 
the former good acceptance of my laste booke, 
emboldened me to make tryall of the lyke ac- 
ceptance of this pamphlette. Wherefore yf yo' 
Lordshippe shall receve yt curteous (and so not 
to discharge mee in my swete and studiouse idle- 
nesse) I will hereafter consecrate to yo' lykinge 
soome better labor of moore momente^anda higher 
subiecte, answerable to the excellencye of yo' 
iudgmente^ and mete to declare the fulnesse of the 
dutyfuU mynde and seruice I beare and owe 
vnto youre Lordshippe; to whome in all reue- 
rence I commytte this simple treatyce. Thus 
(withe hartye prayers comendinge youre estate 
to the Almightye, who send to yo' Lordshippe 
manye happye and helthfuU yeres and to me the 
enlarged contynuance of youre honorable favor^ ) 
I humblye take my leave. 

Clerkenwell Grene 

the XX of december 1599. 

Your Lordshippes wholye to dyspose^ 

FRANCIS THYNNE. 
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TRAKCIS THTNNb'S ANIMADVERSIONS. 

TO MASTER THOMAS SPEIGHTE 
FFRANCIS THYNNE SENDETH GREETINGR 

The industry e and love (master Speighte) 
whiche you hauc vsed, and beare, vppon and to 
oure famous poete Geffirye Chaucer^ deseruethe 
bothe commendat5ne and furtheraunce : the one to 
recompense your trauayle, the other to accom- 
plyshe the duetye whiche we all beare (or at the 
leaste^ yf we reuerence lemynge or regarde the 
honor of oure Country e, sholde beare) to suche a 
singuler omamente of oure tonge, as the Workes 
of Chaucer are. Yet since there is nothinge so 
fuUye perfected by anye one, wherein some im- 
perfectOne maye not bee founde, (for as the 
prouerbe is Bamardus, or as others have, Ala- 
fiTis nofi videt omnia,) you must be contented 
ta gyve me leave in dyscharge of the duetye and 
love which I beare to Chaucer, (whome I suppose 
I have as great intereste to adome withe my small 
skyll as anye other hath, in regarde that the labo- 
rious care of my father made hym most acceptable 
to the worlde in correctinge and augmentinge his 
Workes,) to enter into the examinatOne of this 
new editOne ; and that the rather, because you, 
with Horace his verse Si quid novisti rectius istis 
catuUdus imperii, have willed all others to further 
the same, and to accepte your labors in good 
c 
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parte ; whiche as I most willingly doo, so mean- 
inge but well to the worke, I ame to lett you vn- 
derstande my conceyte thereof, whiche before 
this, yf you wolde have vouchesafed my howse 
or have thoughte me worthy to have byn ac- 
queynted with these matters, (which you might, 
well have donne without anye whatsoeuer dyspa- 
ragem6nt to yourselfe, ) you shoulde have vnder- 
stoode before the impressione, althoughe this 
whiche I here write ys not nowe vppon selfe- 
will or fond conceyte to wrangle for an asses 
shadowe, or to seke a knott in a rushe ; but in 
frendlye sorte to bringe tnithe to lighte ; a thinge^ 
whiche I wolde desire others to vse towardes mee 
in whatsoeuer shall fall oute of my penne. 
Wherefore I will here shewe suche thinges as, in 
my opynione, may serue to be touched; not 
medlinge withe the seconde editione to an in- 
ferior personne than my fathers editione. was. 

Ffirste, IN YOUR forespeche to the reader, you 
saye secondly the texte by written copies correct- 
ed. By whiche worde corrected I maye seme to 
gather, that you imagine greate imperfectione in 
my fathers editione, whiche peradnenture maye 
move others to saye (as some vnadvisedly have 
sayed) that my father had wronged Chaucer. 
Wherefore, to stoppe that gappe, I will answer^ 
that Chancers Works haue byn sithens printed 
twyce, yf not thrice ; and therfore by oure care- 
lesse (and for the most parte vnleamed) printers 
of Englande, not so well performed as yt ought 
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to bee: so that of necessytye bothe in matter^ 
meter, and meaninge, yt must needes gather cor- 
rupt5ne, passinge through so manye handes; as 
the water dothe, the further yt runneth from the 
pure founteyne. To enduce me and all others to 
iudge his editione (whiche I thinke you neuer 
sawe wholye together, beinge fyrst printed but in 
one columne in a page, whereof I will speake 
hereafter,) was the perfectest, ys the emest desire 
and love my father hadde to have Chancers Workes 
rightlye to be publyshed. For the performance 
whereof, my father not onlye vsed the help of 
that lemed and eloquent knight and antiquarye 
S' Briane Tuk^, but had also made greate serche 
for copies to perfecte his Workes, as appereth in 
the ende of the Squier's Tale, in his editione 
printed in the yere 1543; but further had com- 
missione to serche all the libraries of England for 
Chancers Works, so that oute of all the Abbies of 
this Realme (whiche reserved any monuments 
thereof) he was fully furnished with multitude of 
Bookes: emongst whiche, one coppye of some 
parte of his Works came to his handes sub- 
scribed in diners places withe examinatur Chavr 
cer. By this Booke, and conferringe manye of the 
other written copies together, he delivered his edi- 
tione, fullye corrected, as the amendements vnder 
his hande, in the fyrst printed booke that euer 
was of his Works, (beinge stamped by the fyrste 
impressione that was in Englande,) will well de- 
clare; at what time he added manye thinges. 
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which were not before printed^ as you nowe haue 
donne some^ of which I arne persuaded (and 
that notwithoute reasone) the originall came from 
mee. In whiche hid editione, beinge printed but 
with one columne in a syde, there was the Pti- 
grymes Tale, a thinge moore odious to the 
Clergy e then the speche of the Plowmanne; that 
Pilgrimes Tale begynnynge in this sorte : 

In Lincobeihyre» fiiit by a fenne, 

Standet a relligious howae who dothe yt kenne, Sec. 

In this Tale did Chaucer most bftterlye eriveye 
against the pride^ state^ couetousnes, and exfoN 
cione of the byshoppes, their officiaUs^ arch* 
deacons^ vicars generalise commissaryes^ and oth6r 
officers of the spirituall conrte. The inventiohe 
and order whereof (as I haue herde yt related by 
some nowe of good worshippe both in courte and 
country e, but then my fathers clerkes^) l/99g, that 
one comynge into this relligious howse walked 
vpp and downe the churche, beholdinge goodlye 
pictures of byshoppes in the windowes ; at lengthe 
the manne contynuynge in that contempIati<>he^ 
not knowinge what byshoppes they werd ; a grave 
olde manne with a long white hedde and berde, 
in a large blacke garment girded vnto hytn, came 
forthe and asked hym what he iudged of ihoic 
pictures in the windowes; who sayed, be knewe 
not what to make of tbem> but that they looked 
lyke vnto our mitred bishoppes ; to whome the olde 
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father ^eplied^ yt Is true, tliey are lyke, but hot the 
fiamej for oure byshopp^s are farr degenerate from 
th^m; ahd; With that^ made a large discourse of the 
bishoppes and of their courtes. This Tale when 
kinge Henry the elghte had i^edde, he called my 
fdthef vnto hytti, sayinge, "William Thyrine, I 
doubt thisi Vrill Hot be allowed; for I suspecte the 
byshoppes will tall thee iri question for yt/' To 
whome niy &thei^^ beiiige in great fkuore with his 
prince, (as nlanye yet lyvirige canne testy fye,) 
^ayed, " yf your grace be hot offferided, I hope 
to be protected by you." Wherevppon the kihge 
bydd hym goo hb Waye and feare hot. All Vrhiche 
not withstahdinge, my father w^ called ih ques- 
tione by the byshoppes and heaved at by cardinal! 
Wolseye, his olde enymy6, for manye causes, biit 
thostly for that rtiy father bad ^herdd Skeltoh 
tb publishe his Collin Gloute againste the Car- 
dinall, the most p^iite of whlche Booke was com- 
j>iled in hiy fathers howse dt Erithe ih Kente. 
But for all my fathers frehdes, the Cardinalls per- 
swadinge auctorytye was so greate with the kinge, 
that thoughe by th6 kinges ftnor my father es- 
caped bodelye daunger, yet the Cardinall caused 
the kinge ^o muche to myslyke of that Tale, that 
Chaucer must be nowe printed and that discourse 
of the PUgrymes Tale lefte oUte; and so, beinge 
printed agayhe, soitte thinges wert forsed to be 
omitied; and the PUmrMm tale (supposed, biit 
vhtrulye, tor be itfade by olde sir Thomas Wyat 
father to hym Which6 was executed in the tivstt 
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yere of Quene Marye^ and not by Chaucer^) with 
much ado permitted to passe with the reste^ in 
suche sorte that in one open parliamente (as I 
haue heide S' lohne Thynne reporte^ being then 
a member of the howse, ) when talke was had of 
Bookes to be forbidden^ Chaucer had there for 
euer byn condempned^ had yt not byn that his 
Workes had byn counted but fables. Where- 
unto yf you will replye, that their coulde not be 
any suche Pilgrymes Tale, because Chancer in his 
Prologues makethe not mentione of anye suche 
personne^ which he wold haue donne, yf yt had 
byn so ; for after that he had recy ted the Knighte^ 
the Squyerj the squiers Yeomane^ the Prioresse, 
her Nonne^ and her thre Preists^ the Monke^ the 
Fryer, the Marchant, the Clerke of Oxenforde, 
Seriante at the lawe, Franckleyne, Haberdasher^ 
Goldsmythe, Webbe, Dyer, and Tapyster, Cooke, 
Shypmane, Doctor of phisicke, Wyfe of Bathe, 
Peisonne, and Plowmane, he sayeth, at the ende 
of the Plowmans Prologe, 

There ^raa ako a Here, and a Millcre, 

A Sumpnoure, and a Par'doner also, > 

A Manciple, and my selfe, there was no mo. 

All which make xxx persons with Chaucer. 
.Wherefore yf there had byn any more, he wolde 
also haue recyted them in those verses. Where- 
unto I answere^ that in the Prologes he lefte oute 
some of those whicbe told their Tales;. as the 
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Chanons Yeomane, because he came after that 
they were passed oute of theyre inne> and did 
ouertake them, as in lyke sorte this Pilgrime did ^ 
or myght doo^ and^o afterwardes be one of their 
fompanye^ as was that Chanons Yeomane^ al« 
though Chaucer taike no more of this Pilgrime 
in his Prologe then he dooth of the Chanons Yeo- 
mane; whiche I doubt not wolde fully e appere, yf 
the Pilgrimes Prologe and Tale mighte be re- 
stored to his former lights they being nowe loste, 
as manye other of Chancers Tales were before 
that^ as I ame induced to thinke by manye rea- 
sons. But to leave this, I must saye^ that in those 
many written Bookes of Chaucer, which came to 
my fathers hands, there were manye false copyes, 
which Chaucer shewethe in writinge of Adam 
Scriuener, (as you haue noted,) of whiche written 
copies there came to me after my fathers death 
some fyve and twentye ; whereof some had more 
and some fewer Tales, and some but two and 
some three. Whiche Bookes being by me (as 
one nothing dobting of this whiche ys nowe donne 
for Chaucer) partly dispersed aboute xxvj yeres 
agoo, and partlye stoolen oute of my howse at 
Popler, I gave diners of them to Stephen Bate- 
manne, person of Newington, and to diuers 
other; whiche beinge copies vnperfecte, and 
some of them corrected by my fathers hande, yt 
maye happen some of them to come to some of 
your frendes handes, whiche I knowe, yf I see 
agayne. And yf by anye suche written copies 
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you haue corrected Chaucer^ you maye as well 
ofibnde as seme to do good. But I iudge die 
beste; for in doubtes I will not resolue with a 
settled iudgmente, alAoughe you may iudge this 
tedious discourse of my father a needlesse thinge 
in setting forthe his diligence in breaking the 
yce, and gyvinge Hghte to others^ who may more 
easely perfecte than begyne any thinge : for 
facilius est addere qu^ inocnire. And so to 
odier matters. 

Under thb tytls of Ghaucsks familye, you 
seme to make it probable that Richarde Chaucer^ 
vinetener of Londone^ was Oeffiye Chancers fa- 
ther. But I holde that no more than that lohne 
Chaucer of Londone was father to Richarde ; of 
which lohne I fynde in the recordes in Dorso Ro^ 
tutor, patent.-^^^. de anno 90. Ed. L in the 
towre^ that kinge Edwarde the firste had herde 
the compleinte of lohne Chaucer of London, who 
was beaten and hurt, to the domage of one thow- 
sand pownde ; that some amountinge at this daye 
to three thowsande pownde;) for whiche a comis* 
sione went forthe to enquire thereof. Wherbye 
yt semeth that he was of some reckonynge. But 
as I cannot saye that lohne was father to Richarde, 
or hee to Gefiiye; so yet this much I will de- 
liver in settinge downe the antiquytye of the 
name of Chaucer, that his auncesters (as you 
well coniecture) ware strangers, as the etymon 
of his name (being Frenche, in Englishe signy- 
fyinge one whiche shooeth or hoosetfa a manne,) 
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dothe prove; for that dothe the etymon of this 
worde Chausier presente vnto vs; of which name 
I haue founde (besides the former recyted Johne) 
one Elias Chauseyr lyvingein thetyme of Henrye 
the thirde and of Edwarde the firste, of whome 
the recorde of pdlis exitus in the receyte of the 
Exchequier in the firste yere of Edwarde the iirste 
hathe thus noted: Edwardus dei gratia &c. Xt- 
berate de thesauro nostra Elie Chauseyr decern 
solidos super arreragia trium obulorum diur- 
narum quos ad vitam suam per litter as domini 
H. Regis patris nostri percepit ad scaccarium 
nostrum. Datum per manum Walteri Merton 
cancellarfj nostri apud Westm. 24 July anno 
regni nostri primo. With whiche carracters ys 
Geflfiy Chausyer written in the recordes in the 
tyme of Edwarde the thirde and Richarde the se- 
conder So that yt was a name of office or occu- 
patione^ whiche after came to be the surname of 
a famelye, as did Smyth, Baker, Porter, Bruer, 
Skynner, Cooke, Butler, and suche lyke; and 
that yt was a name of office apperethe in the re- 
cordes of the towre^ where he is named Le Chau- 
cer, beinge more aunciente than anye other of 
those recordes; for in Dorso Claus. of 10, H. 3. 
ys this: Reginaldus Mirifr*. et Alicia uxor eius 
attorriaverunt Radvlfum Le Chausier contra 
Johannem Le Furben et Matildam uxorem eius 
de uno messuagio in London: This Chaucer 
lyvinge also in the tyme of kinge Johne. And 
thus this muche for the antiquytye and significa- 
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tione of Chaucer, whiche I canne prove in the 
tyme of Edward the 4 to signyfye also^ in oure 
Englysh tonge> bootes or highe sJioes to the calfc 
of the legge; for thus hathe the antique recordes 
of Domus Regni Anglie> ca. 53. for the messen- 
gers of the kinges howse to doo the kings com- 
maundements; that they shalbe allowed for their 
Chauses yerely iiijs. viijd. But what shall wee 
stande vppon the antiquytie and gentry of Chau- 
cev, when the RoUe of Battle Abbeye afiSrmeth 
hym to come in with the Conqueror. 

Under thb title of Chaucers countryx^ you 
sett downe that some heraldes are of opynyone 
that he did not descende of any great howse; 
whiche they gather by his armes. This is a slen- 
der coniecture ; for as honorable howses and of 
as greate antiquytye haue borne as meane armes 
as Chaucer ; and yet Chaucers armes are not so 
meane eyther for color> chardge, or particion^ 
as some will make them. And where you saye^ 
yt semeth lykelye^ Chaucers skill in Geometrye 
considered^ that he tooke the groundes and rea- 
sons of his armes oute of seuen twentye and 
eight and twentye propositiones of Euclide's first 
booke ; that ys no inference that his armes were 
newe or fyrst assumed by hym oute of Geome- 
tricall proportions^ because he was skyllfuU in 
Geometrye : for so you maye saye of all the aun- 
cient armes of Englande, whiche consyste not of 
anymalls or vegetalls. For all other armes whiche 
are not anymalls and vegetalls^ as cheuerons^ 
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pales, bendes, checkes^ and suche lyke^ stande 
vppon geometricall proportions. And therfore 
howe greate soeuer their skyll bee, whiche attri- 
bute that choyse of armes to Chaucer, [they] had 
no moore skyll in armes then they needed. In 
the same title also, you sett downe Queue Isabell 
&c. and her sonne Prince Edwarde withe his newe 
maried wyfe retoumed oute of Henalte. In 
whiche are two imperfections. The first whereof 
ys, that his wyfe came oute of Henalte with the 
prince; but that is not so, for the prince maryed 
her not before he came into England, since the 
prince was onlye slenderly contracted and not 
maryed to her before his arryvall in Englande, 
beinge two yeres and more after that contracte, 
(betwene the erle of Henalt and his mother,) 
about the latter ende of the seconde yere of his 
reigne, though others have the fyrste; the so- 
lempnytye of that mariage beinge donne at 
Yorke. Besides, she came not ouer with Queue 
Isabell and the Prince, but the prince sent for her 
afterwardes; and so, I suppose, sayeth Har- 
dinge in his Chronicle, yf I do not mysconceve 
yt, not havinge the hystorye now in my handes. 
But whether he saye so or no, yt ys not materiall; 
because the recordes be playne, that he sent for 
her into Henalte in the seconde yere of his reigne 
in October, and she came to the kinge the 23 of 
Januarye foUowinge, whiche was aboute one daye 
before he beganne the thirde yere of his reigne, 
wherunto he entred the 35 of Januarye. And 
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for proofe of the tyme when and whome the kinge 
sente^ and what they were allowed therefore^ the 
pellis exitus of the Exchequier remaininge in 
Master Warders office hathe thus sett downe in 
the forthe daye of febniarye: Bartholomeo de 
Burgershe nuper misso ad partes Douor ad 
obuiandum JUiam comitis Hannanie—consorti 
ipsius Regis, &c. But this recorde foUowinge is 
most playne^ shewing both who went for her, 
the day when they tooke their joumeye towardes 
Henalte^ with the daye when and where they 
presented her to the kinge after their retome into 
Englande^ and the daye on whiche they were 
payed their charges, beinge the forthe of Marche, 
on whiche daye yt is thus entered in the re- 
cords of pellis exitus> Michaell. 3. Ed. 3. Bogero 
Couentry et Lichtfeld episcopo nuper misso in 
nuntium domini Regis ad partes Hannonie pro 
matrimonio inter domvnum Regem et JUiam 
comitis Hannonie contrahendo ab octauo die 
Octobris proximi preterito, quo die recessit de 
Notingham, ipso domino Rege ibidem existente, 
arripiendo iter suum predictum versus partes 
predictas usque vicesimum tertium diem Januarii 
proximi sequentem, quo die rediit ad ipsum 
Regem predictum apud Eborum in comitatiua 
JUie comitis Hannonie predicte vtroque die com^ 
putato pro cviij diebus perdpiendo per diem iij" 
yj' viij pro expensis suis. Thus muche the 
recorde, whiche confirmethe that whiche I go 
abonte to prove, that she came not into Englandi; 
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with prince Edwarde, and that he was n<^ maryed 
at that tyme, no^ not contracted^ but only by 
agremente betwene the erie and his mother. Next 
you seme to implye by a coniecturall argumente^ 
diat Chaucers auncesters sholde be merchants, for 
that in place where they haue dwelled the armes 
of the marchantes of the staple haue bin seene in 
the glasse windowes. This ys a mere coniecture> 
and of no valydy tye. For the marchantes of the 
staple had not any armes granted to them (as I 
haue bin enformed) vntill longe after the deathe 
of Chaucers parentes, whiche was aboute the 10 
or 13 of Edwarde the thirde; and those mer- 
chantes had no armes before the tyme of Henrye 
the sixte, or muchwhat thereaboutes, as I doubt 
not butwilbe well proued, yf I be not mysen^ 
formed. But admytte the staplers had then armes, . 
yt ys no argumente that Chaucers auncesters 
were merchants because those armes were in the 
wyndowes, as you shall well perceave^ yf you 
drawe yt into a syllogisme; and therefore you 
did well to conclude, that yt was not materiall 
whether they were merchants or no. 

Ik thb TrrLE or Chaucer's educations, you. 
saye that Gower in his booke entituled Coftfessio 
AmanUs termethe Chaucer a worthye poet, and 
maketh hym as yt were the iudge of his workes ; 
in whiche booke, to my knowledge, (xower dothe 
not terme hym a worthye poet, (althoughe I con- 
fesse he well deserueth that name, and that the 
same may be gadiered oute of Gower comendynge 
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hym,) nether doth he after a sorte (for any 
thinge I canne yet see) make hym iudge of his 
workes^ (whereof I wolde be glad to be enform* 
ed,) since these be Gowers woordes, vttered by 
Venus in that booke of Cortfessio Amantis: 

And grete well Chaucer when ye mete, 

Ab my disciple and roy poete : 

For in the flower of his youthe. 

In sondrye wise, as he well couthe. 

Of dytyes and of songes glade [ 

The whiche for my sake he made, 

The laude fulfilled is ouer all : 

Wherefore to hym in especiall 

Aboue all others I am most holde; 

Forthy nowe in his dayes olde, * 

Thow shalt hym tell this message. 

That he vppon his latter age . t 

Sett an ende of all his weike, , r 

As he whiche is myne owne cleike 

Do make his Testament qf Love, 

As thou hast done thy shrift above. 

So that my Courte yt may recorde, &c. 



These be all the verses whiche I knowe or yet 
canne fynde^ in whiche Gower in that booke 
mentioneth Chaucer, where he nether nameth 
hym worthye poet, nor after a sorte submytteth 
his workes to his iudgmente. But quite con- 
trarye Chaucer doth submytte the correctione of 
his woiks to Gower in these playne wordes, in 
the latter ende of the fyfte booke of Troylus : . 
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O monll Gower, this booke I directe 
To ihte, and die philosophical! Stroode, 
To vouchesafe where nede is to correcte 
Of your benignityes and zeales good. 

But this error had in you byn pardoned, yf you 
had not sett yt downe as your owne, but war- 
ranted with the auctory tye of Bale in Seriptoribus 
Anglic^ from whence you haue swallowed yt. 
Then in a marginall note of this title you saye 
agayne oute of Bale, that Gower was a Yorkshire 
manne ; but you are not to be touched therfore, 
because you discharge your 6e]fe in vouching 
your auctor. Wherfore Bale hath mistaken yt, as 
he hath donne infynyte thinges in that Booke de 
SaHptoribus Anglic, beinge for the most parte 
the collections of Lelatide. For in truth your 
armes of this S' John Gower beinge argent on a 
cheuerone azure, three leopardes heddes or, do 
prove that he came of a contrarye howse to the 
Gowers of Stytenham in Yorkeshyre, who bare 
bamilye of argent and gules a crosse patye florye 
sable. Whiche difference of armes semeth a dif- 
ference of famelyes, vnlesse you canne prove 
that, beinge of one howse, they altered their 
armes vppon some iuste occasione, as that some 
of the howse maryinge one heyre did leave his 
owne armes and bare the armes of his mother; as 
was accttstoomed in tymes paste. But this dif- 
ference of coates for this cause, or anye other, 
(that I colde yet euer lerne,). shall you not fynde 
in this famelye of Gower: and therefore seuerall 
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howses from the fyrst originall. Then the mar- 
ginal! note goeth further out of Bale^ that Gower 
had on his hedde a garlande of ivye and roses^ 
the one the ornamente of a knyghte^ the other of 
a poet. But Bale ys mystaken^ for y t ys not a 
garlande^ vnless you will metaphoricallye call 
euerye cyrcle of the hedde a garlande; as crownes 
are sometymes called garlandes, from whence 
they had their . originall. Nether ys y t of ivye, 
as any manne whiche seeth yt may well iudge ; 
and therefore not there sett for anye suche in* 
tente as an ensigne of his poetrye; but ys sym- 
plye a chapplett of roses, suche as the knyghtes 
in olde tyme vsed ether of golde, or other em- 
broderye, made after the fashone of roses, one 
of the peculier omamentes of a knighte, as well 
as his celler of SSS, his guilte swoorde, and 
spurres. Whiche chaplett or cyrcle of roses 
was as well attributed to knights, the lowest de* 
gree of honor, as to the hygher degrees of duke, 
erle, &c. beinge knyghtes, for so I haue 3eene 
Johne of Gaunte pictured in his chaplett of roses; 
and kinge Edwarde the thirde gaue his chaplett 
to Eustace Rybamonte; only the difference was, 
that as they were of lower degree, so had they 
fewer roses placed on their chaplett or cyrcle of 
golde^ one ornament deduced from the dukes 
crowne whiche had the roses vppon the toppe 
of the cyrcle, when the knights had them onlye 
vppon the cyrcle or garlande y tselfe* Of whiche 
dukes crowne to be adorned with little roses. 
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Mathewe Paris, speakinge of the creatinge of 
Johne erle Mortone, duke of Normandye, in the 
the yere of Christe 1199, dothe saye. Interim 
comes Johannes Rofhomagu veniens in octavis 
pascJie gladio ducatus Normanie cinctus est, in 
matrice ecclesia, per ministeriu Waltheri RotJuh- 
magesis Archiepi, vbi Archiepiscopus memo^ 
raius ante maius altare in capite eius posuit 
circulu aureu hdbente in summitate per gyru 
rostUas aureus art\ficialiter fahricatas: whiche 
chaplett of roses came in the ende to be a bande 
aboute oure cappes, sett with golde buttons, as 
may be supposed. — ^In the same thxe you saye, 
yt semethe that these lerned menne were of the 
Inner Temple; for that, manye yeres since^ 
master Buckley did see a recorde in the same 
howse where Gefirye Chaucer was fined two shil- 
lings for beatinge a Franciscane Fryer in flete- 
streate. This is a hard coUectone to prove Gower 
of the Inner Temple, althoughe he studyed the 
lawe. For thus you frame your argumente. Mr. 
Buckley found a record in the Temple, that 
Chaucer was fyned for beatinge the Fryer ; ergo, 
Gower and Chaucer were of the Temple. But 
for myne owne parte, yf I wolde stande vppon 
termes for matter of antiquytye and ransacke the 
originall of the lawiers fyrst settlinge in the 
Temple, I doubte whether Chaucer were of the 
Temple or noe, vnless yt were towardes his latter 
tyme; for he was an olde manne, as appereth by 
Gower in Cor\fessione Amantis in the xvi yere of 
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R. 2. when Govrer wroote that Booke. And ytis 
most certeyn to be gathered by cyrcumstances of 
Recordes, that the lawyers were not in the 
'Temple vntill towardes the latter parte of Ae 
reygne of kinge Edwarde the thirde; at whiiche 
tyme Chaucer was a grave manne^ holden in 
greate credyt, and employed in embassy e; «o 
that methinketh he sholde not be of that howse ; 
and yet, yf he then were, I sholde iudge yt 
strangQ that he sholde violate the rules of peace 
^nd gravytye in those ycapes. But I will passe 
over all those matters sicca pede, and leave cuerye 
manne to his owne iudgemte therein for this 
tyme. 

In the titlx oy Chaccebb mahiace you saye, 
•you cannot fynde the name of the Gentlewomanne 
whomeTie maryed. Trulye, yf I did foUowe the 
conceyte of others, I sholde suppose her name 
was Elizabethe, a waytinge womanne of Quen^ 
Philippe, wyfe to Edwarde the thirde and daugh- 
ter to Willia erle of Henaltc. But I favor tiot 
their opynyone. For, although I fynde a re- 
45orde of the pellis exitns, in the tyme of Edwarde 
the thirde, of a yerely stypende to Elizabethe 
Chimcere, domicelle n'egine Philippe, whiche 
domicetta dothe signyfye one of her waytinge 
gentlewomen ; yet I c?annott for this tyme fhmke 
this was his wyfe, but raAer his sister or kins- 
womanne, who after the dei^e of her mystresse 
Queue Philippe did forsake the worlde, and be- 
came a nonne at Seinte Helens in Laadcm, «> 
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cofdiage as you have touched one oi that pro* 
fessOne in primo of kinge Richarde the seconde. 

In T8B Latyne vtemmb of Chaucbr you saye^ 
speakinge of Katherine Swyneforde^ Q^e poetea 
nupta Johanni Gandauensi tertij Edwardi regis 
filio, Lancastrie dud, iUi procreavit JUios ires 
ei vnica JUia. Wherbye we may inferre that 
Johne of Gaunte had these children by her after 
her mariage. Whiche is not so. For he had all 
his children by her longe before that mariage ; so 
that they beinge all illegitimate were enforced 
afterwarde vppon that maryage to be legytymated 
by the pope; and also by aqte of parliament, 
aboute the two and twentythe of kinge Richarde 
the seconde ; so that you cannot saye, que postea 
nupta procreavit Lancastrie dud tresJUios, etc. 

In thb title ov Chaucess children and their ad^ 
▼AUNCEMBNTB, ui a margiuall note youvouche master 
Campdene that Barthelmewe Burgenshe, knyghte 
of the Garter, was he from whome the Burgershes/ 
whose daughter and heyre was maryed to Thomas 
Chaucer, did descende. But that is also an error* 
For this Barthelmewe was of a coUaterall lyne to 
diat S' Johne Burgershe the father of Maiivde 
wyfe to Thomas Chaucer; and therefore coulde not 
that S' Johne Burghershe be descended of this Bar* 
thelmewe Bui^ershe, though hce were of that 
howse. Then, in that title, you vouche oute of 
Mr. Campdene that Serlo de Buigo brother to 
Etistachius de Vescye built Knaresborowe Castle. 
But that ys not righte* For this Serlp beinge 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 fAancis thynnk's 

called Serlo de Burgo sive de Pembroke was bro- 
ther to Johne father of Eustace Vescye, as hauc 
the recordes -of the towre, and so vncle and not 
brother to Eustace. For another marginall note 
in that tytle you save, that Jane of Navarre was 
maryed to Henrye the forthe in the fourthe yere 
of his reygne, wherein you followe a late eng- 
lishe cronicler whome I forbeare to name. But 
Waldingham both in his historye of Henry the 
fourthe« and in his Ypodigma^ sayeth that he 
was maryed the 26 of Januarye in the yere of 
Christe 1403, whiche was in the fyfte yere of the 
kinge, yf you begynne the yere of our Lorde at 
the aununciatione of the Virgine, as we - nowe 
doo; but this is no matter of great momente. 
Ffourthlye in that title you seme to attribute the 
advancement of the Pooles to William de la Poole, 
merchante of Hull, that lente the kinge a greate 
masse of moneye. But this William was not the 
fyrste advancer of that howse ; because his father 
Richarde [de la] Poole beinge a cheife gouemor 
in Hull, and serving the kings necessytye with 
money, was made Pincema Regis, an office of 
great accompte; by the same gyvinge the fyrste 
advancemente to the succedynge famelye. Where- 
of the record to prove Ric. de la Poole Pincema 
Regis is founde in the pryvye seales of the elea* 
venth yere of kinge Edwarde the thirde, in master 
Wardoures ofl&ce, the lorde treasurers clerke. 
Where yt is in this manner: Edwardus dei gratim 
rex Anglie ei dux Acquit anie, etc. SuppUcasit 
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jiobis dilecttis noster Richardus de la Poole Pitir 
cema ftoster, vt quum ipse de expensis officii 
Fincernarie ac omnibus aliis officiu. illud tangenr 
tibus, ad dictu Scaccariu afesto sancti Michaelis 
anno regni no^tri decimo, vsque ad ide festii 
jn'oxime sequens pltnarie computaveHty et 2090*': 
13": et IV et vnusobulus sibi per computu illud 
de claro debeatur: volumus ei solutione inde seu 
4dias satisfactione sibi fieiH competentem: Nos 
tins supplicationi in hac parte, prout iustu esti 
annuentes, vobis mandamus, etc: Data apud 
Westmonasteriu 14 Decembris, anno regni nostri 
vndecimo. To whose sonne this William de la 
Poole the older^ and to his sonne Michaeil de la 
Poole (who was after Chauncelor) and to his 
faeyres, the Idnge graunted fowre hundred markes 
by yere out of the Custome of Hull, as appereth 
in the record of pellis exitus of 46 Ed. 3. the 
same Michaeil de la Poole recevinge the arrerages 
of that annuytye. For thus y t is entred in Mi- 
chaelmas terme on the first of December of that 
yere: Michaeli de la Poole filio et heredi Wih 
lielmi de la Poole senioris per tallia levata isto 
die continentem Uy Ixx** xviij* 1"* ob. eidem Mi^ 
chaeli liberate per compotum suum factum ad 
Scaccariu computator. virtute cuiusdam brevis 
de magna sigillo Thesaurario et Baronibus Scac^ 
earii directum pro huius compoto faciendo, de 
quodam annuo certo iiij' nvarc. per amiu, quas 
dominus rex Willielmo de la Poole seniori de- 
functo, et Michaeli filio suo et heredibus suis de 
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carpore suo exeuniibus, de Ctiaumia in portis 
ville de Kingeston svper HvU per^ littera& stms 
patentes concess : perdpendu quamdiu vij/ 
xxxv^* xviij' i** oh. eidem Michaeli per compotu 
predictu sic debitu, etc* Dns rex mandat tt ei 
satisfactionem vel assignationem competentem 
(in locis vbi ei celeriter satisjieri poterit) fieret 
et hdberet, per breve de magna sigillo inter 
mandata de termino Pasche anno quadragesimo 
tercio, etc. So that Richarde, Michaeli de la 
Pooles grandfather^ (a magistrate of greate welthe 
10 HulL) was the fyrste that gaue advancemente 
to that hpwse; although William^ father to this 
MichaelL were of lyke estate and a knyghte. 
Neither canne I fynde (nor ys. yt lyke) that 
Michaeli de la Poole was a marchante^ (havinge 
two such welthy marchantes to his ancestors be- 
fore hyin>) notwithstandinge that Walsingha (more 
offended than reasone> as all the Clergye were 
against temporall menne who were nowe become 
cheif officers of the realme; and the spyrituall 
menne^ till then possessinge those offices^ dis*^ 
placed, whiche bredd greate [sorenesse] in the 
Churchmenne againste them;) sayeth thatMichaell 
de la Vooitfuerii d pv^ritia magis mercimoniis 
(vtpote mercator mercatorisJUius) quam militia 
occupatus. And yet yt may bee that he might 
have some £actors in merchandise, and deale by 
his attomeyes as many noble menne and great 
persons have donne. Whereuppon Walsingham 
(who wrote longe after) might seme to call hym 
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mtrchlnte by reasone of other metis dealings for 
hym, although in trooth he was neuer merchant 
in respecte of his owne peisonne^ (for whiche 
they are properly called merchantes^ ) as maybe 
supposed. Ffyftlye in the same title you saye, 
•that Alice, wyfe of William de la Poole duke of 
Suffolke, had a daughter, by her seconde hus- 
bande Thomas Montague erle of Sarisbery, named, 
after her mother, Alice, maryed to Richarde 
Neville sonne to Raphe Nevill erle of Westmer- 
lande, by whome he had issufe Richarde, Johne, 
and George. But this is nothinge so. For this 
Alice, the ivyfc of Richarde Neville, (erle of 
Sarisbery in the righte of the same Alice,) was 
daughter of Thomas Montacute erle of Salisburyfe 
and of Alice his wyfe, daughter of Thomas Hol- 
lande ferle of Kente, and not of Alice daughter 
to Thomas Chaucer and WidddWe to William de la 
Poole duke of Suffolke. 

In the LATTEll END OP THfi TITLE OP CflAUCEHS 

DEATHE you saye, that printinge was brought outie 
of Germanye in the yere 1471 being the 37. H. 6. 
into Englande, beinge fjrrst founde at Mogunce by 
'OneJohneGuthembergus, and broughte toRomeby 
Conradus pweynheym] an Almayne. But the yere 
of Christe 1471 was not the S7. H. 6. but the ele- 
Hienfte of kinge Edward the fourthe ; and, as some 
fcive yt, pt] was not fyrste founde at Mogunce or 
Mentz but at Strasborowe, and perfected at 3Vfo- 
gtmce. David €hytreus in his historye sayeth, yt 
'was fytst fmmde in anno 1440, and brought to Rome 
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by Henricus Han a Germane [ " cognomine La* 
tino Gallus" Maittaire Ann, Typ. i. 5d.] in the 
yere 1470; whereof Antonius Campanus framed 
this excellente epigranime : 

Anser Tarpeii custos Joyis, vnde, quod alls 
Constreperes, Gallus decidit; vltor adest 

Vlricus Gallus ; ne quem poscantur in vsum, 
Edocuit pennis nil opus esse tuis. 

But others do suppose that yt was invented at 
Argenterote, as dothe Mathewe Parker in the lyfe 
of Thomas Boiirchier archbyshoppe of Canter- 
burye: whiche for the incertentye thereof I leave 
at this tyme to farther examinatOne^ not havinge 
nowe present leysure therefore. 

In the title of the augments to euerye tale 
AND BOOKS you Write, that the Romante of the 
Rose was made in frenche by Johne Clopinell 
alias Johne Moone; when in truthe the booke 
was not made by hym alone : for yt was begunne 
by Guillaume de Loris, and fynished fourtye 
yeres after the deathe of Loris by Johne de Meune 
alias Johne Clopinell, as apperethe by ^olinet^ 
the frenche author of the moralytye vppon the 
Romante of the Rose, ca. 50. fo. 57. and may 
.further appere also in the frenche Romant of the 
Rose in verse, which Chaucer with muche of 
that matter omytted, not havinge translated halfe 
the french Romante, but ended about the middle 
thereof. Againste whiche Booke Gersone corn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANlMADVERSfONS. 33 

piled ftnotker^ intituled La reprobatione de la 
Romamte del Raw ; as affirmeth the sayed Mo 
linet, in die 107 chapter of the sayed moraliza* 
tton^ where he excusethe Clopinell and n^ 
prouethe Gersone ibr that Boo]De> because Ga^ 
sone soughte no further meanynge than what 
was conteyned in the outwarde letter; this Clo- 
pinell begynnynge the R^mMit of the Hmt* 
in these venses of Chaucer: 

Aluiny^KnBiieboo|ie! rnvf, patiytt; 
for I win iwner diipajiteil bee: 
Yf haj]^ Die fayle, then am I 
Vngratious and vnworthy, &c. 

Secondly under that title you saye, the wodce, 
before tKis last edilione of Chaucer^ termed the 
t>reame of Chaucer, is mystermed, and that yt 
IS the Booke of the Duches, or the Death qf 
J^lanche. tllierein you bee greatlye mysledde 
in my conceyte^ for yt cannott bee the Booke of 
ilie Duches or of the Death (f Blanche, because 
Johne of Gaunt was then but fowre and twentye 
yere olde when the same Was made^ as apperethe 
by that tretyse in these vevses: 

Then founiAe I sytthig Men irprtghtfe 

A wonder' well-faringe kniglfte. 

By the manner tile thou^tio. 

Of good mokell, atifl rigtit y^ugeHiMtd, 

Of the age of tw«tttye fowrte yere, 

Vppcrn htt4iettrae but little tieat^ 
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Then yf he were but fowre and twentye yeres of 
age^ being born^ as hath Walsingham^ in the 
yere of Christe 1339 the 13. of kinge Edwaide 
the thirde; and that he was maryed to Blanche 
the fourtene caiendes of June 1359^ the 33 of 
Ed: the thirde; he was at his manage but twentye 
yeres of age, who within fower yeres after sholde 
make his lamentacion for Blanche the duchesse 
which muste then be dedde. But the duchesse 
Blanche dyed of the pestilence in the yere of 
Christe 1368, as hath Anonimus MS, or 1369, as 
hath Walsingham; whiche by the first accompte 
waa the iV^. and by the last the x^\ yere after the 
manage, and sixe or at the least five yeres after this 
lamentacion of Johne of Gaunt made in the fowre 
and twentye yere of his age. Wherefore this 
cannott be the Booke of the Duches; because he 
coulde not lamente her deathe before she was 
deade. And yf you replye, that yt pleinlye ap- 
perethe the same treatyce to be mente of the 
duches Blaunche, whiche signyfyeth whyte, by 
which name he often termeth his ladye there 
lamented, but especially in these verees^ 

Her throte, as I have memoyre. 
Seined as a round towre of yvoire. 
Of good gretnesse and not to greate. 
And fayre viUte she hete. 
That wot mf ladies name righie : 
She was thereto fayre and brigfate, . 
She had not her name wronge. 
Right fayre sholders and body longe, &c. 
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I will ariswere, that there is no necesBitye that 
yt must be of Blanche the duchesse because he 
sayeth her name was white; since there ys a fa* 
melye of. that denominatione, and some female 
of that lyne myghte be both white in name^ and 
fayre and white in personne ; and so had not her 
name wronge or in vayne^ as Chaucer sayeth. 
Or yt mighte be some other lover of his called 
Blanche, since he had many paramours in hh 
youthe, and was not yery contynent in his age. 
Wherefore, to conclude, yt apperethe as before 
that yt coulde not be mente of the duchesse 
Blanche his wyfe, whiche dyed long after that 
Compleinte. For whiche cause that Dreanie of 
Chaucer in mye opynyone may well (naye 
rather of righte sholde) continew his former title 
of The Dreame of Chaucer; for that, whiche 
you will haue the Dreame of Chaucer, is his 
Temple of Glasse; as I haue seene the title 
thereof noted, and the thinge yt selfe con- 
iirmeth. 

In thb BXPOsrriONB of thb oldb wordbs, as you 
shewe greate diligence and knowledge, so yet 
in my opynione, vnlesse a manne be a good 
Saxoniste, French, and Italy ane linguiste, (from 
whence Chaucer hathe borowed manye wordes,) 
he cannott well expounde the same to our nowe 
vnderstandinge; and therefore (though I vrill not 
presume of much knowledge in these tounges) 
yt semeth yet to mee that, in your expositione, 
some wordes are not so fuUye and rightlye ex- 
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planed as they mighte bee; although peradven- 
tore you haue framed them to make sence. 
Wherefore I haue collected these fewe (from 
many others lefte for more leysure) vrhiche seme 
to mee not to be fully explaned in their proper 
nature^ though peradventure you will seme to 
excuse diem by a metaphoricall glome. 

ArBTON or Hakbtone you expounde a jackett 
vn&otatt sieves^ without any further addit^e^ 
fhatt Wnge am indiffyny te speache^ and (therefore 
may be extended a oomOne garmente daylye 
wed, sudhe as we caifl a jerken or jackett witfaaute 
sieves. But hdketan is a slevelesse jackett of 
plate for 'flie warre, covered withe anye other 
fftutSe'; sit ihis day also called a jadkett of TpSsle. 
Su(!he akefton Walter Stapletone, bishoppe of 
fixcester and Custos or Warden of Londone, had 
vppon hym secreflye, when he was apprehended 
and bdhedded in :the twentyeth yere of Edwarde 
the seconde. 

B^SANTB you expounde a duckett. . But a 
duckett ys Farre from a besarae, bothe for the tyme 
of the «invent5ne, and for the forme; and as I 
suppose for ihe "valewe, not withstandinge that 
Hbllybande in his Trenihe^Englishe dictionarye 
makes yt of ihe v^lewe of a duckett, whiche 
duckett is for the most part eyther Venetienne or 
Spanyshe, when the besante ysmere Grekidie; a 
coyne well knowen vand vsed in Englande (and 
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yet not therefore an auncient coyne of England^^ 

as Holly bande Sayethe y t was of France, ) emongst 

the Saxon9 before, and the Normans after, the 

Conqueste; the forme whereof I will at other 

tyme describe, onlye nowe settinge downe, th^t 

this besante (beinge the Frenche name, and in 

armorye rightlye according to his nature, for a 

plate of golde,) was called in Latine Byzantium, 

obteyninge that name because yt was the coyne 

of Constantinople sometyme called Bizantium; 

and because you shall not thinke this any fictione 

x>f myne owne, I will warrante the same with 

Williame of Malmesberye in the fourthe book^ 

De jRegibus, who hathe these wordes : Constcufir 

tinapolis primum Bizantiu dicta. Formam an* 

tiqui vocdbtdi pr^erunt imperatarii nummi 

Bizantiu dicti; where another coppye for numnd 

Bizantiu hath Bizantini nummi; and the Frenche 

hath yt besante or bezantine^ makinge yt an olde 

coyne of France, (when he sholde haue sayed an 

olde coyne in France and pot p/ Fiance,) of the 

yalewe of a duckett. 

. jFbbmemtacoe [[fermentation] you expound^ 
dawbinge, whiche cannott anye way be meta- 
phoricallye so vsed in Chaucer, although yt 
sholde be improperlye or harshlye applied. For 
fermentacone ys a peculier terme of Alchymye, 
deduced from the bakers ferm^nte or levyne. 
An)l therefore the chimicall philosophers defyne 
|he fermente to be anima, the sowle or lyfe, of 
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the philosophers, stone. Whereunto agreetfa 
Claujger Bincing^ a chtmicall author^ sayinge; 
autem viv{ficatiohe, id est, fermentacoem, ivhich 
is before tinctinge^ or gy vinge tincture or color ; 
that beinge as muche to saye as gyvinge sowle or 
lyfe to the philosophers stone^ vy^herby that may 
fermente or color or gyve lyfe to all other meta- 
line bodyes. 

Oafraybs you expounde goldsmythes worke, 
whiche ys as nere to goldsmythes worke as 
clothe of golde ; for this worde orejrayes, beinge 
compounded of the Frenche worde or andjrays 
cr fry 86 the Englishe ; is that whiche to this daye 
(beinge now made all of one stuffe or substance) 
is called frised or perled clothe of gold; in La- 
tyne, in tymes past, termed aurtfrisium or auri- 
fiixorium. A thinge well knowen to the Saxons 
in Englandebefore, as to theNormans after, the Con* 
queste; and therefore fuUye to satisfye you thereof, 
I will produce two auctorities of the weavinge and 
vse thereof before the Conquest and since, wherein 
you shall playnely see what yt was, and in what 
accompt yt was holden, beinge a worke peculier 
to the Englishe. The lieger booke of Elye, 
speakinge of Ediswetha daughter to Brightnothus 
aldermanne erle or duke of Northumberlande be- 
fore the Conquest, sayeth ; cut tradita Coveneia, 
locus mofuuierio vicinus, vbi AURinixoRis et 
TBXT0BB secretin cum pueUis vacdbat; and a 
litle after, tunica rubra purpura per gt/rum et 
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ab hvmeris AUKinl, vndique circumdatum. Then^ 
after the Conquest^ Mathew Paris speakethe there- 
of aboute omamentes to be sente to the Pope. 
But because I haue not my Mathewe Paris here^ 
I will voucbe one whose name bathe muche affiny- 
tye with hym, and that is Mathewe Parker Archby* . 
shoppe of Canterburye^ who, in the Lyfe of Boni- 
facius Archbishoppeof that see, hathe these wordes. 
A^ Domini 1246, Rome mtdti AngUcarU aderant 
Clerici, qui capis vt aiunt chorealihus, et ir^ftUis, 
amameniisqiie ecclesiasticis, ex Anglice tunc 
more gentis, ex lana tenuissima et auro artifi^ 
ciosh intexto fdbricatis, vterentur. Huius modi 
omamerUorum aspectu et concupiscentia provo- 
catus Papa, rogavit cviwmodi essent. Eesponsio 
est, AURiFRisiA appeUari, quia et eminens ex 
panno et lana quam Angli frysb appellant, simtU 
contexta sunt. Cui subridens et didcedim captus 
Papa, Vere, inquit, (for these are the wordes of 
Mathewe Paris whiche lyved at that tyme,) Hortus 
noster delitiarum est Anglia, verus puteus est inr 
exhaustus, et vbi multa abundant, de myitis multa 
sumere licet, Itaque^ concupiscentia ittectus ocur 
lorum, litter as suas bvUatas sacras misit ad Cis- 
tercienses in Anglia Abbates, quorum orationibus 
se devoti commendabat, vt ipsi hec aurifrisia 
speciosissima ad suum omandum chorum comr 
pararmt. Hoc Londaniensibus placuit, quia ea 
turn venalia habebant, tantique quanti placuit 
vendiderunt. In whiche discourse you not onlye 
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sfee that orejryes was a weved clbthc of goHc and 
hot goldsmythe Worke, {T>ut] that Englande had 
b'eFbre and i^ince the Conqueste the arte to com- 
pose suche kynde of delicate clothe of golde as 
Eurbpe had riot the lyke; for yf yt had, the 
P6^e wblde haue made Suche ^oufeione riiereof 
in other places, and riot from Englandie. And 
because yoii shall not thinke tftat yt was onlye 
vi^d of the Clergye, ybu shall fynde in a Recorf 
6f the iTowre that yt W26 also ka orniitoetite of 
the ki'hgs garmente, since tlhe Coriqiieste. Fot, 
in Itoiuld Patentium 6. Johatmfs in dorso (ni 
SVhiche the kmge comautided the Templers to 
deflhier suche jewefls, giutn^tes, and drnamenten 
a.^ they had of Ae kingis in kepin^e,) are these 
Wordes^ Dalmaticain de eodem shrifHitb vrlatard 
de OBFRfeVEi et cum Ihpidilms. Whiche is 16 l^ye, 
the kingd I>a1matican gai'jrrente 6f the same sah 
Hhitte (l^pokeh of T)efore, ^hidic Vas crymsohe,) 
Vrled or boitfrede (suche ^ We ndwe 'cklle 
garded) w4the oi^freyes. 

^Out^bVfe and CinsipE Is by you expouhdM ihjked 
ahd curled, Vhichre serice atthoiighe yt may beare 
after some sorte, yet tHe pfopryetye of fhe ftrue 
•IwSrce W ouHdjfe (beinge an especiatU tertne ap- 
iJro^rikte t6 the arte bf»IKrttldye') dothe sigftifye 
ttctdnge '6r movitige, as the water Aothe ; l^irig 
^cklled vhdyt, *of liatyhe vnda ftJr water. Tor so 
lii^rlutiiKe wite dilnaye, Hhith, ^&y6l in^ooteB \^p 
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and downc, lykc waves of water when they are 
styrred with the winde, and not slyked or playne, 
etc. 

You expounde not Resagbr^ beinge a terme of 
Alchymyc; as you leave many of them vntouched. 
This worde sholde rather be resalgar. Wheref<Mre 
I win shewe you what resalgar ys in that a^ 
struse science, whiche Chaucer knewe full weM, 
akhoughe he enveye againste the sophistical 
abuse thereof in the Chanone Yeomans Tale. 
This resalgur is that whiche by some is cafled 
ratesbane, a kynde of poysone named arsenteke, 
which the chimicall philosophers call their ve- 
nome or poysone. Whereof I coulde produce 
infynyte examp^Ies; but I will gyve you onlyc 
these fewe for a taste. Aristotle, in Rosario 
Philosaphorum, sayefhe, Nvllum tingens vene- 
num generatur absque sole et eius vmbra, id est, 
uxore. Whiche venome they call by all names 
presentinge or signifyinge poysone, as a toade, 
a dragon, a basilyske, a serpente, arsenicke, and 
suche lyke; and by manye other name^ as in 
esercitadone ad turbam philosophorumj apper- 
ethe; where aqua simplex is called vc^enum, 
argentum vivum> cinnabar^ aqua petmaneas, gum- 
ma, acetum, urina, aqua maris, draco, serpens, 
«tc. And of this poyBone the treatyce de phenice^ 
^r the philosophers stone;, written in Qathyshe 
fymyqge y€a»es ^dothe saye; 
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Moribunda, corporis virus emanabat 
Quod maternam faciem candidam foedabat 



Bbgyn and Bigott you expounde supersticious 
hypocrites. Whiche sence I knowe yt maye some- 
what beare, because yt sauorethe of the disposi- 
tione of those Begins, or Beguines, for that ys 
the true wrytinge. But this worde Begyn sholde 
in his owne nature rightlye haue ben expounded 
supersticious or hipocriticall wemenne^ as ap- 
pereth by Chaucer himselfe^ who nombreth them 
emongst the wemen in the Romanic of the Rose 
when he sayethe^ 

But empresses^ and duchesses. 
These queenes^ and eke countesses, 
THese abbasses, and eke Bigiru, 
These greate ladyes palasins. 

And a little after, in the same Romante, he doth 
write. 

That dame Abstinence streyned 
Tooke on a robe of camelyne. 
And ganne her gratche as a Bjfgin. 
A large cover-cherfe of thredde 
She wrapped all aboute her hedde. 

These wemen the Frenche call Beguynes or 
Nonnes; being in Latyne called Bigrina or 
Biguina; whose originall order, encrease, and 
contynuance are sett downe by Mathewe Paris 
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and Mathewe Westm. But as I sayed^ since I 
haue not my Mathewe Paris at hand^ I will sett 
you downe the wordes of Mathewe Westmynster 
(otherwise called Flores Historiarum or Fhri^ 
legus) in this sorte. Sub eisdem diebits (which 
was in the yere of Christe 1^4, and aboute the 
28 of kinge Henry the thirde,) quidam in Ale- 
mania precipv^ se asserentcs vitam et habitum 
reUigionis elegisse, in utroque sejcu, sed nuLvimd 
in mvliebriy continentiam cuius vite sitnplicitate 
profitentes se voto privato Deo obligdrunt Mvr 
lieresque, quas Bigbinas vulgariUr vocamus, aded 
multiplicate sunt, qudd eai^vmfi numerus in vna 
ciuitate, sciUcSt Colonia, ad plus quam mille as^ 
seritur ascendisse, etc. After whiche, speakinge 
yn the yere of Christe 1250 of the encrease of 
Relligious Orders^ he sayeth^ Item in Alemania 
el Francia. mtUieres, quas Biguinas nominant, etc. 

CrriuNATiONs you do not exppunde^ beinge a 
tertne of Alchymyc. Whiche citrinatione is both 
a color and parte of the philosophers stone. For^ 
as hathe Tractatw Avicenne (yf yt be his and 
not liber stipposititius, as manye of the Alchimi- 
call Workes are foysted in ynder the names of 
the best-lerned authors and philosophers^ as Plat o^ 
Aristotle^ Avicen^ and suche others^) in parte of 
the 7 chapter: Citrinatio est que fit inter album 
et rubrum, et non dicitur color perfectus: whiche 
citrinatione, as sayeth Arnoldus de Nova Villa, lib. 
i. ca. 5. nihil aliud est quam conipleta digestio-^ 
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For the worke of the philosophers stone^ follow- 
ing the worke of nature^ hathe lyke color in the 
same degree. ^ For as the vrine of mamie, being 
whityshe, sheweth imperfecte digestione; but 
when he hathe well rested^ and slept after the 
same^ and the digestione perfected^ the vrine 
becomethe citrirte, or of a depe yellowe color; so 
ys yt in Alchymye: which made Amolde call 
this citrinatione perfect digestion, or the color 
provinge the philosophers stone broughte almoste 
to the heighte of perfectione. 

FoRAGt in one place you expounde meaU, 
and in another plzce fodder. Bothe ^icbe pro- 
perly cannott stande in this place of Chaucer in 
the Revea Prologue, where he sayeth, ^' my fodder 
is forage." For yf forrage be fodder, then is 
the sence of that verse, '' my fodder is fodder." 
But fodder beinge a generall name for meate 
gyven to cattle in winter, and of afiynytie withe 
foode applied to menne and beasts, dothe onlye 
signyfye meate. And so the sence is, *' my meate 
YS forage ;'* that is, my meate is suche harde and 
olde provisione as ys made for homes and cattle 
in winter. For so doth this worde forragium in 
Latyne signyfye. And so dothe Chaucer meane. 
For the word next before dothe well shewe yt, 
when the Reve sayeth, 

I am olde, mt Kale not play for age, " 
GiiMe tyme ii doane^ my fixldor kfortngc. 
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Yet metaphorically yt may be taken for other 
than drye horse-meate, although improperlye; as 
Chaucer hathe, in Sir Tapas Ryme, where he 
maketh y t grasse for his horse, and vseth the wordc 
rather to make vpp the ryme than to shewc the 
true nature thereof; sayinge. 

That downe he layed hym in that place. 
To make his ateede some solace. 
And gyve bym good/ora;gcr. 

Hbroner you expounde a certeyne kynde of 
hawke. Whiche is true: for a gowshawke, spar- 
rowe-hawke, tassell^ &:c. be kyndes of hawkes. 
But this heroner is an especiall hawke (of anye 
of the kyndes of longe winged hawkes) of more 
accompte than other hawkes are. Because the 
flighte of the herone ys more daungerous than of 
other fowles^ insomuch that^ when she fyndeth 
her selfe in danger, she will lye in the ayre 
vppon her backe, and tume vpp her bellye to- 
wardes the hawke; and so defile her enymye with 
her excrementes, that eyther she will blinde the 
hawke, or ells with her byll or talons pierce the 
hawkes brest yf i^e offer to sease vppon her. 

The Hyppb is not simplye the redde berrye on 
the bryer, vnlesse you adde this epitheton and 
saye, the redde berrye on the swete bryer, (which 
is the eglantyne,) to distinguyshe yt from the 
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coinone bryer or bramble bearinge the blacke 
berrye ; for that name hryer ys comone to them 
bothe; when the hyppe is proper but to one; 
neither maye yt heipe you that you saye the 
redd berrye, to distinguyshe yt from the blacke ; 
for the blacke berrye ys also redde for a tyme, 
and then may be called the redde berrye of the 
bryer for that tyme. 

NowELL you expounde Christmasse, whiche ys 
that feaste and more. For yt is that tyme, whiche 
is properlye called the Advente together with 
Christmasse and Neweyeres tyde. Wherefore the 
true etymologye of that worde ys not Christmasee^ 
or the twelve dayes ; but yt is God with us, or, 
oure God; expressinge to vs the corny nge of 
Christe in the fleshe: whiche peradventure after 
a sorte, by the figure synecdoche, you may 
seeme to excuse, placinge then Christmasse a 
parte of this tyme of Nowell for all the tyme that 
Nowell conteynethe. For in the same worde is 
conteyned sometyme xx, but for the most parte 
thirtye dayes before Christmasse, as well as the 
Christmasse yt selfe; that worde being deduced, 
as hathe Will. Postellus in Alphabet. 12 Lingua^ 
rum, from the Hebrue worde Noell: for thus he 
writethe : — Noel, sonat Deus noster she Deus 
NOBIS advenit; solitaque est Jiec vox cantaria 
pkbe ante Christi Natalitia viginti aut triginta 
dies quodam dcsiderio. 
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PoRPHERYE you expoundc marble. Whiche 
marble ys genus, but porphert/e is species. For 
as there is white and grey marble, so ys there redd 
marble, whiche is this porpherye, a stone of reddish 
purple color, distinct or interlaced with white 
veynes as you may see in the great pillars entringe 
into the Royall Exchange or Burse in ComhilL 

Sbndalb you expounde a thynne stufTe lyke 
cypres. But yt was a thynne stuffe lyke sarcenett^ 
and of a rawe kynde of sylke or sarcenett^ but 
coarser and narrower than the sarcenett nowe ys, 
as my selfe canne remember. 

Trbfegett you expounde a ramme to batter 
walles. But the trepegett was the same as the 
magonell. For Chaucer calleth yt a trepegett or 
magoneU. Wherefore the trepegett and magonell 
being all one, and the magonell an instrument to 
flynge or cast stones (as your selfe expounde yt) 
into a towne, or against a towne-walles, (an en- 
gine not muche vnlyke to the catapulte, an instru- 
mente to cast forthe dartes, stones, orarrowes,) 
the trepegett must nedes also be an instrumente 
to cast stones or such lyke against a wall or into a 
towne, and not a ramme to batter dalles; since 
. the ramme was no engine to flinge anye thinge, 
but by mens handes to be broughte and pushed 
againste the walles ; a thinge farr different in 
forme from the magonell or catapulte, as ap- 
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pereth by Vigetius and Robertus Valturius de "Re 
Militari. 



WivER yt)u expounde not. Wherefore I will 
tell you, a wt/ver is a kynde of serpent of good 
bulke^ not vnlyke vnto a dragon, of wliose kinde 
he is; a thinge well knowen vnto the Heraldes, 
vsinge the same for armes, and crestes, and sup- 
porters of manye gentle and noble menne. As 
the erle of Kent beareth a 'wiver for his creste and 
supporters; the erle of Pembroke, a wwer vert 
for Ills creste ; ' the erle of Cumberiande, a wiver 
gules for his supporters. 

AuTENTiCKB you expounde to be antiqmftye. 
But howe you may seme to iottt and radke the 
worde to Chaucera meaninge, I kncfwe not; but 
flure I am, the proper signyficaticme of au^istakfke 
is a fhinge of auctoritjfe or credit oUoweA hy 
menne of auctoritye, or the originall or fyrstfe 
archetypum of any thinge; whiche I miise Hm 
you did not remember. 

Abakdone you expounde libertye; whiche in 
all Italiane, Frenche, and Spaniishe^ sign^eiAi 
Yelinquere, to forsake ahd leave a thinge ; Wbiche 
methinketh youtnost hardely iftretche-to libePiye, 
Vnless you ^ill eaye thlit, when one forssdcefhe a 
thinge, he leaveth yt at libeWye ; whiche ys but 
a streyned ^peche, aMhough the Trcnche Holly- 
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bande^ not vnderstandinge the trae energye of 
our tongue^ hadi expounded yt libertye; whicha 
may be some wanante vnto you. 



VnDBR THX TTTLX 07 YOUtt AimOTACXOKS AND 

CoRRicriQm. 

In youre Annotaicions you dedcribe^ out of the 
Prologues^ thevemack to be a broche or figure, 
wherein were sett the instruments wh^ewith' 
Christe was crucyfyed^ and withall ;a napkyn 
wherein was the pfinte of his face. But the ver- 
nacle did not conteyne the instrumentes of his 
deathe, but only the clothe wherein was the figure 
of his face ; as I conceve yt with others. 
' Fo: 1. pa : 3. For Campanetis you wolde reade 
Capanew, wHoiinto I cannott yelde. For al- 
though Statins and other Latine authors do call 
faym Capaneus, yet all the vnciters of Englande 
in that age call him Campaneus; as Gower^ in 
Confessione Amantis^ and Lidgate in the His* 
torye of Thebes taten out of Statins^ and Chaucer 
hym selfe in many other places. So that yt 
semethe they made the pronuntiatibne of Camr 
panetts to be the dialecte of our tongue for Car 
panetis. Besides Chauber is in this to be par- 
doned, in that taking his KnigMtes Tale out of the 
Thesayde of Bocas, written in Itdiane and of late 
translated into Frenche> doth there, after the 
Italiane manner, call him Campaneua; for so the 

H 
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ttaliatis pronounce wordes beginninge mith ciqiv 
with the interposition of the letter m> pronounc* 
inge yt canip. Tar that whiche the Latins caU 
capitolium, the Italians call campidoglio ; and 
suche lyke. Wherefore since yt was vniversallye 
recevcd in that age to call him Campaumi^, let 
vs not nowe alter yt^ but permytte yt to have 
free passage^ accordinge to the pronuntiatione^ 
and wrytinge of that age; since> in deducxitge 
wordes from one language to adiother> there ys 
often additione »id substractione of letteis, or of 
siUables^ before^ in the middle^ and m the en^ 
of those worded. Whereof infynyte examples^ 
mighte be produced^ whiche I nowe shunne for 
brevytye. 

Fo: 3. pa: 2. [''Noughte comelye lyke to 
loverB raaladye of JSTereoa.'*} For whiche worde 
Hereos you reade Eras, i. e. Oupide; a very 
good and probable correction^ well gathered out 
of Luci»ie. But (sahrap^ientiavestn^ and re* 
senringe to myselfe better iudgmente h^^eafter yf 
I nowe mystake yt>) I wQlde>. for the printed 
Hereos of Chaucer^ read Heroes. Whiche two 
wordes onlye differ in misplacinge ef the letters; 
a comone thinge for the printer to do^ and thu 
corrector to overpasses For Jrcyte, in this 
fUrye of his love> did not shewe those courses of 
gouemmente whidi the heroes, ot vaUante peis 
sons, in tymes past vsed; for &ough they lovedl 
yet that passione did not generaBye so farre ovei^ 
rule i^em (akhougk yt mighte ia sMM'one pais 
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tfculer petsoiine) as that diey lefie to contynewe 
the valoTj and lieroicke actionaj whiche they be- 
fore perfonned. For the Heroes shoulde so love, 
as that they aboulde not forgett vrhat they were in 
places valor^ at magnan3rmytye; whiche Jrcite, 
in this paasione^ did not observe ** lyke to lovers 
malady of Heroes.*^ Whereof I coulde produce 
six hundred examples^ (as the proverbe ys^) were 
yt not that I avoyde tedious prolixytye. 

Fo : 6. pa : 2. ['' Manye a fiorenoer'] In 
whiche note you expounde a fiorence to be ij^ 
Frencbe, and a gelder to be the same in Dutche, 
Wherein you mistake the valewe ofthe^rais, 
iMche as was vsed in Chauceni tyme; whiche 
taking the name of the workemenne, being tlo^ 
renijfnes, (of the terry torye of Florence in Itaiye,) 
were called Phretu ; as sterlinge money took 
their name of EsterUnges, who reiyned and 
coyned the salver in die tyme of kinge Henry the 
seconde. For two diillinges Flrenche 3^ not 
equall in valewe (as I nowe take yt) to two shil* 
linges Englishe; and much lesse equall to the 
fiorena in Chancers tyme^ whtdie was of the 
value of three shillings^ and fowre pence, or half 
a noble; or, at the leaste, of two shillinges lenne 
pmce ftrdunge, as apperetfae by recorde and 
historye; some of them beiQg fiorem regatt. 
Whereof you shall fynde, in the recorde of pOlis 
txkw in the Exdiequer in Michelmas terme 41. 
£d. 3. this note: Burtholomeo de Burgenhe mt* 
Iki in denarm dbi Uberatts in parte sokainnie 

m2 
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8000 FLORENORUM dc scuto prctH petti iij*. iiij'" 
BiM debkis de illis 30000 flobknorvm de scuto in 
quibus Rex tenebatur eidem Bartholomeo pra 
Comite de Ventadoure prisonario sua apud Bel- 
lum de Pdyters in guerra capto, et ab eodem 
Bartholomeo ad opus Begis empto, vt patetper 
litteras Regis patenteSy quas idem Barthohmeus 
inde penes se hdbet. In dors. De summa suIh 
scripta per breve de magna sigitlo, inter mandata. 
de Term. Michaelis de anno 36— xx'^ To the 
valewe whereof agreeth Hipodigma Mustri^, 
pa. 127^ where^ setting downe the ransome of 
the Frenche kinge taken at Poyters to the valewe 
of three milliones of florens^ he sayeth^ '' of 
whiche florens duo valebant vj*. viij*." These JZo* 
Tens the same Wsdsingham in another place callethe 
scutes or Frenche crownes, pa. 170^ sayinge^ Rex 
quidim Francie pro sua redemptione solvit regi 
Anglie tres miUidnes scvtoium, quorum duo vor 
lent vnum NobUe, videlicet, sex solidos et octo 
denarios. Whiche scutes in lyke manner, in the 
tyme of kinge Henry the sixte were of the same 
valewe^ as apperethe in Fortascues Commentaries 
qf the Lowes of Englande. But as tfaose^/Jorens 
for the redemptione of the Frenche kinge were 
of the valewe of half one noble; so at the tyme 
of that kings reigne there were also one other 
sorte otjlorens, not of lyke valewe^ but conteyned 
within the price of ij*. x*. q. called Jlorene re-- 
gole^; as apperethe in this record^ of Easter terme, 
of pellis exitus before-sayed/ where yt icf tbu» 
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entred on the sixte of Julye: Guiscardo de An^ 
gles. domino de pleyne martt/ne, in denariis sibi 
liberatis per manm Walteri Hewett militia in 
pretio 4000 florsnorum regauum pretii petii^^ 
ij'. x^. q. de quibus florenis rigalibus 7 compu^ 
tantur pro tribus M)bilibfi8, eidem Guiscardo 
debitis. Whereby you see the meanest of these 
florens did exceed the valewe of ij*. Frenche, (al* 
though you sholde equall that with ii'. Englishes) 
as yt did also in other Countryes. For in the 
Low Countryes at. those dayes yt was much aboute 
the valewe of iij\ iitj'. beinge haUe a pistolet 
Italiane or Spanyshe. For so sayethe Heuterius 
Delphicus^ in the History e of Burgundye, in 
the lyfe of Philippe le hardye^ lyving at- that 
tyme^ and sonne to the Frenche kinge taken pri^ 
soner by the Englishe. Heuterius- wordes be 
diese: Ittustris viri aliorumque nobilium mors 
aded Comitem commoviit, vt relicta obsidione ex^ 
ercitus ad commeatus ducendos' in proxima loca 
distribueriu Decern millibus florbnorum (nwneta 
JBdgica est sbmifistoletumItaucdm pendens) pro 
Anglicani aliorvmque nobilium cadaverum re-- 
demptione, etc. 

Fo : 7. pa : 3. For unseriatt you, will vs to 
reade cerriaU; tor cerrus is a kynde of tree lyke 
an oke^ bearinge maste ; and therefore by your 
correctione yt sholde be '' a garland of greene 
eke cerrialL" But for the same reasone (be- 
cause cerrus ys a kynde of oke as ys also the 
Uez) I judge yt sholde not be redde cerriaU, but 
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wnseriali, tha;t ys^ (yf you will nedes hate thu 
worde cerriall,) a garland of greene oke nQt cer^ 
riaU, as who dudde aaye she had a garland of 
greene oke^ but not of the oke cerriaU, and there* 
fore a gariande of oke ynseriaU^ signifyinge a 
garlande that was freshe and greene^ and not of 
'dead wannyshe color as the oke cerriaU in some 
parte ys. For liie vermSj being the tree whiche 
we oomonly call die holme oke, (as Cooper also 
expoundeth the ilex to be that which we call 
holme^) produceth two kyndes; whereof the one 
hathe greater, and the other lesser acoraes ; whose 
leaves beinge somewhat greene on the one syde, 
and of an ovei^russett and daiky^e color on the 
other syde, were not mete for this garland of 
Emelye, whidie sholde be freshe and greene on 
everye parte, as were her younge and greene 
yeres, lyke to the goddesse to whome ^he saory* 
fyced, and therefore a garland of greene oke 
tmseiiaUj not beinge of oke cerrudl. For yf 
yt had byn doe cerriaU, yt wolde haue shewed 
dudcyshe 4U)d as yt were of deadyshe leaves, and 
not freshe and onent as Chaucer wolde haue her 
garlande. And this for your expositione of im* 
wriail, in some parte; for I wdde suppose that 
this wovde tmsertaU doth not vnaptly signifye 
perfectione of color: so that the having a gan^ 
Sonde o( greene tike vmericM, doth signyfye tiie 
^ke to be grene and unseriaU, that is, (as some 
do expounde this worde unseridUs) imsered, iut«- 
singed, uawithered, of freshe coloi^ lyke unto 
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the oke fuereus whiche hath no sered nor withered 
color in his leafes. And yt was of necessytye 
that Emelye (sacryfysinge to Diana) must haue a 
garlande of the greene oke quercus, because that 
diey whkhe sacryfyced vnto Diana^ otherwise 
called Hecate^ (which name is attribute to Dianss 
as Nataiis Comes affitmedi widi Statins in his 
Achilleis in his first booke sayinge, 

Sk Hn mgineis Heeatae laaaata pharetrii^ 

being Diana adorned with her bovre and arrowes^ 
called also Trivia because Luna^ Diana^ and He^ 
cate, were all one, whereof Virgil speaketh, 

Tergeminamqu^ Hecate^f tria yirginig oxa Dians^' 

were adorned with a crowne of the greene oke 
quercus, because that Hecate was wont to b^ 
crowned therewith^ as hath Pierius Valerianus in 
his 51 booke of Hiwoghffihes, sayinge, Hecate 
quoqud qtumcu coronari aalita est. For although 
quercM be consecrate to JHipiter, because he gave 
his oracles in the same in Sylva Dodonea, and. 
therefore caUed Jupiter Dodoneus; yetAntiqutye 
adorned and cxt>wned Diana Hecate with the same 
CKowne also*. Wherefore I ccmclude, since Emelye 
had a garlande of greene oke, (a^ Chaucer ei 
purpose addeth that w<»de greene to explane wir* 
$eriatt, whichc oignyfyeth unsered, unparched, 
nBwithered in every parte^ not lyk« to the oke 
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cerriall^ xvhoee leafe on the one syde is duskyshe 
as though yt were somewhat withered^) that the 
same word unseriatt must stand unamended, as 
well (as I sayed before) by youre owne correc- 
tione and the nature of the worde, as for that 
Diana, called Hecate, was crowned with the oke 
quercus and not with the oke cerrus. But yf 
you obiecte to mee that, in this place, yt must 
be a garlande of oke cerriall accordinge to the 
wordes of Chaucer in another place, because that 
he in The Flower and the Leafe (newely printed 
by you) hath these wordes; 

I flee come first all in theire clokes white 
A Gompanye that were for delighte: 
ChaplettB fineshe of ol» aernall 
Newly spronge; and Trompetts they were all; 

I denye that therefore in the Knightes Tale yt 
must be oke serriaU. For yt may well bee, that 
suchmeane persons as Trompetts might be crowned 
with so base an oke as the serrtdll ys, whiche I 
call base in respecte of the oke quercus (dedi- 
cate to the god Jupiter) wherewithe Hecate was 
crowned, and whereof gaflands were gjrven to the 
Romans for their noble deserts in the warres, as 
apperethe in the querruUl crowne gyven to those 
whiche had saved a cytyzen. Wherefore Chaucer 
dothe rightly (and of purpose with great iudg- 
ment in my conceyte) make a difference in the 
chaplettes of the Trompettes and the garlande of 
Emely^ in that the Trompetts chapletts were of 
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oke s^Tiall newly spronge, and not come to per- 
fectione^ whiche yet yf they had byn perfecte. 
wolde not haue byn so oryent and greene on bo^ 
sydes as ys the oke quercus^ wherewith he wolde 
haue this Emelye crowned; as was her goddess 
Hecate (to whom she dyd sacryfyce) acaistomed 
to bee. For so in tymes past (as I sayed before) 
the sacTffycer should be adorned with garlandes 
of suche thinges, as were consecrate to the goddes 
to whome they sacryfyced. For whiche cause 
also I am not moved^ though Caxtone in his se- 
donde editione do call yt an oke serriaU. For 1 
knowe (notwidistandinge his fayre prologe of 
printing that by a true copye) there be manye 
imperfections in that Booke. 

Fo : 9. pa : 1. For everye you will us to reade 
eyther. But the sencc ys good, as well that they 
dyd ryde on everye syde of hym, as of et/ther 
syde of hym. For they botfie coulde not ryde of 
cverye syde of hym, no more than they both 
coulde ryde of eyther syde of him; and therefore 
they two ryding on everye side of hym, canne 
haue none other constructione. than that the one 
did ryde of the one syde and the other on the 
other side. And therefore an over-nice correc* 
tione, thoughe some coppies do warrant yt. 

Fo: 10. pa: 1. For save only the intellecte, 
you woutde haue us to reade '* and also the in- 
tellecte.'* But yf you well consider the wordes 
of Chaucer, (as I haue donne in all the written 
copyes whiche i haue yet seene,) his m^minge 

I 
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ys not that the intellecte was wholy gonne^ as yt 
wolde bee yf you sholde reade '^ and also the in* 
tellecte" for *' save only the intellecte/* For 
Chancers meaninge ys, that all his strength and 
vitall spirites aboute his outwarde partes were 
gonne, save only the intellecte or vndentandinge, 
whiche remayned sounde and good, as apperethe 
after by the foUowinge wordes: For when deathe 
approched, and that all outwarde senses fayled, 
he f Arcite] yet cast eye vppon Emelye, remcm- 
bringe her, though the cheifest vitall spirit of his 
heart and his strengthe were gonne from hym. 
But he coulde not haue cast his eye vppon 
Emelye, yf his intellecte had fayled hym. Yet 
yf you liste to reade *' and also the intellecte," 
yt may after a sorte somewhat be borne withall, 
notwithstandinge that a pointe at strength is 
loste; and a parenthesis (Save only the intellecte, 
without more, ) will make the sence good in this 
sort as I have here pointed y t : 

And yet moreouer from his armes two 
The vitall strengthe is lost; and all agoo 
(Save only the intellecte without more) 
That dwelleth in his hart sicke and sore 
Ganfaylen: When the hart felt death &c. 

Fo: 10. pa : 2. For armes straughte you wolde 
reade yt haughte; when straughte is more sig* 
nyficant (and more answerable to Chancers wordes 
whiche followeth) than haughte ys. For he 
speaketh of the bredth and spredinge of the 
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boughes or armes or branches of the tree^ whiche 
this worde straughie doth signyfye^ and is more 
aptlye sett downe for stretched than this word 
haughte, whiche signyfyeth catchinge holde« or 
holdinge faste, or (yf you will streyne yt againste 
his nature) stretching on heigh; whiche agreeth 
not well with Chaucers meanynge. For these be 
his wordes : 

And twentye fadome of bredth armes straughte; 
That Ib to say, the boughes were so broad, &c. 

Fo: 11. pa: !• For all forgotten is his vas- 
fcUage, you wolde haue vs reade ''for all for- 
gotten is then his visage;" a thinge mere im- 
pertinente. For the forgettinge of his visage 
and personage is not materially nor [is it3 re- 
garded of any e to haue his /ace forgotten; but yt 
is muche materiall (and so ys Chaucers mean- 
ynge) that his vassalage, and the good service 
donne in his youthe, shold be forgotten when he 
waxethe olde. And therefore yt must be " his 
vassalage forgotten;'* as presently after Chaucer 
sayeth. Better for a manne to dye when he is 
yonge, and his honor in price, than when he is 
olde, and the service of his youthe forgotten; 
whiche I coulde dilate and prove by manye ex- 
amples ; but I cannott stande longe vppon euerye 
pointe, as well for that I wolde not be tedious 
vnto you, as for that leysure serveth me not there- 
unto. 
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Eo: 13. pa: L For lathe you bidde vs reack 
leefo; which annotacione neded not to haue byn 
there sett downe^ because the verye worde in the 
texte is lefe. 

Fo: 14. pa: 1. For Amocfte^ you reade coi^gT^ 
ed; but> the circumstance corisidered^ (although 
they may both stande^) yt is more probable that 
he [Absolon] knocked at her [the Carpenter's 
wife's] windowe^ than that he coughed. For al- 
though those wordes '* with a semely sownde' 
may haue relation to the voyce, yet Aey may as 
well and with as much consonancye haue reference 
to a semely and gentle kyhde of knockinge at the 
windowe as to the voyce; and so his meanynge 
was by that sounde to wake her^ whiche wolde 
rather be by the noyse of a knocke than of a 
coughe. For so he determyned before to knocke, 
as apperethe in these verses^ when he sayed^ 

So mote I tliryve, I shall at cockes crow 
Foil privily knocke at his w mdowe : 

And so apperethe by the Tale afterwards that he 
knocked, as he did before, although he coughed 
also at the latter tyme; for he knocked twyce. 

Fo : 33. pa : 2. For Surry e you read Russye. 
True yt is, that some written copies haue Hussy e, 
and some Surrye. And therefore indifferent after 
the written copies, and some auncient printed 
copies before my fathers editione. But yf I shall 
interpone my opynione, I wolde more willingly 
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(for this tymc) reccve Surrey; because yt ia 
most lykeiye that the Tartarians whiche dwelt at 
Sara (a place yet well knowen, and bordering 
Tppon the lake Mare Caspium,) are nerer to 
Sorria or the countryea adioynynge called Syria, 
than to Russia. For as Hato the Armeniane^ in 
his Tartarian Historye, sayeth, the cyttye of Sai*a 
was auncyently the famous cyttye of the countrye 
of Cumania; and the Tartarians obteyned the 
kingdome of Syria in the yere 1240^ whiche must 
be in the tymc of the fyrst Tartarian emperor 
called Cains canne, beinge (as I Suppose) he 
wfaome Chaucer nanieth Cambiuscan, for so ys 
[it in] the written copies^ such affynytye is there 
betwene those two names. And> as I gather^ yt 
was after that tyme that the Tartarians had warres 
ia Russia. But I leave y t indifferent at this tyme^ 
meanynge further to consider of y t. 

Fo : 31. pa: %. For these wordes, '* that may 
not saye naye,** you reade " there may no wighte 
say naye/* Both whiche are good, and both founde 
in written copies; and yet the firste will better 
stande^ in my conceyte; because [the king of 
Faerie] there speakinge to his wyfe> he urgeth 
her that she cannott denye y t, because you knowe 
yt and experience tcacheth yt; so that these 
wotdes, " that cannott say naye/' must be taken 
as spoken of his wyfes knowledge, and so as good 
or rather better than '' there may no wighte saye 
naye;" considerii\ge that these wordes ** that 
cannott saye naye/' do signyfye '^ whoe cannott 
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laye naye," in such sorte that this rclatyvc (that) 
meanynge (whoej must haue reference to his 
antecedente^ i. e. this worde wyfe. 

Fo : 35. pa : 3, For '' He cleped yt Valerye 
and Theophraste/^ you saye some wolde haue vs 
reade '' Valery and his Paraphraste/* But as you 
haue left yt at libertee to the reader to iudge^ so 
I thinke yt must nedes be Theophraste, as the 
author [of] Policraticon in his eighte booke^ ca. 
11. (from whome Chaucer borrowethe almost 
worde for worde a great parte of the Wijfe of 
Bathes Prologe,) doth vouche yt. For the au- 
thor of that booke, Johannes Sarisburiensis^ lyvinge 
in the tyme of Henry e the seconde^ sayethe^ Per- 
tur authore Hieranimo Aureolus Theophrasti 
liber de nuptiis, in quo qumritur an vir sapiens 
ducat vxorem, etc. And the Frenche Molinet, 
moralizinge the Romant of the Rose^ and tumynge 
it out of verse into prose^ writeth^ Ha si feusse creu 
Theophraste, &c. Oh, yf I had beleved Theo- 
phraste,.! had never maried womanne; for he 
doth not holde hym wise that maiieth anye wo- 
manne, be she fayre, foule, poore, orricbe; as 
he sayeth in his booke Aureolle; whiche verye 
wordes Chaucer doth recyte. 

Fo : 38. pa : 2. For this worde Countrye you 
will vs to reade Coventrye. But in my written 
copies yt is, *' in my Countrye" whiche I holde 
the truer and for the scnce as good yf not better. 

Fo: 41. pa: 1. This worde makethe is cor- 
rected by you^ who for the same do place wakethe; 
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whiche cannott well stande. For Chaucer^ wordes 
being, *' this maketh the fende," do signyfye (by 
a true conuersione afler the dialecte of our tongue, 
whiche with beautye vseth suche transmutacione 
as I coulde gyve you many pretye instances of,) 
that the sence thereof ys, '' the fende makethe 
this/* For whiche Chaucer vseth these wordes 
by transpositione, accordinge to the rhetoricall 
figure Hyperbaton. *' This makethe the fende :" 
Whiche this? Anger: for that cometh, ys madej, 
or occasioned, by the devill. But yf yt sholde be 
wakethe, then must thesence bee, that this (whiche 
is the anger he speakethe of before) waketh the 
fende; whiche oure offences cannot do; because 
he cannott be waked, in that he neyther slum- 
breth nor slepeth, but alwayes watcheth and 
howrely seeketh occasione to destroye us, lyke a 
roringe lyone. But yf you will nedes saye '* this 
waketh the fende,'' that is, by conuersione after 
this manner, '' the fende waketh this,'' whiche 
signyfyeth the fende waketh or styrreth this in 
manne; yt may, after a harde and over-streyned 
sorte, beare some sence, whiche yet hath not that 
energye, spirit, or lyfe, which haue Chancers 
wordes, '* this maketh the fende." Whiche wordes 
are in my written copies, and in all written and 
auncient printed copies whiche I have yet scene. 

Fo: 96. pa: 2. Vppon these wordes, " O 
Hughe of Lincolne sleyne also, &c." You saye, 
that in the 29. H. S. eightene Jewes werebroughte 
from Lincolne, and hanged for crucyfyinge a childe 
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of eight yeres olde. Whichc facte was in the 39. 
H. 3. so that you mighte verye well haue sayed^ 
that the same childe of eighte yeres olde was the 
same Hughe of Lincolne; of whiche name there 
were twoe, viz. thys younger Seinte Hughe^ and 
Seinte Hughe bishoppe of Lincolne, whiche dyed 
in the yere 1200, long befcM^ this Ktle Seinte 
Hughe. And to prove [that] this childe of eighte 
yeres olde and that yonge Hughe of Lincolne 
were but one, I will sett downe two auctoryties 
out of Mathewe Paris and Walsingharoe; whereof 
the fyrete wryteth, that in the yere of Cbriste 
ld5S, beinge the 39. of Henrye the 3, a childe 
called Hughe was sleyne by the Jewes at Lyn- 
colne, whose lamentable histwye he delyvereth 
at large; and further, in the yere 1266, being 
40. Hen. 3, he sayeth, Dimissi sunt quieti 94 
Judddi a Turri London, qui ibidem infames tene- 
^AtUur compediti pro crticifixiom sancti Hugomis 
Lincolne. All whiche Thomas Wakingliam, in 
Hf/podigtna Neustriie, coniirmeth; sayinge, A\ 
1855. Puer quidam Christianus, nomine Hvoo, 
i Judieis captusy in opprobrium Christianl fUN 
minis crudelitir est cruc0xu^. 

Fo: 86. pa : 1. [Where the sunne is in his aa- 
censione, &:c.] You will us to reade for the sam^ 

Ware the sunne in his ascensione 

Ne fynde you not replete of hamort hotte. 

Foryfytdoe, Ic 
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But, saving correctione^ the fornrer sfnce is good: 
for these wordes^ Where the surme is in his a$ 
censioHCy must haue relatione to the wordes of the 
verse before. 

Ye be rigfate colericke of complexione; 

and then is the sence, that she [the fair Pertelote] 
billed hyra to purge, for that he was righte (that is, 
extremely e and in the highest degree) colericke of 
complexione, where (whiche signyfyeth wften) the 
sunne is in his ascensione. Wherefore he must 
take heede, that he did not fynde hym repleate 
(at that tyme of the sunnes being in his a^en- 
sionc) of hotte humors; for yf he did, he shoulde 
surelye haue an ague. And this will stand with 
the wordes Where the sunne is in his ascensione, 
taking where for when, as y t is often vscd. But 
yf you mislyke that glosse, and will begyh one 
new sence, as yt is in some written copies, and 
saye. Ware the sunne in his ascensione ne fynde 
you not repleate, &c. yet yt cannott bee that the 
other wordes, for yf yt doe, canne answer the 
same, because this pronoune relative yt cannot 
haue relatione to this worde you, which wente be- 
fore in the lyne, Ne fynde you not repleate of 
humors hotte. So that yf you will nedes reade 
ware for where, yet the other parte of the fol- 
lowinge verse must nedes be, " for yf you doe," 
and not '' for yf yt doe;" vnlesse you will saye 
that this worde yt must haue relatione to these 

K 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 FRANCIS THYNNB's 

wordes^ the sunfie in his ascensione, whiche yt can* 

nott have, those wordes goinge two lynes before, 

and the pronoune you interposed betwene the 

same and that his correlative yt. Wherefore these 

vrordes, for yf yt doe, wust nedes stande as they 

did before, though you will correcte " Where the 

sunne &c.*' and saye *' Ware the sunne &c/* 

Whiche yf you will nedes haue, you must cor- 
recte the rest in this sorte: 

Ware the sanne in his aacensione 
Thatyt fynde you not repleat of humors hotte, 
^ Forjf yt doe, &c 

But this correctione (savinge, as I sayed, correc- 
tione,) semeth not so good as the former texte. 
. Fol : 86. pa : 2, Vppon these wordes, Lo^ in 
the lyfe of Kenelme we reade, you saye that Ke-r 
nelme was sleyne by his sister Quenda ; whiche 
shoulde be Quendrida ; as Williame of Malms- 
berye and Ingulphus have. Whiche Quendrida 
dothe signyfye Queue Drida; as the author of the 
Antiquytyes of Seint Albons and of the Abbotts 
thereof (supposed to be Mathewe Paris) dothe 
expounde yt. For that author, speakinge of the 
wyfe of Offa the greate kinge of Mercia, (a wicked 
and proude womanne because she was of the 
stocke of Charles the greate,) dothe saye, that 
she was called Drida, and being the kings 
wyfe was termed Quendrida, id est, Regina 
Drida. 
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Fo: 87. p: 1. Vppon these wordes of Tuuvm 
was forty e degrees and one, you saye that this 
place ys misprinted^ as well in not naniynge of 
the signe> as of the misreckonynge of the de- 
gree»i> that the two and twentye of Marche the 
sunne is in Aries^ and that but e^even degrees or 
tfaereaboutes, and hathe in all but thirtye degrees. 
In whiche^ in seminge to correcte the former 
printe (whiche in truthe deseruethe amendement, 
but not in that order,) you seme to mee to erre> 
as farre as heauen and erthe^ in mistakinge Chau* 
cers meanynge and his wordes, as well for the 
daye of the monthe, as for the signe. For where 
you suppose that Chaucer meanethe the two and 
twentithe daye of Marche, you mistake yt. For 
although yt should be the 23 of the monthe, as 
the printed booke hathe; yet canne yt not be the 
2S daye of Marche, but must of necessytye be 
the two and twenty the of Aprille; and so the 
signe Taurus trulye named. But first I must 
saye, the number of the dayes is misprinted; for 
where yt is twentye dayes and two, yt must be 
(and so are my written copies) thirtye dayes and 
two; whiche must be the seconde of Maye, as 
you shall well see by the wordes of Chaucer. For 
whether you reckon thirtye two dayes, withe the 
truthe, as hathe the written copye; or twentye 
two dayes, with the printe; yet must you be* 
gynne to reckon them from after the last of Marche. 
For so dothe Chaucer; sayinge Marche was com 
pleate, in these wordes : 
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When the monthe in whiche the worlde Vegmn> 
That hight March, when God first made man. 
Was complete, and passed were also 
Since Marche byganne, &c. 



Whereby you see, that you inust begynne to 
reckon the number of dayes from the tyme of 
Marche complete; and then woulde the signe fall 
out to be in Taurus. Yf you holde you to the 
printe for the 32 daye after Marche, which is 
the 23 daye of Aprill in which the sunne is aboute 
xi degrees in Taurus; or to the written copye 
of thirtye two dayes, which is the seconde of 
Maye at what tyme the sunne ys also aboute some 
xxi degrees in Taurus; the signe is not misrec- 
koned or misnamed, as you suppose. Neither 
canne these wordes. Since Marche begcmne, heipe 
you to reckon them from the begynnynge of 
Marce, as you seme to doo; because they must 
answere and be agreeable to the former wordes of 
Chaucer, whiche sayethe Marche was complete; 
and, for that we shoulde not doubte thereof^ he 
addethe also farther, and passed were also since 
Marche beganne; where the wdrde beganne ys 
misprinted for begonne, that is, since Marche be 
gonne, this word begonne being put for is gonne, 
or gonne by, or departed. So that the genuyne 
sence thereof is. When March was complete, and 
also were passed, since March is gonne, or gonne 
by, or departed For, in many olde Englishe 
wordes, this syllable be is sett before ; to make 
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yt more ftignyficant and of force; as tor mane 
we saye betnone; for sprincledy besprincled; for 
dewed, bedewed, &c. as in this case for ganne ys 
sett downe begonne. But although there be no 
misnaminge of the signe, yet yt is true the de- 
grees of the signe are misreckoned; the error 
whereof grewe, because the degree of the signe 
is made equall with the degree of the sunne as- 
cended above the horizon^ beinge at that tyme 
xli degrees in heighte from the horizon. But to 
remedye all this, and to correcte yt accordinge 
as Chaucer sett yt downe in myne and other writ- 
ten copies; and that yt may stande with all ma- 
diematicall jM'oportione, whiche Chaucer knewe 
and observed there ; the print must be corrected 
aft^ those written copies (whiche I yet hoMe for 
sounde till I maye disprove them) having these 
wordes : 



When that the month in whiche the worlde beganne^ 
That hight Marche, when God first made manne^ 
Was complete, and passed were also 
Since Marche begonne thirty dayes and two; 
Befell that Chanteclcre in all bis pride. 
His seven wives walkinge him beside. 
Caste vp his eyen to the bright sunne. 
That in the signe of Taurus had yrunne 
Twenty e degrees and one and somewhat more ; 
And knewe by kynde and by none other lore 
That yt was pryme, and crewe willi blisful steven: 
The sanne, quoth he, is clomben vp on heaven 
Fortye degrees and one, and more, y wis, &c. 
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And that this shoulde be mente xxxij dayes after 
Marche, and the seconde of Maye, there be manye 
reasons, besides those that Chaucer nameth; 
which are> that the sunne was not farre from the 
middle of his ascensione, and in the signe Taurus. 
Further, since I am now in Chanteclere*s dis- 
course^ I must speake of one worde in the same 
deservinge correctione, whiche I see you over* 
slipped. And because I thinke you knewe not 
.what to make of yt^ (as indede by the printinge 
few menne canne vnderstand yt,) I will sett 
downe the correctione of the same; being the 
worde Mer^turicke, farr corrupted ftr Mercefi" 
ricke, in Saxon CDejiecenjiyke which is the king- 
dome of Mercia; for so was Kenelme the sonne, 
and Kenulphus the father^ both kinges of Mercia; 
the one reignynge 36 yeres, and the other mur- 
dred by his sister Quendrida, as ys before noted. 
And that yt is the kingdome of Mercia^ the ety- 
mon of the worde doth teache; forp^k in the 
Saxon tongue signyfyeth a kingdome; mepcen 
signyfyeth markes or boundes or marches of coun- 
try es: So that Meixenricke is rcgnum Mercia, 
or the kingdome of Mercia, or of the boundes so 
called, because all the other Saxons bounded 
vppon the same, and that lykewise vppon them ; 
since that kingdome did lye in the middle of Eng- 
land, and conteyned most of the shires thereof. 

Fo : 90. pa : 2. For pUloure you will vs to 
reade pellure, signifyinge furres. But although 
the Clergye ware furres^ and some of them bad 
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their outwarde ornamentes thereof when thejr 
came to their service, as the Chanons had their 
grey amises ; yet in this place, to shewe the 
proude and stately ensignes of the Clergye, he 
there natneth the Popes crowne, and the Cardi- 
nails pilloures, yf I be not deceved. For euery 
Cardinall had, for parte of his honorable ensignes 
borne before hym, certein silver pillars ; as had 
Cardinall Wolsey, in the tyme of kinge Henrye 
the eighte; and Cardinall Pole, in my memory. 
So that pilloure in that place is better than pel^ 
lure; because pilloures were a note of more 
pride and maiestye (against whiche the Plow* 
manne dotbe enveye in those wordes, ) than in the 
wearinge of furres, 

, Fo: 90. pa: 2. For these wordes. With change o£ 
many manner of meates, you woulde have vs reade. 
They eate of many manner of meates. Touchinge 
whiche^ although the sence stande well, yet sure 
Chaucer followeth this matter in many staves toge-r 
ther with this prepositione cum, (with,) and this 
coniunctione ef, (and;) — as, " With pride misledd 
the poore,and it^iY/i money filled manye a male, &c." 
so he contynuethe yt still with that prepositione, 
'* with change of many meates;" whiche is as 
good as the other; for euery one knoweth Chaa- 
cers meanynge to be that they eate of many 
meates, when they haue change of many meates; 
for why shoulde they haue change of meates, but 
for varyetyc to please the palates taste in eatynge. 
In the next staffe, for myten^s moe then one or two 
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you teache vs to reade, " mytew thetf tveare mo 
then one or two;" whiche, methinkethe, nedeth not. 
For the wearinge of their mytew is included in 
these wordes. And myters more then one or two. 
Whiche wordes are curteyled for the verse his 
cause^ that the same mighte kepe an equall pro- 
portone and decorum in the verse, whiche would 
be lengthened one foote or sillable more than the 
other versesj yf your readinge shoulde stande. 
But yf you saye, that in this and other thinges I 
am overstreyghte-laced and too obstinately bente 
to defende the former printed editione, in that I 
woulde rather allowe an imperfect sence^ and 
suche as must be vnderstoode when y t ys not fully 
expressed, than a plain style; I will ans were withe 
a grounde of the lawe, quod frustra fit per plura 
quod fieri potest per pauciora, and quod subiiP- 
telligitur non deest. Wherefore yt is nedelesse 
to make that playner by additOne of wordes^ 
when yt maye be as well conceyvcd in any rea- 
sonable mens vnderstandinge without such addi- 
t5ne. But on these and suche petit inattens, I 
will not nowe longe insiste, (being things of no 
greate momente,) vntill I haue further examyned 
more written copyes to trye, whether wee shall 
rcade the olde texte or your newe correctione. 

Fo: 122. pa : 2. The lordes sonne of Wind^ 
sore. Vppon the^e wordes you saye, this maye 
seme strange bothe in renpecte that yt is not in 
the Frenche, as also for that there was no lorde 
Windsore at those dayes. But yt semedi to me 
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more strange that these wordes shoulde seme 
strange to you, not to be in the Frenche, where 
you shall fynde them* For thus hathe the Frenche 
ivritten Romante, as maye appere in the old 
Frenche vsed at the tyme when the Romante was 
composed, in this sorte: 

Pris a Franchiae lez alez 
Ne sai coment est appelles, 
Beaui est et genz, se il fat ores 
Fuiz an seigneur de Guindesores: 

Whiche b thus englished: Next to Fi^anchise 
went a young hachelevy I knowe not howe he 
was called, he was fayre and gentle, as yf he. 
had byn sonne to the lorde of Windsore. Where 
in olde Frenche this vf ord fuiz (vsed here as in 
manye places of that booke) is placed for diat 
whiche we wryte and pronounce at this daye for 
JUz or fitz, in Englishe sonne. And that it -is 
here so mente, you shall see in the Romante of 
the Rose turned into prose, moralized by the 
French Molinet, and printed at Paris in the yere 
1521, who hathe the same verses in these wosdes 
in prose: ^ Franchise s'estoit prins vn ieune 
bacheler de qui ne scay le nome,. fort hell, en son 
temps Jilz du seigneur e de Guindesore. Whiche 
you mighte have well seene, had you but remem- 
bered their orthographic, and that the Latyne, 
Italiane, Frenche, and Spanyshe have no doble w, 
as the Dutche, the Englishe, and suche as haueaffy- 
nytye with the Dutche; since they vse for doble w 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 «iAHrrt tmrKNi's 

(a letter coSone to vs) these tvro letters gu, ts 
in GiUielmus, which we wryte Willieltnm ; in 
guerra, which we call and write war^^e ; in Guat' 
terus, which we write Walter; ki guardeine, 
which we pronounce and write nvardeyne; and 
8uche lyke; accordinge to whiche in the Frenche 
yt is Guindesore for Windesore. For your other 
coniectures> why that Chaucer shoulde inserte 
the lordes son of Windesore, they are of no great 
momente; ntqiie adhuc constat that Chaucer 
translated the Romante, when Windsor Castle was 
in buildinge. For then I suppose that Chaucer 
was but younge; whereon I will not stande A 
this tyme, no more than I will that there was no 
lord Windsore in those dayes ; although 1 suppose 
that Sir William Windsore, being then a worthye 
knighte and of great auclorytye in Englande and 
in the partes beyond the seas vnder the kinge of 
Englande, mighte be lord Windsore, of whom the 
Frenche tooke notice, being in those partes, and 
by them called setgneure de Windesore, as euery 
gouemor was called seigneure emongst them. 
But whether he were a baron or no in Englande, 
I cannott yet saye; because I haue not my booke 
of Somons of Barons to Parliamente in my handes 
at this instante. 

Fo: 171. pa: 2. By ordalU &c. Vppon whiche 
yon write thus. " Ordalia is a tryall of chastytye, 
through the fyre, as did Emma, mother of the 
Confessor; or ells over hotte bumynge coulters 
ofyron, barefoote^ as did Cunegunde, &c." But 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANIUADTSRSIOKt* 7ft 

m this describinge definitioDe you have comytted 
nanye imperfectOns. First, that ordall was a 
tryall hf fyre, ^hiche is but a species of the 
ordall ; for orddlium was a trffatt by fyre mnd 
iioater. Secondlye, that y t was a tryall of chas- 
tity, whiche was but parccH thereof; for the 
ordall was a tryall for many e other matters. Third- 
lye, you saye yt was by goinge through the fyre, 
when the fyery ordall was onlye by goinge on 
hotte shares or eoulters, ot by holdinge a hotte 
pece of yrone in the hande, and not going 
through the fyre. Fourthlye, that Emma, mother 
to Edwarde the Confessor, receved this tryall by 
goinge through the fyre: but she passed not 
through the fyre as you bringe her for m ex- 
lunple of your ordall, but passed barefoote vppoa 
nyne bumynge ^ares, fowre for her self^ add 
fyve for Alwyne bishoj^e of Winchester, with 
whome she was suspected of incontynencye ; 
whiche historye you maye see at large in Ranul- 
phusHigden, in his Folicraniean, H: 6. ca: 3S> 
and in other authors; of wktohe ordaU I coulde 
make a longe and no comone diseourse ; of the 
manner of consecrating the fyre and water; how 
yt was vsed emongst the Saxons before;, and ihe 
NormsCHs since, the Conqueste; and of many 
other thinges belonging vnto yt^ But L will 
passe them ouer^ and onlye deliver to you a 
thinge knowen to fewe; how this ordall was con« 
tynued Ufi>£nglande in the tyme of Idnge Johne, 
as appereth in Claus. 17. JohU, m. 25, vntiU 
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yt was taken awaye by the Courte of Rome; and 
after that> in Englande^ by the auctorytye of 
ktnge Henrye the tliirde, whereof you sha 1 fynde 
in the Towre Patent. 3. H. 3. mem. 5, where yt 
if)eakethe of iudgmente and tryall by fyre and 
water to be forbydden by the Church of Rome^ and 
that yt shoulde not be vsed here in Englande ; ad 
apperethe in the >vordes of that record: Illis verd 
qui mediia criminibus rectati WfU, et quibtt^ 
competeret indicium ignis vel oquiB si non essei 
prohibitum, et de quibus si regnum nostrum 
abiurarent nulla fieret postea mal^fidendi sus-- 
pitio, regnum nostrum abiurent &c. 

Fo : 246. pa : I . Speaking of the storke, you 
saye that Chaucers wordes '' wreaker of adulterye" 
shoulde rather be '* bewrayer of adultery e;" 
whiche in truth accordinge to one propryetye of 
his nature may be as you saye^ but according to 
another propryetye of his nature yt should be 
*' the wreaker of adulterye/' as Chaucer hathe 
it; for he ys a greater wreaker of the adulterye 
of hisowne kynde and female than the bcwrayer 
of the adulterye of another kynde, and of his 
hostesse on the toppe of whose howse he har- 
boreth. For Aristotle say eth (and Bartholomeua 
de proprietatibus rerum, li: 12. cap. 8, with 
many other auctors) that yf the storke by any 
meanes perceve that his female hath broked 
ftpousehedde, he will no more dwell with her, 
but stryketh and sq cruelly beateth her, that be 
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irtll not surcease vnrill he hathe killed her yf he^ 
maye^ to wreake and revenge that adulterye. 

These and suche lyke in my conceyte are woi^- 
thye to be touched in your AnnotacOns, besides 
other matters whiche you haue not handled; where- 
of (because tyme requirethc after all this tedious 
treaty ce to drawe to an ende) I will not now 
treate; but onlye speake a litle more of fyvb 

BSPECIALL THINGBS WORTHYE THE ANIMADVERSdNB. 

Of whiche the fybste ys, that you make the 
PlQuomans Tale to go next before the Persons 
Tale, suffering the Persons corrupted Prologue 
to passe with this begynnvnge, Bt/that the Plow- 
mannc had his Tale ended; when all written 
copies, (whiche I coulde yet see,) and my fa* 
thcrs editionc, haue yt, JSi/ that the Manciple 
had his Tale ended. And because my father 
coulde not «ee by any Prologues of the other 
Tales, (whiche for the most parte shewe the dc- 
pendancye of one Tale vppon another,) where to 
place the Plownians Tale, he putt yt after the 
Persons Tale, whiche, by Chaucera ownc wordes, 
was the last Tale; as apperethe by the Peraoris 
Prologue, where the hoste sayeth, that euery 
manne had tolde his Tale btfore. So that the 
Plowmans Tale must be sett in some other place 
before the Manciple and Persons Tale, and not 
as yt ys in the last editOne. 

Anothsb THiNGH ys, that yt would be good that 
Chaucers proper Workes were distinguished from 
the adulterat and suche as were not his; as the 
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Testamente of Cres^de, the Letter of Cuptde^ 
and the Baiade begynnynge / have a ladgs 
whereso she be^ &c. whiche Chaucer never com- 
posed^ as may suf&cientlye be proved by the 
things themselves. 

The THiBPB MATTU ys, that in youre epistle de-^ 
dicatorye to Sir Roberte Cecil you saye, " Thi* 
Booke when yt was first published in printe was. 
dedicate to kinge Henrye the eighte." But that 
is not so. For the firste dedicatione to that kinge 
was by my father^ when diverse of Chancers 
Wcnrkes had bya thrise printed before; whereof 
two editions were by Willm Caxtone, the firste 
printer of Englaade, who first printed Chaucers 
Tales in one columne in a ragged letter^ and 
after in onQ columne in a better order; and the 
^rde editione was printed, as farre as I remem* 
ber, by Winkin de Worde or Richarde Pinson> 
the seconde and tibirde printers of Englande, as 
I take them. Whiche three editSns beinge verye 
imperfecte and corrupte occasioned my father 
(for the love he oughte ta Chaucers learnyng) 
to sedLe die augmente and correctdne of Cbau-- 
cera Workes, whiche he happily fynyshed; the 
same being, since that tyme, by often printing 
much corrupted. Of this matter I^ shoulde have 
spoken first of all, because y t is the first imper- 
fectone of your paynfuU and coinendable labors^ 
Yet because the proverb ys Better late than 
never, I hold y t better to speake of y t here that^ 
not at alU 
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The Fouirrm thinge ys, that, in the Catalogue 
of the Auctors, you haue omitted many auctors 
vouched by Chaucer; and therefore did lightlye 
intitle yt. Most, and not All, of the Auctors cited 
by Geffrye Chaucer. 

The FYPTB MATTfcK ys in the Romante of the 
Rose, fo. I4t4i, that the worde Haroldes [or i/o- 
roltea] in this verse. 

My kingc ^ Harokes sbalte thoa be, 

must, by a metathesia or transpositione of the let* 
ters, be Harlote^ and not Haroltes, and the verse 
thusj 

My kinge of JEbrfo/et ahalt thou be. 

And so ys yt in the editCne of Chaucer's Works^ 
printed in anno Domini 1542^ accordinge to the 
Frenche moralizatione of Molinet, fo. 149. vfhere 
he is called " roye des Ribauldes" whiche iSj 
the kinge of Ribaldes or Harlottes cur evill and 
wicked persons ; an officer of great accompte in 
tymes paste, (and yet vsed in the Courte of 
France but by another name,) in some parte be« 
inge the office of the marshall of Englande. All 
whiche, because you shall not thinke I dreame^ 
(though yt may seme strange to the ignorant to 
have so greate an officer intituled of suche base 
persons as to be called kinge or governor of Ri* 
hauldes,} you shall heare Johes TyUius (in hm 
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seconde booke De Rebus Gallicis vnder the title 
de prefecto pretorio regis) confirme in these 
wordes: In domesticis^ regum constitutionibus^ 
quos proxima capite nominoDimus^ fit mentio 
REGIS RiBALDORUM, officH domestici^ quern semper 
oportet stare extra portam pretorii, &c. And a 
litle after the explanynge of their office, he addp- 
eth; sic autem appeUantur, quia iam turn hoj- 
mines pef*diti KBAjjyi, et ribajjda mulieres pueJr 
laque perdita voeantur. Rbgis nomsn superiori 
aut iudici tribuitur, quemadmodum magnus 
Cubtcularius dicttur Rex Mercatorum, &c. 
Where he maketh the Regem Rihaldorum an ho- 
norable officer for manye causes, as Vincentius 
Luparius in his fyrste booke of the Magistrates 
of France doth sdso/ vnder the title of Rex Ri^ 
baldorum et Provostus Hospitii; makinge the 
iudex pretartanus and this rex rihaldorum or 
pravo^us JiospHii to seme all one; addinge fur-* 
ther( after manye other honorable partes belong- 
inge to this office) that meretricihm auHcis hos-^ 
pitta assignare solehat. In whiche pointe, bothe 
for orderinge and correctinge the harlottes and 
evill persons fbllowinge the Courte of Ehglande^ 
(whiche is theduty of the Marshall,) the Frenche 
and wee agree. Wherefore, touching that parte, 
you shall heare somewhat of the Marshalls office 
sett downe and founde in the Customes, whiche 
Thomas of Brothertone (sonne to kinge Edwarde 
the fyrste) challenged to his office of Mar-^ 
shalrye; where, emongst other thinges> are these- 



Digitized by 



Google 



81 

frordei: Maimm (wludie was of tbe Masrittlh 
dqMityes executiage that he should ells do 
hym selfe) virgatam i meretricibus prohtbere et 
deliberare; et habetj ex consuetudine. Maris- 
callus ex qu&libet meretrioe c<»niiiuni infra metas 
hospitii invents iiij^. primo die. Qua, si iterum 
itvoenta in BalUvd sud inventatur, capiatur; et 
coram Seneschallo inhibeantur ei hospitia Regis 
et RegiTUB et liberorum stuyrum, ne iterum ingre- 
diatur. Sec. And so afterwarde shewethe what 
shall be done to those women^ yf they be founde 
agayne in the Kinges Courte^ in suche sorte, that, 
as by Tillius, this Rex Ribaldarum his auctorytye 
was over Tiomines perditos, mulieres paellasqu^ 
perditas: And that yt was, by Luparius, to assigne 
to Ribaldes lodginge out of the Courte, ( for so 
modestye willeth vs to vnderstandej because they 
shoulct not ofTende and infecte the Cpurte with 
their sighte and manners,) so ys yt our Marshalls 
offiee to banysbe those harlottes the Courte, and 
bestowe them in some other place, where they 
might be lesse annoyance. Wherefore I conclude 
with the French^ and tbe former editone of 
Chaucer in the yere of Christe 1543^ that False 
Semblance was of fighte to be made kinge of 
Harlottes, whe^woulde mightelybe offended to 
haue them holden of the conditions of False 
Senilsfonce. Nowe here be nugtt in tiie Remante 
ef the Rose, i cannott (as the proverb ys) take 
my hand from the^table, fyndinge so 4nanye oyeiw 
sightes in the two last edittones, h^t must apeakp 

M 
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of one thing more^ deserving correctionej in 
these wordes of the Romante^ fo. 116 of the lait 
itnpressdne : 

Amidde nw I Hate stcmde. 
That for wrathe and yre and onde 
Semed to be a Minomse; 

Where this worde Minoresse shoulde be Ma- 
ueresse, signyfyinge a mover or styrrer to de- 
bate. For these be the Frenche verses in the 
oldest written copye that euer was to be founde 
in Englande^ yf my coniecture fayle me not^ by 
the age of the Frenche wordes^ which are these: 

Euz euz le milieu vi Hayn^ 
Qui de oourouz et datayn 
Sembla bien ettre mouereste, 
Et couiouse et teucerrette. 

Beinge thus englyshedj as of righte ikej oughte^ 
accordinge to die Frenche: 

Amydde sawe I Hate ftonde. 
That of wrathe and yre and onde 
Semed weD to be moaveruBet 
An angry wigfate and chydemie. 

Whiche word moavereMse the learned Molinet^ in 
his moralization of that Romant, doth tume into 
ducteresse, a leader or kadre$&e; bo that, they 
agree yt shoulde not be a minaressep but a moO' 
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veresse or leadresse of and to anger and yre; 
anye of whose wordes will as well and rather 
better fitt the sence and verse of Chaucer, and 
better answer the Frenche originall and mean^ 
ynge, than the inserted worde Minoresse. 

Thus hoping that you will accepte in good and 
frendlye parte these my whatsoever conceytes 
vttered vnto you, to the ende Chancers Workes 
by much conference and many iudgmentes mighte 
at lengthe obteyne their true perfect5ne and 
glorye, as I truste they shall, yf y t please God to 
lend me tyme and leysure to reprinte, correcte, 
and comente the same after the manner of the 
Italians who have largely coinented Petrarch; I 
sett end to these matters; corny ttinge you to 6od^ 
and me to your curtesye. 

Clerkenwell Greene^ 

the xvi of december 159d. 

Your lovinge frende, 

FRANCIS THYNNR 
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TESTAMENTUM JOHANNIS GOWER. 

Ex Registro Archiep. Arundel, Parte prima, 
/a/. 256, a. b. /al. 257. a. 

In Dbi nominb Amsk, Ego Johannes Grower' 
compos mentis, et in fide catholica ad misericor- 
diam divinam domini nostri Jesu Christi ex toto me 
commendans, condo testamentum meum sub hac 
fonna. In primis lego animam meam Deo crea- 
tori meo, et corpus ad sepeliendum in ecclesia 
Canonicorum beate Marie de Overes in loco ad 
hoc specialiter deputato. Et lego Priori dicte 
ecclesie qui pro tempore fuerit quadraginta so- 
lidos. Item lego Subpriori viginti solidos. Item 
lego cuilibet Canonico sacerdoti Deo ibidem ser- 
Tienti xiij' et iiij'. ceteris verd Canonicis ibiden^ 
noviciis lego cuilibet eorum sex solidos et viij'. ut' 
omnes et singuli exequias sepulture mee devocius 
colant, orantes pro me. Item lego cuilibet va* 
letto infra portas dicti Prioratus Priori et Con- 
ventui servienti duos solidos, et cuilibet garcioni 
xij'. Item lego ecclesie beate Marie Magdalene 
xl. solidos ad luminaria et omamenta; dicte ec-» 
clesie. Item lego sacerdoti ibidem paroch, x» 
solidos, ut oret et orari faciat pro me< Item lego 
magistro clerico ibidem iij\ Item lego subcle^ 
rico ij*. Item lego iiij ecclesiis paroch. in Sout* 
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werk, viz. sancte Margarete, sancti Georgii, sancti 
Olaui^ et sancte Marie Magdalene iuxta Ber- 
mundcsey, cuilibet earum singillatim xiij*. et 
iiij^ ad ornaments et lumiaaria ut 0upra. Et 
cuilibet sacerdoti paroch. sive rectori in cura 
ibidem pro tempore residenti et eccleede senrienti 
sex\ et octo^ ut orent et orari pro me in suis 
parochiis faciant et procurent. Item lego ma- 
gistro Hospitalis sancti Thome martiris in SouAe- 
weilc xV. et euilibet sacerdoti qui est de gnemio 
dicti Hoi^talis in eodem servient! vj^. et viij''. ut 
orent ibidem pro me. item lego cuilibet sorori 
professe in dicto Hospitali iij*. et liij^ et cuilibet 
earam ancille infirmos custodienti xx^ Item lego 
cuilibet infirmo infra dictum Hosfutale langucati 
xij'. Item lego singulis Hospitalibus subscriptis^ 
viz. sancti Thome Elsingspitell, Bedlem cxtm 
Byschopus-gat^ scint Mary spitell juxta Weste. 
cuilibet sorori ubi sunt sorores in ^ctis Hospi* 
talibus professe una cum ancillis et ianguentilnis 
ibidem> ut percipiant singillatim modo ut supra. 
Item lego ouilibet domuum leprosonim in sobnr- 
biis London, decem*. ad distribuendimi inter 
eosdem^ nt client pro me. Item lego Priori de 
Elsingspitell xl^. et cuilibet Canonico saoeidori 
ibidem professo «ex*. ct viij^. ut oi>ent pro me. 
Item lego ad servicium altaris in Capella sanoti 
Johannis Baptiste in qua ccupss meum sepelien- 
dum est, viz. 4iio vestimenta de panno serico 
cum toto eoTum apparatu, quorum unum est de 
Slew Baudkyn mixtum de colore albo, et aliud 
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iKestimentum est de albo seiico. Item lego ad 
servicium dicti altaris unum missale grande et 
povum eciam et unum calicem novum^. unde 
voluntas mea est quod dicta vestimenta una cum 
missale et calice maneant imperpetuum tantum« 
modo ad servicium dicti altaris^ et non alibi: 
Item lego Priori et ConvenUii quendam magnum 
librum sumptibus meis noviter compositum^ qui 
Martilogium dicitur^ sic qu6d in eodem specia- 
lem memoriam scriptam secundum eorum pro* 
missa cotidie habere debeo. Item lego Agneti 
uxori mee c^. legalis monete. Item lego eidem 
iii ciphos^ unum cooperculum, duo salaria^. et xij 
cocliaria de argento. Item lego eidem omnes 
lectos meos et cistas una cum apparatu aule^ pa- 
netre^ coquine^, et eorum vasis et omnibus uten- 
siliis quibuscunque. Item lego eidem unum ca- 
licem et unum vestimentum pro altare quod est 
infra oratorium hospicii mei. Item volo qu^^ si 
dicta Agnes uxor mea- diucius me vivat; tunc 
ipsa libere et pacifice,. immediate post mortem 
meam^ percipiat omnes redditus michi debitos de 
finnis Manenorum meonun tarn de Southwell in 
Comitatu Nott. quam de Multon in Com. Sufi* 
prout in quodam scripto inde confecto sub sigillo 
meo necnon sub sigillis aliorum plenius constari 
poterit. Huius autem Testamenti facio et con- 
stituo executores meos^ viz. Agnetem uxorem 
meam^ dominum Arnaldum Savage militem^ do- 
minum Rogerum Armigerum^ dominum Willel- 
mum Denne canonicum Capelle domini Regis, et 
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Johannem Burton clericum. Dat. inffa Prioratam 
beate Marie de Overes in Sutwerke in festo As« 
mmpcionis beate Marie a"", dni millesimo cccc^. 
octavo. 

Tenore presencium nos Thomas^ etc. Notum 
facimus universia quod vicesimo quarto die mens. 
Octobri^ anno dni millesimo cccc^. octavo in 
Manerio nostro de Lamhith probatum fuit coram 
nobis Tegtamentum supra scriptum pro eo etc. 
cuius pretextu etc. Administracioque omnium 
bonorum dictum testamentum concern, vbicunque 
etc. dilecte in Christo filie Agneti uxori sue exec, 
in eodem Testamento nominate commissa extitit 
et per eandem admissa in debita forma iuris. Re^ 
servata nobis potestate> etc. In cuius rei etc. 
Dat. die, loco, mense, et anno supradictis et nostre 
translacionis terciodec. anno. 

Novcrint universi per presentes etc. quod nos 
Thomas etc. de fidelitate dilecte in Christo fille 
Agnetis relicte et executricis testament! et bono^ 
rum administratricis Johannis Gower nuper de* 
functi, cuius testamentum per nos nuper de pre* 
rogativa nostre Cant, ecclesie pfo eo quod idem 
defunctns nonnulla bona optinuit in diversid dioc. 
nostre Cant, provinc. dum vivebat et tempore 
mortis sue tunc extitit approbatum^ et adminis* 
tracio bonorum eiusdem dicte Agneti commissi 
de et super administracione, etc. confidentei 
ipsam ab ulteriori etc. In cuius rei etc. Dat. in 
Manerio nro de Lamhith vij~. die mensis No- 
Tcmb. A*, dni milleaimo cccc?*. octavo, etc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PEED TO WHICH JOHN GOWEB IS A 
WITNESS, 

JBjt Cartis Marchionis de Stqfford. 

OMMtWs hanc cartaip vburui vel tadilum Ro» 
\mi\xfk ^ Ranclif de SriViNQAM Salutem in I>oiniDo» 
Noyeriti* ne dedUiif toA^tmliBa^ et hac cUla mm 
c}9ographtt» confifmsme Jehailiii filio meo et 
^BmtM iixort etva et heredibus de corporibua eorno^ 
dem legitime procreatis medietatem loeiiur M#^ 
suagii mei versus occidentem et tres bovatas teire 
cyift emnil^vd jifertioaBCiia siM in tiOa ^t territorio 
de Stitbnham. Habendum et teMmlum pradictitt 
Johanni et Emme uxori eius et heredibus ex cor- 
poribus eorundem legitime procreatis medietatem 
tociiis Mesuagii mei et tres bovatas terre cum 
omnibus pertinenciis siiis libertatibus et afiamentis 
quoquo modo spectantibus de capitalibus dominiis 
feodi illius per servicia inde debita et consueta 
in perpetuum. Concessi eciam predictis Johanni 
et Emme uxori eius et heredibus de corporibus 
8uis legitime procreatis revercionem alterius me* 
dietatis Mesuagii mei et tres bovatas terre in 
villa et territorio de Stitenham post decessum 
meum et Christiane uxoris mee remanentis dictis 
Johanni et Emme uxori eius et heredibus de 
corporibus eorundem legitime procreatis in pei^ 
petuum. Et si contingat quod dicti Johannes et 
Emma uxor eius obierunt sine herede de cor- 
poribus eorundem legitime procreato ut predictum 
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est tunc omnia predicta terras et tenemente 
cum omnibus siib pertinenciis rectis heredibus 
dicti Roberti remaneant in perpetuum. In cuius 
rei testimonium parti huius carte cirographate 
penes predictos Johannem et Emmam uxorem 
^us resident! sigilla sua apposuerunt. Hiis tes- 
tibus JoHAMNB GowKR WilUclmo Maneres Jo- 
Iianne Aleyn Roberto deHelmesley Rogero Toures 
etaliis. Dat apud Stitenham die Mercurij pros, 
post festum Pasch. Anno diii m"^. ccc"*. quadia- 
gesimo seicto. 

Indorsed, 1346. Johes Gower^ Wittnes bnly« 
S". John Gower the Poet. 
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Al^ ACCOUNT 



or tovB 



VALUABLE MANUSCRIPTS, 

WmCH I HAVE EZikMINED/ 



OF 



GOWER AND CHAUCER. 



'I'lf^',-""i"t I tt 



I. Gower^s French JBalades, and Smaller Poems. 

Of this curious and valuable Manuscript^ I have 
thought it incumbent upon ine^ as a proper mark of 
attention to the readers of the History of English 
Poetry, to give^ with considerable additions and 
some corrections^ the account which the authw 
of that elaborate and elegant Work has printed in 
the Appendix to his second volume. The addi* 
tions and corrections are made in consequence 
of having been indulged^ as the late Mr. Wanon 
was> with the use of this Manuscript 

In the present Marquis of StafTord^s library at 
Trentham*, there is a thin oblong Manuscript on 
vellum, containing some of Gower's poems in 

f $eeWaztOQ*fH]st.£ag.Foetf7|ToL)i«App. vp.g.U 
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Latin, French, and English. By an entry in the- 
first leaf, in the hand-writing and under the sig^ 
nature of Thomas lord Fairfax, Cromwell's gene- 
ral, an antiquary, and a lover and collector of 
curious manuscripts^, it appears that this book 
was presented by the poet Gower, about the 
year 1400, to Henry the fourth; and that it was 
given by lord Fairfax to hia friend and kinsman 
Sir Thomas Gower, knight and baronet, in the 
year 1656. By another entry, lord Fairfax ac- 
knowledges to have received it, in die same year, 
as a present, from that learned gentleman Charles 
Gedde esquire, of saint Andrews- in Scotland:: 
and at the end are five or six Latin anagrams on 
Gedde, written and signed by lord Fairfax, with 
this title, '' In nomen veneraridi et annosf amici 
sui Caroli GeddeL'* By king Henry the fourth 
it seems to have been placed m the royal library : 
it appears at least to have been in the hands of 
king Henry the seventh, while earl of Richmond; 
from the name Rychemond inserted in another of 
the blank leaves at the beginning, and explained 
by this note, " Liber Henrici septimi, tunc Co- 
mhis Richmond, propria manu script." This ma- 
nuscript is neatly written, with miniated and il- 
luminated initials; and contains the following 
pieces. 

i. An English panegyrick in stanzas, with a 
Latin prologue or rubrick in seven hexameters, 
on king Henry the fourth. This poem, commonly 
called Carnifin de pads commendatione in laudem 
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Henrici quartiy is printed in Urry's edition of 
Chaucer's Works. 

ii. A short Latin poem in elegiacks, which Mr, 
Warton asserts to be on the same subject. The 
minute title of it^ however, is at the close of the 
English poem, and does not exactly accord with 
Mr. Warton's assertion. ^ETplicit carmen de 
pads commendacione quod ad laudem et memo'-^ 
riant sei^enissimi principis domini Regis henrici 
quarti suus humilis orator Johannes Gower com* 
posuit, Et nunc sequitur epistola in qua idem 
Johannes fro statu bt salute dicti domini sui 
APUD Altissimum devocius exorat. It begins, 

t Rex cell deus et dominus, qui tempora solus 
Condidit, el solus condita cuncta regit, &c. 

This is followed by ten other very short pieces, 
both in French and ;];Latin, in praise and comme* 
moration of king Henry. 

iii. Cinkante Balades, or Fifty Sonnets in 
French. The §title, and part of the first Sonnet, 
are mutilated. They are closed with the follow- 
ing epilogue and colophon: 

II O gentile Engleterre a toi iescrits. 
Pour lemembrer ta ioie qest nouelle, 

• Ma£bli.b. 

t As in MSS. Cott. Otho, D. i. 4. 

I Mr. Warton nys, F^nch and Emgluh, But not one of the pieces is i 
ZosUsh. The first three are in French, the fourth in Latm, perfect, fol 7. k 
The remainder, foL 8. a, 8. h, French and Latin, mutilated. 

5 Mr. Warton merely says, «* pan of the first is iUtgiUe/* 

O 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 MANUSCRIPTS OP 

Qe te survient du noble Roi Henri^ 
Ps^r qui dieiu ad redreste ta querele, 
A dieu purceo prient et cil et celle, 
Qil de sa grace, au fort Roi corone, 
Doigntpeas, honour, ioie, et prosperite. 

Expliciunt carmina Johannis Gower que GaUict 
eomposita Balabes dicuntur. 

iv. Two short *Latin poems in elegiacks ; the 
first beginnings 

Ecce patet tensus ceci Cupidinis btcus, 
Vnde sagitta Tolaxu ardor amorifl erit: 

(he second^ 

O Datura viri, potuit quam tollere nemo, 
Nee tamen aouiat quod ftcit ipsa malunu' 

V. A French poem^ imperfect at the begin- 
ning. On the Dignity or Excellence of Mar^ 
riage, in one book. The subject is illustratedl 
by examples. As no part of this poem was ever 
printed^ Mr. Warton transcribed one of the 
stories. 

Ciualitei' Jason, uxorem suam Medeam relin-^ 
fuens, Creusam Creontis regis filiam sibi cama- 
litir copulaviU Verum ipse cum duobus fiHis 
suis posteaf decessit. 

* Both IB foL 99. 1). MS. 

t Mr. Wttton reads, witlMOt authority, /miie> 
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U puis Jason qeu lisle de Colchos 
Le ioison dor pour laide de Medee 
Conquist dont il donour portoit grant loot 
Par tout le monde encourt la renomec 
La ioefne dame oue 6oi ad amenee 
De son pays en Grece et lespousa 
Ffrenite espousaile dieus le vengera. 

Qant Medea meulx qui de estre en repos 
Ore son mari et qelle avoit porte 
Deux fils de luy lors changea le purpos 
£1 qelle Jason penner fuist oblige 
Il ad del tout M edeam refuse 
Si prist la file au roi Creon Creusa 
Ffrenite espousaile dieux le vengera. 

Medea qot le coer de dolour cloos 
En son corous et ceo fiiist grant pit» 
Ses ioefnes fils queux ot iadis en clot 
Veniz ses costees ensi com forseu^e 
Deuant ses oels Jason ele ad tue 
Ceo qeu fiitst fiiit peccbe le fortuna 
Ffirenite espousaile dieus le vengera. 

Towards the end of the piece, the poet intro- 
duces an apology for any inaccuracies, which, as 
an Englishman, he may have committed in the 
French idiom. 

Al universite de tout le monde 
JOHAN GowER ceste Balade eavoie 
Et si ieo nai de Francois la faconde 
Pardonetz moi qe ieo de ceo forsvoie. 
Jeo sui Englois : si quier par tiele voie 
Estre excuse m; is quoique mills endie 
Lamour psfffit en dieu se iustifie. 
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It is finished with seventeen Latin verses^ be- 
ginning. 

Quia sit vel qualis sacer ordo coimubialis, 

and ending, 

Hinc vetus annorum GOWER sab spe meritonun 
Ordine sponsorum tutus adhibo thorum. 

After which follows the poet's relation of his 
blindness, as in some manuscripts of the Confessio 
Amantis, &c. 

Henrici.quarti primus regDi fuit annus 
Quo michi defecit visus ad acta mea. Sec. 

The French poem, Mr. Warton observes, occurs 
at the end of two valuable folio manuscripts, il- 
luminated and on vellum, of the Cortfessio 
AmantiSi in the Bodleian Library, viz. MSS. 
Fairfax, iii. And NE. F. 8. 9. Also in MSS. 
All Souls College, Oxford, xxvi. And in MSS. 
Hari. 3869. [Old Catalogue] And, I ^may add, 
in MSS. Trin. Coll. Cambridge, R. 3. 2. In all 
these, and, it is probable, in many others, this 
French poem is properly connected with the Conr- 
fessio Amantis by the following rubrick: '' Puis 
qil ad dit cy devant en Englois par voie des- 
sample la sotie de celluy qui par amours aimie 
par especial dirra ore apres en Francois a tout 
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le monde en general vn traitie selonc les auc- 
tours pour essampli'er les amants marietz au fin 
qils la foi de lour seintes espousailes pucront per 
fine loialtie guarder et al honour de Dieu salue* 
ment tenir." 

But the Cinquante JBalades, or fifty French 
Sonnets abovementioned, are, as Mr. Warton con- 
tinues, the curious and valuable part of Lord 
Stafford's manuscript. They are not mentioned 
by those who have written the life of this poet« 
or have catalogued his works. Nor do they ap- 
pear in any other manuscript which Mr. Warton 
and I have examined. Ritson, in his Bibliogra- 
phia Poetica, after mentioning these balades 
merely as some of Gawer's poems, might pos- 
sibly induce the reader to think, that they 
exist in Cambridge. '^ * Some of his smaller 
poems are preserved in a MS. of Trinity College, 
Cambridge; and, it may be, in other collections; 
but, possessing little or no merit> are likely ta 
remain in obscurity." The Trin. Coll. manu- 
script (as I shall presently shew) possesses not 
these rarities. 

But if they should be discovered in any other 
manuscript, Mr. Warton has ventured to pro- 
nounce, that a more authentick, unembarrassed^ 
and practicable copy than this before us, will not 
be produced; although it is for the most part 
unpointed, and obscured with abbreviations, and 

* mUiod;. Poct« i9o%9 p. %s» 
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with those mispellings which flowed from a scribe 
unacquainted with the French language. 

To say no more, however, of the value which 
these little pieces may derive from being so 
■scarce and - so little known, they have much real 
and intrinsick merit. They are tender, pathetick, 
and poetical ; and place our old poet Gower in a 
more advantageous point of view than that in 
which he has hitherto been usually seen. I know 
not, Mr. Warton concludes, if any even among 
•the French poets themselves, of this period, have 
left a set of more finished sonnets : for they were 
probably written when Gower was a young man, 
about the year 1350. Nor had yet any English 
poet treated the passion of love with equal deli- 
cacy of sentiment, and elegance of composition. 
Mr. Warton then transcribes four of these balades 
as correctly and intelligibly, he says, as he was 
able ; although he confesses, there are some lines 
which he could not exactly comprehend. The 
verbal inaccuracies in Mr. Warton's transcripti 
are here faithfully corrected; and the addition of 
the 48th balade from the manuscript is abo given. 

BALADE XXX. 

iSi com la nief, quant le fort vent tempette. 

Pur halte mier se torne a ci et la» 

Ma dame, ensi mon coer manit en tempeste^ 

Quant le danger de vo parole orra, 

Le nief qe votre bouche soufflera. 

Me fait sigler aur le peril de vie, 

iUit cTk danger fait quil mcra mpplU. 



Digitized by 



Google 



GOWBR AND CHAUCER* 108 

Rois Vluxes, fiicom nous dist la gctie^ 
Vers son paijs de Troie qui sigla^ 
Not tiel paour du peril et molester 
Quant les Sereines en la mier passa^ 
£t le danger de Circes eschapa, 
Qe le paour nest plus de ma partie^ 
Seat en danger fait quil tnera supplie. 

Danger qui tolt damour toute la feste^ 
Vnqes yu mot de confort ne sona« 
Ainz plus cruel qe nest la fiere beste 
Au point quant danger me respondenu 
La chiere porte et quant le nai dirra^ 
Plusque la mort mestoie celle oie 
Qest en danger fait quii mera supplier 

Vers ?ou8» ma bone dame, horspris cella» 
Qe danger manit tn votre compainie^ 
Cost balade en mon message irra 
9est en danger fali qml mera sufpHe- 



BALADE XXXIV. 

Saint Valentin^ rAmoiu% et la Nature, 
Des toutz oiseals ad en gouemement, 
Dont chascun deauz, semblable a sa mesurf» 
Vne compaigne boneste a son talent 
Eslist, tout dun accord et dun assent^ 
Pour celle soule laist a covenir; 
Toutes les autres car nature aprent 
V li coers est le c^rpsfaU obeir. 

Ma doulce dame, ensi ieo tous aastire^ 
Q^ ieo ¥0us ai eslicu senblablefutut, 
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Sur ionte»4Uire8 cgtes a dessare 
De mon amour si tresentierement, 
Qfi riens y fait pourquoi ioioiuement^ 
De coer ei corps ieo vous voldrai serutr. 
Car de reson cest une experiment, 

V H coers ^t k carps fait obeir. 

Pour remembrer iadis celle aventure 
De Alceone et Ceiz ensement. 
Com dieos muoit en oisel lour figure. 
Ma volente serroit tout tielement 
Qe sans envie et danger de la gent> 
Nous porroions ensemble pour loisir 
Voler tout francs en votre esbatement 

V U coers est le corps fak ohdr. 

Ma bel oisel, vers qui mon pensement 
Seu vole ades sanz null contretenir 
Preu cest escript, car ieo sai voirement 

V li coers est k corps fait oheir. 



BALADE XXXVI. 

Pour comparer ce jolif temps de Maij, 

Ieo le dirrai semblable a Paradis ; 

Car lors * chantont et merle et papegai, 

Les cbamps sont vert, les berbes sont floris; 

Lors est Nature dame du paijs: 

Dont Venus poignt lamant au tiel assai, 

Stencontre amour nest qui poet dire noL 

* (MHttHt b the true Yetding. Mr. EUii, who has rightly cotKcted Mr. 
Waiitii in the pcccedUog. linei here ftUowt Mr. W/t oomipt icadiii| ef 
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* QiianC toot oeo voi, et que ico peawni, 

Coment Nature ad tout le moiide muipm^ 
Dont poor k tempi ae iUt minote et f^i, 
Et ieo dei anlret sui MNilcni bonpni» 
Com al qui tanx amie est Trais amis, 
NesI pas merraile lort ai ieo oieimai^ 
Bemanire amour nea fid poet dire tiah 

En lieo de rose« urtie cuillerai, 

Dont mes chapcab ferrai par tiel deYit» 
de toot ioie et oonfbrt ieo lerrai^ 
Si celle touk eu qui iai mon ooer roii^ 
Selonc le ponit qe iai lovent requis» 
Ne deigne akgger ks grieft mali qe iai« 
Uencmire amour not qui poet dire nai. 

Pour pite querre et pourchaoer f intrii, 
Va ten balade ou ieo tenvoierai, 
Qore en certain ieo Iai tresbien apris 
9enco9Ure amour neti qui poet dire aai* 



BALADE XLIIL 

PluAtricberoui qe Jason a Medee, 
A Deianire ou q' Ercules estoit. 
Plus q' Eneas q'auoit Dido laisee. 
Plus qe Tbeseus q' % Adhagne amoit, 

* Mr^EOis omitt this tunsi, in hit deaiBt and judidous femaiks oa 
Go«cr» at bsiog, frcm lbs mituket of the tnii0cribcr» tcarcdy i]ittlli|ibl«if 
Spccimcnt of tbc Early Eng. Poett, voL i. iji» 

f Smiriltt L c. admittioii to the pruence of hit mistresi. ElSt, at lopri. 

I Ariadne* 

P 
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Ou Demoplibn qu^nt PhillU Mblioil. 
Te trfiaiB} hclaif qamef iAdis 4oloie» 
Dont ohaAteffti deioM en iiion endroil 
Cest ma Modf qc ftdH umkoii iNA f&k. 

Vnques Ector qamiL * PimUdlee, 
En Uele haste a IVole ne Mfmott, 
Qfi tu tout^mid nes deniz le lit couche 
Amis as toutes quelques vefiir doit, 
Ne poet chabir mafs qutie femme f loit. 
Si es comun plus qe k balte voie» 
Helas, qe la ftftane tne de^oft> 
Cesi nta dolour qefkin Mnkois ma hie. 

De t Lancelot si fuisaeiz renieml>re, 
Et de Tristans, com il se contenoit, 
tGeneridea» §Floretit, || Par Totiope, 

• PenthetUet. 

f Sir Lancelot's intrigue with Oeneon, king Artlnir*s qucin, jmd sir 
Tristnm with U Bel Isoulde, incidents in Arthur's roaumce, are, as Mr. 
Warton obserres, made the subject of one of the stories of Oowcr's French 
poem just dtcdt of which I will transcrihe the first stanaa : 

Communes sont la cronique et Ustoire 
De Lancelot et Trisuns enaemcnt, 
Enqore manit lour aotie en memoire. 
Pour essampkr lesautres du present, 
Cil qest gusrin et miDe garde prent : 
Droits est quil pofte masses la folte» 
Car Ual wdpmr autn it chasiie, 

\ CtntrUeiy a fitflie, says Mr. Warton, «f i^uch I kno^ lu^iiog, nusth^ 
curtuptljr wntten. 

§ Chaucer's IVifi •/ Bmiha taU^ as Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, and 
others hare observed, is founded on the story of florent, a knight of Itotne, 
who delirers the king of Sicily's daughter from the enchantments of her step* 
mother. Hu stoiy is also in Gower's CtmftnU AmMiis^ which is generally 
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ChaAQunr des oemis m lolaltie guardoit ; 
Maitt tu, \^\^ qf8t ieq q^ te Ibmoit 
De moi qa toj iamais mill 40,ur iakoie^ 
Tu es a large et ieo s^i en deatojl. 
(^ »a Valour q^fyU* amkoi$ ma iaic 

Des toutz les mala tu qea Iq pi\x» makitj 
Cest compleignte a ton oraille envoie 
Sante me laist, et langour me recoit| 
Cest Via dolqur qc/uist.atnuiois ma ipic. 



BALADE XLVIII. 

Amour est vne chose merveilouse, 

DoDt mills porra sauoir k droit certein; 

Amour de soi est la foi trichcrouse, 

Qe plus promette et meins apporte au mein. 

Le riche est pouere, et le courtois vilein^ 

Lespine est molle, et la rose est vrtie : 

En toutz errours amour se iustifif, 

supposed to be the original of Chaucer's tale. Gower probably borrowed hit 
narrative ftom the GeiU Rtmamirtm. Mr.JBUis pronounces the story, as re- 
lated by Gower, to possess considerable merit, and to be told in the poet's best 
manner. In his elegant and ingemous pubUcacion, Mr. Ellis has accordingly 
given Gower's Florettt, Specimens of Early Eng. Poets, vol. i. i8i. && Mr* 
Warton here notices die romance of U Bvne Florence de Rome, and says Tie 
knows not if this be Shakqiearc's Fhrmiiui or JFt$reniio ; ^Jch romance Mr. 
Ritson remark^, has not the remotest allusion to the story of Fleren/; Fb- 
rence being a lady, the empcrour's daughter. Obser>'. on tlie Hist, of Eng. 
Poetry, ^o. >78a, p. ag^ Sec also Mr. Steevens on the rami„g of tBe 
S^rew, A. i. S.y. who proves the deformed hag, '* Fl^reniiue' ieve,** to b< 
an allusion to Gower's tale. 

I pMr Ton^e , that is, says Mr. Warion, Partehope or Parthcnopeus, 
ode of Siatiut'sheioes, on whom there i&an old French romance. Mri Ritson 
corrects this inaccuracy, by observing that the romance is that of Pertenopex, 
C<^mte de Blob, a famous nman de /eerie in French rhyme. Metr. Romances! * 
vol. u p. civ*^ 
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La mier est 6mA; tt la doiilcoar mcrdattsa^ 
Labour eat eaae^ ct le repaa giiereiob 
Le doel pletant^ Ja aeurte periloate^ 
La bait eit ba88» ai est le bats baltein; 
Qant len mieulx qdide auoir tout eat en Teiii, 
Le ris en pkHir* le warn torne en folie : 
En touts errtmn aatoar m iustifie. 

Amour eat rne voie dangeroute, 

Le p*8 ett loign« et loign remantC fa'oacheiR. 
Amour ett choae odible et gracioute« 
Orguil ett bumble^ et teruice ett detdeipi^ 
Laignellc ett fiere» et le leofi humein, 
Loue ett en cage la merle ett fort baine ; 
En iouiz errauTM amour $e iustijk. 

Ore ett amour taluage, ore ett toulein, 
Nett qui daroour poet dire la totie. 
Amour est terf, amour ett touerein : 
En toutz errourM amour 9e iuMifie. 



IL Gower's Cofffessio Amantis.foL 

This valuable manuscript^ illuminated and on 
vellum, is also in the possession of the Marquiit 
of Stafford. A more ancient or more beautiful 
copy of the poem will hardly be found. It com^ 
mences with the Epigramma Auiaris in Librum 
Mum, which is found at the beginning of the 
poem in Caxton's edition, and at the back of the 
title-pages (inaccurately given however) in the 
editions of 1532 and 1554. A collation with 
this manuscript of passages which I shall presently 
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exhibit from the printed copies, will illustrate the 
importance of the present curiosity. The manu- 
script contains only this poem. It was probably 
a present from the author to one of the Gowec 
family^ soon after the completion of the work 
towards the close of the fourteenth century. On 
the first leaf are three armorial shields, the bear^ 
ings on which are almost obliterated; but over 

the largest of the three, the poet's crest, a talbot^ ^^^^pi^ t.^- i^dfd^^ 
is still conspicuous. 



III. Various Copies of the Cof{fessio Ainantis, 
and of other Poems hy Gower. 

In the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge 
is a large folio manu.^tcript, on vellum, numbered 
R. 3. 2. and entitled Johannis Gower Poemata 
Anglica Gallica et Latina. It was the gift of 
Dr. Thomas Nevile, the munificent master of ^bat 
society in the time of Elizabeth and James T. 
The whole of the first and part of the second book 
are wanting in this noble copy of the Confessio 
Amantis. At the end of this poem follow, in 
French, the marriage-examples already noticed 
in the account of the Trentham manuscript. Ta 
these succeed a few Latin verses ; after which a 
jiotice of his three principal works occurs, viz. 

Quia vnusquisque prout a Deo accepit aliis 

impertiri tenetur Johannes Gower super his que 

^Deus sibi sensualiter donavit villicationis sue ra- 
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Clone secundum aliquid allcviare cupiens tren 
precipue libros per ipsum dum vixit doctrine 
causa composites ad alionim notxciam in lucem 
seriose produxit. 

Primus liber Gallico sermone exlitus in decern 
druiditur partes et tractans de viciis et virtutibus 
viam precipue qua peccator in penitendo Christi 
misericordiam assequi poterit tota mentis deuo* 
Clone finaliter contemplatur. Titulusque libelli 
istius Speculum Meditantis nuncupatus est. 

Sectindus liber versibus exametris et penta- 
metris sermone Lalino compositus tractat de va- 
riis infortuniis tempore regis Ricardi 11*". in 
Anglia multipliciter contingentibus ubi pro statu 
et regni composicione devocius exorat. No- 
menque voluminis huius quod in septem dun- 
taxat partes diuiditur Vox Clamantis intitu- 
latur. 

Tertius iste liber in octo partes etc. scilicet, 
Confessio AmantU. 

The volume concludes with bis Latin verses. 

Super multiplici viciorum pestilencia vnde tem- 

^^ // .'. '^ ^^^ Ricardi secundi partes nostre specialiter 

' ' '" * irificiebantur ; Contra Demonis astuciam in causa 

i; . Lollardie ; and three or four other of his brief 

Latin poems. 

There are three very ancient and valuable ma- 
nuscripts of the Confessio Amantis, as Mr. 
* Ellis has observed, in the Bodleian Library ; in 

* Specuncnsof tbc Eirly Eng. Poets, ad. edit. voL -^ 171. 
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all whicb the latin memorandum of Gower's prin- 
cipal compositions, exhibiting however in each 
of them some variations of the language, exists. 
To that which is numbered Fletewood NE. F. 8. 9. 
the manuscript, which I have described, ap- 
proaches in the {H'esent instance very nearly. Mr. 
Ellis was not aware, that the description of Gower's 
three principal worius is printed in Casley's Cata* 
lo|^e of the King's Manuscripts, 1734r. 

Of the Speculum Meditantis I am unable to 
give any other account, than what is found in the 
preceding tripartite distinction. Mr. Ellis f be- 
lieves that it has never been seen by any of our 
poetical antiquaries : Nor does it exist in the 
Bodleian Library. I agree with him, that Camp- 
bell, the author of Gower's life in the Biographia 
Brilannica, and Warton, in his History of English 
Poetry, professing to give an account of its con- 
tents, were deceived by the ambiguity of a re^* 
ference in Tanner ; X where, instead of the work 
in question, a much shorter poem by Gower is 
intended, yiz. Un traitie selonc les auctours, 
&c. (giving the marriage examples,) already 
§ cited and descrbed. In the next edition there- 
fore of the History beforementioned, that part of 
the description of the Speculum Meditantiss 

f Specimeni, itt nipr.L 179. 

} BiU. BriL Hib. p. 336. Note k 

$Seep.98, etfcq. 
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namely^ that * it enumerates the felicities of con- 
jugal fidelity by examples selected from various 
authors, must be expunged^ or rather transferred 
to the shorter poem. And, in the next edition of 
the Biographia Britannica^ the erroneous note in 
the life of Gower, must be rectified. It is sur* 
prising that^ in the additions to his Bibliographia 
Poetica^ Ritson, who ridiculed the least inaccu- 
racy in others, has not only fallen into the mis- 
take of Campbell and Warton, but has cited, as 
his authority^ Mn Ellis, who exposes the errour! 
Mr. Godwin also f specifies conjugal fidelity as 
one of the subjects of the Speculum Meditantis ! 

The Vox Clamafitis, as well as the preceding 
poem, exists only in manuscript. But it is found 
in ;^ several collections; and the best and most 
beautiful copy is believed to be that, which is in 
the library of All Souls College at Oxfoid. It 
is in seven books of Latin elegiacks^ written^ in 
the opinion of Mr. Ellis, with some degree of 
purity and a tolerable attention to the prosody. 
But, as Mr. Warton has also observed, it is little 
more than a metrical chronicle of the insurrection 
of the commons, in the reign of Richard the se* 
cond. Mr. Warton proves that it was written in 
the year 1397 by the following line in the Bod- 
leian manuscript of the poem, (No. 294.) '* Hos 
ego bis deno Ricardi regis in anno/* To the 
All Souls College manuscript is prefixed a de- 

* Hist. ]^ Pbetry, ii. ft. f li§t €i CkmeUt ok, %u 

I Hilt. Enc* Poetry, p. 3. Notef. 
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dication in Latin verse, addressed by Gower 
when he was old and fcfind, to Arundel, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; which is followed by this 
9kV(fvrsA. ilanc EplstoldM ^hicftptam cofdc 
dMOto ihisft ^net et cedu's Jokes (i&mef ttuerelif^ 
^^«f wto vk CHfid6 pdtti ad dofntno «tto pfecipM 
AmrffW Thoiiti^ de Afundetl, COMUdr. Arctnepd, 
foctM Angus ftimatt, et ApbstoUte sedis kgdtd\ 
etc. 

Of the esteem in which the Confessio AmantU 
was formerly held, a particular account appears in 
the first extract iAAtYt X lilake frtnl the printed 
copies. It will be proper, however, here to no- 
fice stich dthel' manu^rt^t^ afe 1 hav6 ^eeh, and 
othefl76f Adte whitiH ^iteted ^Uthoritite hari^re- 
cwdedi 

V. VI. The Confessio Amdntts\ 

In the University Library at Cambridge, there 
is a copy of tBti Co^eiii6' AtfintitOtih folio, on 
vellum, and numbered Dd. viii. 19. It ceases to 
be perfect tb^^Ml&tlie dbsfe of^ thfe' seventH bMk. 
In the pf^sent mahilsci^t CalaTogdfe' of th^ Uhi-' 
v^tiMtysl fin^ colfc6tion, it ir ottsatisfactdrfly de*' 
scribed, ^' An English poem in seven looJcs!*^ 

In the same collection, numbered Mm. 2. %\, 
is an ancient copy of the same poem, on vellum^ 
buf impdrifert b^h at^^ the' bfeginniMg* alid' eridl 
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VII. The Coftfessio Amantis. 

In the library of Sidney College^ Cambridge, 
there is a very curious copy of tlie Coitfessio 
Amantis, in folio, on paper^ consisting of 202 
leaves. On fol. 203. b. follow Caionis Disticha 
in English vene^ to fol. 208. This manuscript is 
numbered A. 4. 1. 



Vni. The Cof^essio Amantis. 

In the library of New College, Oxford, there is 
a copy of the CottfesHo Amantis, designated by 
the following reference in the General Catalogue, 
of MSS. in Eng. and Ireland, (foL Oyf. 1697,) 
No. 1230. 966. 



IX. The Cortfessio Amantis. 

In the library of Corpus Christi College, Ox-* 
ford, there is a copy of the same poem, distin- 
guished in the aforesaid Catalogue by the number, 
1534. 67. 



X. XI. XII. XIIL The Confessio AmatUis, ^c. 
In the Harleian collection, Brit. Museum, No^ 
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3490. 2. U a copy of the Confessio Amantia ; so 
is No. 6494. ii.— No. 7184, in the same col- 
lection, presents the remains of a very fine copy 
also of the Confessio Ainantis on vellum, and illu- 
minated, in large folio. This manuscript, though 
miserably mutilated, is still well worthy, as the 
Rev. Mr. Nares lias observed, of collation; both 
on account of its antiquity, and on account of the 
care with which it has been written. It is be- 
lieved to be of the fourteenth century. In the 
same collection. No. 3869 is a copy of the ^ame 
poem, with a few smaller poems by Gower. 

There is also in the British Museum, Cott MSS. 
Tib. A. IV. a copy of the Vox Clamantis, with 
some of GowerV Latin poems, in folio, on vel- 
lum. On the back of fol. 8. is a ciu-ious painting 
of a man in the dress of the fifteenth century, 
with a bow and arrow in his hand, ready to shoot 
at a sphere; which Mr. Stnitt conceived to be a 
portrait of Gower, and has engraved and pub- 
lished it as such in his Royal and Ecclesiastical An- 
tiquities, where he says that the original is all 
of one colour, viz. dark brown ; but Mr. Planta 
has stated the fact to be, that the drapery is blue, 
and the other parts are of different colours. In 
Tit. A. XIV. 4. Cott. MSS. is a mutilated copy 
of the same poem. 
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XIV. Fragments of Chaucer, some whereof 
[were] never printed. 

Such is the title of a folio manuscript^ on paper, 
in the Pepysian collection at Magdalen College, 
Cambridge, No. 2006. It consists of 391 pages. 
The contents are as follow. 

Complaint of the Black Knight, p. 1. 

Temple of Glasse, p. 17- 

Prologue to the Legend of Good Women, p. 53. 

Legend of Cleopatra, p. 67. 

Legend of Tisbe of Babylone, p. 71. 

Legend of Dido, p. 75. 

Legend of Hipsipile and Medea, p. 88. 

Priere i, Notre Dame, p. 88. 

House of Fame, p. 91. 

Complaint of Man and Venus, p. 115. 

Complaint of Mars alone, p. 1 19. 

Complaint of Venus alone, p. 1 22. 

Pleyntif encountre Fortune, p. 124. 

Parliament of Fowles, p. 127. 

Legend qfthe three Kings qfColen, p. 143. 

The War between Cesar and Fontpey, p. 19i. 

A Trandacion qf some fragments qf Cato, p. 211. 

Chaucer*s Tale of Melibeus, p. 225. 

Prologue to the Parson's Tale, p. 276. 

The Parson's Tale, p. 279. 

Chaucer's Recantacion, p. 377. 

Complaint of Mars and Venus» p^ 378. 

Complaint of Anelida and false Arcite, p. 382. 

L' Envoy de Chaucer sL Scogan, p. 385. 

Priere 4 Notre Dame, p. 386. 
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La Compleint ^e Chaucer d sa bourse' voide, p. 388. 
Le bofi CouQseU de Chaucer, p. 389. 
Mercikue BeaiUie, p. 390. 

It is noticed, in the volume, that the pieces here 
distinguished by Italicks are not in Speght's edi- 
tion of Chaucer in 1602. The last of these, 
Mercilesse Beautie, is the ballad printed by Dr. 
Percy iii his Reliques of Ancient Poetry, vol. ii. 
No. iii. As to the pretended authenticity of the 
rest, I will shew that, in respect to two of the 
other three pieces, it is merely imaginary ; first, 
by citing the close of The War between Cesar 
and Pompey, where the author, speaking of 
Cesar, says : " Touching y* vengyable maner of 
his pitous murthre, I may conclude wyth hym 
that was flour of poetes in owre Englissh tong, 
and the first that euer elumyned owre language 
wyth flowres of retHrick and of eloquence, 1 mcne 
my master Chaucer, whiche wrote the deth of 
this myghty emperor, saying 

Wyth bodekyns vtzB Cesar Julius 

Murdred at Rome of Brutus Casbius, 

When mony^ land, and regne hadd brought ful lowe ; 

Loo, who may trust fortune eny throwe! 

Tlius by record of my wyse prudent master afore- 
said, &c. [And]] by comaundement of my maister 
I tooke vpon me this litill and compendious trans* 
lacon, after my lytill konnyng to put in remem- 
brance, &c. q. J, de By It is plain that ihis 
pUpil of Chaucer, in the preceding rhymes, aU 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 MANUSCRIPTS OF 

liicles to the tragedies of great men recited in the 
Alonkes Tale ; among \vhich is that of Cesar ; 
where his murder " by bodekins" 19 indeed twice 
recorded^ and a reflection on the mutability of 
fortune, though not precisely in the words just 
cited, is also made. The Fragments of Cato 
likewise end with the disciple^s similar acknow- 
ledgment : 

" Behold, n^ maister, this litill tretyae. 

The whiche is full of wyit and sapience, &c." 



XV, The Canterbury Tales of Chaucer. 

This beautiful manuscript is in folio, illumi- 
nated, and on vellum ; and is in the possession of 
the Earl of Egremont, by whom I have been 
obligingly indulged with the examination of it. 
The Tales are given in the following order, viz. 
The Knyghtes Tale, the Milleres, the Reves, the 
Cokes, the Shipmannes, the Prioresses, the Man 
of Lawes, the Squieres, the Marchantes, the Wif of 
Bathes, the Freres, the Somnoures, the Clerk of 
Oxenfordes, the Frankleines, the Second Noxines, 
the Chanons Yeomannes, the Doctor of Phisickes, 
the Pardoneres ; at the end of which, '' Thus endej> 
)?e p'donejis tale. And here byg^y^nne]? the prologe 
of Thopas/' And after the twenty-one lines, "Here 
bygynnej> J>e tale of Chaucer by Sir Thopace." 
Then the Tale of Melibeus, the Monkes, the 
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Nonnes Preistes^ the Manciples^ the Parsones; at 
tiie end of which^ ^ Explicit Fabula Rectoris." 
Then, '' Here take® «e maker of «is booke his 
leve." To which succeeds Chaucer's Retractation, 
as it has been called : '' Nowe prey I to hem alle 
&c/' After which, " Here ende«^«e boke of 
95c talys of Canfbupy compiled by Geffray Chau* 
cer on whoos soul Jhu crist haue m*cy. Amen." 
Underneath which words, are the arms of Percy, 
with other bearings in the shield, encircled by 
the garter, on one side of which is the letter 
H, on the other the letter P; which were in* 
tended, as I conceive, to designate the original 
owner, the celebrated Henry Percy. This manu* 
script, on account of its age, of the attention 
with which it appears to have been written, of the 
care with which it has been preserved, and of its 
various readings, is entitled to the admiration as 
well as the nicest examination of the future editor 
of Chaucer. 



XVI. The Canterbury Tales, and other Poems, 

This is a manuscript, in quarto, on paper, 
preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and numbered R. S. 15. It is one of 
those, which Mr. Tyrwhitt describes as having 
been collated or consulted for the purpose of his 
publication of the Canterbury Tales, but of which 
he has given no particular account. It is cer- 
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tainly desenring of further notice* k mmw to 
kaye been writte* ia the ifttentb century. Thcflo 
are its contents. 

Eight goodlie questions witb tbeire auBswern foL 1« 
To the kinges most noble grace and to the 

Ibrdes and knightes of the garter, foT. 2* 
ChaacerV Ptnpliecj, (so termed intthe taMe of ContSentlJ 

ibl.3. 

Whiciv three poeimr are pirotexf in Wrrj^d* editSbfl 
of €liaiicerVVfV>rks^; tfie hst of which, (fte edimr 
says, h entrtled CJhauter^s Propheeii in a bode 
in Ae Ashmofeatv Kftisetini; Wo. 698R TOt. Jt 
1^. These prophetical st^meas; prmtcrf and nra*- 
mwcripti preseiK nainateriaf drffimmce fh>m eacft" 
other; and' only a riight variatiou hv ei'^t lines 
which follow^ them, dfescribfng* the characteris- 
tleks of ar gentleman. I subjoin* the prophecy: 

Whan fiiithe frileth in prettes tawa^ 
And lordes hestes are holden for lawes. 
And robberie is holden purchase. 
And teeherjs irhc^dfin solace;^ 
Then shall the londe of Albion 
Be broug\it to grete confusion. 

"fhen follow, the Prologua asid the CatUerburj^ 
Taks. Id the KnigfOes and the Wifof JSatbes. 
Tales, the manuscript is a little impecfect. The 
TaIcs, .thrQUghoutithkmaauscript>.aee:accompanied 
with a mai^inal. glossy iacedJettets^ sometiiBCfr'ex*' 
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hibidng illustrations of no common interest. What 
adds to the curiosity and value of this volume, is 
a manuscript copy, at the clp^e of it, of Pierce 
Plowmaw Crcde, which h^s hitherto escaped ob- 
servation. 



XVn. The Cantetburif Tales. 

This is also a manuscript, belonging to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, numbered Jl. 3. 3. It is 
in folio, on vellum, with ilhiminated capitals, and 
of the fifteenth century. This manuscript has 
been likewise r<ehdered subservient to Mr. Typ- 
whitt*s admirable plan. In his brief notice of it, 
however, there is pot that attention paid to the 
contents which seems due. After the words iti 
the Squiprs Tale^ 

And there I Icfte I woll agtlne beginne, 

there are here, as in other manuscripts mentioned 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt, two lines : 

Apollo whirleth up his chaire w higfae. 
Till that the god Mercuriui howie hejfye: 

Mr. Tyrwhitt reads, from the manuscripts which 
he consulted, and I have fbuiid it so given in 
other manuscripts!, 

Tin that the god Meramua howie #Ar fife ; 
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This manuscript reads he flt/e, which Speght 
also follows. Yet these lines cannot belong to 
this place^ according, to Mn Tyrwhitt, who is 
of opinion^ " that they were originally scrib- 
bled by some vacant reader in the blank space, 
which is commonly left at the end of the Squier's 
Tale, and afterwards transcribed, as Chaucer^a, 
by some copyist of more diligence than saga- 
city." In this manuscript the two lines, pre- 
ceded by Eocplicit secunda pars et sequitur parf 
tenia, and followed by The reaste not to be 
founde though sought in divers places, are indeed 
the hand-writing of a scribe in the reign of Eliza^ 
beth. But they are certainly written in the same 
hand- writings as the rest of a manuscript of the 
fifteenth century is, which I shall presently men- 
tion. See p. 1S9. And why might they not be 
the opening of the third part of the Tale ? The 
language is Chaucer's; for thus he opens The 
Floure and the Leafe : 

" When that Phebus his chair of gold jo high 
" Had whirled tf the sterrie d^y aloft." 

Skelton, in his Crowne of LawreU, uses the re- 
markable expression before us : 

Item, ApoUo that whitied vp hi$ chare, &c. 

The Prologue of the Frankeieins Tale is thu^ 
noticed in this manuscript, fol. 108. Hie in- 
cipit Prologue deffrankeleyn cumfdbula sua de 
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Rokkes de Brytaine. The manuscript ends im- 
perfect in the Persones Tale fol. 130. b. 



XVIIL The Canterbury Tales, &c. 

In the Publick Library at Cambridge, the folio 
manuscript of the Tales, numbered Dd. iv. 24, 
has been collated by Mr. Tyrwhitt. It is written 
partly on vellum and partly on paper, and is im- 
perfect both at the beginning and end. Another 
folio manuscript of the Tales, on vellum, in the 
same collection, numbered li. iii. 26^ engaged 
the attention also of the same critick. The Publick 
Library possesses another folio manuscript of 
these poems, as yet uncollated, written on vel- 
lum, and numbered Mm. ii. 5. Among the ma- 
nuscripts enumerated as having been subservient 
to Mr. Urry's use, there is one belonging to the 
same collection, of which Mr. Tyrwhitt has not 
thought proper to take any notice, and of which 
the * account given in Urry's Preface is defec- 
tive ; inasmuch as it makes no mention of four- 
teen folia between fol. 482 and fol. 483, in which 
are contained the following curious pieces of an- 
cient English poetry, written apparently in the 
fourteenth century, viz. The Fragment of a ro- 
mance; Horn; and Assumpfon de notre Dame, 
imperfect. This manuscript consists of 488 folia, 
and is now numbered Gg. 4. 27. 

* See No. XI, in the lift of MSS. ia the Preface to Uriy*! editioi of 
Chaucer. 
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XIX. XX. XXI, Chaucer's Troilus and Creseide. 

In the Library of Bene't College^ Cambridge, 
is a beautiful copy of this poem, on vellum, 
which is described, in the published Catalogue of 
Manuscripts belonging to that Society, by the 
Rev. Mr. Nasmith. 

The British Museum, Harl. MSS. No. 3943 
presents a copy of the same poem; and No. 4913 
a part of it 



XXn. XXni. The Compleynt of f aire Anelida 
andfals Arcite. 

This poem is preserved in the Harl. MSS. Brit. 
Mus. No. 372, and also in No. 7333 of the same 
collection, among many of Chancers tales and 
other poems. Mr. Tyrwhitt, who consulted this 
manuscript, takes no notice, however, of the 
Anelida and Arcite being contained in it. 



XXIV. A Complaint of Pitee. 

To this title of the manuscript is added, '* made 
by Geffrey Chaucer the £most] aureat poete that 
cuer was fonde in our vulgare, to fore hees days.*' 
MSS. Harl Brit. Mus. No. 78. 27. 
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JIXV. XXVL XXVII. XXVIH. Chaucer's Astro^ 

lobe. 

Two copies of this work are in the Publick Li- 
brary at Cambridge. And in the Library of Bene't 
College^ there is a copy of it ; imperfect, how- 
ever, both at the beginning and end of the ma- 
nuscript. The Library of Trinity College, in the 
same University, possesses also an imperfect co- 
py; the manuscript ending with the thirty-ninth 
chapter. 

XXIX. Part of the Canterbury Tales. 

This manuscript, containing part of the Can- 
terbury Tales, is in the curious collection belong- 
ing to Sion College, London. It is in quarto, on 
vellum, and numbered MSS. C. 9. It contains 
only the following Prologues and Tales, in this 
order : the Clerk of Oxcnfordes, the Wif of Bathes, 
the Freres, and the Sompnoures. In the Venvotf 
de Chaucer, at the end of Patient Grisild's history, 
this manuscript agrees, in the arrangement of the 
stanzas, with those of the best authority; as it does 
indeed in some other respects. It exhibits many 
Tarious readings, and is of the fifteenth century. 
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XXX, etc. Brief notices of other copies of the 
Canterhury Tales, Sgc. 

. Of the manuscripts in the Bodleian Library Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has given a valuable list. But he ap- 
pears to have consulted no other copy in the Li- 
braries of Colleges at Oxford, except that which 
is in the collection belonging to New College. 

The General Catalogue of Manuscripts in Eng- 
land and Ireland points out, however, to notice, 
the following: In Corpus Christi College, the 
Canterbury Tales, No. 1665. 198. In Merton 
College, Chaucer's Works, C. 2. 9. In Trinity 
College, Chaucer's Works, No. 1991. 54; in 
the collection of which society, we are also * in- 
formed, there is a copy of Urry's edition of Chau- 
cer with brief marginal remarks in manuscript by 
the late learned Mr. Upton, the editor of Spenser's 
Faerie Queene, &c. 

To the list of manuscripts in the British Museum, 
described or noticed by Mr. Urry and Mr. Tyr- 
whitt, the next editor of Chaucer will have to add 
some account of an ancient copy of the Canter-- 
bury Tales, on vellum, which once belonged to 
Mr. Ph. Cart. Webb, afterwards to the late Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne, and was purchased, with the 
rest of his Lordship's valuable manuscripts, in 
1807, by the truly liberal and discerning govern- 
ment of this country, who directed the whole col- 

* Sec Maiit*s edition of T, Warton'i Worki, vol. iy p. 14^ 
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lection to be deposited^ for the publick good^ in 
the Museum. 

In the Library of the Cathedral Church of Lich- 
field, there is a manuscript of the Canterbwy 
Tales. 

Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, I have been informed, 
possesses a fine manuscript copy of the Tales. 

Of the same poems two manuscript copies, men* 
tioned in the preface to Urry's Chaucer, are now 
in the collection of John P. Kemble, Esq. and in 
that belonging to the late duke of Roxburghe ; 
die latter of which is remarkably beautiful ; and 
is believed to have been once the property of Sir 
Henry Spelman. Urry had seen it, but did not 
live to go through a collation of it. Nor has it 
been collated by Tyrwhitt. 

Since describing the manuscripts of Gower, I 
. have seen another copy of the Coftfessio Amantis 
in the Heralds' College. 

Mr. Heber's Library, as will readily be sup- 
posed, contains some manuscripts both of Gower's 
and Chaucer's poetry ; which to a future editor may 
afford employment, and of which the use, I am 
confident, would be readily granted by the liberal 
possessor ; of whom it will always be honourably 
said, that, '' * having not little gold in his coffer," 
(in which respect Mr. Heber is a fortunate con- 
trast to Chaucer's philosophical and book«collect- 

* See the character of the Cleik of Oxenforde in the Pro- 
logue to the CantertMiry Tale^ Ter. 286, &c. 
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ing Clerk qf Oxenforde,) he wisely destined ji 
considerable part to mental gratificatipoj wdj hap- 
pily fpr the interest:! of literature^ 

'' On bokes and on learning he it spent." 

XXXI. Chafer's Canterbury Tales, &c. 

I conclude pay notices of manuscripts with an 
account of a copy of the Tales^ which in no r^ 
spect is exceeded, perhaps I might say equalled, 
by any of those already described. It was brought 
from the late duke of Bridgewater's library at Ash- 
ridge ; and, I am persuaded, originally belonged 
to the collegiate library of that place. \t npw be- 
longs to the Marquis of Stafford, From what has 
been said in the first of these articles concerning 
manuscripts, apd what will be related in this con- 
cluding article, it will readily be conceded that; 
in possessing two such manuscripts of our an-> 
fient poetry, the noble pwner may be justly con- 
gialnlated by every Englishman. 

This manuscript is in folio, on vellum, with 
illuminated capitals, and with figures, in the 
margin, at the commencement of every Tale, 
of each relater. On two leaves, preceding the 
Prologue, are the curious Poems which form 
the sixth division of the Illustrations in this 
volume. The figures are d^wn and coloured 
with great care, and present a very minute deli- 
nf atipn of the dress and f:p$fume of Chaucer's 
time. From the margin of the Talc of M^UbeuSg 
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the dra^ving of Chaucer^ prefixed to this work, 
has been exactly copied. The writing is of the 
fifteenth century. It appears to me as a manu- 
script of excellent authority. The various read- 
ings, which it exhibits^ are numerous. The order 
of the Tales> and other circumstances worthy of 
note in it> are as follow. 

The Kn:f ghtes Tale. 

The MiUeres Prologue and Tale. 

Over the figure qfthe Miller, in the margin, playing an a 
bag-pipe, is written, Robin w^. the bag-pype. 

The Reves Prologue and Tak. 

The Cokes Prologue and Tale. 

The wordes of the Hoort to the Compaignye. 

The Man of Lawes Prologue and Tale. 

The Wif of Bathes Prologue and Tale. 

The Freres Prologue and Tale. 

The Sompnoures Prologue and Tale. 

The Clerk of Ozenfordcs Prologue and Tale. 

The Marchanti Prologue and Tale. 

The Squieres Prologue and Tale. 

Here is the Prologue to the Squieres Tale, as in Mr. 
Tyrwhitt^s edition qf the Tales, where it first appeared 
in print. Tltere is, in this manuscript Prologue, a 
slight variation or two from Mr. Tyrwhitt's readings. 
At the end qfthe Tale, are the words Explicit secunda 
pars. Incipit pars tercia. 

AppoDo whirleth vp his chaar so hye 
Til that the god mercurius hous the dye 

And it must he observed, that these lines are written by 
the some hand which wrote the rest ^ the mmmscript. 
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So that it should scan, as if these lines were realfy the 
begirmitig qf the continuation qf the Squier^s ** haff^ 
toUT* Taie, See also what i$ brfore said on this sub' 
ject, p. 122. 
The Frankekines Prologue and Tak. 
The Phisiciens Tale, No Prologue. 
The Shipmans Prologue and Tale. 
The Prioresses Prologue and Tale. 

Behold the mur^e wordes of the Hoost to Chaucer^ then 
Chaucers Tale of Thopas^ at the close qf which is writ" 
ten, Heere the Hoost stynteth Chaucer of his Tale of 
Thopas. 
Chaucers Tale of Melibee. 
The Menkes Prologue and Tale. 

The tale is entitled, De casibus Tifrntim illustrium. The 
Monk, painted in the margin, is accompanied with two 
grey-hounds. At the end qf the tale. Explicit Traged. 
And, Heere stynteth the knight the monk of his tale. 
The Nonnes Preestes Prologue and Tale. 
The Second Nonnes Prologue and Tale. 
The Chanones Yemannes Prologue and Tale. 

7^ first line qf this Prologue way serve as a specimen qf 
the pr^erable reading, which this manuscript exhibits. 
Urry reads. 

Whan endid vas the life of saint Cecile : 
Tyrwhitt reads. 

Whan that told was the lif of seinte Cecile : 
This manuscript, with greater melody. 

Whan toold was all the lyf of seinte Cecile. 

The Manciples Prologue and Tale. 
The Persones Prologue and Tale. 
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At the end (^ this Tale U ivritten, Heere taketh tbe 
makere of this book his leve. T^en follows the Re< 
tractation, as it is called. Now preye I to bem alle^ 
kc, 4fter which, Heere is ended tbe book of the 
tales of Caunterbury compiled by Geffrey Chaucer of 
whos soule Jhu Crist haue mercy. Amen. 

On the cover, at the end of the volume, written 
in a hand coeval with the rest df the manuscript, is 
Chaucer's Balade of gojie couhsaile, as Urry 
terms it; of which there are copies in other col- 
lections^ as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed. In MS. 
' Cotton. A. xviii. it is said to have been made by 
Chaucer ** upon, his deathrbed lying in his anr 
guish;" but of such a circumstance Mr. Tyrwhitt 
requires some further proof. However, as the 
balade is admitted to be the genuine composition 
of Chaucer, and as the anecdote of what is said to 
have occasioned it is interesting, I will close this 
account with exhibiting a copy of it, which, by 
the various readings of this manuscript, corrects 
in a few instances such of the printed copies as I 
have examined. 

Flee fio the prees, and dwell with lOth&stneMe^ 
Suffiae unto thy good though it be small; 
* For hord hath hate, and clymbyng tykelnesse. 
Frees hath envye, and wele t blindeth oer all : 
Savor no more than thee byhove shall; 

* fmr it wsntiagin the edkioDi of I56i» and i6o^ 
t i* IM; editt. Ij6i» x^oa. tl hrttn, edi& Urr. 
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*Red€ wel thy self that other folk canst rede; 
And trouihe f thee shall deliver, it is no drede. 



X Tempest thee nought al cnked to redrease. 
In trust of her that tumeth as a ball; 
§ For grete reste statu in lytel bisynesse ; 
II And eke beware to spume agayn a nail : 
Stryve nought as doth %the crokke with the waU; 
**Demith thy self that demest otheres dede; 
And trouthe thee shall deliver, it is no drede. 

That thee is sent receyve in buxomnesse; 
The wrasllyng ff/ar this world axeth a fall ; 
Here Xt^^ ^^^^^ home, here f^s but wiMemesse: 
Forth, pilgrym, forth; §§ and forth, beste, out of (by sCall; 
im Knowe % contrky look up, thank God of all, 
%^Hold the hye way^ and let thy ghost thee lede ; 
And trouthe thee shaQ deUver, it ii no drede. 

• mrk, MS, 

f tbee^ winting m MS. 

I pMmf^tt mt ich cx6kitA^ ke. editt. zj^i. 160%^ Urr. 

§ Grete reste stantHthj (for^ wanting,) editt. 1561, z6oa, Urr. 

g Beware aUo^ editt. 1561, z6o}» Urr. 

\ a crocke with a wall, editt. 1561, x6ai, Uir. 

** DauMtetb and daunUst^ MS. 

tt ^this world askab^ editt. 1561, 1 60a, Urr. 

II Here h h$ home, here i/, editt. 1561, 1601, Urr. 

$S And/artby wanting in editt. 1561, z6os. Uny rewli, Sot. 

g I Looh Mf om bigb^ editt. 1561, z6o», and Urry, who adds thj God 

if IVeivt tbj iMiU or Itutif editt. 1561, x6oi» Uir. 
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G O W E R. 



The Dedication and Preface from Berthelet's 
edition of the Poem in lb32. 

To the moste victorious and our moste gracious 
soueraigne lorde kynge Henry the viij. kynge of 
Englande and of France^ defender of the feyth^ 
and lorde of Irelande, etc. 

Plutarke wryteth, whan Alexander had discom- 
fyte Darius the kynge of ^erse, among; other 
iewels of the sayde kynges there was founde a 
euryous lyttell cheste of great value^ which the 
noble kynge Alexander beholdynge sayde^ This 
same shall serve for Homer e. Whiche is noted 
for the greate loue and fauour that Alexander had 
vnto lemynge. But this I thynke veryly, that 
his loue and fauour therto was not so great as your 
gracis: which caused me^ moost victorious and 
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moste redoubted soueraigne lorde, after I had 
printed this warkb^ to deuyse with my selfe, 
whether I myght be so bolde to presente your 
hyghnesse with one of them, and so in your 
gracis name putte them forthe. Your moste 
hygh and moste princely maieste abasshed and 
cleane discouraged me so to do, both bicause the 
present (as concernynge the value) was farre to- 
symple, (as me thought,) and by cause it was 
other wyse my acte but as I toke some peyne to 
prynte it more correctly than it was before. And 
though I shulde saye, that it was not moche great- 
ter peyne to that excellent clerke, the horall 
loHN GowERj to compyle the same noble warke^ 
than it was to me to prynt it ; no man will beleve 
it, without conferringe both the printis, the olde 
and myn together. And as I stode in this basshe- 
ment, I remembred your incomparable clemency, 
the whiche, as I haue my selfe sometyme sene, 
moste graciously accepteth the sklender gyftes of 
small value, whiche your highnes perceyued were 
oflred with great and louynge affection; and that^ 
not onely of the nobuls and great estates, but 
also of your meane subiectes: The whiche so 
moche boldeth me agayne, that though I of all 
other am your moste humble subiecte apd ser- 
uaunte, yet my harte gyveth me, that your hygh- 
nes, as ye are accustomed to do, woU of your 
moste benigne nature consider that I wold with 
{US good wyl, if it were as wel in my power^ gyve 
vnto your grace the most goodliest and largest 
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cite of all the worlde. And this moreouer I very 
wel knowe, that both the nobuls and commons 
of this your noble royalme shall the soner accepte 
THIS BOKB, the gladlyer rede iU and be the more 
diligent to marke and beare awey the morall doc- 
trines of the same, whanne they shall se it come 
forthe vnder your gracis name, whom they with 
all their very hartes so truely loue and drede, 
whom they knowe so excellently well lerned, 
whom they euer fynde so good, so iuste, and so 
gracious a prince. 

And whosoeuer, in redynge of this wares, doth 
consyder it well, shall fynde that it is plentifully 
stuffed and foumysshed with manyfolde eloquent 
reasons, sharpe and quicke argumentes, and ex- 
amples of great auctoritee, perswadynge vnto 
vertue, not onely taken out of the poetes, ora* 
tours, historywriters, and philosophers, but also 
out of the holy scripture. There is, to my dom^ 
no man but that he may, bi reading of this wark^, 
get right great knowlege, as wel for the vndeiv 
standyng of many anddiuers autors, whose resonSt 
sayenges, and histories are translated in to this 
WARKB, as for the plenty of englishe wordes and 
vulgars, besyde the furtheraunce of the lyfe to ver- 
tue. Whiche olde englysshe wordes and vulgars no 
wyse man,bycause of theyr antiquitee, wyll throw 
a syde. For the wry teis of later dayes, the whiche 
beganne to loth and hate these olde vulgars, whan 
they them selfe wolde wryte in our englysshe 
tonge, were cMistrayned to brynge in, in their 
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writynges, newe termes (as some call them) 
whiche they borowed out of latyne, frenche, and 
other languages; whiche caused that they, that 
vnderstode not those langages from whens these 
newe vulgars are fette, coude not perceyue their 
wrytynges. And though our most allowed olde 
autors dydde otherwhyle vse to borowe of other 
langagesj eyther bycause of theyr metre or elles 
for lack of a feete englysshe worde, yet that 
ought not to be a president to vs to heape them 
in, where as nedeth not, and where as we haue 
allredy wordes approued, and receyued, of the 
same eflfecte and strength. The whiche if any 
man wante, let hym resorte to this worthy oldb 
WRYTBR loHN GowER, that shal, as a lanterne, gyve 
hym lyghte to wryte counnyngly, and to gamysshe 
his sentencis in our vulgar tonge. The which noble 
AUTouR I prostrate at your gracis feete, most lowly 
present, and beseche your hyghnes, that it may 
go forthe vnder your gracis fauour. And I shal 
ever praie, God, that is Almyghtye, preserue 
your royal maieste in mooste longe continuance 
of all welthe, honour, glorye, and grace infinite. 
Amen. 

To the reder. 

In tyme past whanne this warkb was prynted, 
I can not very well coniecte what was the cause 
therof, the Prologue before was cleane altered. 
And by that mene it wold seme, that Gowbr 
dydde compyle it at the requeste of the noble 
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duke Henry of Lancastre. And allthough the 
bokes, that be written, be contrary; yet I haue 
folowed therin the prynt copie, for as moche as 
it may seme bothe weyes, and bycause moste 
copies of the same warke are in printe. But yet 
I thought it goode to wame the reder, that the 
writen copies do not agree with the prynted. 
Therfore, syr, I haue prynted here those same 
lynes, that I fynde in the wrytten copies. The 
whiche alteracion ye shall perceyue beganne at 
the xxiii lyne in the Prologue, and goth forth oh, 
as ye se here folowyng. 

In our englyashe I thinke make 
A hcke for kynge Rychardes eake. 
To whom beloDgeth my ligeance, 
. With all my hartes obeysamice. 
In all that euer a lyege man 
Vnto his kynge may done or can; 
So far forth I me recommaunde 
^ To him, which all me may commaunde; 
Preyend vnto the hygh reigne. 
Which cauaeth euery kynge to reygiie. 
That hifl corone longe stonde. 

I thynke and haue it vndentoAde 
As it befell vpon a tyde. 
As thynge whiche shulde tho betyde, 
Vnder the towne of Newe Troy, 
Whiche toke of Brute his fyrste ioye ; 
In Themse, whan it was floweode. 
As I by bote came rowende. 
So as fortune hir tyme sette. 
My lyege lord perchaunce I mette. 
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And 80 befelle, as I came nygh, 
. Out of my bote, whan he me sygh. 
He bad me come into his barge. 
And whan I was with hym at large, 
AmongcB other thinges seyde. 
He hath this charge vpon me leyde. 
And bad me do m^ busynesse. 
That to his hygh worthynesse 
Some newe thinge I shulde bobe. 
That he hym selfe it myght loke. 
After the forme of my wrytynge. . 
And thus vpon his commaundynge 
Myn harte is well the more glad 
To wryte so as he me bad. 
And eke my feare is well the lasse 
That none enuy shall compasse. 
Without a reasonable wyle. 
To feyne and blame that I wryte. 
A gentyll harte his tonge stylleth. 
That it malice none distilleth. 
But preyseth that is to be preysed : 
But he that hath his worde vnpeysed. 
And handleth out ronge any thynge, 
I pray Vnto the heuen kynge. 
Fro such tonges he me shilde. 
And netheles thb worlde is wylde ! 
Qf suche ianglynge, and what be&U, 
My kynges heste I shall not falle> 
That I in hope to deserue 
His thonke ne shall his wyll obaerue; 
And els were I nought ezcwed. 

F<Nr that thyng may nought be reiuscd> 
What that a kynge hym selfe byt : 
Forthy the symplest of my wyt. 
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I thynke if that it may auayle» 
In his seruyse to trauaile, 
Though I Byckenes haue vpon honde. 
And long haue had, yet woll I fonde. 
So as I made my beheste. 
To make a boke after his heste. 
And wryte in niche a roaner wysc, 
Whiche may be wysdome to the. wysci 
And play to hem that lyst to i^y. 
But in prouerbe I haue herde mlj. 
That who that wel his warke beginnelbi 
The rather a good ende he wynneth. 

And thus the Prologue of my Bcke, 
After the worlde that whylom toke. 
And eke somdele after the newe, 
I woll begyn for to newe. 

And thus I saye for these Ixx lynes there be as 
many other printed, that be cleane contrarye vnto 
these bothe in sentence and in meanyng. And 
furthermore there were lefte out, in dyuers places 
of the warke, lynes and columnes^ ye and some* 
tyme hoUe padges, whiche caused that this mooste 
pleasaunt and easy auctor coude not wel be per- 
ceyued ; for that, and chaungynge of wordes, 
and misordrynge of sentences, wolde haue mased 
his mynde in redynge that had ben very well 
lemed. And what can be a greater blemysshe 
vnto a noble auctour ? And for to preise woiv 
thily vnto you the great lernynge of this auc- 
tour, I knowc my selfe ryght moche vnable, ye 
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shall your selfe now deme^ when ye shall se hym 
( as nere as I can ) sette forth in his owne shape 
and lykenes. And this the mene time I maye be 
bolde to saye, that if we shulde neuer haue sene 
his counnynge warkes, the whiche euen at the 
full do wytnesse what a clerke he was ; the 
wordes of the moost famous and excellente Gef- 
fraye Chauser, that he wrote in the ende of his 
maste speciall warke that is entitled Troylus and 
Creseyde, do sufficiently testify the same, where 
he sayth : 

O moral! Gower, this boke I directe 
To the, and to the philosophical Strode, 
To vouchsafe, ther nede is, to correcte. 
Of your benignites and zeles good. 

The whiche noble wark, and many other of the 
sayde Chausers that neuer were before imprinted, 
and those that very fewe men knewe, and fewer 
hadde them, be nowe of late put forthe together 
in a fayre volume. By the whiche words of Chau- 
ser we may also vnderstonde, that he and Gower 
were both of one selfe tyme, both excellently 
lerned, both great frendes together, and both 
alyke endeuoured them selfe and imployed theyr 
tyme so wel and so vertuously, that they dyd not 
onely passe forth their lyfes here ryght honour- 
ably, but also for their so doing, so longe (of 
lykelyhode) as letters shal endure and continue, 
this noble royalme shall be the better, over and 
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besyde theyr honest fame and renowme. And 
thus whan they hadde gone theyr iourney, the 
one of them, that is to saye, Iohn Gower^ pre- 
pared for . his bones a restynge place in the mo- 
nastery of * saynt Marye Overes, where som- 
what after the olde ffashion he lyeth ryght sump- 
tuously huryed, with a garland on his head, in 
f token that he in his lyfe dayes flouryshed 
freshely in literature and science. And the same 
moniment, in remembraunce of hym erected, is 
on the Northe syde of the foresayde churche, in 
the chapell of saynte Iohn, where he hath, of 
his owne foundation, a masse dayly songe. And 
moreouer he hath an obyte yerely done for hym, 
within the same churche, on fryday after the 
feaste of the blessed pope saynte Gregory. Be- 
syde on the wall where as he lyeth there be peynted 
three virgins, with crownes on theyr heades ; one 
of the whiche is wrytten Charities and she hold- 
eth this devise in her honde: 

En toy qui es fitz de dieu le pere 
Sauve Boit que gist souz cest piere. 

The second is wrytten Mercye, which holdeth in 
her hande this devise : 

O bone Jesu fait ta mercy 
Al alme dont le corpe gist icy 

• Now Saint Savkmr's Church, Southwark. 

t See FxHAcis Tbynne'i remark on this circunuuncC) p. %4, 
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The thyrde of them is wrytten Pity, whiche hoM- 
edi in her hand this devise : 

Pur ta pite lesu regarde 

Et met cest alme en sauve garde. 

And there by hongeth a table, wherin appereth 
that who so euer praith for the soule of John 
Gower, he shalL so Qft as he so dothe, have a 
thousande and fyve hundred dayes of pardon. 

The other lyeth buryed in the monastery e of 
seynt Peters at Westmynster in an ile on the 
south syde of the churche. 

On whose soules, and all christen, lesu have 
mercy. Amen. 
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The Tale sf the cofferk or caskets, %c. in the 
fifth hook*. 

In a Cronique fthus I i^ede: 

Aboute a king, as must nede, 

Ther was % of knyghtes and squiers 

Gret route, and eke of officers: 

Some of long time him hadden served, 5 

And thoughten that they haue deserved 

Avancement, and gon withoute: 

And some also ben of the route^ 

That comen but a while agon. 

And they avanced were anon. 10 

These olde men upon this thing. 
So as they durst, ageyne the king 
Among hemself compleignen ofte : 
But there is nothing said so softe. 
That it ne comith out at laste: 15 

The king it wiste, and § als so faste, 

* I prefer, in general, the text of Lord Stafibrd'f manu- 
seript; and correct thii selection from it 

t thUt in all the editions. But Gower usually writes, 
*' For in Cronike thus I rede,'' as in b. iiL And, " In a 
Cronique I find thus,** b. vii. 

X qf\% wanting in all the editions, both in this and the 
next line. 

§ Caxton's edit. 1483, reads and als faste; that of 1532, 
anon so faste; and thai of 15S4, anon als faste. The mam* 
script is the true reading. 
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As he which was of high pradence: 

He shope therfore an evidence 

Of hem that pleignen in ^the cas. 

To knowe in whose defalte it was ; 20 

And all within his owne entente 

That non ma wiste what it ment. 

Anon he let two cofres make 

Of one semblance^ f and of one make^ 

So lich^ that no lif thilke throwe, 35 

That one may fro that other knowe: 

They Were into his chamber brought^ 

But no man wot why they be Jwrought, 

And natheles the king hath bede 

That they be set in privy stede^ SO 

As he that was of wisdom slih; 

Whan he therto his time sih. 

All prively, that none it wiste^ 

His owne hondes that one chiste 

Of fin gold^ and of fin perie^ 35 

The which out of his tresorie 

Was take, anon he fild full ; 

That other cofre of straw and mull 

With stones §meynd he fild also: 

Thus be they full bothe two. 40 

* CasEton^ that. 

t and is wanting in all the editions. 

X brought, in all ihe editt. The manuscript is right 

§ Caxton reads meiofd, the ed. 1532 meatdt and 1554 
mtwtd. The manuscript is the true reading, m^nd^ meiat, 
mingled. 
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So that erliche upon a day 
He had within, * where he lay, 
Ther should fhe toFore his bed 
A bord up set and faire spred : 
And than he let the cofres fette 45 

Upon the bord, and did hem sette. 
He knewe the names well of tho. 
The whiche agein him grutched so. 
Both of his chambre and of hb halle. 
Anon and sent for hem alle ; 50 

And seide to hem in this wise. 

There shall no main % his hap despise : 
I wot well ye have longe served. 
And God wot what ye have deserved; 
But if it is along on me 55 

Of that ye unavanced be. 
Or elles if it belong on yow» 
The sothe shMl be proved now: 
To stoppe with your evil word, 
Lo ! here two cofres on the bord; <tO 

Chese which you list of bothe two; 
And witeth well that one of tho 
Is with tresor so full begon. 
That if ye happe therupon 
Ye shall be riche men for ever: 65 

* An the editt there. 

t fte IB waniiDg in all the editt 

t CaitoD, Aym detpyie. 
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Now chcse, and take which you h lever. 

But be well ware ere that ye take. 

For of that one I under^e 

Ther is no maner good thereiib 

Wherof ye ^mighten pwfit wiuwe. 70 

Now goth together of on? aasen^ 

And f taketh your avisew^At ; 

For, but I yov ^hip day avance^ 

It stant upon your pyrne cba^ce^ 

4^1 only in defalte of grape; 75 

So shall be shewed in 1|h]^ place 

Upon you all well afyn. 

That no de&Ifp sfeal be myn. 

They ki^len^ alf , a^flt with o»^ vois 
The king they thonken of this qhpis : 8P 

And after that they up aris^. 
And gon aside, and- hpm ayise^ 
And at laste they apojjdC; 
(Wherof her tal^. to. r^pofdf}. 
To what issue t^^y l^e ffiUe). 85 

A knyght shi^l 8p^,for. hem all?.: 
He kneleth doua tu^to t^e, kfpg» 
And seith that they uppiKtliift thing, 
Or for to winne, or for.tp.lfae^ 
Bf n all avised fprvtq. c^^sfi. SO 

* Cazton follows this reading. Tbto^n^n^n^f/tf. 
t maketh in all the editions. The. manuscript is rij^hti^ 
tahe your cauiuel together, &c. 
X 10 in all the editt 
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Tho .toke this knygfat a jtfd on hottdtCy 
And goth thera » tbe cofres ttondej 
And with assent of everychone 
He leith his yerde vpoii one^ 
And *8eith the king haw thtike same 95 

They chese in regaerden by naaie« 
And preith him that they might it have. 

The king, which wolde his honor save. 
Whan he had heard the common vois. 
Hath granted hem her owne chois, 100 

And toke hem therupon the keie; 
But for he wolde it were seie 
What good they have as they supposej 
He bad anon the cofre unclose^ 
Which was fulfild fwith straw and stones ! 105 
Thus be they served all at ones. 

This king than, in the same stede» 
Anon that other cofre undede, 
Where as they sihen gret richesse, 
Wei more than they couthen gesse. 110 

Lo ! seith the king, now may ye se 
That ther is no defalte in me; 
Forthy my self I wol aquite« 

* i. e. taith to the king, 
t <f, CaxUm. 
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And bcrcth ye your ownc wite 

Of *that fortune hath you refused. 115 

Thus ¥ras this wise king excused: 
And they lefte off her evil speche^ 
And mercy of her king beseche. 

* i.e. ihaiwhich. 
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Of the gratification which the laver'e passion 
receives from the sense of hearing. In thi 
sixth book. 

Right as myn eye^ with his loke^ 
Is to myn herte a lusty cooke 
Of loves foode delicate ; 
Right so myn eare in his * estate^ • 
Wher as myn ey^ may f nought serve^ 5 

Can wel inyn ];hertes thonk deserve; 
And feden him^ fro day to day. 
With such deynties as he may. 

For thus it is that, over all 
Wher as I come in specially 10 

I may heare of my lady price: 
I heare one say that she is wise; 
Another saith that she is good; 
And, some men sain, of worthy blood 
That she is § come; and is also 15 

So fair Uthat no wher is none so: 
And some men praise hir goodly chere. 
Thus every thing that I may heare. 
Which souneth to my lady goode. 
Is to myn eare a lusty foode. 20 

* So Caxton reads, and the MS. a$iat€. Tlie editiow cf 
1533, 1554, 9tau. 
t All the editt. not. 
% Caxton, eret* 
§ Caxton, one. 
I Caxtoi^ thai there u none to. 
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And eke myn eare hath, over this, 
A deyntie fedte whaFfi so is 
That I may heare hirselve spefke; 
For than anon my fast I breke 
On suche wordes as she saith, 25 

That fill of trouth and ful of faith 
They ben, and of so good disport. 
That to myn eare great comfort 
They don, as they that ben delices 
For all the meates, and *all the spices, 30 

That any Lombard couthe make, 
Ne be so lusty for to take, 
Ne so far forth restauratif, 
(I say as for myn owne lif,) . 
As ben the wordes of hir mouth. 35 

For as the f windes of the South 
{Ben mostof alle debonaire; 
So, whan her $list to speke faire. 
The vcrtue of hir goodly speche 
Is verily myn hertes leche. 40 

And if it so befalle among. 
That she carol upon a song. 
Whan I it hear, I am so fedd^ 
That I am H fro miself so ledd 
As though I were in Paradis; 45 

* So Cazton reads, the other editions omit diis all. 

f Caxton, windowes. 

X Caxton, Bm most debonaire qf all debonaire. 

§ All the editions, btiL 

% CaHOD, Jrongf ^. 
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For^ certes, as to myn avis^ 

Whan I heare of her voice the steveiij 

Me thinketh it is a blisse of heven. 

And eke in other * wise alsoj 
Full ofte time it falleth so, 50 

Myn eare with a good pitance 
Is fedd of f reding of romance 
Of Ydoine and of Amadas> 
That whilom weren in my cas ; 
And eke of other many a |score> 55 

That loveden long ere I was bore. 
For whan I of her loves §rede» 
Myn eare with the tale I ITfede^ 
And with the lust of her *^histoire 
Somtime I draw into ff memoire, - 00 

How sorrow may not ever last; 
And so Ijihope cometh in at last 

* Cazton, other voit, 
t Caxton, rMng and qf romance. 
X Caxton, stort. 
§ CaztoD, rcide. 
% Caxton, fedde. 
** Caxton, hittatye. 
tt Caxtoo, memory, 

XX Thii is the better teading of the edit 1554. The M& 
Ctftoiif and 1532 read, cometh hope. 
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NOTES 

ON THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS FROM .THE 
COJ^FESSIO AMAJfTIS. 



On the Tale of the Coffers. 

GOWBR cited a Crontke as his authority for this Tale. A 
similar story is related in the iScMta Romanorwn; from which, 
many stories in Gower (it has been observed) that seem to be 
founded upon ancient history, or as he terms it " a cronike/' 
will appear upon examination to be taken. See Tyrwhitt's 
Chaucer, Oxford edit vol. ii. 492. In the Gc9ta Rmnatto* 
rum, however, the story is told, as Mr. Warton has remarked, 
with a much greater and a more beautiful variety of incidents. 
But, supposing the Gtsta to have been his present authority, 
this would appear to be not the only instance in which Goiver 
overpasses important circumstances in the original, and in- 
troduces matters of comparatively little interest both in point 
of moral and imagination. See Warton's Hist Eng. Poetry, 
Dissert vol. iii. Ixi. — Mr. Douce, in his late excellent lUu»- 
trattons of Shakspeare, has conjectured that, as the English 
Gcita appears to have been extremely well known to Gower 
and Lydgate, and also to' Occleve, it is by no means impro- 
bable that the translation was made by one or the other of 
them. lUustr. Shaksp. vol. it 422. I must add that Gower> 
if Ae was the translator, stands sometimes self-condemned, in 
his Co^fmio Amantis, as an unobserving narrator and as a 
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poet who declined creditable imitation. Shakspeare, in his 
■tory of the three caskets in the Merchant <^ Venice, judiciously 
fbllows the Gesta. 

But Mr. Warton haa also considered^ the fable, which is 
told by ^ hermit Barlaam to king Avenamore in the spi- 
ritual romance of Barlaam and Josaphat, as probably the re- 
mote but original source both of Gower^s Coffers and of Shakp 
speare's Caskets; though he admits that-Gower^s immediate 
author, if not Boccacie, was peiiiq>s Vincent of Beauvais, 
who wrote about the year 1290, and has incorporated the his- 
tory of Barlaam and Josaphat, who were canonised, into his 
Specuktm Historiale, The story, as it stands in Boccacio, 
seems indeed to be that which Gower.has more cloeely fol- 
lowed. In Barlaam's narrative, four chests are introduced; 
in Boccacio's, as in Gower's, only twa But the reader 
shall judge for himself ; as I will lay before him, from Mr* 
Warton, the version of the spiritual romance; and will cite 
so much of the old English translation of Boccacio, as will 
illustrate the resemblance. 

The romance was written originally in Gredc, about the 
b^inning of the ninth century, by Johannes Damascenus, a 
Greek monk; and translated into Latin, Mr. Warton says, be- 
fore the thirteenth century. Damascenus de Oestis Barlaam ei 
Josaphat is mentioned by Leland, Mr. Warton adds, as one of 
the manuscripts which he saw in Netley-abbey near South- 
ampton. In the archiepiscopal library at Lambeth Palace, 
there is now a fine copy of a translation written in the four- 
teenth century, and entitled Narraciones varie escerpte delibre 
Barlaam quern composuit Johannes Damascenus, No. 26 1 » 
This appears to have been also abbey-property. For at the, 
beginning is written, ** Liber sancte Marie de >{oto loco in 
Schirewod.'' The story, which we are examining, commeqces 
in fol. 13« a. " De duabus arcellis deauiatis et plenis ossibus 
mortuorum, ^t duabus pice linitis ac preciosis lepletis la^; 
pidibW .... I 
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The version of Barlaam. 



^7/^"^'" '* The king conmianded four chests to be made; two of 

which! were covcared with gold, and secured by golden locks, 
but filled witb the rotten bones of human carcasses. The 
other two were overlaid with pitch, and bound with rough 
cords; but replenished with precious stones and the most ex-> 
quisite gems, and with ointments of the richest odour. He 
called his nobles together; and, placing these chests before 
them, asked which they thought most valuable. They pro- 
nounced those with the golden coverings to be the most pre- 
cious^ supposing they were made to contain the crowns and 
girdles of the king. The two chests covered with pitch diey 
Ttowed with contempt Then said the^ king, I presumed 
what would be your determination; for ye look with the eyes 
of sense. But to discern baseness or value, which are hid 
withhif, we must look with the eyes of the mind. He tben 
ordered the golden chests to be opened, which exhaled an io-' 
tolerable stetich, and filled the beholders with horrour." 



From the old English translation of Boccacio. 

DAY 10. NOVEL I. 

•• Wherein may evidently be discerned, that servants to 
prhices and great lords are many times recompensed rathei' 
by their good fortune, than in any regard of their dutifiill 
services. 

'< A Florentine knight, named Signior Ruggieri de' Figio- 
vamii, became a servant to Alphonso, king of Spain, wIks 
in- his opinion, seemed but dightly to respect and reward 
him; in regard whereof^ byn notable experiment, the king 
gave him a manifest testimony^ that ifwas not through any 
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' defect in him, but ooeasioned only by the knight's ill fortune; 
most bountifiilly recompensing him aftcrwardJ' 

[In answer to the knighf s observations, that the king had 
• bestowed on one a castK a t^wn on another, and baronies on 
serend persons, somewhat indiscrtetly; as giviiig bornitifidly 
lo oien of no merit, and restraining all his fkvours from him ; 
the ttplj and subsequent conduct of the king are what re- 
semble the tale of Gower.} 

" Believe me, Signior Ruggieri, replied the king, if I 
have not given you sbch gift^ as perhaps I have given to 
others far inferiour to you in honour and merit ; this happened 
not through any ignorance in me, as not knowing you to be a 
most valiant knight and well worthy of special respect, but 
rather through your own ill fortune, which would not suflSor 
me to do it; whereof she is guilty, and not I; as the truth 
thereof fthall make itself apparent to you. 

" Sir, answered Ruggieri, I complain not because I have 
received no gift from you, as desiring thereby covetously to be- 
come the richer, but because you have not any w#y a^ow- 
ledged what virtue is remaining in me. Nevertheless, I allow 
your excuse as good and reasonable; and am heartily cofir 
tented to behold whatsoever you please, although I do coi^ 
dently credit yon, without any further testimony. 

The king conducted him then into the great hall, where, as 
he had before given order, stood two great chesto fast lockt; 
and, in the presence of all his lords, the king thus spake. 
Signior Ruggieri, in one of these chests is mine imperial 
crown, the scepter royal, the mound, and many more of my 
richest girdles, rings, plates, and jewds, even the very best 
that are mine: the other is fiill of earth only. Choose one of 
these two; and that, which thou nakest election of, upon my 
royal word thou shalt ei^oy* Hereby shalt thou evidently 
perceive who hath been ungrateful to thy deservings ; either I, 
or thine own bad fortune. Rn^ieri, seeing it was the king's 
pleasure to have it so, chose one of them, which the king 
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cauied presently to be opened. It proved to be the same that 
was full of earth; whereat the king, smiling> said thus unto 
him. 

" You see, Siguier Rug^eri, that which I said concerning 
your ill fortune is very true; but, questionless, your. valour is 
of such desert, that I ought to oppose myself against all her 
malevolence. . And, because I know that you are not minded 
to become a Spaniard, 1 will give you neither castle nor dwel- 
ling-place; but I will bestow the. chest on you, in meer de- 
spight of your malicious fortune, which she so unjustly took 
away from you. Carry it home with you into your country, 
that there it may make an apparent testimony, in the sight of 
all your well-willers, both of your own virtuous deservingsand 
my bounty/' 



On the second Extract from Gower. 

The fimner.eztract was a specimen of Gower's talent as a 
narrator. This exhibits him as a poet ; and, perhaps, from 
no part of bis works could an example of greater elegance be 
drawn than the gratification of the lover which I have cited. 
I proceed to remark, that in the following verses; 



And if it so be&lle among. 
That she carol upon a song. 
Whan I it heare, I am so fedd. 
That I am fro myself so ledd 
As though I were in Paradis; 
For, certes, as to myn avis, 
Whan I heare of hir voice the Steven, 
Me thinketh it is a blisse of heven ; 

he nearly equals the tender gdlantry of Petrarch^ Canz. xit. 
parte I"*, ' » ; 
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Quante volte disf* io 
Allhor pien di spavento, 
Costei per fermo nacque in paradito; 
Com carco d' oblio 
11 divin poitameDto, 
E n volto, e le parole; e '1 ddce riio 
M' haveano, e si diviio 
Da r imagine vera; 
Ch' i dicea iioapirando, 
Qjoi come venn' io, o quando? 
Credendo easer* in ciel, non Id, do?' era. 

Nor is he far distant indeed from that grace, with which a 
plater but the loftiest poet of our country has described the 
■ gratification derived from sweet sounds, in his Comus ; where 

the lady's singing is compared to that of the Syrens; 

Who, as they nmg, vxmld take the pritoiCd ioul, 
And lap it in EfysiMm: Scylla wept. 
And chid her barking waves into attention. 
And fell Cbarybdis murmured soft applause: 
Yet they in pleasing slumber lulTd the sense. 
And in sweet madness robbed it qf itself; 
But such a sacred and home-felt delight, 
Such sober certainty of waking bliss, 
I never heard till now !— 

In the further avowal of his gratification, Gower^s lover 

And eke in other wise also. 
Full ofte time it faileth so, 
Myn ea.'e with a good pitance 
Is fedd of reding of romance 
Of Ydoipe and of Amadas, 
That whilom weren in my cas^ 
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And eke of other many a score. 
That loveden long ere I waa bore. 
For whan I of her lores rede» 
Myn eare with the tale I fede, &c. 

Here Gower appears, as Mr. Warton has obaenred, to have 
been a great reader of romances. See his refiuences, already 
cited, to the romance of Launcdot, itc. in this< volume, p. 
106. The romance of Idoyne and Amadas, here particula- 
rised, is recited as a favourite history, among others, in the 
prologue to a collection of legends, called Cursor Mundi, an 
ancient poem, translated from the French. Their names also 
occur in the old Fabliau of Grautier d'Aupais. See Warton's 
HisL Eng. Poetry, vol. iL 24, and RitBon's Metrical Ro- 
mances, vol. ill. 325. Their celebrity, as lovers, to which 
Gower here alludes, is recorded in the romance of Emam, 
ver. 122. ediL Ritson. 

Idoynt and Amadas, 

With love that was so trewe ; 
For they loveden hem with honour ; 
Portrayed they wer with trewe-love flour. 

Of stones bryght of hewe, 
Wyth carbunkuU and safere, &c. . 

I have not however met with any analysis of these once ft^ 
mous memoirs of Idcyne and Amadas, The romance appears 
to have been one of those bequeathed by Guy Beauchamp, 
earl of Warwick, to the Abbey of Bordesley in Worcester- 
shire. This bequest is so curious an illustration of our ancient 
literary history, that I have no hesitation in transcribing it 
ftwn the copy which exists in archbishop Sancroffs collection 
of historical document^, written with his own hand, and ex- 
tracted from Mr. Ashmole'a Register of the Earl of Ailea- 
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bury'g Evidences, foL 110. Lamheth Manuscripts, No. 577. 
foL 18. b. 

'' Atua iceux> qc ce»te lettre verront, ou orrount, Gwy 
de Beauchainp, Counte de Warr. Saluz en Deu. Sachez 
nous aveir bayle e en la garde le Abbe e le Co vent de Borr 
desleye lesse 4 demorer d touz Joun touz les Romaunces de 
80UZ nomes; ceo est assaveyr, un Volum^ qe est appele 
Tresor. Un Volum, en le quel est le premer livere de Lan- 
celot. E un Volum del Romaunce de Aygnes. Un Sauter 
de Romaunce. Un Volum des Evangelies, e de . Vie des 
Seins. Un Volum, qe p'le des quatre principals Gestes de 
Charles^ e de dooun> e de Meyace, c de Girard de Viene, 
Ic de Emery de Nerbonne. Ui\ Volum del Romaunce 
.Emond de Ageland, e deu Roy Charles dooun de Nauqtoile. 
£ le Romaunce de Gwyoun de Nauntoyl. E un Volum del 
Romaunce Titus et Vespasien. E un Volum del Rotnaunce 
Josep ab Arimatbie, e deu Seint Grael. E un Volum, qe 
p'le coment Adam fust euiesle hors de paradys, e le Genesic. 
E un Volum, en le quel sount contenuz touns des Ro- 
maunces, ceo est assaveir. Vitas patnim au comencement ; e 
pus un Counte de Anteypt ; e la Vision Seint Pol ; & pus 
les Vies des xii Seins. E le Romaunce de Willame de 
Loungespe. E Aulorites des Seins bumes. E le M irour de 
Alme. Un Volum, en le quel sount contenuz la Vie Seint 
Pere e Seint Pol, e des autres liv. E un Volum, qe est 
appele FApocalips. E un livere de Phisik e de Surgie. Un 
Volum del Romaunce de Gwy e de la Reygne tut enterement. 
Un Volum del Romaunce de Troies. Un Volum del Ro- 
maunce de Willame de Orenges e de Tebaud de Arabic. 
Un Volum del Romaunce de Amase e de Idoine. Un Volum 
del Romaunce Girard de Viene. Un Volum del Romaunce 
deu Brut, e del Roy Costentine. Un Volum de le en- 
seignem^. Aristotle enveiez au Roy Alisaundre. Un Voluol 
de }a mort ly Roy Arthur, e de Mordret Un Volum, en 
le quel sount contenuz les Enfaunces Nostre Seygncur, co« 

Y 
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Inent il fust men6 en Egipt E lb Vie Seint Edw"*. E la 
Visioun Seint Pol. La Vengeaunce n're Seygneur pdr Veff« 
pasien e Titus. E la Vie Seint Nicolas^ qe'fost nez en Pa- 
iras. E la Vie Seint Eustace. E la Vie Seint Cudlac. E 
la Passioun n're Seygneur. E la Aleditacioun Seiiit Ber- 
nard de n're Dame Seint Marie^ e del Paasioun sour douz 
iiz Jesu Crei«t n're Seign^ E la Vie tSeint Euf^a8ie. E la 
Vic Seint Radegounde. E la Vic Seint Juliane. Un Vo- 
luno, en lequel est aprise de Enfiints et lumicre i Lays. Un 
Volum del Romaunce d'Alisaundre, ove peinturcs. Un 
petit rouge livere, en le quel sount contenu^ mous divenes 
choBcs. Un Volum del Romaunce des Mareschaus, e de 
Ferebras^ e de Alisaundrc. Lcs queos livres nous grauntoiis 
pnr nos heyrs e pur nos assignes qil demorront en la dit Ab- 
beye, &c. — Escrites au Bordesleye le prettier jbur de May, Ic 
an du regn Ic Roy Edw^; trenlfme quart." 

To tbe lovers of our early history, the exhibitioh of the 
preceding docimient cantiot but be gratifying. Nor may it 
be otherwise, I trust, than serviceable to the cause of national 
literature, if I also give a brief account of manuscripts, hi- 
therto undescribed, containing romances which were popular 
in the time of Gower and Chaucer; since to ihosp, who are 
fbnd of investigating the manners and language of elder days, 
they may afford abundant employment, however employment 
might be thought almost fruitless after the labours of Mr. Rit- 
Son and Mr. Ellis in this department of learning. But the 
subject is evidently not exhausted. 

The first manuscript, which I offer to notice, is in the pos- 
session of the Marquis of Stafford ; and was lately presented 
to his lordship by General Leveson Gower. It is a small 
folio; written, on vellum, apparently in the fourteenth cen« 
taty; and is in several places mutilated or injured. The 
contents are as follow. 
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I. Kyng Richard. 

This it very impeHect, and much obliterated^ at the be- 
ginning ; but wantB only twehe Unei to complete it at the 
end ; closing with 

Cristen men fer and nere 
Mygt go to Jerusalem 
To the Sepulcre and Bedlem 
To Olyirete and to Nazareth well 
To Jaffys and to Maiden Castel $ 

and exhibiting, even in these few lines, several variations 
(which indeed is the case throughput the poem) from the 
printed copies. It consists of forty four leaves, containing 
where perfect forty lines in each page, as the manuscript 
throughout exhibits when the poetry consists of couplets; and 
is more complete than any manuscript copy inspected by Mr. 
Ellis, who was obliged, in his entertaining analysis of Me- 
trical Romances, to complete his account of Richard from the 
printed copies. 



11. Bevous of Hampton. 

This is not quite perfect It is correct for seventeen 
leaves together ; after which are interspersed in the subse- 
quent romances two separate leaves ; and the volume con- 
cludes, after the fragment of Sir Degore, with thirty two 
more leaves of this romance in uninterrupted succession. It 
contains eleven more stanzas, antecedent to the change of the 
poem into couplets, than appear to have been known to Mr. 
Ellis. 
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III. Florence and Blancliefloure. 

This is written on thirteen leaves and a half, hut is also 
imperfect It contains, however, upwards of three hundred 
lines more than Mr. Ellis appears to have been acquainted 
with ; whose account of this romance is completed from the 
entertaining work of M. de Tressan. Ritson mentions the 
imperfect copy of this romance as preserved in the Advocates' 
library at Edinburgh ; and deplores the loss of another, for- 
merly in the Cotton collection. With the existence of any 
other manuscript copy he was not acquainted. 



IV. The batten of Troye. 

This romance appears to be perfect I have hitherto met 
with no account of it It fills twenty three leaves and a half. 
The subject is divided into ten battles^ at the close of each of 
which, is a numerical notification : 

Lordinges, saunz faile. 

Of Troye this is the/o«wA bataile, &c. 

And it concludes : 

Now, lordinges, saunz faile. 
Of Troye this is the tenth bataile. 

Explicit helkan de Troye. This curious romance, unknown to 
Warton, Percy, Ritson, and Ellis, will be an interesting 
object to those who may now enter upon the subject of 
Qur Metrical Romances. It seems as if Cower had been ac* 
quainted with it; for, in the fifth book of his Cotifesai^ 
JbnarUis^ describing Achillea disguised in female apparel^ 
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though he refers in his usual manner to ''a cromke" he pre^ 
aents an account somewhat similar to that of the present ro- 
mance. Gower's description is this. 

Achilles than stode nought stille. 

Whan he the bright hehne behelde. 

The swerde, the hauherke, and the shelde. 

His hertefeUe therto anone. 

Of ail that other wolde he none. 

The hdghies gere he underfongeth. 

And thilke arraie, which that belongeth 

Unto the women, heforsoke. 

And in this wyse, as sayth the boke. 

They knowen than whiche he was. 

For he goth forth the great poos 

In to the chambre, where he laie, 

Ajione, and made no delate : 

He arrneth hym in knightly wise. 

That better can no man devise. 

And as fortune sholdefalle. 

He came so forth tqfore hem all* 

Let us now peruse the hero's abandonment of his disguise, in 
T/ie battell qf Troye ; premising, that the knighU, sent to 
discover him, determine not to give him the choice of femi- 
nine ornaments, but only that qf helm, hauberk, shield, and 
spear. 

The knygtes toke counsel ech oon. 
Or they wolde thennes goon. 

That they wolde geve the maydens broche and ryngj 
But Achilles wolde they geve nothing ; 
But helm, hauberk, sheld, andspere, 
To Achilles wolde they here. 
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Whan Achilles saw that ryche things 

He wold forsake broche and r3nig. 

Through kynde he wolde the armure take> 

And ryng and broche he wolde forsake. 

And on the morow, withoute lesyng^ 

The knygtes ete with Lycatnedes the kyng: 

And when the bord was up t'an^ 

The maydens daunced everychoon : 

The knygtes geve the maydens broche and ryng. 

But Achilles geve they nothing : 

They leide before him sheld and spere. 

And alle maner armor that a knygt shuld were. 

Achilles beheld ful rygt 

The armor that was fkire and brygt : 

To the armor he yede Iq hast^ 

And on him he gan it cast. 

Whan he was armyd in jren and Steele^ 

Than at the first it liked him welle^ 

Than spake Achilles boldely; 

Sir king, armor were wol y : 

I am no woman as mot y the ; 

I am a man as be ye : 

In maydens daunce y wyl not ga'. 

But to armor brygt y will me ta' ; 

Forthy, sir king, y pray the, 

Dubbe me knyghtibr charite, &c. 



V. Amys and AtmfUon. 

This k perfect^ and fills thirteen leaves. It exhibits many 
readings difieriog from the copy which Mr. Ellis has used. 
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VI. Sir Eglamour. 
A itingle leaf only of this RomaDce. 



VII. Sir Degore. 

Of this Romance two leaves only, containing one hundred 
and sixty lines.— 

In the Manuscript, which I have thus described, innu- 
merable are the variations from the readings in Mr. Ellis's 
printed Romances; which may support a conjecture thai the 
Romances, here given, may be original translations and not 
copies of other manuscripts. 

To the account of this Manuscript, I have also to add that 
of a valuable copy of the ancient Romance of Libeaus Dis- 
conus. This " romance of price," as Chaucer calls it in his 
Rime of Sir Thopas, has been printed by Ritson in his Me- 
trical Romances ; and had before been analysed by Dr. Percy 
in his Reliques of Ancient Poetry. If this copy had been ex- 
amined by Ritson, he would have found numerous readings of 
better note than those which the copy that he followed gives, 
and several stanzas which that copy also wants. Though con- 
tained in a volume, which is one of the oldest inhabitants in 
the Lambeth library, it has escaped the notice of those to 
whom the collection has been familiar, and to whom the 
investigation of our ancient literature has been among 
their greatest pleasures; I mean, Gibson, Tanner, Percy, 
and Warton. It is among the Lambeth manuscripts. 
No. 306. fol. 25. et uq. 
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EXTRACTS 



THE POETRY 



Of 



CHAUCER. 



The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales from 
Tjfi-whitt*s edition. 

Whannb that April with his shoures sote 

The droughte of March hath perced to the rote 

And bathed every veine in swiche licour> 

Of whiche vertue engendred is the flour; 

Whan Zephims eke with his sote brethe 5 

Enspired hath in every holt and hethe 

The tendre croppes^ and the yonge sonne 

Hath in the Ram his halfe cours yronne. 

And smale foules maken melodie^ 

That slepen alle night with open eye, 10 

So priketh hem nature in hir corages; 

Than longen folk to gon on pilgrimages. 

And palmeres for to seken strange stronde8> 

To serve halwes couthe in sondry londes ; 
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And specially, from every shires ende 15 

Of Englelond, to Canterbury they wende. 
The holy blisful martyr for to seke. 
That hem hath holpen^ whan that they were seke 

BefelM, ttat, in thslt s^^n ote a day. 
In Southwerk at the Tabard as I lay, 20 

Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage 
To Canterbury with devoute corage. 
At night was come info that htotelrie 
Wei nine and twenty in a compagnie 
Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle 25 

In felawship, and j^lgpiiAM wwe they alle^ 
That toward Canterbury wolden ride. 
The chambres and the stables weren wide. 
And wel we weren esed atte beste. 

And shortly, whan the Sonne was gon to reste. 
So hadde I spoken with hem everich on, 31 
That I was of hur felawship ^noii. 
And made forword erly for to the. 
To take oure way tber as lyou devisiew 

But natheles^ while I have time and s^pace^ 35 
Or that I forther in this tale pace. 
Me thinketh it accord^st to re9on> 
To tellen you alle the condition 
Of eche of hem, so as ft fi^lied iiie. 
And whiche they i^eKn, and of what degre; 40 
And eke in what araie that they were inne: 
And at a knight thaii wol I firsle begtnne. 
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THE KNIGHT. 

A Kniort ther wag» and that a worthy man^ 
That fro the time that he firste began 
To riden out, he loved chevahrie^ 45 

Trouthe and honour, fredcHn and curtesie. 
Ful worthy was he in his lordes werre. 
And therto hadde he ridden, no man ferre^ 
As wel in Cristendom as in Hethenesse, 
And ever honoured for his worthinesse. 50 

At Alisandre he was whan it was wonne. 
Ful often time he hadde the bord begonnc 
Aboven alle nations in Pntce. 
In Leitowe hadde he reysed and in Ruce, 
No cristen man so ofte of his degre. 55 

In Gernade at the siege eke hadde he be 
Of Algesir, and ridden in Belmarie. 
At Leyes was he, and at Satalie, 
Whan they were wonne; and in the Grete «e 
At many a noble armee hadde he be. ft) 

At mortal batailles hadde he ben fiftene. 
And foughten for our faith at Tramissene 
In listes tbries, and ay slain his fo. 

This ilke worthy knight hadde ben also 
Somtime with the lord of Palatie, 65 

Agen another hethen in Turkie: 
And evermore he hadde a sovereine pris. 
And though that he was worthy he was wise. 
And of his port as meke as is a mayde. 
He never yet no vilanie ne sayde 70 
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In alle his lif^ unto no manere wight. 
He was a veray parfit gentil knight. 
But for to tellen you of his araie. 
His hors was good^ but he ne was not gaie. 
Of fustian he wered a gipon^ 75 

Alle besmotred with his habergeon. 
For he was late ycome fro his viage. 
And wente for to don his pilgrimage. 



THE SaUIER. 

With him ther was his sone a yonge Squibs, 
A lover> and a lusty bacheler, 80 

With lockes cruU as they were laide in presse. ; 
Of twenty yere of age he was I gesse. 
Of his stature he was of even lengthe. 
And wonderly deliver, and grete of strengthe. 
And he hadde be somtime in chevachie, 85 

In Flaundres, in Artois, and in Picardie, 
And borne him wel, as of so litel space. 
In hope to stonden in his ladies grace. 

Embrouded was he, as it were a mede 
Alle ful of fresshe floures, white and rede. 90 
Singing he was, or floy ting alle the day. 
He was as fresshe, as is the moneth of May. 
Short was his goune^ with sieves long and wide. 
Wei coude he sitte on hors, and fayre ride. 
He coude songes make, and wel endite, 95 

Juste and eke dance^ and wel pourtraie and write. 
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ISo hote he loved, that by nightertale 

He slep no more than doth the nightingale. 

Curteis he was, lowly, and servisable. 
And carf before his fader at the table. 100 



THE ^SaUIERES YEMAN. 

A Temam hadde he, and servantes no mo 
At that timey for him luste ta ride so ; 
And he was cladde in cote and hode of grene. 
A shefe of peacock arwes bright and kene 
Under his belt he bare ful thriftily. 105 

Wei coude he dresse his takel yemanly: 
His arwes drouped not with fetheres lowe. 
And in his hond he bare a* mighty bowe. 

A notched hadde he, with a broune visage. 
Of wood*craft coude he wel alle the usage. 1 10 
Upon his arme he bare a gaie bracer. 
And by his side a swerd and a bokeler, 
And on that other side a gaie daggere, / 
Hameisedwel, and sharpe as point of spere : 
A Cristofre on his brest of silver shene. 115 

An home he bare, the baudrik was of grene. 
A forster was he sothely as I gesse. 

* So I dettgnate this character, in opposition to Mr. Tyr- 
whitfs afisertion. See my remarks on Chaucer's pilgrims. 
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THE PRIORESSE. 

Ther was also a Nonne, a Priokbssb, 
That of hire smiling was ful simple and coy; 
Hire gretest othe n'as but by Scint Eloy; 120 

And she was cleped madame Eglentine. | 

Ful wel she sange the service devine^ | 

Entuned in hire nose ful swetely; 
And Frenche she spake ful fajrre and fetisly. 
After the scole of Stratford atte bowe^ 1^ 

For Frenche of Paris was to hire unknowe. 
At mete was she wel ytaughte withalle; 
She lette no morsel from hire lippes falle^ 
Ne wette hire fingres in hire sauce depe. 
Wel coude she carie a morsel^ and wel kepe^ 130 
Thatte no drope ne fell upon hire brest. 
In curtesie was sette ful moche hire lest. 
Hire over lippe wiped she so clene. 
That in hire cuppe was no ferthing sene 
Of grese^ whan she dronken hadde hire draught. 
Ful semely after hire mete she raught. 136 

And sikerly she was of grete disport. 
And ful plesant^ and amiable of port. 
And peined hire to contrefeten chere 
Of court, and ben estatelich of manere, 140 
And to ben holden digne of reverence. 

But for to speken of hire conscience. 
She was so charitable and so pitous. 
She wolde wepe if that she saw a mous 
Caughte in a trappe, if it were ded or bledde. 145 
Of smale houndes hadde she, that she fedde 
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With rosted fleshy and milk; and waste) Inrede. 
Buf sore wept she if on of hem were dede^ 
Or if men smote it with a yerde smert: 
And all was conscience and tendre herte, ISO 

Ful semely hire wimple yptnched was; 
Hire nose tretis; hire eyen grey as glas; 
Hire mouth ful smale^ and therto soft and red; 
But sikerly she hadde a fayre forehed. 
It was almost a spanne brode I trowe; 16& 

For hardily she was not under£;rowe. 

Ful fetise was hire cloke^ as I was ware. 
Of smale corall aboute hire arm she bare 
A pair of bedes^ gauded all with grene; 
And theron heng a broche of gold ful shene, 160 
On whiche was first ywriten a crouned Aj 
And after^ A^ior vincit omnia. 

Another Nonnx also with hire hadde sh^ 
That was hire chapelleine^ and Pauvns dure. 



THE MONK 

A Monk ther was^ a fayre for the maiflftrie^ 16S 
An out-rider^ that loved venerie ; 
A manly man^ to ben an abbot able* 
Ful many a deinte hors hadde he in stable: 
And whan he rode^ men mighte his bridel here 
Gingeling in a whistling wind as clere^ 17P 

And eke as loude^ as doth the chapell belle^ 
Ther as this loid was keper of the celle. 

The reule of seintlf aure and of seint Benei^ 
Aa 
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Bec^ause that it >vas olde and somdele streit, f 

This like monk lette olde thihges pace, 175 

And held after the newc' world the trace. 
He yave^not of the text a pulled hieh. 
That saith,- that hunters ben not holy men; 
Ne that a-monk^ whan he is rekkeles^ 
Is like to a fish that is wattles; 180 

This is to say, a monk out of his cloistre. 
This ilke text held he not worth an oistre. 
And 1 say his- opinion' was good. 
What shulde he studie, and make faimselven wood. 
Upon a book in cloistre alway to pore, 185 

Or swinken with his hondes, and laboure. 
As Austin bit? how sbal the world be served? 
Let Austin have his swink to him reserved. 
Therfore he was a prickasoiire a right : 
Greihoundes he hadde as swift as foul of flight: 
Of pricking and of hunting for the hare 190 

Was all his lust, for no cost wolde he spare. 

I saw his sieves purfiled at the bond 
With gris, and that the finest of the lond. 
And for to fasten his hood under his chinne, 195 
He hadde of gold y wrought a curious pinne: 
A love-knotte in the greter end ther was. 
His hed was balled, and shone as any glas. 
And eke his face, as it hadde ben anoint. 
He was a lord ful fat arid in good point. • 300 
His eyen stepe, and rolling in his hed. 
That stemed as a forheis of a led. ' 
His botes- souple, his hors in gret estat. 
Now certainly he was a fay re prelat.' 
He was not pak as a forpined gost« 205 
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A fat swan loved he best of any rost. 
His palfrey was as broune as is a bery. 



THE FRERE. 

A Frerb ther was^ a wanton and a mery^ 
A Limitour^ a ful solempne man. 
In all the ordres foure is nqn that can 210 

So moche of daliance and fayre langage. 
He hadde yinade ful many a mariage 
Of yonge wimmen> at his owen cost. 
Until his ordre he was a noble post. 
Ful wel beloved^ and familier was he 215 

With frankeleins over all in his contree^ 
And eke with worthy wimmen of the toun: 
For he had power of confession^ 
As saide himselfe^ more than a curat. 
For of his ordre he was licenciat. 220 

Ful swetely herde he confession^ 
And plesant was his absolution. 
He was an esy man to give penance, 
Ther as he wbte to han a good pitance : 
For unto a poure ordre for to give 225 

Is signe that a man is wel yshrive. 
For if he gave^ he dorste make avant. 
He wiste that a man was repentant. 
For many a man so hard is of his herte. 
He may not wepe although him sore smerte, 230 
Therfore in stede of weping and praieres. 
Men mote give silver to the poure freres. 

His tippet was ay farsed fUl of knives^ 
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And pinnes, for to given fayre wiveg. 

And certainly he hadde a mery note. 285 

Wei coude he singe and plaien on a rote. 

Of yeddinges he bare utterly the pris. 

His nekke was white as the flour de lis. 

Therto he strong was as a champioun. 

And knew wel the tavernes in every toun, 240 

And every hosteler and gay tapstere^ 

Better than a lazar or a beggere^ 

For unto swiche a worthy man as he 

Accordeth nought^ as by his faculte. 

To haven with sike lazars acquaintance. 245 

It is not honesty it may not avance^ 

As for to delen with no swiche pourailTej 

But all with riche^ and sellers of vitaille. 

And over all> ther as profit shuld arise^ 
Curteis he was, and lowly of servise. 250 

Ther n'as no man nowher so vertuous. , 
He was the beste begger in all his hous: 
And gave a certeine ferme for the grants 
Non of his bretheren came in his haunt. 
For though a widewe hadde but a shoo, 255 

(So plesant was his In prihcipio) 
Yet wold he have a ferthing or he went. 
His pourchas was wel better than his rent. 
And rage he coude as it hadde ben a whelp. 
In lovedayes, ther coude he mochel help. 260 
For ther was he nat like a cloisterere, 
With thredbare cope, as is a poure scolere, 
But he was like a maister or a pope. 
Of double worsted was his semicope. 
That round was as a belle out of the presse, 265 
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Somwhat he lisped for his wantonnesse^ 

To make his English swete upon his tonge; 

And in his harping, whan that he hadde songe. 

His eyen twinkeled in his hed arightj 

As don the sterres in a frosty night ^0 

This worthy limitour was cleped Huberd. 



THE MARCHAJ^T. 

• 
A Marchant was ther with a forked herd. 
In mottelee, and bighe on hors he sat. 
And on his hed a Flaundrish bever hat. 
His botes elapsed fayre and fetisly, 275 

His resons spake be ful solempnely, 
Souning alway the encrese of his winning. 
He wold the see were kept for any thing 
Betwixen Middelburgh and Orewell. 
Wei coud he in eschanges sheldes selle. 280 

This worthy man ful wel his wit besette; 
Ther wiste no wight that he was in dette. 
So stedefastly didde he his governance. 
With his bargeines, and. with his chevisance. 
Forsothe he was a worthy man withalle, 385 

But soth to sayn, I n*ot how men him calle. 



THE CLERK OF OXEJ^FORDE. 

A Clerk ther was of Oxenfordb also. 
That unto logike hadde long ygo. 
As lene was his hors as is a rake^ 
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And he was not right fat, I undertake ; 290 

But loked holwe, and therto soberly. 

Ful thredbare was his overest courtepy. 

For he hadde geten him yet no benefice, 

Ne was nought worldly to have an office. . 

For him was leyer han at his beddes hed - 295 

A twenty bokes, clothed in black or red. 

Of Aristotle, and his philosophie. 

Than robes riche, or fidel, or sautrie. 

But all be that he was a philosophre. 

Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre, 300 

But all that he might of his frendes hente. 

On bokes and on lerning he it spente. 

And besily gan for the soules praie 

Of hem, that yave him wherwith to scolaie. 

Of studie toke he moste cure and hede. 30^ 

Not a word spake he more than was nede; I 

And that was said in forme and reverence. 

And short and quike, and ful of high sentence. 

Souning in moral vertue was his speche. 

And gladly wolde he leme, and gladly teche. 310 



THE SERGE Ajrr OF THE LAWE. 

A Sergeant of the La we ware and wise. 
That often hadde yben at the paruis, 
Ther was also, ful riche of excellence. 
Discrete he was, and of gret reverence: 
He semed swiche, his wordes were so wise, 315 
Justice he was ful often in assise. 
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By patent^ and by pleine commissioun; 
Toy his science^ and for his. high renoun. 
Of fees and robes had he many on. , 
So grete a pourchasour was nowher non. . 390 
All was fee simple to him in effect^ 
His pourchasing might not ben in. suspect. 
Ndwher so.besy a inan as Jie ther n/as^ 
And yet he seined besier than he was. : \ 

In termes hadde he cas.and.dpmes alle> .; 325 
That fro the time of king Will, werenfalle. 
Therto he coude endite^ and make a. things 
Ther coude no.wight pitiche at ^his writing. 
And every statute coude he plaine by rote. 
He rode but homely in a medlee cote, , 330 

Girt with a seirit of silk, with.barres smale; 
Of his array teU I no longer tale. 



THE FRAXKELEIJf. 

A Frankblein was in this compagnie; 
White was his herd, as is the dayesie. . ; 
Of his complexion he was sanguin. 335 

Wei loved he by the'morwe a sop in win^ 
To liven in delit was' ever his wone, . 
For he was Epicures. owen sone>.... 
That held opinion^ that plein delit 
Was veraily Telicite parfite. ,. . ,, 340 

An houshoUer, !and:that a grete was he; 
Seint Julian he was: in his contre. « . 

His brede, his ale/ was alwfiy' after on; 
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Without^!! bake mete never waa his hoiar, 34& 
Of fish and fleshy and that so plenteous^ 
It snewed in his» hous of mete and drinke. 
Of alle deintees that men coud of thinke. 
After the sondry sesons of the yere. 
So changed he his mete and his soupere» 3S0 
Ful many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe^ 
And many a breme^ and many a luce in stewe. 
Wo was his coke, but if his sauce were 
Poinant and sharpe, and redy all his gere. 
His table dormant in his halle alway 3S5 

Stode redy Covered alle the longe day. 
At sessions ther was he lord and sire. 
Ful often time he was knight of the shire. 
An anelace and a gipciere all of mik, 
Heng at hi^ girdel, white as morwe milk. 360 
A shereve hadde he ben^ and a countour. 
Was no wher swiche a worthy vavasour. 



THE HABERDASHER, %c. 

An Habsrdashbr, atid a Car^entbi^ 
A Webbs, a Dbyek, and a Tapiseh, 
Were alle yclothed in o livere, 385 

Of a solempne and grete fratemite. 
Ful freshe and newe hhr gere ypiked was. 
Hir knives were ychaped not with bras. 
But all with silver wrought ful clene and wel, 
Hir girdeles and hir pouchet ev^ del 370 
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Wcl semcd eche of hem a'fayre burgeis, 
'IPo sitten in a gild halle, on the deis.. 
Evenchi for the Wisdom that he can. 
Was shapelich fdr to ben an alderman: 
For catel hadden they ynough arid rent, S78 

Ahd eke hir ii^ves ^olde it w^ assent: 
And elles certainly they were to blame. 
It isv M fayre td ben ycleped madame. 
And for to goh to vigiles all before. 
And have a mantel reallich ybore. 380 



THE COKE. 

A Con they hadden with heim for the nones. 
To boile the chikenes and the marie bones. 
And poiidre marchant; tart and galin'gale. 
Wei coude he knowe a draught of London al6. 
He coude roste^ and sethe^ and broile, and frie^ 
Maken mortrewes, and wel bake a pie. 386 

But gret harm was it, as it thoughte me. 
That on his shinne a mormal hadde he. 
For blanc manger that made he with the best 



THE ISHIPMAN. 

A Shipmam was thel*, woned fer by West: SdO 
Foi ought I wote, he was of Dertemouth. 
He rode upon a rouncie, as he couthe. 
All in a goune of falding to the knee. 

ab 
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A dagger hanging by a las hadde hec 

About his nekke under his arm adoun. 395 

The bote sommer hadde made his hewe al broun. 

And certainly he was a good felaw. 

Ful many a draught of win he hadde draw 

From Burdeux ward, while that the chapman slepc. 

Of nice conscience toke he no kepe. 400 

If that he faught, and hadde the higher hand^ 

By water he sent hem home to every land. 

But of his craft to rcken wel his tides. 

His stremes and his stranded him besides. 

His herberwe, his mone, and his lodemanage, 405 

Ther was non swiche, from Hull unto Cartage. 

Hardy he was, and wise, I undertake: 

With many a tempest hadde his berd be shake. 

He knew wel alle the havens^ as they were, • 

Fro Gotland^ to the Cape de finistere, 410 

And every creke in Bretagne and in Spaine : ' 

His barge ycl^eped was the Magdelaine. 



THE DOCTOUR OF PHISIKE. 

With us ther was a DocrouR of Phisike, 
In all this world ne was ther non him like 
To speke of phisike, and of surgerie: 415 

For he was grounded in astronomic. 
He. kept his patient a ful gret del 
In houres by his magike naturel. 
Wel coude he fortunen the ascendent 
Of his imager for his patient. - 400 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THB CANTERBURY TALKS. 187 

He knew the cause of every maladie^ 
Were il of cold, or hote, or moist, or drie. 
And wher engendred, and of what humour. 
He was a veray parfite practisour. 
The cause yknowe, and of his harm the rote, 425 
Anon he gave to the sike man his bote. 
Ful redy hadde he his apothecaries 
To send him dragges, and his lettuaries. 
For eche of hem made other for to winne : 
Hir frendflhip n'as not newe to beginne, 430 

Wei knew he the old Esculapius, 
And Dioscorides, and eke Rufus; 
Old Hippocras, Hali, and Gallien; 
Serapion, Rasis, andAvicen; 
Averrois, Damascene, and Constantin; 435 

Bernard, artd Gatisden, and Gilbertin. 
Of his diete mesurable was he. 
For it was of no superfluitee. 
But of gret nourishing, and digestible. 
His studie was but litel on the Bible. 440 

In sanguin and in perse he clad was alle 
Lined with tafl&ta, and with sendalle. 
And yet he was but esy of dispence: 
He kepte that he wan in the pestilence. 
For gold in phisike is a cordial ; 445 

Therfore he. loved gold in special. 
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THE WIF OF BATHE. 

A good Wip was thcr of beside Bathe, 
But slie was som del defe^ and that was scathe. 
Of cloth making she hadde swiche an haunt,. 
She passed hem of Ipres, and of Gaunt. 450 

In all the parish wif ne was ther non. 
That to the offring before hire shulde gon. 
And if ther did, certain so wroth was she. 
That she was out of alle charitee 
Hire coverchiefs weren ful fine of ground ; 455 
I dorste swere, they weyeden a pound; 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede. 
Hire hosen weren of fine scarlet rede, 
Ful streite yteyed, and shoon ful moist and newe. 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and rede of hew. 
She was a worthy woman all hire live, 461 

Housbondes at the chirche dore had she had five, 
Withouten other compagnie in youthe. 
But therof nedf th not to speke as nouthe. 
And thries hadde i^he ben at Jerusaleme. 465 

She hadde passed many a strange streme. 
At Rome she hadde ben, and at Boloine, 
In Galice at Seint James, and at Coloine. 
She coude moche of wandring by the way. 
Gat-tothed was she, sothly for to say. 470 

Upon an ambler esil; she sat, 
Ywimpled wel, and on hire hede an hat. 
As brode as is a bokeler, or a targe. 
j\ fote-mantel about hire hippes large. 
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And on hire fete a p^ir of sporres sharpe. 475 
In felawship wel coude she laughe and carpe 
Of remedies of love she knew parChance, 
For of that arte she coude tiie olde datice* 



THE PERSONE. 

<; A good man ther was of religioun^ 
That was a poufe PkrsoKb of a toun : 480 

But riche he was of holy thought and werk. 
He was also a lerned man, a clerk. 
That Cristes gospel trewely woldc precbe. 
His parishens devoutly wolde he teche. 
Benigne he was, and wonder diligentj 485 

And in adversite ful patient : 
And swiche he was ypreved often sitbed. 
Ful loth were him to cursen for his tithes. 
But rather wolde he yeven out of doute. 
Unto his poure parishens aboute, 490 

Of his ofTring, and eke of his substance. 
He coude in litel thing have siiffisance. 
Wide was his parish, and houses fer asonder. 
But he ne left nought for no rain ne thonder^ 
In sikenesse and in mischief to visite 495 

The ferrest in his parish, moche and lite. 
Upon his fete, and in his hand a staf. 
This noble ensample to his shepe he yaf, 
Tbat first he wrought, and afterward he taught 
Out of the gospel he the wordes caught, 500 

And this figure he added yet therto. 
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That if gold ruste, what shuld iren dp ? 

For if a preest be foule, on whom we trust, 

No wonder is a lewed man to rust : 

And shame it is^ if that a preest take kepe, 50& 

To see a shitten shepherd^ and dene shepe : 

Wei ought a preest ensample for to yeve. 

By his clenenesse^ how his shepe shulde live. 

He sette not his benefice to hire. 
And lette his shepe acombred in the mire, 510 
And ran unto London, unto Seint Poules> 
To seken him a chanterie for soules. 
Or with a brotherhede to be withold : 
But dwelt at home, and kepte wel his fold. 
So that the wolf ne made it not miscarie. 515 
He was a shepherd, and no mercenarie. 
And though he holy were, and vertuous. 
He was to sinful men not dispitous, 
Ne of his speche dangerous ne digne. 
But in his teching discrete and benigne. 520 

To drawen folk to heven, with fairenesse^ 
By good ensample, was his besinesse : 
But it were any persone obstinate 
What so he were of highe, or low estat. 
Him wolde he snibben sharply for the nones. 525 
A better preest I trowe that nowher non is. 
He waited after no pompe ne reverence, 
Ne maked him no spiced conscience, . 
But Cristes lore, and his apostles twelve. 
He taught, but first he folwed it himselve. 530 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THB CANTEKBURY TALBS. 191 

THE PLOWMAN. 

With him ther was a Plowman, was his brother. 
That hadde ylaid of dong ful many a fother. 
A trewe swinker, and a good was he. 
Living in pees, and parfite charitee. 
God loved he beste with all his faerte 535 

At alle times, were it gain or smerte. 
And than his neighebour right as himselve. 
He wolde thresh, and therto dike, and delve. 
For Cristes sake, for every poure wight, 
Withouten hire, if it lay in his might. 540 

His tithes paied he ful fayre and wel 
Both of his propre swinke, and his catel. 
In a tabard he rode upon a mere. 

Ther was also a reve, and a millere, 
A sompnour, and a pardoner also, 545 

A manciple, and myself, ther n'ere no mo. 



THE MILLER. 

The Miller was a stout carl for the nones, 
Ful bigge he was of iMrann, and eke of bones; 
That proved well, for over all ther he came. 
At wrastling he wold bere away the ram. 550 
He was short shuldered brode, a thikke gnarre, 
Ther n'as no dore, that he n'olde heve of barre. 
Or breke it at a reniiing with his hede. 
His herd ad any sowe or fox was rede. 
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And therto brode, as though it were a spade. 555 

Upon the cop right of his nase he hade 

A wert, and theron stode a tufte of heres^ 

Rede as the bristles of a sowes eres. 

His nose-thirles blacke were and wide. 

A swerd and bokeler bare he by his side. 560 

His mouth as wide was as a fomeis. 

He was a jangler, and a goliardeis^ 

And that was most of sinne^ and harlotries. 

Wei coude he stel^n come, and tollen tbries. 

And yet he had a thomb of gold parde. 565 

A white cote and a blew hode wered he. 

A baggepipe wel coude he blowe and soune^ 

And therwithall he brought us out of toune. 



THE MANCIPLE. 

A g^itil Mancipls was ther of a temple^ 
Of which achatours mighten take ensemple 570 
For to ben wise in bying of vitaille. 
For whether that he paide, or toke by taille^ 
Algate he waited so in his achate. 
That he was ay before in good estate. 
Now is not that of God a full fayre grace, 575 
That swiche a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
The wisdom of an hepe of lered men? 

Of maisters had he mo than thries ten. 
That were of lawe expert and curious: 
Of which ther was a dosein in that hous, 580 

Worthy to ben stewardes of rent and lond 
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Of any lord that is in Englelond^ 

To maken him live by his propre good^ 

In honour detteles, but if he were wood^ 

Or live as scarsly^ as him list desire ; 585 

And able for to helpen all a shire 

In any cas that mighte fallen or happe ; 

And yet this manciple sette hir aller cappe. 

THE REVE. 

The Rbve was a slendre colerike man. 
His berd was shave as neighe as ever he can. 590 
His here was by his eres round yshorne. 
His top wds docked like a preest beforne. 
Ful longe were his legges> and ful lene^ 
Ylike a stafi^ ther was no calf ysene. 
Wei coude he kepe a garner and a binne : 595 
Ther was non auditour coude on him winne. 
Wei wiste he by the drought, and by the rain. 
The yelding of his seed, and of his grain. 
His lordes shepe> his nete, and. his deirie. 
His swine, his hors, his store, and his pultrie, 600 
Were holly in this reves governing. 
And by his covenant yave he rekening, 
Sin that his lord was twenty yere of age ; 
Ther coude no man bring him in arerage. 
Ther n'as baillif, ne herde, ne other hine, 605 
That he ne knew his sleight and his covine: 
They were adradde of him, as of the deth. 
His wonning was fill fayre upon an hetb. 
With grene trees yshadewed was his place^ 

cc 
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He coude better than his lord posrchace. 610 

Ful riche he W8» yaCored privily. 

His lord wel cwde he plescn subtilly. 

To yeve and leo£ him of hid owen good. 

And have a thanks and yet a coDe and hoo4 

In youthe he leraed hadde a good nistere. 615 

He waft- a wel good wright, a carpenttte. 

This reve sate upon a right good stot. 

That was all pomelee g^ey, and highte Scot. 

A long surcote of perse upon he hade. 

And by his side be bare a rusty blade. 620 

Of Norfolk waB tbi» veve^ of which i teU, 

Beade a toun^ men: clepe» Baldeswelh 

Tucked ha wac^ as is a fcere, aboute. 

And ever he wait the hmdcfesl of the roote. 



THE SQMFNOUM. 

A SoMtHOvm was tlMr witb ua in that place^ 695 
That hadde a fire^red cbenibinBes face^ 
For sauaefleme be was, with eycn narwe. 
As bote he was,, and Kkerous as a spaarwe, 
With scalled browes bkhe^ and pilled herd : 
Of his viii^e cfaiUren were sere aferd. 630 
Ther n'aa quiksilrver, Utaige^ ne brimston, 
Soras, ceruse^ ne oile of tartre non, 
Ne oioenent that wolde dense or bite. 
That him might belpen of bis wbetkes white, 
Ne of the knobbes sitting on his chekes. 635 
Wel loved he gaibke, omens, pnd tekes. 
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And for to drinke strong win as rede «s blood. 
Than wolde he speke, and crie as -he were wood. 
And whan that he wel dronken had the win. 
Than wold he speken no word but Latin. 640 
A fewe termes coude he, two or three. 
That he had lemed out of som decree ; 
No wonder is, he herd it all the day. 
And eke ye knowen wel, how that a jay 
Can clepen watte, as wel as can the pope. 645 
But who so wolde in other thing him grope. 
Than hadde he spent all his philosophic. 
Ay, Questio quid juris, wolde he crie. 

He was a gentil harlot and a kind; 
A better felaw shulde a man not find. 650 

He wolde suffre for a quart of wine, 
A good felaw to have his concubine 
A twelve month, and excuse him at the full. 
Ful prively a finch eke coude he pull. 
And if he found owhere a good fclawe, 655 
He wolde techen him to have non awe 
In swiche a cas of the archedekenes cttr^e ; 
But if a mannes soule were in his punie ; 
For in his purse he shulde ypunished be. 
Purse is the archedekens helle,^said he. 66P 
But wel I wote, he lied right in dede ; 
Of cursing ought eche gilty man bim drede. 
For curse wol sle right as assoiIi^g saveth. 
And also ware him of a significavit. 

In danger hadde he at his owen gise 665 
The yonge girles of. the diocise^ 
And knew hir conseil, and was of hir rede. 
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A gerlond hadde he sette upon his hede. 

As gret as it were for an alestake : 

A bokeler hadde he made him of a cake. 67Q 



THE PARDONERE. 

With him ther rode a gentil Paroonbsb 
Of RouncevalU his frend and his compere. 
That streit was qomen from the court of Rome. 
Ful loude he sang. Come hither, love, to me. 
This sompnour bare to him a stiff burdoun, 675 
Was never trompe of half so gret a soun. 
This pardoner had here as yelwe as wax. 
But smoth it heng, as doth a strike of flax : 
By unces heng his lokkes that he hadde. 
And therwith he his shuldera overspradde. 680 
Ful thinne it lay, by culpons on and on. 
But hode, for jolite, ne wered he non. 
For it was trussed up in his wallet. 
Him thought he rode al of the newe get, 
Dishevele, sauf his cappe, he rode all bare. 685 
Swiche glaring eyen hadde he, as an hare. 
A vemicle hadde he sewed upon his cappe. 
His wallet lay befome him in his lappe, 
Bret-ful'of paidon come from Rome al hote. 
A vois he hadde, as smale as hath a gote. 690 
No berd hadde he, ne never non shulde have. 
As smothe it was as it were newe shave ; 
I trowe he were a gelding or a mare. 

But of his craft, fro Berwike unto Ware^ 
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N^ was ther swidie an other pardonere. 695 

For in his male he had<|[e a pilwebere^ 

Which, as he saide, was oure ladies veil : 

He saide, he hadde a goftbet of the seyl 

Thatte seint Peter had, whan that he went 

Upon the see, till Jesu Crist him hent. 700 

He had a crois of laton ful of stones^ 

And in a glas he hadde pigges bones. 

But with these relikes, whanne that he fond 

A poure persone dwelling up on lond. 

Upon a day he gat Him more moneie 705 

Than that the persone gat in monethes tweie. 

And thus with fained flattering and japes. 

He made the persone, and the peple, his apes. 

But trewely to telleh atte last. 
He was in chirche a noble ecclesiast. 710 

Wei coude he rede a lesson or a storie. 
But alderbest he sang an oflbrtorle: 
For wel he wiste, whan that song was songe. 
He muste preche, and wel afile his tonge. 
To winne silver, as he right wel coude : 715 

Therfore he sang the merier and loude. 

' Now have I told you shortly in a clause, 
Th'estat, th'araie, the nombre, and eke the cause 
Why that assembled was this compagnie 
In Southwerk at this gentil hostelrie, 720 

That highte the Tabard, faste by the Belle. 
But now is time to you for to telle. 
How that we baren us that ilke night. 
Whan we were in that hostelrie alight. 
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And after wol I ulle of our viage^ 725 

And all the remenant of our pilgtintoge. 

But firste I prai^ you of your curtesie^ 
That ye ne arette it not Wy vilanie« 
Though that I plainly speke in this niatere. 
To tellen you hir wotd^s and hir chere; 730 

Ne though I speke hir wordes proprely. 
For this ye knowen al so wd as I, 
Who so shall telle a tale after a ttaiii^ 
He moste reheis^, asneighe asev^rbe caa^ 
Bverich word, if it be in his^haige, 735 

All speke he never so rudely and m large; 
Or elles he mdste telleti his > tale iUltrewf> 
Or feinen thinfesj or finden vioides newe. 
He may not spare, although he were hb brother,. 
H^ moste as wel aayn o Wedrd> «san« other. 740 

Crist spake. himself ful bvode inhoiy ^rit^ | 

And wel ye wote no nlante is it. 
Eke P}ato sayetb, who w can him rede> 
The wordes mos^ ben cosia (o tbe dede. 

AJso I praie you^iO'forgive it «ie^ 745 

AH have I not sette folk in hir-diegree». 

Here in this tale^ as that they shulden stonde. i 

My wit i^ short, y^ nuiy wel uaderstonde, | 



THE HOSTE, &c. 

I 

! 

Gret chere made oure koste us everich on^ \ 

And to the souper setle he us anon : 750 

And served us with vilaiUe ofthe be6<e« 
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Strong was the win, and wcl to drinke hs leste. 

A semely man our hoste was with alle 

Pot to han ben a marshal in an halle. 

A large man he was with eyen stepe, 755 

A fairer burgeis h ther non in Ghepe: 

Bold of his speche, and wise and weJ y taught. 

And of manhood him kicked righte naught. 

Eke therto was he right a merry man. 

And after souper plaien he began, 760 

And spake of mirthe amonges other thinges. 

Whan that we hadden made our relkeninges; 

And saide thus ; Now, lordinges, Irewely 

Ye ben to roe welcome right lierrfly : 

For by my trouthe, K that I shal not Me, T65 

I saw nat this yere swiche a compagnie 

At ones in this heri^rwe, as is now. 

Fayn woMe I do you mirthe, and I wiste how. 

And of a mirthe I am right now bethought. 

To don you ese, and it shall costc you nought. 

Ye gon to Canteriiray ; God you spede, 771 

The blisful martyr quite you your mede ; 

And wel 1 wot, as ye gon by the way. 

Ye shapen you to talken itnd to play: 

For trewely comfort ne mirthe is non, 175 

To riden by the way dombe as the ston : 

And therfore woM I maken you disport. 

As I said erst, and don you some coArjfbrt. 

And if you likrth aHe by on assent 

Now for to stonden at my jugement : 790 

And for to werchen as I shaJ you say 

To-morwe, whan ye riden on the way. 
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Now by my faders soule that is ded. 

But ye be mery, smiteth of my hed. 

Hold up your hondes withouten more«pcche, 785 

Our conseil was not longe for to seche : 
Us thought it was not worth to make it wise> 
And granted him withouten more avise^ 
And bad him say his verdit, as him leste. 

J^ordinges, (quod he) now herkeneth for the 
beste; 790 

But take it nat, I pray you, in disdain ; 
This is the point, to speke it plat and plain. 
That echc of you to shorten with youre way. 
In this viage, shal tellen tales tway. 
To Canterbury ward, I mene it so, 795 

And homeward he shall tellen other two. 
Of aventures that whilom han befalle. 
And which of you that bereth him best of alle. 
That is to sayn, that telleth in this cas 
Tales of best sentence and most solas, 800 

Shal have a souper at youre aller cost 
Here in this place sitting by this post. 
Whan that ye comen agen from Canterbury. 
And for to maken you the more mery, 
I wol myselven gladly with you ride, 805 

Right at min owefi cost, and be your gide. 
And who that wol my jugement withsay, 
Shal pay for alle we spenden by the way. 
And if ye vouchesauf that it be so. 
Telle me anon withouten wordes mo, 810 

And I wol erly shapen me therfore. 

This thing was granted/ and our othes swore 
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With ful glad herte^ and praiden him alsp^ 

That he wold vouchesauf for to don so. 

And that he wolde ben our governour, 815 

And of our tales juge and reportour. 

And sette a souper at a certain pris ; 

And we wol reuled ben at his devise. 

In highe and lowe : and thus by on assent. 

We ben accorded to his jugemeut. 820 

And therupon the win was fette anon. 

We dronken, and to reste wenten eche on. 

Without any lenger tarying. 

A-morwe whan the day began to springs 
Up rose our hoste, and was our aller Cok. iS25 
And gaderd us togeder in a flok. 
And forth we rideri a litel more than pas. 
Unto the watering of Seint Thomas : 
And ther our hoste began his hors arest. 
And saide : lordes> herkeneth if you lest. 830 
Ye wete your forword, and I it record. 
If even-song and morwe-song accord. 
Let se now who shal telle the. first tale. 
As ever mote I drinken win or ale. 
Who so is rebel to my jugement, 835 

Shal pay for alle that by the way is spent. 
Now draweth cutte, or that ye forther twinne. 
He which that hath the shortest shal beginne. 

Sire knight, (quod he) my maister and my lord. 
Now draweth cutte, for that is min accord. 840 
Cometh nere, (quod he) my lady prioresse. 
And ye, sire clerk, let be your shamefastnesaej 
Ne studieth nought, lay hand to, every man. 
nd 
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Anon to drawen every wight began^ 
And shortly for to tellen as it was, 845 

Were it by aventure, or sort, or cas. 
The sothe is this, the cutte felie on the knight. 
Of which ful With and glad was every wight ; 
And tell he must his tale as was reson. 
By forword, and by composition, 850 

As ye han herd ; what nedeth wordes mo P 
And whan this good man saw that it was so. 
As he that wise was and obedient 
To kepe his forword by his free assent. 
He saide ; sithen I shal begin this game, 8,55 
What f welcome be the cutte a goddes name. 
Now let us ride# and herkeneth what I say. 

And with that word we riden forth our way; 
And he began with right a mery chere 
His tale anon, &c. 860 
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THE FLOURE AND THE LEAFE, 

By CHAUCER. 

From the edition of Chaucer*s Works in 1598, 
by Speght, in which the poem was first printed; 
compared with Speght* s second edition in 1603, 
and with that of Urry. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

A Gentlewomaiv out of an arbour, in a groTe, seeth a great 
company of Knights and Ladie» in a dance upon die 
green graw. The which being ended, they aU kaed 
down, and do honour to the Daiaie, some to the Flower^ 
and some to the Leaf. Afterward this Gentlewoman 
leameth by one of these Ladies the meaning hereof, which 
is this : They which honour tfte Flovoer, a thing fading with 
every blast, are such as look qfter beauty and worldfy plea- 
sure ; but they that honour the Leqf, which abideth with the 
root notwithstanding the frosts and winter storms, aire they 
which follow virtue and during qualities without regard qf 
worldly respects. 

When that Phebus his chair of gold so hie 
Had whirled up the sterry sky alofti 
And in the Boole was entred certainly; 
When shoures sWeet of rain descended *8oft. 
Causing the ground fele times and oft 5 

• * Qft» by an apparent errottr of the press, in the old edi^ 
tion«, Urry, s(^t. 
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Up for to give many an wholsome aire: 
And every plaine was clothed faire 

With new greene, and maketh small floures 
To springen here and there in field and in mede; 
So very good and wholsome be the shoures^ 10 
That it renueth that was old and deede^ 
In winter time ; and out of every seede 
Springeth the hearbe^ so that every wight 
Of this season wexeth glad and light. 

And I, so glad of the season swete^ 15 

Was happed thus upon a certaine nighty 
As I lay in my bedj sleepe ful unmete 
Was unto me; but why that I ne might 
Rest, I ne wist: for there n'as earthly wight. 
As I suppose, had more heartsjease 20 

Then I; for I n'ad sicknesse nor disease. 

Wherefore I mervaile greatly of myselfe. 
That I so long withouten sleepe lay; 
And up I rose three houres after twelfe. 
About the springing of the day; g5 

And on I put my geare and mine array. 
And to a pleasaunt grove I gan passe. 
Long er the bright sunne up risen was: 

In which were okes great,, streight as a line. 
Under the which the grasse so fresh of hew 30 
Was newly sprong, and an eight foot or nine 
Every tree well fro his fellow grew. 
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With brauncbes brode, laden with leves new. 

That sprongen out ayen the sunne-shene. 

Some very red, and some a glad light grene. 35 

Which^ as me thought, was right a plesaunt 
sight; 
And eke the briddes songe for to here. 
Would have rejoiced any earthly wight; 
And I, that couth not yet in no manere 
Heare the Nightingale of all the yere, 40 

Full busily herkened, with hart and with eare. 
If I her voice perceive coud any where. 

And at the last a path of litei breade 
I found, that greatly had not used be; 
For it forgroweh was with grasse and weede, 45 
That well unneth a wighte might it se; 
Thought I, this path some whider goth, parde; 
And so I followed, till it me brought 
To right a plesaunt herber well ywrought. 

That benched was, and with turfes new 50 
Freshly turned ; whereof the greene gras 
So small, so thick, so short, so fresh of hew. 
That most like unto green wool, wot I it was : 
The hegge also that yede in compas. 
And closed in all the green herbere, 55 

With sicamour was set and eglatere ; 
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*Wrethen in fere so wel and cunningly. 
That every branch and leafe grew by mesure, 
Plain as a bord, of an height by and by, 
I sie never thing, I you ensure, 60 

So wel done; for he that tooke the cure 
It to make, I trow, did all his peine 
To make it passe all tho that men have seyne. 

And shapen was this herber, roofe and all. 
As a prety parlour; and also 65 

The hegge as thick as a castle wall. 
That who ths^t list without to stond or go. 
Though he would all day prien to and fro. 
He should not see if there were any wight 
Within or no; but one within wel] might 70 

Perceive all tho, that yeden there without 
In the field, that was on every side 
Covered with corne and grasse, that out of doubt. 
Though one would seeke all the worlde wide. 
So rich a fielde coud not be espide 75 

On no coast, ag of the quantity ; 
For of all good thing there was plenty. 

And I, that all this ples^unt sighte sie. 
Thought sodainly I felt so sw^t an aire 
Of the eglentere, that certainly 80 

There is no heart, I deme, in such dispaire. 



* This U the old and genuine reading. Urry reads. 
Within. 
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Ne with thoughts froward and contraire 
So overlaid^ but it should soone have bote. 
If it had ones felt this savour sote. 

And as I stood, and cast aside mine eie, 85 
I was ware of the fairest medler tre. 
That ever yet in all my life I sie. 
As full of blosomes as it might be: 
Therein a Goldfinch leaping pretile 
Fro bough to bough; and, as him list, he eet 90 
Here and there of buds and floures sweet. 

And to the herber side was joyning 
This faire tree, of which I have you told; 
And at the last the bird began to sing. 
Whan he had eaten what he eat wold ; 95 

So passing sweetly, that by many fold 
It was more plesaunt then I coud devise ; 
And when his song was ended in this wise. 

The Nightingale with so mery a note 
Answered him, that all the wood rong 100 

So sodainly, that as it were a sote 
I stood astonied; *so was I with the song 
Thorow ravished^ that till late and long 
I ne wist in what place I was, ne where ; 
And ayen, me thought^ she song ever by mine 
ere. 105 

^ The old and true reading. Urry reads, and. 
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Wherefore I waited about busily 
On every side if I her might see; 
And at the last I gan full well aspy 
Where she sat in a fresh greene laury tree. 
On the further side even right by me, 1 10 

That gave so passing a delicious smell. 
According to the eglentere full well. 

Whereof I had so inly great pleasure. 
That, as me thought, I surely ravished was 
Into Paradise^ where my desire 115 

Was for to be, and no ferther passe 
As for that day; and on the eote grasse 
I sat me down; for as for mine entent. 
The birdes song was more convenient. 

And more plesaunt to me, by many fold, 120 
Than meat, or drink, or any other thing: 
Thereto the herber was so fresh and cold. 
The wholsome savours eke so comforting. 
That, as I demed, sith the beginning 
Of the world was never seen er than 125 

So plesaunt a ground of none eartfily man. 

And as I sat the birds barkening thus. 
Me thought that I heard voices sodainly 
The most sweetest, and njost delicious. 
That ever any wight, I trow trewly, 130 

Heard in their life; for the armony 
And sweet accord was in so good musike, 
That the voice to Angels most was like. 
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At the last out of <a grm» eveti4fyj 
That was right goodly and plesannt to lingbt^ 4 35 
I * sie where there came singiiig lustily 
A fworld of Ladiqs; bat, to leH aright 
Their great iiemtf, k lietli not in ny might, 
Ne their array; neverthelesse I shall 
Tell yon a part, Aoogh 1 lipeake fiot of all. 140 

The surootce inUte of Dxrfvet wele ^ ^tting. 
They were isudadde ; -and <he fiemes ec^e one. 
As it nmre im a imanere gamishfAg, 
Was, set •wtth'^nionMnles one and one 
By and by ; initvBiany a riehe stone i45 

Was set on the purfiles, out of dout. 
Of coIqm, ^l^s^^es, imd tmines round about ; 

As of great ipeaHes iround anH ^ent. 
Diamonds fine, jmd rabies red. 
And many jnoitber 4rtone ^rf'vrtiiiShi I went A 50 
The names nofr; jond.eweridi on4ier head 
A rich fret of gold, .wUgh^tliout^refld 
Was full of stately riche stones set ; 
And every Ladyiiail a ehop^kt 

On her he^«f 1^ [braocho^] 4iifiSh^.and grene. 
So wele wrought, and.804norr<loufllly, 166 

* Sie, L e. ^Kitt^ .^i^h t^ftoB /«CQ|s; Jwit tUity < in ^8 
poem ai often re^dMK. .SpB^fbi^Q^nn* 

t The trae reading, aa in the old ediUoni. Urry read^ 
fitkig. See th^ Qoaniy. 

X Wanting in the old editions, 
BO 
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That it was a noble sight to sene; 

Some of laurer^ and some ful plesauntly 

Had chapelets of woodbind^ and sadly 

Some of Agnus castus were aI$o> 160 

Chapelets fresh; but there were many of tho. 

That daunced> and eke song ful soberly; 
But all they yede in maner of compace. 
But one there yede in niid the company 
Sole by herself; but all followed the pace 165 
That she kepte, whose heavenly figured face 
So plesaunt vras, and her wele shape person^ 
That of beauty she past hem everichon. 

And more richly beseene^ by many fold» 
She was also in every maner thing : 170 

On her head> ftd plesaunt to behold, 
A crown of golde rich for any kii^; 
A braunch of Agnus castus eke bearing 
In her hand; and to my sight trewly 
She Lady was of the company. 17& 

And she began a roundell lustely 
That Sus lefoyle de vert may men call> 
Sine et manjoly coeur est endormg/; 
And than the company answered all 
With voices sweet entuned, and so small, 180 
That me thought it the sweetest melody^ 
That ever I heard in my life soothly. 

And thus they came, dauncing and singings 
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Into the middes of the mede ech one. 

Before the herber where I was sitting, 18& 

And God wot me thought I was well bigone ; 

For than I might avise hem, one by one. 

Who fairest was, who coud best dance or sing. 

Or who most womanly was in all thing. 

They had not danced but a little throw, 190 
When that I hearde fer of sodainly 
So great a noise of thundering trumpes blow. 
As though it should have departed the skie; 
And after that within a while I sie. 
From the same grove where the Ladies come out. 
Of Men of armes comming such a rout, 196 

As all the men on earth had been assembled 
In that place wele horsed for the nones, 
Stereing so fast that all the earth trembled ; 
But for to speake of riches and [of] stones, 200 
And men and horse, I trow the large wones 
Of Prctcr John, ne all his tresory. 
Might not unneth have bought the tenth party 

Of their array: Who so list heare more, 
I shal rehearse, so as I can, a lite. 205 

Out of the grove, that I spake of before, ^' 

I sie come first all in their clokes white .*' 
A company, that ware for their delite 
Chapelets fresh of okes serial! t • • • 

Newely sprong; and Trumpets they were all, 210 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 THE FLOUItS 

On every trump hanging a broad banere 
Of fine Tartarium ful richely bete. 
Every Trumpet hid lords armes b^e. 
About their neckes with great pearles set 
CoUares brode> for coat they would not letej 215 
As it would seeme, for their soochones ech one 
Were set about with many a precious stone. 

Their horse hamies was all white also; 
And after them next, in one company 
Came Kings of amies, and no mo> 2S0 

In clokes of white doth of gold richly j 
Chapelets of green on their heads on hye; 
The crowns that thej on their scochones bere^ 
Were set with pearle, ruby, and saphere. 

And eke great dianondes many one; 28& 

But all their horse hameis^ and other geare^ 
Was in a sute accoiding everichon^ 
As ye have heard the foresaid Trumpets were; 
And by seeming they were notlung to Icr^ 
And their guiding they did so man^ly : 290 

And after hem came a great company 

Of heraudes and pursevauntes eke, 
Arraied in clothes of wUte velvet; 
And hardily they were no thing to 9eke» 
How they on thran sboulden the harMis set; SSb 
And every man had on a chapelet ; 
SeoiAoBes and eke hone 4»nieis in dede 
They had in sute of hem that 'fore hem yede. 
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Next after hem came in armour bright^ 
All save their heades^ seemely Knightes nine; 9t0 
And every claspe and naikj as to my sight. 
Of their hameis were of red golde fine; 
With cloth of gold, and furred with ermipe. 
Were the ^trappoures of their stedes strong. 
Wide and large, that to the ground did hong* ^5 

And every boss of bridle and paitrell 
That they had, was worth, as I would wene^ 
A thousand pound; and on their headies well 
Dressed were crownes of [the] laurer grene. 
The beste made that ever I had sene ; 8&0 

And every Knight had after him riding 
Three henchmen [each]] on him awaiting ; 

Of which every f first, on a short tronchoun. 
His lordes helme bare so richly dight. 
That the worst was worthe the ransoun d55 

Of {[any] king ; the second a shield bright 
Bare at his back ; the thirde bare upright 
A mighty spear, ful sharpe ground and kene; 
And every Childe ware of leaves grene 

A fresh chapelet upon his hah-es bright ; 360 
And clokes white of fine velvet they ware ; 
Tb^r steeds trapped and raied right 

* Unry, tappomis. 

t Fini, interted by Unry, to complete the fente; i. «. 
the first qftach KiUghfs three henchmen. 
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Without difference as their lordes were ; 
And after hem^ on many a fresh corsere^ 
There came of armed Knightes such a rout« 265 
That they bespread the large field about. 

And all they ware^ after their degrees^ 
Chapelets newe, made of laurer grene. 
Some of [the] oke, and some of other trees ; 
Some in their bonds bare boughes shene> 370 
Some of laurer^ and some of okes kene. 
Some of hauthorne, and some of [the^ woodbind. 
And many mo which I had not in mind. 

And so they came, their horses freshly stering 
With bloody sownes of her trompes loud ; 275 
There sie I many an uncouth disguising 
In the array of these Knightes proud ; 
And at the last, as evenly as they coud> 
They took their place in middes of the mede; 
And every Knight turned his horses hede 280 

To his fellow^ and lightly laid a spere 
Into the rest; and so justes began 
On every part abouten here and there ; 
Some brake his spere^ some drew down hors and 

man ; 
About the field astray the steedes ran. 285 

And to behold their rule and governaunce^ 
I you ensure, it was a great plesaunce. 

And so the justes last an houre and more; 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND THB LSAFE. 215 

But they, that crowned were in laurer grene, 
Wanne the prise ; their dintes were so sore, 290 
That there was none ayenst hem might susteine ; 
And the justing alle was left ofclene : 
And fro their horse the nine alight anon. 
And so did all the remnant everichon. 

And forth they yede togider, twain and twain. 
That to behold it was a worthy sight, 296 

Toward the Ladies on the greene plain. 
That song and dauiiced, as I said now right : 
The Ladies as soone as they goodly might. 
They brake of both the song and daunce, 300 
And yede to meet hem with full glad semblaunce. 

And every Lady took ful womanly 
By the hond a Knight; and forth they yede 
Unto a faire laurer that stood ftst by. 
With leaves lade the boughes of great brede ; 305 
And to my dome there never was indede 
Man that had seene half so faire a tre ; 
For underneath it there might wel have be 

An hundred persons, at their own plesaunce. 
Shadowed fro the heat of Phebus bright, 310 

So that they should have felte no grevaunce 
Of raine, ne haile, that hem hurte might; 
The savour eke rejoice would any wight 
That had be sicke, or melancolious; 
It was so very good and vertuous« 315 
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And with ^eat .reverence ihcy ^endined kw 
T# the tre so mot, and £ure ^ Jiewj 
And after that, within a little ifarow; 
They began to sing and ^daunce of new : 
Some song of love; some plaining of oolrfMf ; 3SI0 
Environing the tre that stood upcighl:^ 
And ever yede a Lady and a Knight. 

And at the laatl caat mine eie asUc, 
And was ware of a histy compauy^ 
That came roming out of the iield wide, 3SB 

Hond in hond* a fKnjght and a Ladjr; 
The Ladies all in surcotes, tbat^iBfaly 
Purfiled were with mai^y a xich stone; 
And every Knight of greene ware mantels on^ 

. Embrouded weU» aoas themirsMtes wevej 390 

And everich had a cli^pelet on Jier bed, 

Which did right well upon the^hiniiigiiei^ 

Made of goodlyfloures white and red j 

The Knightes eke, that they jn hondeJedp 

In sute of hem ware chapelets everkhone;, 33i 

And before hem went Minstrels many one: 

As Harpes, Pipes, Lutes, and Sauti^, 
Alle in^^grene^; and on ttbeir heades.base 
Ofdivenfloure^ made.&ill xua£bely 
All in a sutc^ goodly diapelets they ware; 3fl€ 
And so daunciqg unto the^nede^hey £u*e. 
In mid the which they ibunda tufit that was 
All oversprad with floures in compas. 
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Whereto they encljned everichon 
With great rcTerence; and tfcac foil btwAWy ; 34& 
And at the last there begattanon 
A Lady for to sing right womanly 
A bargaret in praising the d^me : 
For, as me thought, afntnig her tuyte» Hmete, 
She saide> Si douce e<t in margatefe. Slb& 

Then they aUe ahsvrered her in'fere> 
So passingly welly and so plesaifintly. 
That it was a bKiful noise to here ; 
fiut I n'ot how it hafpped sodaiiily> 
As about noone die sutine so fervently 35& 

Waxe whote, that the prety tender floures 
Had lost the bea»ty of her fresh cdloiired. 

For ^cmke with heat the Ladied eke t6»brerit. 
That they ne wist where they herit mighi bestow ; 
The Knightes swelt for lack of shade nie shbtit; 
And after that, within a little dirow, 361 

The wind began so sturdily to blow. 
That down goeth all the floureif everichone> 
So that in all the niede there left hot otie; 

Save such a9 mccoured Wens am5n^ the leves 
Fro every sforme that might hem asiiBile, 36ft' 

Growing under [the] hegges and thicke giweir; 
And after fhat there came a storme of haile 
And raine in fere. So that withouien faile 
The Ladies ne the Knightes n'ade o threed 370 
Dry on them, so dropping [wet] was hrtr weed. 

pf 
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And when the storm was clcane passed away, 
Tho in white that stood under the tre. 
They felt npthing of the great affray. 
That they in grene without had in yb^: 375 

To them they yede, for routhe and pith. 
Them to comfort after their great disease; 
So feine they were the helplesse for to ease. 

When I was ware how one of hem in grene 
Had on a crowjie rich and well * sitting; 380 

Wherefore I demed wel she was a Quene, 
And tho in grene on her were awaiting: 
The Ladies then in white that were coming 
Toward them, and the Knights in fere. 
Began to comfort hem and make hem chere. 385 

The Queen in white, that was of great beauty. 
Took by the hond the Queen that was in grene> 
And said, Suster, I have right great pity 
Of your annoy, and of the troublous tene. 
Wherein ye and your company have bene 390 
So long, alas ! and if that it you please 
To go with me, I shall do you the ease 

In all the plesure that I can or may: 
Whereof the other, humbly as she might,, 
Thanked her ; for in right ill array 395 

She was, with storm and heat, I you behight : 
And every: Lady then anon right. 
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That were in wbite^ one of them took in grene 
By the hond; which when the Knights hadsene^ 

In like wise ech of them {[then] took a Knight 
Cladde in grene, and forth with hem they fare 401 
To an hegge, where they anon right. 
To make their justs they would not spare 
Boughes to hew down, . and eke trees square. 
Wherewith they made hem stately fires great, 405 
To dry their clothes ihzt were wringing weat. 

And after that of hearbes that there grew 
They made for blisters of the sunne brenning, 
* Very good and wholsome ointmentes new. 
Where that they yede the sick fast anointing; 
And after that they yede about gadering 41 1 

Plesaunt sabdes which they made hem eat. 
For to refresh their great unkindly heat. 

The Lady of the Leafe then gan to pray 
Her of theFloure, (for so to my seeming 415 
They should be called as by their array,) 
To soupe with her, and eke for any thing 
That she should with her all her people bring ; 
And she ayen in right goodly manere 
Thanketh her [then] of her most friendly cheare ; 

Saying plainely, that she would obay 421 

* The old reading. Urry thus transposes the hne, 
Ointmentes very gode^ ivholsome, and new. 
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With all her heart all lier oommaimdement. 

And then anon without lender delary 

The Lady of the Leafe hath one ysent 

For a palfcaye afto* her intent 4@3 

Araied >wdl and faire in harneis of goM; 

For nothing.laGitedthat to him long should. 

Andiaftcr. that to all her company 
Ske jttade to purvey iiaree and every thing 
That tbey needed, and then full '^'lustily 4S0 

Even by the herber where I was sittings 
They passed all, so pksauntly singing. 
That it would have comfinrted any wight : 
But then I 'sie a passing wonder sight; 

For then the Nightiagale, diat ail the day 4A& 
Had in the laurer sate, and didder might 
The whole service to sing longing 'to May, 
All sodainly began to take her flight; 
And to the, Lady of die Leafe fiNthright 
She flew, and aet her on her bond 8oflly> 44Q 
Which was a thing I marveled of greatly. 

The Goldfinch eke, that fro the^nedler tre 
Was fled for heat into the bushes cold, 
Unto the , I^y of the Floure gan^fle. 
And on her bond he set him, as he wold, 44.% 
And plesauntly his winges gan to fold; 
And for to sing they pained hem both as sore» 
As tbey bad do of all the day before* 
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And 60 these Ladies rode forth a great pace> 
And all the rout of Kni^tes eke in fere; 460 
And I^ that had sene all this wonder case. 
Thought that I would assay in some manem 
To know fully the truth of this^mattere; 
And what they were tfiat rode so plteseuntly: 
And, when they were tbeherber passed by, 455 

I drest me forth, and happed' to mete anon 
Right a fidre Lady, I do you ensure; 
And she came riding by herseife alone, 
Alle in white, with semblance ful demure ; 
I saluted her, and bod good aventure 460 

Mote her belall, as I coud most humbly-; 
And she answered, Mydoughter> Gnmiercy! 

Madame, quoth I, if diat I dumi enquem 
Of you, I would &ine of that company 
Wit what Ihey be that past by this arbere f 465 
And she ayen an sw er ed right friendly; ' 
My faire doughter, all tho thai passed heve by 
In white clothing, be serrauots everickone- 
Unto the Leafe, and I myselfe am one. 

Se ye not her diat crowned is, quoth she, • 470 
Alle in white ? Madame, quoth I, yes. 
That is ]>iane> goddess of Chastity ; 
And for because that she a maiden is. 
In her bond the braunch she bereth [is] this. 
That Agfius castus men call properly; 475 

And all the Ladies in her company. 
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Which ye se of that herbe chapelets weare. 
Be such as han kepte alway maidenhede : 
And all they that of laurer chapelets beare^ 
* Be such as hardy were, and manly indeede; 480 
Victorious name, which never may be dede ! 
And all they were so worthy of her hond. 
In her time that none mighten hem withstond* 

And tho that weare chapelets on her hede 
Of fresh woodbind^ be such as never were 485 
To love untrue in word, ne thought, ne dede. 
But aye stedfast ; ne for plesaunce, ne fere. 
Though that they should their hartes all to*tere. 
Would never flit; but ever were stedfast. 
Till that their lives there asunder brast. 490 

Now faire Madame, quoth I, yet I would pray 
Your Ladiship, if that it mighten be. 
That I might knowe by some maner way, 
Sithen that it hath liked your beauti 
The trouth of these Ladies for to tell me, 495 
What that these Knightes be in rich armour, 
And what tho be in grene and weare the flour? 

And why that some did reverence to the tre. 
And some unto the plot of floures faire? 
With right good will, my fair doughter, quoth 
she, 500 

* This is the old reading; Urry reada^ 

Be such as hardy were in manly deed 
Victorious, name which &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



AND THB LBAF8. 

Sith your desire b good and debonaire : 

Tho nine crowned be very exemplaire 

Of all honour longing to chivalry^ 

And those certaine be called the Nine Worthy, 

Which ye may se [now] riding all before, 505 
That in her time did many a noble dede. 
And for their worthines ful oft have bore 
The crowne of Laurer-leaves on their bede. 
As ye may in your olde bookes rede ; 
And how that he, that was a conquerour, 510 

Had by laurer alway his most honour. 

And tho that beare bowes in their bond 
Of the precious laurer so notable. 
Be such as were (I woU ye understond) 
Noble Knights of the Round Table, 515 

And eke the Douseperis honourable. 
Which they beare in signe of victory ; 
It is witnes of their dedes mightily. 

Eke there be Knightes old of the Garter^ 
That in her time did righte worthily; 520 

And the honour they did to the laurer. 
Is for by it they have their laud wholly. 
Their triumph eke, and martial glory ; 
Which unto them is more parfit richesse 
Then any wight imagine can or gesse. 52$ 

For one leafe given of that noble tre 
To any wight that hath done worthily^ 
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And it be done so as it ought to be. 
Is more honour than any thing earthly ; 
Witnes of Rome that founder was truly S90 

Of all Knighthood^ and deedes maorvelons. 
Record I take of Titus Livius. 

And as for her diat crowned is in grene> 
It is Flora of these fioures goddcsse; 
And all that here on her awaiting bene, 53& 

It are such folk that loTed idleiieas> 
And not deUte in no business. 
But for to hunt, and bauke, and pley in nedei^ 
And many other such like idle dedes. 

And for the greaf deUte and plesaunce 540 
Thejr have to the floure, and so reverently 
They unto it do such obeisaunce. 
As ye may se ; now faire Madame, quoth I, 
If I durst aske, what is the cause, and why. 
That Knightes have the * ensign of honour 545 
Rather by the Leafe than by the Flour? 

Sothly, doughter, qnotbsbe, this is the troutiv : 
For Knightes ever should be pe«severifig 
To seeke honour, whhout feintise or slouth; 
Fro well to better in^ all maner tbkig ; 550 

In signe of which; with leaves aye lasting. 
They be rewarded afiter their degre, 
Whose lusty green may not appaired be; 

♦ So Urry veads. The old edilieos, sign. 
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But aye keping their beauty fresh and grene; 
For there n*i8 no storme that may hem deface^ 555 
Haile nor snow^ winde nor frostes kene ; 
Wherfore they have this propertie and grace. 
And for the floure, within a little space^ 
Will be [all] lost ; so simple of nature 
They be, that they no grevaunce may endure. 560 

And every storme will blow them sone away, 
Ne they laste not but for a season; 
That is the cause, the very trouth to say. 
That they may not, by no way of reason. 
Be put to no such occupacion. 565 

Madame^ quoth I, with all mine whole servise 
I thanke you now, in my most humble wise. 

For now I am acertained thnJughly 
Of every thing [that] 1 desired to know. 
I am right glad that I have said, sothly, 570 

Ought to your pleasure, if ye will me trow, 
Quoth she ayen ; but to whom doe ye owe ' 
Your service P and which will ye honour. 
Tell me I pray, this ye.ere? The Leafe, or the 
Flour? 

Madame, quoth I, although I least worthy, 575 
Unto theLeafe I owe mine observaunce; 
That is, quoth she, right well done certainly; 
And I pray God to honour you avaunce. 
And keep you fro the wicked remembraunce 
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Of Malebouch and all hb crudtie, 580 

And all that gocd and wdU conditioned be. 

For here may I no lenger now abide^ 
But I must follow the great company^ 
That ye may see yonder before you ride. 
And forthe as I couthe, most humbly 585 

I tooke my leve of her ; and she gan hie 
After them as fast as ever she mig^t : 
And I drow homeward, for it was nigh night. 

And put all that I had seen in writing 
Under support of them that *lust to rede. 590 
O litde booke ! thou art so unconning. 
How darot thou put thyself in prees for ^ede ? 
It is wonder tliat thou wexest not rede ! 
Sith that thou west ful Ht^ who shall behold 
Thy rude bmgage fbU beistously unfold. 595 
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NOTES 

0N THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS FROM THE 
POETRY OF CHAUCER. 



On the Pilgrims to Canterburi/. 



** The very age and body of tlie time, hit form and preaare.*' 

SflAKtnMM, Hamlety A. JL 8. 1^ 



TBB KNIGHT. 



The eouMe ^ aduenium of our Kwgbt, Mr. Tyrwhitt has 
<)bNQrve4 mvj be iUoslnaed by tbose of a real Knight of 
Cbaocfvffl time; Tbe criUdL has accordingly cited, jBrom 
JLdaaA'a ItiMtavy, tbo ^itapb of *' fc noble et vaillant Chi- 
Takf« Matbcu de Gowmey/' who died in 1406, A the age 
#f96i ''qaicnpamfuala hataiUe de JBcuoiaaiyn^ ct ala 
apres a la tiege d^Algniu mr k« Saragwij et auiai a kt 
bataillea de VEkhm^ de CMiap. de i%H|;iciKMr^p de Pi^ens, 
dc JSaswrc^ ^ Osngt* et a pluaoura autiea bataiUes ct awirgfi 
en les quex il gaigoa noblement gcaot loa et honour/' To 
this chamcteiistiGk descriptioQ I nay add» fima *" Ln Tow- 
beau^ des Cbe^ralien du noble Oidrede laToiion d* Or/' tfie 
ciploil» recorded on the monnment abo of a French Knight^ 
ipho lived in Chaucer's age, and died in 1449, Jean. Seig- 
neur de fiottbaisy l(c. ''qui en.aoii temps visita les Saint» 
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lieux de leruaalem, S. Catharine du mont Sinai, S. Pietre 
ci S. Paul d Rome, et S. lacques en Galice, et plusieun 
longiains voyages et nobles ambassades, &c. et passa les 
perils mortcls de plusieurs bataiiles arrestees contre les Infidels, 
c'est a s^avoir en Hongrie et Barbaric, lors qe le siege fiit 
devant la cite d'Airique, en Prtuse contre les Letaux, par 
deux voyages qu'on dit Rezes et en Cypre> &c. avec plu- 
sieurs autres faicts et exercice d'armes tant par mer que par 
terre, &c." 

Mr. Tyrwhitt conjectures that the choice of the poet in 
bringing his Knight from Alexandria and Lettawe rather than 
from Cressjf and Poitiers, is to be accounted for only by sup- 
posing, that the slightest services against Infideb were in 
those days more honourable than the most splendid victories 
over Christians. It appears, from the preceding inscriptions, 
to have been usual for military men of other countries to go 
and serve in Pruse, or Prussia, with the Knights of the Teu- 
tonic Order, who were in a state of constant warftre with 
their ' tlten heathen neighbours in Lettaw, that is, Lithuania, 
&c. Mr. Warton, in his History of English Poetry has 
noticed the travels of Thomas duke of Gloucester, youngest 
son of king Edward the third, and Heniy earl of Derby, 
afterwards king Heniy tbe fourth, into Pruuia, .and their 
services against the infidels qf Uihuama. Many Englishmen, 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has shewn, were at the' taking of Alexandria in 
13€5; and tbe earls of Salisbury and Derby assisted at the 
siege of the city of Algttir in 1 344. 

Mr. Struct, in his View of die Dresses aod Habiti of the 
People of England, wishes that Chancer had been more par- 
ticular in describing the dresses of the several personages, 
whom he has introduced in his Ph>logue to the Canteibury 
Tales. To the little which he has don^ some interesting ad- 
ditions may be made fixxn a fiirther description of the paint- 
ings in the margins of the very curious Manuscript, No. 
XXXI. pp. 12$, 129, Ice. 
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The countenance of our Knigfat ezfiretses. great sedateneai 
V)d dignity. His folded head-covering is of . a dack colour. 
His gipon is also dark, but his under-coat red> which is di»* 
cemible through the aleeves at his wrists ; his legs in ar- 
mour> with gilt spars ; his dagger^ in a red sheath, bj his side; 
and little points or aiglets of red tipp^ with gold near his 
neck and shoulder. 



THE SQUIER. 

The character of this pi^m shews -us, as Mbr. - Warton 
has observed, the education and requisite accomphshmenti of 
young gentlemen in the gallant reign of Edward tha third. 
In the penonal description of the youth, Chaucer, has em- 
ployed great spirit The miniature painting in 4he Manu- 
script is a happy imitation of the poetry. His iocks are cu- 

. riously curled, and give the idea of their being "iaid in 
preste" His short vest, with his cloak fluttering in the wind^ 
is emixoidered so as to represent, in some degree, " « mede 
aUe fiiU qfJrtM JUmrt9 wkiie mid rede/* being df a green co- 
lour, lined with red, on which are small white spots and or^ 

. namentSb His pantaloons are white, the upper part adorned 
with ermine. He wears a high light-blue cap, emfamdered 
in the femt His horse is on the gallop, and he manages 
him gracefully. ^' Wei oemde heeii on han, andfajfrt rideJ* 

The custom of Squiers carving at their &tbers tables is 
abundantly illustrated by M. de St Palayc^ in his Meomn 
^f Ancient Chivalij. 



THE SQUIERSS YEMAN. 
Mt. Tyrwhitt say^ that the hte Editions.call this <kmmi^ 
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t«r the Squier^s Yeman, but improperly; that the pronoun 
he, in the fifrt line;, tIz. 

^* A Yeman hadde he, and aenrantes no mo/' 

relates to the Knighi; and that Chaucer would never have 
given the Son an attendant, when the Father had none. I 
differ fix>m Mr. Tyrwhitt; and must first observe, that the old 
editions of 1542, 156 1, 1 598 and 1 602 prefix^ to the character 
before us, the Squier^sYemtin; and with propriety. For, by what 
law of construction, may a pronoun so remote from its pretended 
Bclative, ''the parfit genUe Kni^/' (near thirty lincsj be 
defended f Chaucer intended no anch thing. The Sqmer 
h attended, m Mr. Warton obaerves^ by a Yeonuw, whose 
figure revives the ideas of the forest lawa The Squire'e 
Yeoman, and the only servant he [L e. the Scpiire] had attend* 
ing him, says Mr. Strulty bore a mighty bow. As to the Fa-^ 
ther being without an attendanl^ it seetnt to me in unison 
with luB reserved and unassuming character, and as if he was 
eonftdent that the little services which be might want would 
be cheerfiilly rendered by his Son and his Attendant. 

The Ihrdier iihistration of a character and name, still pre- 
served in several parts of England, may not be unacceptable. 
^* Yeoman/' says Mr. Tyrwhitt, " is an abbreviation of yeonge* 
man, as jfOzcMe is ciyeongtke. Young men being mostly em- 
ployed in service, servants have in many languages been denomi- 
nated fttim the single clrcomstitice of age; mi wmt^, filer, gargan, 
koj^ jffVMi.'- *<-WaterfaoaR, in his Commentary on Fortescue's 
Ti^atise De Laudibus Legum Angliae, mure fiilly explains the 
term Yeoman^ in his exposition of the w<Hrd Valecti, Comra. fol. 
166S. p. 39 1. '' Et Valecti plurim, kc. Those they take to be 
them which our Law calb Yeomen. See Stat 1 6. R. 2. c. 4. 
and 20. R. 2. c. 2. These are the next order to Gentlemen, 
temaed Ye&men quasi ytmng men, as some think, or from 
&€men, or Yemen, in the Saxon signifying a Commoner; so 
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ihai of old these men were of no rank above senrauU, thougb 
Valet io the French imports quasi va Uz son maistrc, thence the 
word waUet, (pera viatoria;) the bearers of this as some called 
them Valets or Varlets, others called them Gureions, tboogh 
of old it was a title of better repute; for att young personi^ 
thot^h Gentlemen, if not Kn^tia^ and under eighteen years 
old, were called Valets in France, as we called them Bat' 
chelours in England* Hence Valet de Cha»nbrc, a tide of ho- 
nour, to the King. But Francis the first of France, per« 
ceiving those that attended him to be no better than Roturieri 
(our Yeomen) introduced Gentlemen of the Ghamber; though 
yet, in the King's palace here, the officer Yeoman remains, 
Stat S3. H. 8« c, 12, yet in subserviency to the Gentlemen- 
Officers. So are Groom$ another Court* word; in French 
Vdkt, or Varkt. So that the texts ValecH or Vaktti are such 
of the Commoners of Couotriesi who hold not their land 
nib nomine CtdvertagU et perfetum Sendiutis, but baring been 
Servants, or Tenanti, to great men, have either, pro kono 
xrvitio impemo vel vrnpendendo, had land given them, or by 
industry and thrift (blessed by God) been purchasers of land 
in fee to them and their, faeii^ and that in such swt for the 
quality, and in such proportion £»r the value, that the Law 
requires Jurymen to be of, kcJ* Miv Tyrwhitt distinguishet 
the applicationof Yeoman by. Chaucer; the Chanones Yemant 
in the Canterbury Tales, being.anly % common servant; and 
in another part^ the titk being given to people of mUUUi$^ 
rank, not in service: So the Miller is carefol '^ to saven his 
ettate of yemmmty Mr* l>^nrhilt also thinks that the ape 
propriation of the word to signify a smaJll landholder, is raiare 
modem. But compare Walerhous^s observation. 

Of the Yeoman, as no Tale is related by him, no painting 
occurs in the Manuscript; the representations being, of sudi 
only as narrated adventures. See p. 12S. The poet, bow* 
over, has been sufficiently minute in the description of the 
Yeoman's habiliments. '^ I conclnded^V Mys h^ ^ that hn 
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Iras a forester, from his dress;** which was a coat and hood of 
green-coloured cloth. Under his helt appeared a shaft of 
peacock arrows, that is, arrows phimed with peacocks fea- 
thers; according to the practice both of a preceding and later 

age. For Mr. Warton has shewn that, among the stores at | 

Famham castle belonging to Waynflete bishop of Winches- 
ter in 1471, were Arciu cum chardis, and Sagitia magrut, 
the latter of which is the title to the enumeration " de cxlir 
sagittii magnis barbatis cum pennis pavonum ;** and that/ in 
a computus of Gervays bishop of Winchester in 1266, are 
reckoned among his stores at Taunton castle cauda pavonum, 
which he supposes were used for feathering arrows: Arrows 
witik feathers of the peacock, he adds, occur in Lydgate's 
Chronicle of Troy, b. iii. cap. 22. edit. 1555. — "In his 
hand he bare a mighty bow.*^ There is a Patent, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt observes, in Rymer, 15. R. 2. d^ arte sagiuandi per 
Vakttos Regis exercendi: The Yeorien; and all other ser- 
vants of the royal houshold, of whatever state or office, under 
the degree qf Yeanutn, are ordered to carry bows and arrows 
with them, whenever they ride,- &c« in the King'ft train. 
On his arm was a gay bracer, the armour commonly used by 
archers, and in the present instance probably ornamented. 
To his sword and buckler on the one side, and his dagger on 
the other, are added ia silver 'cristopher on his breast, an^ 
a baudrick or sash of green to which a horn was sus- 
pended. Mr. Tyrwhitt cannot' see the meaning of the silver \ 
ornament called the ** Cristqfre;'* especially as by the Stat | 
37. E.'3. Yeomen are fbrbidden' to wear any ornaments of i 
gold or silver. No other explanation is afforded by Mr. I 
Warton, than that St Christopher was a saint who presided I 
over the weather, and was the patron of field sports. Mr. ' 
Strutt supposes the ornament to have been a clasp or buckle 
of silver, having the image of St Christopher, with our 
Blessed Saviour upon his shoulders, painted or engraved 
ttpon it; a subject drceedingly popular at the time the first 
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«pecimem of engraving were produced, and probably not 
less 80 in the days of Chaucer. According to this supposi- 
tion, the inefficacy of the sumptuary law abovementioned is 
certainly very glaring. 



THE PRIORESSR 

This delicate, precise, and sentimental lady is drawn in 
^ Manuscript with a wimple neatly pinched, and a ** fe- 
tyse" or handsome cloak, which is black over a tunic of white, 
bk conformity to the dress of the Benedictine nuns. On her 
left hand are the beads, and her right hand is uplifted, as if 
she was desirous of calling the particular attention of her 
hearers to what she was reciting. 

The poet represents her as having been educated at the 
school of Stratford at Bow near London ; which Mr. Warton 
supposes to have been a fashionable seminary for nuns. This 
is very probable. Stratford at Bow, a Benedictine nunnery, 
was famous even then for its antiquity. I find that Philippa 
de Mohun, duchess of York, who died in 1431, bequeathed 
to the Prioress of Stratford five shillings, and to the Convent 
twenty shillings; perhaps in gratefiil remembrance of ad- 
vantages derived from- instruction there. It must not be 
omitted, however, that Chaucer here expresses the mean 
opinion he entertained of the English-Prtnch spoken in his 
time; " for French qf Paru was to this Priwess unknown :" 
Yet, as Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, it was proper that she should 
speak some sort of French, not only as a woman of fiishion, 
(a character which she is represented to afiect,} but as a reli- 
gious person. ^The instructions from the Abbot of St Al- 
ban's in 1338 to the Nuns of Sopewell, Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, 
were in the French languai^. 

If, forgetftd of her gentleness, she was on any occasion 
betrayed into swearing, '' her gretest othe was but by St« 

Hh 
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£^." This Baint is called ia Latin S. Eligiw. But Mr. 
Tyrwhitt admits that, in all the Manuscripts which be had 
seen, the word JBlqy, both here and in the Cantierbury Tale^ 
is abbreviated into Lay; and thai he had no authority for 
printing the name at full length but that of Urry. Mr. Rit« 
son is highly indignant at Mr. Tyrwhitt's choice, and in- 
sists that Loy has been impropedy discarded. And Mr. 
Warton says that St Lay is intended for Saint Letois, But 
neither Mr. Tyrwhitt nor Mr. Warton cSsr any further ex- 
planation of the saint; by whom they respectively shew thai 
the lady swears. Of St Eloy, a poet in the nest century 
after Chaucer hat given some account; I mean Sir David 
Lindsay, who, in a satirical deaaription of saints and legenda 
in his Monarchic, says, 

Sanct jBtoy, he doith staitly stand, 
Ane new hors-icboo intill his hand. 

Again, 

Sum maids offirande to Sanct Ekyc, 
That be thair hon mi^ weill omvoye. 

The behaviour of the PrioKM at taUe \m been illustrated 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt in copying the following «inmmatanGca 
H'om the Ramaimi de la Ram : 

Et biea le garde quT die ne moeilk 
Sea doys au brouet jusqu' te jointei^ Iec. 
Si tagement port «a boucbie, 
Cbic Mir ton pied goutte n'eii chie 
De MMippe, ne de aaulae^noire.-*— . 
Et doit si bien sa bouche terdre 
Tant qu* d n*y laiiie grease dierdre 
An moina en la levre desicurt. 
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I must not CMrait to notice this lad/s rosary^ to which was at- 
tached a broche of gold, whereon was written a crowned A, 
and under it, as a commentary on the emblem, Jmor tincit 
•mma. Love conquereth all things. To this device and 
poesy there is tome resemblance, as Mr. Rition has also ob* 
served, in Tht Sqt^r qf Lowe Degree, vet* 211, &c. 

In the myddes of your sheld ther shal be set 
A ladyes head, with many a fivte ; 
Above (be head wrytten shall be 
A reason for the love of me; 
Both O and R shall be therin. 
With A and M it shall bigynne. 

Our Prioress is represented, in the Prologue, as accom- 
panied with a Nun and three Priests. This Nun relates the 
history, which is called, in the Canterbury Tales, the Secoiut 
Vonnei Tcde. There is accordingly, in the Manuscript, a 
Tery neat miniature of her in a dark habit with open sleeves ; 
her wimple is nicely plaited; her hood or cowl b np, not 
hiding, however, her face ; and her waist b girded. 

The reality of the three accompanying Ptriests hat been 
jusdy questioned by Mr. Tyrwhitt, whose argument is thii. 
" As it appears evidently to have been the design of Chaucer 
to compose his company of individuitb of difierent ranks, m 
(Mder to prodnce a greater variety of distinct characters, we 
ean hardly conceive that he would, in this single instance;, 
introduce three of the same profession without any discrimi- 
nating circumstances whatever; and in fact when theNonnes 
Aeest is called upon to tell his Tale, he is accosted by the 
Host m a manner which will not permit us to suppose that 
two others of the same denomination were present. This 
most be allowed to be a strong objection to the genuineness 
of that article of the three Preestes; but it is not the only 
•ne. All the other dnffacters tfl* particularly described, and 
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most of them very much at large, whereas the whole that is 
said of the other Nonne and the three Preestes is contained in 
these two lines at the end of the Prioresse's character; 

Another Nonne also with hire had she> 

That was hire chapellein, and Preestes three. 

Where it is also observahle that the single circumstance of 
description is false, for no nonne could be a chaplain. The 
chief duty of a chaplain was to say mass and to hear confes- 
sion, neither of which offices could regularly be performed by 
a nonne or by any woman. 

" It appears indeed that some abbesses did at one time 
attempt to hear the confessions of their nuns, and to exerciEC 
some other smaller parts of the clerical function ; but this prac- 
tice, I apprehend, was soon stopped by Gregory DL who 
has forbidden it in the strongest terms. Decretal, 1. v. tit 38, 
ex.;' Nova qusdam nostris sunt auribus intimata, quod 
Abbatisss moniales proprias benedicunt; ipsarum quoque con- 
fuskmes in crminihiu audiunt, et legentes Evangelium prse- 
sumunt pubhce prsedicare : cum igitur id absonum sit et 
pariter absurdum. Mandamus quatenus ne id de cetero fiat 
cunctis firmiter inhibere.' If these presumptuous abbesses 
.had ventured to say mass his Holiness would doubtless have 
thundered still louder against them. 

" It should seem, therefore, that we have sufficient ground 
to reject these two lines, or at least the second, as an inter- 
polation, by which means we shall get rid of two of the 
Priests, and the detail of the characters will then agree with 
the gross number in the twenty fourth verse of the Pro- 
logue, Chaucer himself being included among tlie nine and 
twenty. 

" My notion (I cannot call it opinion) of the matter is 
this, that the first of the above lines did really begin the cha* 
racter of the Nonne, which Chaucer had originally inserted in 
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this place^ together with that of the Nonnes Freest, at as 
great length as the other characters, but they were both af- 
terwards expunged either by himself, or (more inrobably) by 
those who published his work after his death, for reasons 
of nearly the same kind with those which occasioned the sup- 
pression of the latter part of The Coh^s Talc* I suspect our 
bard had been rather too gay in his description of these two 
retigious persons. See a little concerning the Freest, Can- 
tcrb. Tales, vcr. 15453 — 65. — ^If it should be thought im- 
probable that an interpolator would insert any thing so ab- 
surd and contradictory to the Author's plan as the second 
line, I beg leave to suggent that it is still more improbable 
that such a line should have come from the Author himself; 
and further, I think I can promise, in the course of the Can- 
terbury Tales, to point out several other undoubted interpola- 
tions, which are to the full as absurd as the subject of our 
present discussion.*' 

THE MONK. 

Of this character the pictured representatioo, in the Ma- 
nuscript, agrees in many respects minutely with the poef s. 
His gown, with full sleeves, is black ; and his hood is fitft- 
ened beneath his chin, to which his band is lifted, and thus 
hides what the poet describes as fastening the hood, ** the 
curious pinne of wrought gold." His souple bootes are just 
visible ; not sufficiently, however, to display the trimness in 
this article of apparel, with which a smart Abbot has been re- 
presented, according to Mr. Tyrwhitt, by an anonymous 
writer of the thirteenth century : '* Ocreas habebat in cruribu^ 
quasi innats essent, dnc plied porrectas/' MS. BodL James, 
n. 6. p. 121. 

The Monks of Chaucer's time are described as loving the 
sports of the fidd. Our Monk has accordingly his ** grei- 
houndes swifl as foul of flight f^ and hunting for the hare jui 
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laid to have been all his luit» ^nd to which no sacrifice of 
expehce was spared. In the Manuscrtf»t miniature he is at- 
tended by two hoUndi» wl^bste collarB are blue, festened with 
gilded buekliss. Mh TyrwbKt has remarked, that Knighton 
de^ribes an Abbot of Leicester, who died in 1377, /' qui in 
venatinnd kpmum inttr omnes regni dorainos famo^issiknos et 
tibmihatissimtis babebatur." Decern Scriptcr. ]>. 2631. He 
idds indeed, that the abbot Was lised to assert, what perhaps 
may have been partly true, '^ se son delectasse in ht^jusmodi 
frlvohs vbwi/toiis&itf, nisi tifMax pro obsequiis doroinis regni 
]^)«8tandis, et aflTabilitate coram captandi, et gratiA in suis 
n^Uis adipiscendi.'' Mr. Wartoh enumerates odier in- 
stances of the union, here justly sittrized, of an hero of the 
chate wiih an ecclesiistidt. WMter de SuAeld, bishop of 
Nbrwkh, bequeiths by Will hfs patk bf febunds to the king, 
in ilBi. This Was a commoti tbpSck of satl^. So agam, 
in Chaucer^s Testament of Love, *' gode boundes and many^ 
to hunte after harte and hare,'' are noticed among the prin- 
cipal distinctions of tlie ecclesiasticks. The archdeacon of 
Richmond, on his visitation, came to the PricNry of Brid- 
firtgton in Toikshire, in 1216, with ninety-seven hones, 
twenty-one dogs, and three hawks. See Warton's Hist Eng. 
Pbietry, i. 282. 

The golden belts bn the bridle aiid t^a);>iping8 of the Mon^s 
fione a)re nicely delineatefd tn the Mantiseript Of this 
fi^ion, the custom Vks perhaf^ dtdopted by the clergy from 
the knights ; a[raong Whom it 'w^ a particuUr point to have 
IBeir bridles well hung With bells, and of which the heglect 
' W^s considered as a niai'k of povlnty and meanness Aniaud 
i^f Mao^n, din old trou'BaudoQr, lays great stress' upon this 
iirtlcle. In his Instructions lo fb^tn'a Knight : " Let his [the 
horse's] breast be garnished with bells, well hung: Nothit^ 
Is ihore proper to Iffepire confidence in a knight, and ierrour 
in fen *heriiy/* Vihccnt of BeauVafs, Mr. Warttti telyi^ 
iceMures this kiiid 6f oYniimem An the Knights Temphorr: 
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•'They have bridles emhroidere<}» or gilde^ or.adomed with 
eUver; atque in pectoralibus campanulas v^w m^gmcm tmU* 
uuites $(mhm, ad gloriam eonim et d^orem/' Hisi. 1. jos^ 
c. 85. But Wjckli£fe, in his Triakge, best illustrates Chau- 
cer, where he invdgfas against the phesti for their '* &ir 
hem, and jolly and gay sadeles^ and bridlei rnigir^ by the 
way, &C." Lewis's Life of WicliflFc, p. 121. A^ War- 
ton's Hist £ng.Poet L 164. 

In the Manuscript, the &ce of our Monk is a lit^e in- 
jured; but it has been well done, and still sufficiqitly fot- 
hibits ^ a lord fid fiU and in good point'' He weaisn bl^qk 
bat 

The sleeves of his tunic are described by the poiet as edge^ 
with the finest fiir that could be procured; an oroafnent at 
that period most probably very expensive. But our Mf^ 
is evidently a man of the.wodd rather tlyan of the ckgrster. 
One of Wobey's ordinances, Mr. Tyrwhitt has obscnnedf 
for the refimnation ci the Angustinian Mookf \a 1519, is 
directed against the foppery here detcribed: ''^ammifUMvb 
nullo modo Jkrmru utantur aut pdlibqs, nisi pioift iis pcp>> 
missum est in Statutis Beqediotinis.'' Dogi^, itfanoff. 
iL 587. 

TOB FREER 

The features of this sensual but merry character fue wdl 
delineati^ in the Manuscript £ven the meaning of Ui 
^es ijoay be noticed. Hjs dress is lifuk, and bodi the ofpe 
and semi-cope or tippejt are obvious; the hOter of which the 
poet describes to he of ''doM^ile wocptefl," as the cope q{ a 
firiar in Pierce Pkwmmu Crede 'u. Sign. B. i. b; and the fir- 
mer seems well adapted to Md tt^ knivf» aoflpi^ intended 
by him as present for fiur wiv^ 

He is called a Umitaur; wluch Mr. TynfUtt Refines, " a 
fiyer licensed to b^ within a certain district'' Skinner 
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iittagines that the Umitour "was a seller of indulgences, and 
that he received his denomination on account of his limiting 
or fudng the price for each sin. Junius considers the term 
as denoting a friar who discharged his office within certain 
limits or bounds. See Dr. Jamieson's Diet Scottish Lan- 
guage, in V. Idmiiour. Dr. Jamieson observes, that, in the 
Viiioni qf Pierce Plowman, the Umitour appears indeed as a 
confessor, who, by virtue of episcopal letters, although he 
had no parochial charge, was authorised to hear confession 
and grant absolution within a certain district Tyndale, in 
his Obedyenoe qf a Cktysten man, (which passage I find Dr. 
Jamieson has also noted in his Appendix) gives a di£ferent 
view of the meaning of the word : '* Howbeit suche maner 
sendynges are not worldly, as princes send tbeyr ambassa- 
dours, no nor as freres send theyr fyn^ters to gather theyr 
brotherfaedes, whiche muste obeye whether they wyll or wyll 
not" fol. 50. a. — ^The following illustration of the word has 
escaped all the etymologists : Limitors, " i proprias Hmites terris 
imponendo, et removentibus anathemata denunciando, dicti, 
ut verisimik est" See A Comment on the Miller's Tale and 
the Wife of Bath, 12mo. 1665. p. 152. 

But, to pass from this etymological description of our 
Friar, let us consider what is said of his official labours. " So 
plesant was his In Principio** that he never fiuled obtaining 
the alms which he wanted. The phrase, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
is commonly explained to refer to the beginning of St John's 
Gospel; but may also refer to the beginning of Genesis. In 
an old French romance, fhistorie de trots Maries, he adds, 
it seems to signify some passage, in the conclusion of the 
Mass. Acad, des Inscript tom. xiii. p. 521. 

Moult aise flii quant audio ' 

Le Prestre dire In Principio, 
Car la Messe si est finee. 
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Jle was alfp of DO small account at Ls^e-^da^fs; a day ap- 
poiated for the amicable aettleoKiit of dtfifenenoes beings called 
a LofDe-^Wf; in proof of wbioki Mr. Tyrwbitt cites firacton, 
1. V. fol. 369. '' Si ante judicium captatur Diet Anunit;** 
and Rot Pari. 13. H. 4. n. 13. '' Agayn the fourme of a 
Love-day taken bytwen 4he same parties.^' Mr. Tyrwbitt 
says, that the Gloisary (to Urry's -CfaaMcer) calls these days 
improperly,. ilf<S£/i?^« /or pleamre and diversion; that they 
were meetings for business ; tiao^h it is prdbaUe tfaai ^e bft- 
sinessy when finished, was usually followed by a treat given 
to the arbitrators, 9fc^ See the Paii. RoU already quoted. 
Mr. Tyrwbitt also cit^ frooi Ibe Vitiom qf Pience Plowman, 
part of the speech of Sloth, in the character of a Priest: 

I can boMe Liwiajfe^ ^od here a Reies rekeoyngt, 
And in Ga9MA4tf iis Oeoetab I oannoi read a lyae. 

J am Mrprisad, Aai Use ftUowi«g fASsagpe in the aaane poeaa 
4i0Hld baFe es^af^ ^ notice cf the leatwed. tritidL The 
.aiUUpTiis imreighisg agaimlihe kawwy andAwrs i QSii^f tlie 



And now is Bdigiffi a nitr, afmnerbythe 
A leadfsr of km ei t^ g f ei, aniaJcradebcggar, 
A pricker on • fMtj^ 4k. 



I take our Friar to have been a leader, as termed in the pre^ 
ceding extract, or manager of these lovedaye: Ther^ says 
the poet* he coidd moQhel he^. Me. Warton coaverta these 
Ifivedayes, by a pleasant misajfirebeiisioD, inio koadiee, which 
Jie inierpreU kdUs! Hi^. Eog^Poet i. 289. 

In noticing Ihe aocomplisb»fflfc» of our Friar, Mr. War- 
ton has detected two Jipistakes of pnecediny wi:iters; the latter 
«f wljkb is more pkasant than bis own. Of these the fint 

II a^ qg|aaaM|W» m 4i» Oloasfury to Ujcry's Chaucer, of 

I i 
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this wanton and merry confeagor " playing on a rai^U which 
u there said to mean, by rote; whereas a rote is a musical 
instrument Mr. Warton cites» in proof, Lydgate, MSS. 
Fairfi«, Bihl. Bodl. 16. 

. For ther was rotys of Almayne, 
And eke of Arragon and Spayne. 

And again, in the same manuscript : 

Harpys, fitheles, and eke ratys, 
Wei acording to ther notys. 

Where Ji^fttfto, the criUck adds, kfiddies, as in the Prologue 
to the Canterbury Tales, ver. 298. JftVWIw indeed is the better 
reading of Mr. Tyrwhitt. Mr. Warton follows Urry^s edition. 
Many examples of the musical sense of rote might be added. 
Bat I pass on to Mr. Warton's second remaik, in consequence 
of his iUustration of this woid : ** I cannot help mentioning in 
this place a pleasant mistake of bishop Morgan, in his Transla- 
tion of the New Testament into Welch, printed- in 1 567. He 
translates the vials of wrath, in the Revelations, by crythan, i. e. 
croiids w fiddles. Re?. 5. 8. The Greek is fAmXsu. Now it 
is probable that the bishop translated only from the English, 
where he found vials, which he took for viols*'* 

THE MARCHANT. 

■ Chaucer informs ns, that this person was clothed " in 
fHotteke/* that is, a motley-coloured garment So the Ser- 
geant of the Lawe is vested, ver. 330. This garment, in 
the Manuscript, is of a bright red colour, lined with blue^ 
and figured with white and blue flowers. His tight and neat 
boots are not forgotten by the artist; and the wearer displays 
them (if I may use the words of Shakspeare) " very smooth^ 
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like unto (he sign of the beg/' Nor must the notice of his 
spur and its enormous rowel be omitted ; which, in the paint* 
iog, exhibits the prototype of the ornament attached to the 
heels* of many of our present fashionable riders. 

The Flanders beaver hat is also represented in the paint* 
ing. The Merchant looks as if in the prime of life; and his 
countenance bespeaks the man of business. His steed is on 
the gallop. 

The expression in his wish> that *' the sea were kept/' or 
guarded, is thus illustrated by Mr. Tyrwhitt: The old sub- 
lidy of tonnage and poundage was given to the king '* pur la 
sftOfgarde et custodie del mer/' 12. Edw. 4. c. 3. 



THE CLERK OF OXENPORDR 

Of Jthis interesting perBoh, whose poverty, delight in study, 
and inattention to worl^y aflairs, are eminently conspicuous, 
Chaucer relates no other circumstance respecting the dress, 
than that his '' overest courtepy*' or surcoat was thread-bare. 
In the Manuscript, his surcoat, with the hood, is <if a dirty 
violet colour; his stockings are scarlet, and the saddle and 
bfidle on his nliserable horse are of the same colour. In his 
right hand be holds out a book, as if he was descanting on 
its value; and under his left arm he carries other books, 
bound in red and blue. '* He looked hollow;'' says the 
poet; a circumstance which the painter has not overpassed. 

Mr. Warton is of opinion, that Chaucer, in the character 
before us, glances at the inattention paid to literature, and 
the unprofitableness of philosophy. He explains the pas- 
sage. 

But all be that he was philosophre 
Yet hadde he but litel g<6ld in cofre» 
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iit^ this fiiaimer; Yet he eoM not find the phihsophet^s ttam, 
Hift converMLtton, Mr. Warton admito, was instruetive ; and^ 
tie mb IM leas willing to Mibmit than to ceaimttaicate M 
opinion to othen. Bat the same elegant and learned eritick 
lua atrained the poet's meainng in tlie Mowing description : 

Not a word spalEe he iftorsi than waa nede. 
And that was said in forme and reverence^ 
And short and quicke, ilnd fuH of high sentence : 

Mr. WartMiy I say> here eonsiders the Clerk ef OxenlM 
so enslaved by hit atlentiM to kgick> as to exhibit in faia 
conversation much pedantick formality, and the usage of a 
precise and sententious style on all subjects. See Hist Eng. 

Poet i. 453. What the Clerk said inform€ tmd reverence^ i 

however, has been asserted by Mr. Tyrwhitt to mean, with | 

ptopriay and modesty; by whom also^ fid qf hi^ unience is 
tpptehetided to signify only yM^ qf high &r exceUme tmn. Mn 

Tjrrwhitt, hi this explanation, appealed to Mr. Warlotfs i 

cAndoor; at the same time acutely observing, that the credit 
i»f good letters is concerned that Chancer fiftiould not be sup- 
posed to have made a pedantick formality, and a precise ten- | 
tentious style on all subjects, the charaeteristicks of a scholar. ' 



THE SSRQtANT OF THE LAWE. 

Of this opuletit and eminent person the poetical dress is 
very plain : 

He rode but homely in a medlee cote 
Girt with a seint of silk vnth barres smale. 

The pictured representation, in the Manosoiipt, is more 
particular. He is there drawn in a scarlet habit, with open 
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iAe8Vie%. aod wiih a white hoodftirftti;. iktu hML beinf hod, 
with Uue,. with small iMurs or ■tiifM o£ rtd. He wears; tbo^ 
cbaracleristick cKstmction of a SetgiNiBt» whidn the poeli bow-* 
^▼er kas* not noticed^ the coi£ Hia stockings. a«a: scyulet 
llwreis a gieal: Msemblanae to this offifiial b«bJI> deaoribed 
in tbe Visions of Picfce Phwrnatf i. 

Shall no Sergceat &ic biaiePvii:e.iraar«Mt«Mik!di^ 

tior p^um on Ms chke (br ptedynge at die buM^. 

Mr. Warton has observed, liiat die perpetual: fmpottaoce. ofi 
tinsu SngeoiU^ wba by liabit or by afiectatibn.hai the fiiauih^ 
of appearing* busy when be has notliiD|^ to^ do|. i» dBofecbedl 
autb the spirit aadconciMBess of Horace. 

The poet says thot tbis' lawyer had ofte» beea Bk did 
Funis; a place, interpreted by IVftc TyrwbiH^ iron, Du 
Cangc, * a pcrdoo before a duurtk. See Du Cange- in Pan 
tadisos; It appears fiom the Rom. qfi the Ross, kh die Oiig. 
fen 15^530, that books were oonitnonly sold au, Fanom dnam 
Kbt9€ Bumo at Paris. At Londsa the Fams was finequented 
Isf &ijeant» at Law. See Foeteseue do^ Mud. leg. Angi c. b* ^ 
' Post naeridiani eurisB nou tenentur; sed placitantea tanc so 
divertunt ad FenimaM et alibi, consulentea cum Servutuilfuo^ 
ud L^gem et aliis consiliariis suis.' There is a difEsaence oC 
opinion where the Fams at London, to which the Inwyess le^ 
sorted, was situated ; Somoer supposes it to. hare been in CMd«i 
Palace-yard, before Westminster-ball, Gloss, aa Betxm Scmpt. 
K Trtforium; but otherat^ with mere fsrobability, thiak it was 
what Dugdak calls the Ptnyse qf Pawks. When the Sem 
jeanis had dined in any of the inns of court, St. Paul's la^ 
nmcb more conveoiendy for an afternoon consultation tbaa 
Westminster-ball.'^ 

Mr. Warton, speaking of the supposition thai Parma is a 
contraction of Panidue, imagines the name to signify an am<» 
kulaiory; ^lasy of our old religious bouHcs having had a place 
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called Paradiie, He adds, that in the year 1 300, children 
wei^ taught to read and aing in the Purvis of St Martin'a 
Church at Norwich. Hist Eng. Poet i. 453. 

An extract from Waterhous's Commentary on Foriescue, 
to which I ha?e already referred the reader, may serve as a 
curious illustration of the etymology of the word, which Mr. 
Warton and Mr. Tjrrwhitt have not brought forward, though, 
however questionable, it deserves to be mentioned. The com- 
mentator having cited the words " Sed Placitantes tunc se 
divertunt ad Pervimm, &c." thus proceeds. " This referrs, 
not to the Pleaders repairing to the Pervise^xercise$ of Aca- 
demique origen, the same in Law that those exercises in Ox«« 
ford are, called Petvisia or sittings general in the Schoies m tta 
qftemoon, (which Mr. Selden sayes he understood first out of 
Mr. Wake's Miaa regnantes,) and to which not onely young 
Lawyers repaired to learn, but old Seijeants to teach and shew 
their cunning; I say, this clause turns us not to that Pervieer 
firom whence the little place (whereof teaching of Schole was) 
in the lower part of the Church was called iVrmmmi; but 
this referrs to the consultation that Clyents use to have with 
their Counsellours and Seijeants about their Pleadings, BiUa^ 
Demurrers, Rqoynders, special Verdicts^ Orders; the read- 
ing over of which judiciously and with intentness is called 
Pervismn, or, as we say, perusal qf them, that is, considering, 
the legality of them^ comparing them with originals, making 
brie& out of them, marshalling the evidence, and preparing, 
for tryall in Court" p. 574. 

Our Serjeant is said to have received " many fees and 
robes.'' The Serjeants and all the officers of the superioor 
Courts of Law, Mr. Warton says, anciently reeeived winter 
and summer robes from the king's wardrobe. He is likewise 
said to cite cases and decisions, " that from the time of king 
William were fallen;'' for the illustration of which Mr. 
Warton refers to the very learned and ingenious Mr. Baiw> 
xington's Observations on the Ancient Statutes. I may not omit,. 
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that Mr. Warton admires the hnniour of Chaucer in making 
thia lawyer introduce the language of his pleadings into com- 
mon conversation, where, in the Canterbury Tales, he ad- 
dresses the Hoste, 

Hoste, quoth be, de par dieuxjeo assent ; 

the affectation of talking French, though then general, being 
here appropriated and in character. 



THE FRANKELEIN. 

" The Frankelein," says Mr. Strutt, •'is here delineated 
as a true son of Epicurus : his dress, unfortunately, is not 
described; and we only learn, that he wore an anelace or 
knife, and a gyp^ere or purse qf white sUk, hanging at his 
girdle/' ' See Habits of the people of Eng. ii. 279. The 
painting in the Manuscript supplies, in some degree, the de- 
ficiency lamented. He is there drawn in a surcoat of red, 
lined with blue, with bars or stiripes of fiinge or lace over it 
His hair and beard are snow-white. He wears a small blue 
hat, turned up. His boots are black. His white silk purse 
is visible, but not his knife. His left hand is on his breast, 
as if he were relating some striking circumstance. In a word, 
the miniature presents him as a most respectable old gentle 
man. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt, in my humble opinion, has not sufficiently 
illustrated the rank and character of the Frankelein. He 
says, that Fortescue, deL.L. Ang, c. 29, describes a Franklatn 

to be a Paterfamilias magnis dUatus possessiombus. He 

is classed with, but after, the mUs and armiger, and is dis- 
tinguished from the iibere tenentes and vo/inr^, though as it 
should seem the only real distinction between him and other 
freeholders consisted in the largeness of his estate. Spei^ 
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mtuh in v^ Frankddn, .quotes tbe follpwAof ,pflfi«fig« fipdni 
Xrlve^'* Er. Chronicle, MS. JWW. .fi. 8. n. .^6, " Thomaa 4e . 
JQrodnecLQD^ -fiUus £dwardi I. Marepchallu* Angliae, .apne^Ja 
mort de son pere esposa la iilte de un FritvcheJcyn apeb^ 
Alice/' The historian did not think it worth his while even 
to mention the naxne of the Fn^ik^leio. 

But let us attend to the very curious distinction made bj 
W^rbous, jnJiia Commentary .on Fgrtssaue; Pivbioh indeed 
may explain other designationi givw tJiythe jMot to tbi« k^ 
•pectable character. " Pater famlia$" says the commen- 
tator, " imports one Skii mi juris eH, nuUique addicius 
mancipio, called tbe Fudi^r ^f ttbe ;Fwoily ; Nonquodfami* 
liam Medjusfamilia habet, as the Lawyers say. This we in 
;]CffgIaiid aociently called tl^^ Oa(^ lifan. And the old 
»dAiQ^» m my (nemory, .were ^woojl to caU their .hushasd^ mtf 
,f?<wi M»n, L«sier tinaei^ more gentili^e^, -discard fthat«mi^ 
^rpm all mouthes but (hose that Ait( plebeito, apd though it bje 
^fipnciative of Frgs^kU^fn^ ; that is, free lierf, ^nd ownecsof 
.Igfid; in which sen^, Suiainc-Mou is the name pf tbe,Ct>fh 
Vfi^tt^ Uberi ffinfituium, according to die old .fiuslom «r Jaif, 
Smkinc-mifttm tier >« aimo ; y«t M is iiow not punch fet by; 
.(JjlQfigb^ from ^bis condition of 4ieio» tb^re j»re mimy^now gvomn 
4AtQ faMoilies, now called HBrtmkUn,, who are men in ^be county lyf 
|^4<Ue<^ {^pd other p^rts magni$ ditaii .pos^essiimibtu:; wbidi 
t)^ t^^t.epcpressetl), to set out this Pn^^amUw by* And dns^is 
Joi .^rgufnent of much ^e^lth. For th^relbre b^ that is the Pattr 
fasnilias here, is counted ditattu, because he has yauasifm^, 
fu^ IIIms «|b90e ^riftitff, which werje a .«ort pf bvabandmen 
.^t bpMpd (b^Bpselvesiby ipd^tMxeitP ti}l the gronpd, RH)* 
^nisipg not .tp ^fkfxt lill vtl^ir ^)anumi8«oii; mf ^ poa^ei. 
.ppprs of tbp PP^ QPtly xftw propansifiP they live ip, butfofj 
ipgny ftffiie«flm4 P9K^mu pf ^ds Iwhkhi tk^ dcflfii^Jp 
4fi\jmp «»4 tb9^ ppt.wlyin A^ir .qwp wupty wbcrw they 
4iiwjiml,«n jff|ik4i.tbey t\ve,fn/?p»b^rf^ l>^^in oUber ibices : jm^ 
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Frteholck; yea, and tbote not onely Tenancies, but emsn 
capitall Mewuages, and chiefe Mamion; by reason whereof 
they are drawn sometimes to beare offices in forraign Coun* 
ties apon extraordinary occasion; and have opportanity to 
place their children apart^ when their age and iheir parenta' 
pleasure is they should marry, or be bestowed in a coune of 
life to live upon what, by their &therly gift* is become their 
own : A^d as many possessions in number, so large in their 
extent, noble in their royalty, and rich in their revenue. For 
of this race of men, who were and are but plain Good Man, 
and John, and Thomas, many in Kent and Middlesex espe- 
cially, besides sparrim m eveiy severall County, have been 
men of Knights' estate, who could dispend many hundreds a 
year, and yet put up to raise daughters' portions. Yea, so 
ambitious are many of them to be Gemicmen, that they by 
pleatiftil living obtaine the courtesie of being called Master, 
and written Gaukmen ; and their portenties by being bred to 
Learning and Law, either in Universities or Inns of Chan- 
cery and Court, turn perfiect sparks and listed gallants, com- 
panions to Knights and Esquires^ and often adopted, into 
those orders. And from this sourse, which is no ignoble 
one, have risen many of the now flourishing Gentry/' 
p. 388. 

The words^ in the preceding extract, " by reason whereqf 
th^ are drawn soinetimes to beare qfices in FORRAION COUN- 
TIES tq}on extraordinary occasion," may be considered, in 
some degree, as explanatory of the character, aligned by the 
poet to the Frankclein, of a Couniour; a word, as Mr. Tyr- 
whitt has observed, which has been changed in Urry's edi- 
tion of Chaucer, upon what authority we are yet to learn, 
into Coroner; which Mr. Warton. however, has adopted, and 
illustrated, in calling it " an office anciently executed by 
gentlemen of the greatest respect and properly." Hist Eeg. 
Poet L 438. Yet Countour, the genuine reading of the 

Kk 
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manuscripUy seems unacceptable to Mr. Tyrwhitt " It is 
not easy^" he alleges, '* to say what office is meant. I have 
a notion that the foreman of the inquest in the Hundred-court 
was called a Countour; but the law-glossaries do not take no- 
tice of any such sense of the word, and I cannot at present 
produce any thing stronger in support of it than the following 
passage of Robert of Gloucester, p. 538; speaking of an 
Hundred-court summoned by the Constable of Gloucester 
Castle^ he says, tha t 

He hald this Hundred mid great-folk and honour. 
And Adam of Ardenie was is [his] chef Countour. 

Though this may possibly mean thai Adam acted as ac- 
comptant or steward of the court." 

The rank of the Frankelein at thi Sessions qf the Peace, is 
• also minutely examined by the same critick, in this remark. 
■" The justices, by the st^L 34 Ed. III. c. 1, were to be in 
-^ch county, ' un Seigneur et ovesque lui trois ou quatre des 
' meultz vauez du countee, ensemblement ove ascuns sages 
' de la ley.' A wealthy frankelein might perhaps be com- 
mis&ioned under this description; but I know not how he 
could be a knight of the shire, as they by 46 Edw. HI. were 
to be ChivaUrs et Serjantz des meulx vauez du pais; unless we 
suppose either that the rank of Seijant (Esquire) was as unde- 
fined as it is now, or that his office of Justice made him an 
Esquire within the meaning of the act/' 

The luxurious hospitality of the Frankelein has occasioned 
the poet to bestow on him the title of seint Julian ; a saint, as 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, distinguished for providing his 
votaries with good lodgings and accommodation of all sorts. 
Simon the leper, at whose house our Saviour lodged in Be- 
thany, is called, says Mr. Warton, in the Legends, Julian 
the good ficrborow, and bishop of Bethphage. In the title of 
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Vi3 Legend, MS. Bodl. 1596. fol. 4. St. Julian, Mr. Tyr- 
wbilt adds, is called " thegode hcrh^our; tb^ Legend ending 
thus; 

Therfore yet to this day thei that over lond wende, 
Hei biddeth Seint Julian anon that gode berberw he 

hem sende. 
And Seint Julianes Pater noster ofle seggeth also. 
For his fader soule and his moderes, that he hem bring 

therto. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt refers to the pleasant Tale of Boccacio in the 
Decameron, (Day 2. Nov. 2.) as an illustration of the virtue 
of Julian's Pater-noster. 

The precise import of Vavasour, by which name the 
Frankelein is also designated, is often, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, as 
obscure as its original. See Du Cange in V. And Lacombe, 
Diet, du vieux Lang. Fr. in V. Mr. Tyrwhitt considers the 
word here as meaning the whole class of middling Land- 
holders. 

I will not dismiss the Frankelein without Mr. Warton's 
happy observation, that " his impatience if his sauces were 
not sufficiently poignant, and every article of his dinner in 
due form and readiness, is touched with the hand of Pope or 
Boileau." 

THE COKE. 

This person has been deemed unworthy even of mention in 
Mr. Strutt's description of English habits. The poet indeed 
gives us no account of his dress. The painter, in the manu- 
script, has given some delineation of this domestick character. 
He wears a red doublet, and an apron; in one band he holds 
a small deep dish orporrenger, in the other a large three-pronged 
folk. Nor has the painter forgotten to represent the mortnal, or 
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gangrene, on kis shin; a circumstance, as Mr. Tyrwbitt has 
observed, by which Jonson, in his Sad Sheplterd, has also 
described a Cook. 

Of the coquinary skill, and the critical knowledge of Lon- 
don 1^, by which ^» charaeter is distinguished, some de- 
scriptive circumstances may be entertaining. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
professes himself unable to explain what kind of ingredient 
the pcudre marehant wbb, wUch the Cook knew so ably to 
employ. ** Cotgrave,^ he says, ** mentions ^pauidre blanche 
and a pouldre dc due, which seem both to have been used in 
Cookery.'' In the Preface to the Forme qf Cury, published 
by Mr. Pegge in 1780, some ^planation occurs in the re- 
mark on powder fart, which ia there considered as " a mix- 
ture of the warmer spices, pepper, ginger, &c. pulverised; and 
which> if you will si^poae it to be kept ready prepared by the 
vender, may be the powder marcham, found joined [iit the an^ 
etent Forme] in two places wiih potoder-douce. This, Spegfat 
•ays, is what gingerbread is made of; but Skinner disap- 
pronres this «q>lanation, yet, says Mr. Urry, givea none of 
his own/' Tlae powder-douce is thought to have been the 
powder of galir^le. See the Glossary in V. Galingale, In 
our ancient Cookery the mortar is said to have been in great 
request; some messes being actually denominated from itj» 
aa mortrews, which Chaucei^s Cook could make. See the 
Forme of Cury, ut supri. Mr. Tyrwhitt cites, from Lord 
Bacon's Natural' History, '* a mortress made with the brown 
of capons stamped and strained;" which he considers as a 
rich broth, or soupe, in the preparation of which the flesh 
was stamped, or beat, in a mortar; whence is probably de- 
rived its name, me mortreuse; though he cannot assert that 
he ever met with the French word* 

Whether the London ak was a different sort of ale from 
diat sold in the provinces, or only better made, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt is not able to say: but he shews that it was in request 
above a century after Chaucer. In the account of the feast 



Digitized by 



Google 



nOM Tn POBTXY OF GHAUCBlw SSS 

«r ArcblNsfaop Waribam in 1504, are tke feUonring artide*. 
Lcl. Collect App. P. ii. p. 30. 

De cervisia Londini iiii. dol. vi li. 

De cerviaia; Cant vi dol. prec. doL zzv a. 

De cervisia Ang. Bere xz. dol. prec. dol. xziii b. iv d* 
80 Aai Londom ale, Mv. Tyrwiiitt abaeiwa, wm highev than 
Kentifih by 5t. a battel. Tbe potency of the tdtqfSm/tkh 
werk, which Chancer abo ceiebrates* has however escaped 
Che notice of the learned critick. Of this thi« Poet** M^kr 
was aa fbnd, aa his Cook waa of the Londom And, in tile 
PraloguetohiaTale, he accovdingly sayi^ (ver. %i4fl. edi^ 
TyrwhittJ 



- if that I mispeke or say. 



Wile \tthtakqf Soutkvfcrk, I you pmy: 

This ale, indeed, was once in proveiiNal renown. " Like a 
true ale-stake,'' says an old commentator on Chaucer, '' he 
[the Miller] tek you where the best ale is; tfnd this was 
made good long ago, aa may appear 1^ that overworn Pro- 
verb^ 

The nappy strong Ak qf SiMtkwirke 
Keeps many a gossip fra the kirke." 

See A Comment upon the MiUer^s Tale and the Wife of 
Bath, 12mo. Lood. 1665. p. 9. 



THE SHIPMAN. 

In the Manuscript, this Pilgrim is painted in a gown- of 
daik colour^ reaching to his knees; having his dagger under 
his aim, suspended by a laoe. His Aooe is truly repreKUtod 
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al browu He wem a furred cap, of a daik or dirty criniBOii 
colour. 

THE DOCTOUR OP PHISICKE. 

This Pilgrim, according to the Poet's description, was ha> 
bited in garments of purple and light blue. In the Manu- 
script, his surcoat is of bright purple, and his hood (which 
reaches over his head and low over his shoulders) of blue, 
deeply, furred with white; in which kind of ornamented dress 
a Physician is. described in the Vidans qf Pierce Phumum. 
The miniature represents him also pondering, as it were, on 
the contents of a large phial. His stockings are of the same 
colour as his surcoat 

The practices of this physician in regard to magike naturel 
are illustrated by the poet, as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, in 
^HcuteqfFame, B. iii. 175. 

And clerkes eke, which conne wel 
All this magyke naturel. 
That craflely do her ententes 
To maken in certayne ascendenta 
Ymages, lo! through which magyke 
To maken a man ben hole or seke. 

The character of this Pilgrim, Mr. Warton has remarked, 
preserves to us the state of medical knowledge, and the course 
of medical erudition then in fashion. See Hist £ng. Poet 
i. 439. Mr. Tyrwhitt refers those who are curious to know 
more of the books which composed our Physician's library, to 
the Account of Authors, &c. in Urry's edition of Chaucer, 
Fabric. Bibl. Med. JEt, and the Elench. Medicor. Vet 
apud eund. Bibl. Gr. torn. xiii. I may refer them also to 
the very interesting and abundant information on this subject 
in Warton's History of English Poetry, vol. i. p. 439*^*444. 
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Chaucer, he obwrves^ having mentioned the bodes of the 
Physician, coald not forbear to add a strdce of satire so na- 
taraliy introduced: 

His studie was but litel in the Bibk. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt observes that the names of Hippocras and 
Gulicn, which occur in the description of this chaimcter, were 
used even by the Latin writers of the middle ages for Hippo- 
crates and Galen ; and he cites accordingly, from Dugdale's 
Monasticon, tom. 1. p. \S4f* 

Magnus eram medicus, Hypocras sum nomine dictus : 
Alter et egregius vocitatus eram Galicnu$. 



THE WIF OF BATHR 

This fair but not bashful Pilgrim, whose occupations and 
turn of mind are finely delineated by the poet, appears in the 
Manuscript with a very winning coi^ntenance. « She is there 
drawn in a blue outer garment of the petticoat kind, and in 
a surcoat of red, with a golden girdle. The former of these 
garments is bound round her hips, and reaches over her feet 
One of her spurs is visible. The stirrup of her saddle is gilded. 
She holds in her hand a whip. She wears a wimple, not 
unlike what has been called in modem times a mob>cap; and 
over it a broad black hat (not indeed unlike a buckler) with 
strings. She rides astride, unlike the Prioress and Nun. 

Her art of cloihtnaking may be illustrated, as Mr. Warton 
has shewn, by observing that she lived in the neighbourhood 
of Bath ; a country famous for clothing to this day. It was 
thought no disgrace, says Mr. Strutt, for a lady of quality to 
be a good housewife, and to superintend the making of such 
cloth as was necessary for the family ; and, in many instance^ 
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an additional quantity for the purposes of charity. He ac- 
cordmgly cites the Wif of Bathe's accomplishaient in the art 
of making fine cloth. See Habits of the People of England, 
ii. 191. 

The poet represents this jolly dame as having had hus* 
bands at the church-door five. Perhaps the ceremony here 
mentioned loay not be (^vious to every reader. Mr. Warton 
ohicrvea^ diat, at the wouihem entrance of Norwich cathedral, 
a represenitation of the etpoit$als, or Mcrament of marriage, 
is carved in ston^; for here the hands of the couple were 
joined by the priest, and great part of the service performed : 
here also the bride was endowed with what was called Detu ad 
ostuan (Kckiut. See Hist. Eng. Poet i. 437. — Heame, in 
his Appendix to the History of Glastonbury, published the 
form of matrimony, as celebrated at the chtvch-door, from a 
Missal secundum usmn Hertford in his possession, to which 
Mr. Warton refera the reader. But this custom, as Mr. 
Grough has also observed, was not peculiar to Hereford; wit- 
ness the Missals in utum Sanm, 1503, 1526. See British 
Topography, i. 412. The custom was, that the parties did 
not enter the church till that part of the office, where the 
minister now goes up to the altar and repeats the psalm. 



THE PERSONE. 

The saicoat and hood of this amiable and venerable Pil- 
grim axe, in the Manuscript, of scarlet; such being the habit 
of a ministering priest in England, until the time of queen 
Elizabeth. In his countenance there is much meekness. His 
hands are crossed upon his breast; and round hit waist is ap- 
parently a girdle of beads. 

In describing the sanctity, simplicity, sincerity, patience, 
industry, courage, and conscientious impartiality, of this 
excellent parish-priest, Chaucer, Mr. Warton observes, has 
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shewn his good aenoe and good heart. Dryden, in bis imi- 
tation of the character, is said to have applied it to bbhop 
Ken. See HisL Eng. Poet i. 448. I am led to think that 
Goldsmith had also cast his eye on Chaucer's engaging de* 
scriptiou, and that he accordingly transferred a trait or two 
of the clerical character in its brightest Tiew to Hht Ecclesi- 
astick in his Detctted VUkge. 



THE MILLER. 

This Pilgrhn is repiesented in the Manuscript, as be is by 
the poet, in a white coat with a blue hood. The miniature 
aptly shews him also as a '^ stout chorW He is drawn 
playing on a bag*pipe. His head ia uncoiveied. He wean 
a sword and buckler by his side. 

The poet describes him as winning the ram, the usud 
prize at wrestliiig-aialches; which Mr. Tyrwhitt proves hy 
a reference to M. Paris's mention of such a contest at 
WestmiiMter in 1322, at which the prize was a ram. A 
very curious description of this pilgrim as a goliardeis, has 
been thus given hj the same critidc Vk GoHardoia, Fr« 
Goliardus, or GoUardetuis, Lat This jovial sect seems 
to have been so called from GMiaa, the real or assumed 
name of a man of wit toward the end of the 12di cei^ 
tury, who wrote the Apocafypm CMim and odier pieces ia 
burlesque Latin rhymea» some of whkh have been fidsely 
attributed to Walter Map. See Ttnmef^s Bibl. Brii. in V. 
^Golias, and Du Cmge in V. Gohardus. There is a poem by 
one of this sect in MS. Bod, 3869, James, 32, which is en- 
titled Dicta cufuidam Goliardi Angfid, and begins this: 

Omnibus in Gallia, Anglus GoUardiM^ 
Obediens et humilis, ftaternonbastardus, 
l1 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 NOTES ON THB PRECSDING EXTRACT 

Golis discipulus, doleni quod tam tardus, 
Mandat salutem fratribus, nomine Richardiuw 

The last stanza is this : 

Summa salus omnium, filius Maris, 
Pascat, potet, vestiat pueroe Goliie, 
Et conservet socios sancts confrarie 
Ad dies usque nltimos Enoch et Elys. 

In several authors of the 1 3t1i century, quoted by Du Cange, 
the Goliardi are classed with the joctUatores et Intones. But 
see the Glossary subjoined to this volume. 

What Mr. Tyrwhitt proposes in explanation of the Miller's 
ihomb qfgoldt cannot perhaps be admitted without hesitation. 
If the allusion, he says, be, as is most probable, to the old 
proverb, Soery honest Miller has a thumb qfgold, this passage 
may mean, that our Miller, notwithstanding his thefts, was 
an honest Miller, that is, as honest as his brethren. 

I will not overpass the beard of our Miller, which Chaucer 
says was broad as a spade. This decoration of the chin conti- 
nued to be in high estimation, nearly two centuries after Chau- 
cer; for thus, in LyXWe's Midas, published in 1592, Motto 
says to Dello, " I instructe thee in the phrases of our elo- 
quent occupation, as, How, sir, will you be trimmed ? Will 
your have your beard like a spade or a bodkin ? a pent-house 
on your upper-lip, kc" A« 3. S. 2. 



THE MANCIPLK 

Of this respectable Pilgrim the dress and appearance, in 
the Manuscript, are as follow. He wears a surcoat of light 
blue, with open sleeves, lined with light brown. His beard 
is forked. His little cap is of light brown. At his girdle de- 
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pentk, from a white aash, his gipcerie or purBC, of a brown 
colour also. la hit right hand be holds up a small bottle. 



THE REVK 

The Reve is drawn, in the Manuscript, very expressively 
as a thin cholerjck man. He appears to have been closely 
shaved ; his hair is roimded at the ears, and docked at the 
top like a priest's. His garment is blue, with a hood of scar- 
let over it His stockings also are scarlet His swoid is of 
an enormous size. 

The whole of this character, as Mr. Warton has observed, 
is happily pictured by the poet. " He was an officer of much 
greater trust and authority during the feudal authority than at 
present His attention to the care and custody of the manors, 
the produce of which was then kept in hand for ftimishing his 
lord's table, perpetually employs his time, preys upon his 
thoughts, and makes him lean and cholerick. He is the 
terrour of bailiffib and hinds; and is remarkable for his cir- 
cumspection, vigilance, and subtlety. He is never in ar- 
icar^v and no auditor is aUe to over-reach or detect him in 
his accounts; yet he makes more commodious purchases fixr 
himself than for his master, without forfeiting the good-will or 
bounty of the latter. Amidst these strokes of satire, Chabcer^s 
genius for descriptive painting breaks forth in the simple and 
beautiful description of the Reve's rural habitation, ver. 608.'^ 
See Hist Eng. Poet i, 451. 

The poet adds, that this Pilgrim in his youth had learned 
a good mystery or trade ; 

He was a well good wright, a cairpauert: 

Unlike the carpenter of Oseney Abbey, however, whom 
Chaucer elsewhere has delineated with inimitable force and 
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hmnour. I take this opportunity of illustrating a designation 
of the latter oarpenier, as Mr. Tyrwhitt doubto the authority 
of the glossarial application. See The MiUcrts Tale, ver. 
3187. 

Whilom ther was dwelling in Oxenforde 
A riche gnqf, that gestes held to hofde> 
And ofhis craft he was a carpenter. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt gives no other ilhntration of the unusual word 
gmqf tfian Ae following: •* Gnolfe, an old cuff, a miser. 
Gloss. Urr. I know not upon what authority." — ^Authority, 
howefvr, is not wanting. See A Comment upon the Mil- 
W% Tale and the Wife of Bath, 12mo. Lond. 1665. p. 8. 
** A rich gii^; a rich gmb^ or miserable caitiff, as I render 
it; which interpretation, to ht proper and significant, I 
gather hy Che sence of that antient metre? 

The caitiff gmtf sed to his crae. 

My meney is many, my incomes hut few. 

This, as I conceive, esqplalns the mithoi^s meaning; which 
seems no less s ec o nde d l»y that antient Englirfi bard : 

That gftof, iStxtt grub, of pesants mude. 
Had «tore of good, yet did no gnde.*' 



THE SOMPNOUR. 

This summoner of offenders against the canons into the 
archdeacon's court, is ^ry minutely represented, as to his 
habit and appearance, in the Manuscript He wears a jacket 
or sorcoat of bhie, and pantaloons of scarlet He has a large 
garland upon hts head, and by his side the bucieler made ap- 
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parently of a cake, under which it hta sword* In his hand 
he holds a letter or tuniinoDSiy aeakd. His fire^red fiioe is 
very conspicuous ; and the painter indeed has well expressed, 
what the poet has given to diis Sompnour, a visage fit to 
frighten chtldren ! 

llie Sompnour, Mr. Warton observes^ " is humourooaly 
drawn as counteracting his profession by his ezanijrfe : he is 
libidinous and voluptuous, and his rosy countenance belies 
his occupation. This is an indirect satire on the ecclesias- 
tical proceedings of those times/' — Piers the Plowman had 
before noticed this characlerisdck loowness of the Sompnour; 
reprehending particularly, in his indignant remits on those 
comiecled with the Churdi, ** mrncmrs tmd iknr lemmams/* 
Pass. 14>. The name, itviayhere be observed, was aftnw 
wards written mmmomr ; and is thus employed by ShdK^eane 
in K. Lear with an alkision to the office of the old mmpwomr. 
Milton writes it turnner; pronouncmg at the same fioK the 
whole race of these persons, and of appttriUirt, (the woid, 
which, by the way, has been adopted in oiodem times for 
sompmmrs,) to be ''a heWfesieriiig rabble/' See his Ani- 
madversions upon the Remonstrants Defence, &c. 

His affectation of Latin terras, which he had picked up 
from the decrees and pleadings of the Court, most ham 
formed, Mr. Warton says, a character htgMy ricficiilouB, 
Compare venes 640 — 6 (5. Of the Queith fiddjmtU, which 
he was wont to utter, Mr. Tyrwhilfs «iplanution is ; ^ That 
this kind of questiofi occurs fi«quent)y in IWph de Heng* 
ham. After havii^ stated a case, he adds, Qmdjwruf and 
then proceeds to give the answer to h. See Heng. Mag. 
c. xi. Esto aotem quod reus nullo modo venerit ad banc diem. 
Quid juris? &c. See also c. xii.'' 

He was a gentil karht, Chaucer saya ; the name harUt 
being anciently given to men as well as women. See Francis 
Thynne's remark in this volume, p. 79, and also the Gloa> 
sary. He had t» danger the yornig girls (who Mr. Tyiwhitt 
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saya may be of either sex, girl being, formerly an appellatio» 
common to both,) of the diocese; that is, according to Mr- 
Tyrwbitt's explanation, within the reach or controul of hta 
office; as in HisL Abbat. Pipwell, apud Mcmart. AngL torn, 
i. p. 315. " Nee audebant Abbates eidem reaiatere, quia 
aut pro denariis aut pro bladia semper fuerunt Abbatea in 
dangerio dicti Officialis/' — Ou Cange cites this example id 
V. Dangerium, where the reader may see other illustrations. 



THE PARDONERR 

This Pilgrim, Mr. Warton observes, is with great pfo- 
priety made the friend and companion of the preceding. . He 
is just arrived from the Pope, with abundance of '' pardona 
from Rome al bote;" having in his wallet, among other 
relicks, the Virgin Mar/s vail, and part of the sail of St Pe* 
ter's ship* My learned friend, George Chalmers, Esq* has, 
in his excellent edition of Sir David Lyndsay's Poems^ no- 
ticed a collection of ludicrous relicks, deserving comparison 
with these of the Pardonere, in the Satyre of the three 
Estaitis, vol. ii. p. 15. The Pardonere, the same critick 
has observed, was a frequent character in the old Moralities; 
as in Heywood's Four Ps; viz. the Palmer, the Pardoner, 
the Poticary, and the Pedlar. The Pardcncrt, Mr. Chal- 
mers add^ "were well known characters, at the epoch of 
the Reformation, . who retailed the Pppe's indulgences, for 
pcdit, in every Christian country. Chaucer exposed them 
to ridicule in England. Luther raised the indignation of 
Germany against them. And Lyndsay tried to make the 
Pardoner contemptible in Scotland.'' 

Of these persons the impositions on the credulity of the 
people were so notorious, as to occasion the check of autho- 
rity by the decrees of several Councils, and by parliamentary 
determination. See Du Cange io VV. Qua9tiani and Qwes- 
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donarius; under which general names^ Mr. Tyrwhitt rc-i 
marks, the venders qf indulgences are included. See also 
Stat. 22. H. 8. c. 12. By which, all Proctors and Par^ 
doners going about in any country, without sufficient autho- 
rity, are to be treated as vagabonds. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt can hardly think that Chaucer meant to bring 
his Pardoner from Ronceveaux in Nat>arre, and yet cannot 
find, he says, any place of that name in England. An Hos* 
pital Beatic Maria de Rouncyvalle in Charing, London, is 
mentioned in the MonasU tom. ii. p. 443 ; and there was a 
Rancevai^HaU m Oxford ; Stevens, ?ol. ii. p. 262. Whence 
Mr. Tyrwhitt concludes, that perhaps it was the name of 
some Fraternity. — ^The Hospital or Chapel of St Mary 
RouMcevai, in the Parish of St Martin in the Fields, was un- 
doubtedly a Cell to the Priory of Bouncevemuc in Navarre; 
and was endowed with lands. It was suppressed, among 
other Alien Priories, by K. Henry the fifth ; and was re- 
cdiBed by K. Edward the fourth, in Uie fifteenth year of his 
reign, when a Fraternity was founded, according to Stow; 
who observes (in bis Survey of London), that the same had 
been suppressed and turned mto tenements. See Newcourt's 
Diocese of London, vol. i. p. 693. See also Tanner's No- 
titia Monastica, Middlesex, sub Rotmcivatt. 

However lightly the character of the Pardoner may be 
estimated, I must not omit to remark, that the Tale, which 
the Po^t occasions him to recite, is extremely interesting in 
its dramatick and moral cflTect Nor may I decline defend- 
ing this Pilgrim from a charge, hasiily made, of misquoting 
in his Tale the commandments ; the third for the second. Sec 
The Canterbm^y Tales of Chaucer, completed in a inoderu 
Version, by the Rcv.W. Lipscombe, vol. iii. p. 166. The 
words of Chauc€r^c» rcciter are these : 

Behold and S3e, that in the firste table 
Of highe Goddes hestes honourable. 
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How that the $econd best of him is thia^ 
Take not m^ name in id<l ar amis. 

To an elegaat and correct modernization of thia paaaage, and 
indeed the whole of Mr. Lipacombe's version may be pro- 
nounced as almost uniformly correct and elegant, this note 
is sulijotned. ''I cannot omk remariung the keenness of 
Chaucer^B satire, who, in drawing the picture of an ignorant 
and unprincipled priest^ makes him misquote the command- 
menU; the third for the second.'' 

This is not the &ct Chancer levelled no satire here against 
his Pardoner. Thoae Papistical times, as well as later, coun- 
tenanced* without shame, the omiasion, in the decalogue of 
our second commandment ; and, in the decalogue thus mu- 
tilated, the second precept is, Thau thalt not take the LartTt 
name in vain, &c. The nmnber of the commandment^ how- 
ever, was preserved by a dimeian qf the tenth. I will give a 
proof of the tUvinon, and also a strange statement of the 
second commandment, as they occur in a metric^ Manuscript, 
which I consider nearly coeval with Chaucer's writings. BibL 
Monast. Fletewod. p. 



In hevene schal dwelle all crysten men 
That knowe and kepe goddes byddings ten. 

I. Thou schalt love god w^ herte entere, 
Wtb al thi soole and al thi might; 
Other god in no manere^ 

Thou schalt no have by day nor nyght 

II. Thi goddes mune and bauti^ 
Thou schalt not take for toelnorwo; 
Dismembre hym not ya/ on rodatre 
ffor ye was mad boyth blak and bio. 

III. Thi holy dayes kepe weel also, &C 
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This is the diTiwrn of the teoth commandment : 

IX. Tbi Deghbores vyf yu not detyre. 
Nor wojnman non thurgh syone covneyte^ 
But 119 holykirke volde it were. 
Bight 80 thi purpot loke yu sette. 
X' Hou8 nor load nor other thyag, 
Thou schalt not covette wrongfully. 
But kepe wed ay goddes biddyng, 
And criaten feitb love stcdfiotely. 

It remains that I should deaerifae the dt«ss and appearance 
of our Pardoner in the Afbnuscript His Ufpf yellow hair is 
spread, in parted locki^ ;iipoD his shoulders. His surcoat is 
scarlet trimmed with white. His,c«p is a|si9 scarlet, with 
the vemicle obvious in the fiont His stockings are blue. 
In his hand be carries tbe crois ^qf Uuon, coloured at the 
points, yellow, red, and ,blue. His preqious waUet rests on 
his horse's breast dep^Miing from tJiie ^eck by white strings. 



THfi MOST. 

Of this facetious person there Jin no picture in the Manu- 
script, for the reaspn abeadgr givien. See p. ^23 h Yet wwog 
the rest, no (:haracter perhitps ca^i be pronouoee^l n^re con- 
spicuous than this Master of the Tabarde, where the Pil- 
grims are assembled. '* He has ;C|Hich good lense,'' says 
Mr. Warton, " and discoven great talents for managing and 
regulating a large companj; and to him we ace iodebted for 
the happy proposal of obligipg rovery Pilgrim to tell a story 
during their journey to Can^rbxiry. His ioAerpositions be- 
tween the Tales are very useful and enlivening; and he is 
jiomething like the Cbosys on the Greoan atage. He is of 
^jte^it service in .c^ouragiiig eacji .person .to begin his part, in 

Mm 
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conducting the scheme with spirit, in making proper obser- 
vations on the merit or tendency of the several stories, in set- 
tling such disputes [as] must naturally arise in the course of 
such an entertainment, and in connecting all the narratives into 
one continued system. His love of good cheer, experience 
in marshalling guests, address, authoritative deportment^ and 
facetious disposition, are thus expressively displayed by 
Chaucer. 

Gret chere made our Hoste us everich on. 
And to the sou per sette he us anon: 
And served us with vitaille of the beste. 
Strong was the win, and wel to drinke us leste. 
A semely man our Hoste was with alle 
For to ban ben a marshall in an halle. 
A large man he was with eyen stepe, 
A fairer burgeis is ther non in Chepe : 
Bold of his speche, and wyse and wel ytaught, 
And of manhood him lacked righte naught 
Eke thereto was he right a mcry man, &c."— 

Of the agreement which the Pilgrims entered into, at the 
suggestion of our Host, with respect to the number of Tales 
that each person was to tell, this is Mr. Tyrwhitt*^B illustra- 
tion; after observing, that the Host's proposal stands thus> 
with very little variation in all the Manuscripts : 

This is the point, to speke it plat and plain. 
That eche of you, to shorten with youre way. 
In this viage shall tellen tales tway. 
To Canterbury ward, I mene it so; 
And homeward he shall tellen other two — 

" From this passage we should certainly conclude, that each 
of them was to tell tu?o tales in their journey to Canterbury^ 
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and two wore in the journey home ward : but all the other 
passages in which mention is made of this agreement^ would 
rather. lead us to believe, that they were to tell only one tale 
in each journey ; and the Prologue to the Parson's Tale 
strongly confirms this latter supposition. The Host there 

j»y«» 

Now lacketh us no tales mo than on — 

and, calling upon the Parson to tell tliis one tale which was 
wanting, he says to him> 

ne breke thou not our play. 

For every man, save thou, hath told his tale. 

The Parson therefore had not told any tale before, and only 
one tale was expected from him (and consequently from each 
of the others) upon that journey* It is true, that a very 
s)ight alteration of the passage first cited would reconcile 
that too to this hypothesis. If it were written. 

That eche of you, to shorten with youre way. 
In this viage shall tellen tales tway; 
To Canterbury ward, 1 mene it, o, 
And homeward he shall tell another /o— - 

the original proposition of the Host would perfectly agree 
with what appears to have been the subsequent practice. 
However, I cannot venture to propose such an alteration of the 
text, in opposition to so many manuscripts, some of them of the 
best note; and therefore the reader, if he is so pleased, may 
consider this as one of those inconsistencies, which prove too 
plainly that the author had not finished his work." Intro- 
duct. Disc, to the Canterb. Tales, § vii. 

We must not however forget, that Chaucer himself tells 
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tv(ro (ales. And though^ in the Prologue, tWenty-tiine Pil- 
^im^ dre expressly diiid to be the number of the complitiy, 
the characters described ate more. * See Tbynne's remaric in 
this volume, p. 14*. 

The CHanon's Y£M1N 'has obtained no place among the 
Characters in ihe Prologue, yet he recii€8 a Tak. Accord- 
iugly a representation of hi^^dress is foondin the Manuscript 
He there appears in a green vest, with brown pantaloons, 
and short or quarter boots. His head-dress is also brown. 
Affixed to his girdle, behind him, is a wallet of no mean 
size. 

Among the Tales which remain, says Mr. Wavton, there 
are none of the PRIORESSES Chai^LAINS, the HaBeRDASHER, 
CARPENTfik, Web&e, Dyer, 1'apiser, and HostK. Mr. 
Warton certainly forgot the NONNES Preest*s Tale ; for, 
however objectionable the ndmber of three Priests or Chap- 
lains attendant on the Prioress has been thought^ (see p. 23S.) 
the Character, designated by the JwCt ds the NoNnes 
PREfeSt, may fairly be considered as one of the Prioress's 
.train. In the Manuscript he appears Vested in a surcoat of 
brownish purple, with a blue hood or tippet. He wears a 
small red cap, t^ith a knot or t^sel at the top. Either his 
gamient is delicately furred at the neck and Wrists, or his 
fine linen is there appat^nt. The trappings df his horse are 
coloured blue. 

The Plowman, we know, occurs among the Characters 
in the Prologue ; but the Tale, which has been giv^ to him 
in sofhe editions of Chaueer's poetry, is certainly not authen- 
tick. It \b Wanting in the best Manuscripts. And Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has justly rejected it 

The Haberdasher, Carpenter, Webbe, DVElft, and 

Tai^isER, are represented by the poet '' in one livery of a 

solemn and great -fraternity,^ and wilh such other disfinc- 

' tions as bespeak the wealth and the importance of London 

citizens. 
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Chaucer himaelf appears (n the manuscript at the open* 
ing of Melibeus's T«le» in a vest or gipon of very dark 
violet^ nearly black. His bonnet is of the same colour. His 
anelace is gilt His boots are black. And the trappings of 
his pony are partially gilt. The frontispiece to this book 
is a fac-simile of theminiatare. 

We have now assembled the whole party. The circum- 
stances of their setting out are next to be considered. These^ 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, " are related succinctly and na- 
turally; and the contrivance of appointing the Knight by lot 
to tell the lirat tale, is a happy one, as it affords tlie author 
the opportunity of giving his work a splendid opening, and 
at the same time does not infringe that apparent equality, 
tipoQ which the fitedom of discourse and consequently the 
ease and good humour of every society so entirely depend. 
The general satisfiction, which this appointment is said to 
give to the consptoy, puts us in mind of a similar gratification 
to the secret wishes of the Grecian army, when the lot of 
fighting with Hector falls to Ajax ; though there is oot the 
least probability that ChAucer had ever read the Iliad, even 
in a translation/' Introduct Disc, ut supr. ^ viii. The ce- 
remony of drawing cutte occurs also in the Canterbury Tales, 
and Mr. Tyrwhitt says that Froissart calls it tircr d ia Umguc 
pailk, V. i. c. 294. 

In illustrating the diversions of our ancestors, Mr. Wmrton 
has stated, " that when a company was assembled, if a jugler 
or minstrel were not present, it was their custom to entertain 
themselves by relating or hearing a aeries of adventures. Thus 
the general plan of the Canterfou/y Tales, which at first sight 
seems to be merely an ingenious invention of the poet to serve 
a particular occasion, is in great measure feunded on a 
fashion of ancient life. And Chaucer, in supposing each of 
the Pilgrims to tell a tale as they are travelling to Bedcet's 
ihrine, only makes them adopt a mode of aoKwement 
which was common to the conversations of his age. I 
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do not deny, that Chaucer haa shewn his address in the use 
and application of this practice." Dissert on ihe Gesta 
Rom. Hist Eng; Poet iii. Ixiv. — Mr. Warton's reasoning is 
ingenious; but I suppose that Chaucer knew the practice ob- 
served in pilgrimages, so sarcastically noticed by his poetical 
predecessour in Pierce Plowman's Visions : 

Pilgnmes and palmers plyght hem togyther 
For to seke S. James and sayntes at Rome : 
They went forth theyr way uy/A many wyse tales. 
And had leve to lye all hyr lyfe after, &c. 

Or Chaucer might allude to another custom, not noticed by 
Mr. Warton or Mr. Tyrwhitt The itinerant poets of the 
twelfth and two following centuries, who carried about the 
learning and amusements of the times, defrayed the expences 
of their supper and lodgings by a Tale in verse. These 
were not the jougleurs, the attendants upon the troubadours 
of Provence; but the poets, and inhabitants of the northern 
parts of France ; whose customs and tales were consequently 
more likely to be communicated to the southern parts of Eng- 
land. These Tales were recited in verse, as the following 
quotation will shew. See Fabliaux et Contes des Poetes 
Fran9ois des xi, xii, xiii, xiv, et xv Siecles, publ. par Bar- 
bazan, nouv. edit par Meon, vol. iii. Pref. p. ix, et p. 196. 

A cest mot fenist cis fabliaus. 
Que nous avons en rime mis 
Pour conter devant noz amis 

Which words, in the opinion of a learned friend, imply that 
the Tales were generally made in prose by \he fabler, and put 
into verse by the relater ; at least, that these were sometimes 
distinct pertons. Hence, my friend observes, as these stories 
were related in verse, there is another propriety to be noticed 
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in Chaucer's making all bis characters speak in versej except 
the Parson; to enliance the gravity of whose character, a 
Tale* in prose might be thought more suitable. Chaucer's 
own relation, . I must add, of the Tale of Melibeus^ is in 
prose ; though Mr. Thomas, in his manuscript notes upon 
Chaucer (Ed. Urr.) in the British Museum, has obs^Wed 
that this Tale seems to have been written in blank verse. It 
is certain, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, that in the former part of it 
we find a number of blank verses intermixed, in a much 
greater proportion than in any of our author's other prose 
writings. But this poetical style is not, be thinks, remaiic- 
able beyond the first four or five pages. 

To return from this discussion to the practice of repeating 
a Tale for a supper. The following illustrations will be suf- 
ficient. See the Fabliaux flee, ut supr. vol. iii. Pref. p. ix. 

Usage est en Normandie, 
Que qui hebergiez est, qu'il die 
Fable ou Chanson die i son oste. 
Ceste costume pas n'en oste 
Sire Jehans li Chapelains. 

As also in another Tale : 

£t quant a vint apres souper. 
Si commencerent 4 border, 
£t conter de lor avians 
Leurs aventures, leurs fabliaus. 

Chaucer might have borne in remembrance this custom; and, 
instead of demanding " leurs fabliaus'' after supper, might 
prefer the relation of them on the road. But the satire of 
Pierre Plowman, I think, presents the prototype of the 
Tales told by the way. Yet we must not overpass the Host's 
allusion, in the promise which be makes: 
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And which of you that bereth htn best of afle. 
That n to sayn, that tellet^ in thia caa 
Tales of beat sentence and aoks, 
Shal haw a aouper at youre alle coat, See, 

Tivilt not condnde the deicnption of our Host, without 
noticing the office for Which the poet aays be waa particularly 
qualiied; that of manhaU in an haii; especially as it will 
enable me to introduce aome circumstances relating k> other 
ancient customs, which, I am persuaded, wiU gratify 4ie 
reader. The marahaU qf 4he ^aJU was accustomed to place; 
at publick festivals, ei^ry person according to his ranL It 
was his duty also to preserve peace and order. See Spenser, 
F. Q. V. ix. 28. So the king, in Gowerfs Coffftss, Amantis 
lib. yiii. fol. 177. b. edit. 1532. 

' bad his marskaU qf hu kail 
To setten hym in such degre. 
That he upon hyra myght se, &c. 

In elder times we find the marshal, on solemn occasions, re- 
ceiving the shields and different insignia of the nobility, and 
suspending them in halls according to the raiik of their owners. 
See the very curious and interesting Memoirs of the Irish 
Bards, &c by Jos^h Cooper Walker, Esq. p. 24. The 
word, however, was so connected with scenes of gaiety^ that 
Milton, we find, uses the expvession of "ifurshaWd feast,'' 
P. L. ix. 37. Even at ruatick sports^ and before the time of 
Milton, the officer called marshal qf the fidd was an attend* 
ant This circumstamoe I purpose to iUostrate by some in-, 
teresting extracts from a pamphlet; of which the sul^t 
has deeply engaged the attention of all the commentators 
csi Shakspeare, but the contents -aippear not to have been 
explored by any* Mr. Warton has, in a note on Shak- 
speare's morrice-dance, mentioned the existence of this 
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tract, but nothing further. Mr. Douce, in his late Illus- 
trations of Shakspeare, professes to hare never seen a copy. 
Indeed the information which it exhibits, ought not, I may 
say would not, have been withheld, if the book had fallen in 
the way, or had been procured by the diligent inquiries, of 
criticks and antiquaries. But it is of extreme rarity. The 
copy, from which I make the following extracts, is among 
the printed books in the Pepysian collection at Magdalen 
College, Cambridge. It is entitled, " Old Meg of Here- 
ford-shire for a Mayd-Marian : and Hereford Town for a 
Morrin-daunce. Or Twelve Morris-dancers in Hei^fbrd- 
shire, of twelve hundred yeares old. Lond. 1609.^' 4to« 
bl. 1. — It is a real account of performers of this description, 
at Hereford, before the gentry of that county. It is dedi- 
cated " To that renowned ox-Ieach, old Hall» Taborer of 
Herefordshire, and to his roost invincible weather-beaten 
nutbrowne Tabor, being alreadie old and sound, threescore 
yeares and upward.'' 

This musician. Hall, is described as aged 97, and the 
other musician, who accompanied the dancers, (Squire of 
Hereford,) 108. 

Then follow the names and ages of the 4 Whifflers, or 
Marshaka qf the field, as they afe expressly denominated ; 
two of whom number 108 years each, the third 105 yeari» 
and the fourth 102. 

Aitor these important penonagea follow the names and 
ages of the twelve dancers; two of whom number 106 yean 
each, two 102 years each, four 97 years each, one onfy 96, 
the Maide-Marian (Meg Goodwin of Erdestand) 120, and 
John Mando, " a very good two-hand-sword man," just a 
century, with another of the same age. They were in all 
eighteen persons, whose united ages made 1837 years. A 
most extraordinary spectacle. 

" But,*' »ays the writer of the pamphlet' '' will you know 
what fashion was observed amongst the Musitians, and what 
Nn 
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habits the Dauncers took upon them ? Here take a Tiew of 
both. The Muiiitians, and the twelue Dauncers, had long 
coates of the old fasliion, hie sleeues gathered at the elbowes, 
and banging sleeues behind: the stufie red Buffin, strip't 
with white, girdlea with white, stockings white, and redde 
roses to their thooes : the one me, a white Jewes cap, with 
a Jewell, and a long red feather : the other, a scarlet Jewes 
cap, with a jewel), and a white feather: So the Hobbi- 
horse, and so the Maid-Marrion was attired in colours: the 
Wiflers had *long staves, white and red. And after the 
daunce was ended, diuene Courtiers that won wagers at 
[Hereford] race, took thoae colours, and wore them in their 
bats.". Sign.B.4. b. 

The company, before which they exhibited their skill, 
consisted of Lord Herbert of Ragland,. Sir Thomas Somer- 
set. Sir Edward Swift, Sir Thomas Mildmay, and many 
other knights and persons of distinction. For themselves and 
their dancing they crave attention, in a metrical address, 
iran those 



servants of our mightie king> 



Thai came from Court one hundred mile. 
To see our race and sport this Springs &c/' 

Then, recording their saltatory powers, the writer of the 
pamphlet makes this pithy simile. Sign. C. S. " They 
shewed in their dauncing and mooring vp and downe, as if 
Mawlborae billes, in the verie depth of winter, when all 
their heads are covered (insteade of white woollie cappes) 
with snow, had sbooke and daunoed at some earth-quake !'* 

• Tb«cBa%Da of tbcir office uACnv^dk- 
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On the Floure and the Leafe, 

I have selected this poem, on account of its subserviency 
to the illustration of Gower as well as Chaucer^ and because 
it exhibits the powers of the latter in descriptions of a verj 
different kind from what we have been considering; I mean 
rural objects^ and allegorical characters. 

The poem was printed^ for the first time, by Speght, in 
his edition of 1597-8. Mr. Tyrwhitt does not think its au- 
thenticity so clear as that of Chaucei's Drcme; but he admits 
that the subject, at leas^ is alluded to by Chaucer in the 
Legendc qf Goode Women, ver. 188. 

But nathelesse, ne wene'nat that I make 
In praising qfthe FUmre again the Ltfe, 
No more than of the come again the shefe. 

The Legtnde abounds with avowals of Chaucei's homage to 
the Dai^; the adoration of which is celebrated, in the 
Fhmre and Leqfis, by the joint chorus of Knights and Ladies, 
answering the last line of the lady's bergeret or pastoral song, 
Si douce est la fnarguerite. From Chaucer^s repeated com- 
mendations of the Daisy^flotoer, we must not however infer, 
according to Mr. Tyrwhitt, thai he was 8|)ecial]y favoured 
by Margaret, countess of, Pembroke. For this notion Mr. 
Tyrwhitt could find no other foundation than that of Speght, 
who first started it; and who says that *' it may appeare in di- 
vers treatises by him written, as in the Prologue of the Le- 
gend of Good Women under the name of the Daysie, and 
likewise in a ballad beginning. In the season qf Peverier" 
The ballad is among, the additions made by J. Stowe to 
Chaucer's Works in 1561, and, "like .the greatest part of 
ttiose additions, is ^ very dubious authority, to use the gentlest 
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teiins; but supposing it genuine, there is nothing in it to 
make us believe that it had any reference to the Countess of 
Pembroke. That its commendations of the daisy ought not 
to weigh with us is very plain from the other piece cited by 
Mr. Speght ; for 'FfiC Legcnde qf Good Women, in which he 
imagines the Lady Margaret to be honoured under the name 
of the Daisy^ was * certainly not written till at least twelve 
years after that lady's death. The Countess Margaret must 
have died not later than 1370, as the earl's son by his second 
wife Anne was about nineteen years of age when he was 
killed in a tournament in 1391. Holinshed, p^ 471. It is 
possible that le Vit dc laflcur de lis ei dt la Marguerite, by 
Guillaume De Machaut, Acad, dcs Insc. t. xx. p. 381, and 
the Dittie de la fiour de la Margherite by Froissurt, ibid, 
t X. p. 669, (neither of which had the least relation to the 
Countess of Pembroke) might furnish us with the true key to 
those mystical compliments which our poet has paid to the 
daisjf-JloxoerJ' Mr. Tyrwhitt's Appendix to his Prefece. 

Speght had probably been led to make his assertion on 
conjecture; concluding that personal designation must ne* 
cessarily be intended in a word of double meaning : and he 
perhaps congratulated himself on his ingenuity, in having 
met with, or having heard of, what might seem to favour 
such conjecture, a collection of poems, by Margaret of Va- 
lois, published under the playful title, in 1547, ofLesiWar- 
guerites de la Marguerite des Princesses. Mr. Warton has 
hastily followed Speght's authority. But the next editor of 
the History of English Poetry will not be misled, after Mr. 
Tyrwhitt's detection of this misapplied designation. 

The connection of the Floure and Leafc mth the poetry of 
Gower is this. A portion of the fourth book in the Cor^fessio 
Jmantis, written in Gower^s most poetical manner, presents 

* See Mr. Tyrwhitt't IntroduO. Disc, to the Canterbuxj Talesa for th« 
date of the Legende, n. 3. 
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an evident imitation of this poem. Tbk diacofery belongs 
to Mr. Warton; whose statement will be. read with pleasure. 
See the Hist £ng. Poet vol. ii« p. 26. " Roeiphele, a beautiful 
princess^ but setting love at defiance, the daughter of JHenipus 
king of Armenia, is taught obedience to the lawsof Ctyid hj 
seeing a vision of Ladies. 

* Whan come was the montbe of May> 
She wolde walke upon a day; 
And that was er the sunne ariste, 
t Of women but a Sewe it wiste; 
And forth she wente prively 
Unto the parke was faste by. 
All sofle walkende on thfe gras» 
Tyll she came % there the launde was 
Through which there ran a great rivtt^; 
It thought hire fair ; and seide, here 
I will abide under the shawe ; 
And bad hire women to* withdrawex 
And ther she stood alone stillt 
To thinke what was in hir wiUe. 
She syh the swote floures springs 
She herde gladde fowles singe, &c. — 
And so began liiere a quarele 
Betwene love and hire oghne herte. 
Fro whicbe she couthe noght asterte 
And as she cast hire eie aboute» 
She sigb, clad in one suite, a route 
Of ladys where tbei comen ride 
Alonge under the wode side; 
On faire amblende hors thei 8ete> 

* The text is corrected from the MS. of Power, Na H. 
f That is, but m few of her women knew of thii. 
t Tbatvbtrt the Isnd wbi. 
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That were a1 whyte, iatte, and grete ; 
And everichone thei ride * on aide. 
The sadels were of such a pride. 
With perle and golde so wel begone^ 
So riche syh she never none ; 
In IdrteU and in copes riche 
Thei weren clothed alle aliche^ 
Departed even of whyie and blew. 
With alle lustes that the knew 
Thei were embrouded oyer al : 
Her bodies weren long and smal. 
Hie beautee of her fityre face, 
Ther mai non ertUy thing deface. 
Corones on her bed thei here. 
As eche of hem a qoeene were ; 
That aU the golde of Craus haUe 
The leste coronaU of alle 
Ne might have bogfat, after the worth. 
Thus come thei ridend ibrtfae. 
The kynges dougfater, which diis sjfa> 
For pure abasshe drewe hir adiyh, 
And helde hir close undir the bough. 

** At length she sees riding in the rear of this splendid 
troops on a horse lean, galled, and lame, a beautiful ladj 
in a tattered garment, her saddle mean and much worn, but 
her bridle richly studded with gold and jewels; and round 
her waist were more than an hundred hahers. The princess 
asksthe meaningof this strange procession; and is answered 
by the huiy on the lean horse, tiiat these are spectres of ladies 
who, when living, were obedient and &ithful votaries of love. 
' As to myself, she adds, I am now receiving my annual pe- 
nance for being a rebel to love/ 

• AmiikoTUflinak. 
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For I whilom no love hadde ; 
My bore is now so feble and badde. 
And a] to torn is myn aray ; 
And everie yeer this freshe May 
These lustie ladys ride aboute. 
And I must nedes sew her route^ 
In this manner as ye now se> 
And trusse her halters forth with me. 
And am but as her horse>knaye. 

" The princess then asks her, why she wore the rich 
bridle, so inconsistent with the rest of her fomitare, her 
dress, and horse? The lady answers, that it was a badge 
and reward for having loved a knight faithfully for the last 
fortnight of her life. 

* Now have ye herd aU mine answere ; 
To god, madam, I yon betake. 
And wameth alle, for my sake. 
Of love that tliei ben noght ydd, 
Ad^ bid hem thinke upon my bridcl/ 
And with diat worde, all sodenly 
She passetb, as it were a sky. 
All clean out of the ladys sight 

'* My readers will easily conjectnre the change which thia 
spectacle must naturally produce in the obdurate heart of 
the princess of Annenia.— 

" There is forther proof, that the ^oure and Lu(ft pre« 
ceded the Caitfctsio AmamU, In the eighth book, Gower^s 
lovers are crowned with the Flower and Leaf. 

Myn eie I caste all aboutea 

To knowe amonge hem who was who: 

I sih where lustie Youthe tfao. 
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As he which was a capitein. 
Before all other upon the plein, 
Stode with his route wel begon: 
Her heades kempt, and therupon 
Garlandes not of one colour. 
Some of the Irfe, some of the Jlaure^ 
And some of grete perles were. — 

Having cited this obligation of Gowcr to the Floure and 
Lcqfe^ I am led to wonder at the coldness with which Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has admitted the authenticity of Chaucer's poem. 
See p. 275. From no other writer, however, has this sus- 
picion derived a shadow of corroboration. The various pic* 
turesque occurrences, the romantidc vein, throughout the 
poem, are surely in no respect unworthy the pen of Chaucer. 
Let us review the lively circumstances which distinguish it 
They are these. The gentlewoman's departure fipom her 
house, on a May morning, to hear the nightingale; her en- 
trance into a pleasant and almost pathless grove ; her arrival 
at a very curious arbour, where, during her repose in it, the 
songs of the goldfinch and the nightingale successively enter- 
tain her, and delicious odours regale her ; the sweet inter- 
ruption of female voices, followed by the appearance of the 
Ladies qf the Le(|f advancing from the neighbouring grove; 
the profusion of their decorations; their singing and dancing; 
the approach of the /^nights qfthe Leqf from the same grove; 
their pompous procession ; their justs; and the united ado- 
ration, in song and dance, of Ladies and Knights to a lau- 
rel-tree, the shade of which would cover an hundred persons; 
and in which the nightingale sings the whole service belong, 
ing to May. To these attractive pageantries succeed the in* 
troduction of the Knights and Ladies qf tlie Flower ; their 
advancing hand in hand on the wide field, proceeded by nu« 
merous Minstrels, towards a tu(l of flowers ; their reverence 
at the spot, exhibited in one of the Ladies singing an ode 
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in praise of the Daisy, and the rest of the Ladies with the 
Knights joining in a chorus; their dances; the interruptioii 
of a scorching sun, succeeded by a pitiless storm ; the con* 
sequent destruction of those very flowers which they had wor- 
shipped, and of those with which they were decorated ; their 
own inability (unlike those of the Leqf ihst itood under the 
laurd-tree) to find shelter; the dispersion of the tempest ; 
the hospitality of the sager and securer party; the explana- 
tion of the principal personages; and the developement of 
(he morality couched under the symbols of the Flower and 
d)e Leaf. See the argument of the poem, p. 203. So.Mr. 
Warton observes, the leqfngnifies perseverance and virtue ; the 
Jbwer denotes indolence and pleasure. Accordingly, among 
those who are of the party of the Leaf, are the Nine Wor- 
thies, the KnigfaU of Arthur's Round Table, the Twelve Peers 
of France, and the Knights of the order of the Garter 
then recently instituted. The procession to the tournament, 
from ver. 204. to Ter. 292. is indeed described with all the 
prolixity and exactness of a herald; but descriptions of this 
kind abounded in the romances of Chaucer's time; at some 
of which, Mr. Warton thinks that Chaucer glances, not 
perhaps without ridicule; probably regarding them with lets 
reverence, and reading them with less edification, than did 
the generality of his contemporary readers. See Hist. Eng. 
Poet. i. 333. I admit this to be possible as far as it re- 
lates to Chaucer's brief heraldick notices in the Man oi Lawes 
Tale, in the description of Camfausean's feas^ and in the 
feait of Theseus ; in none of which the allusion exceeds a 
dozen lines. But he would not, I think, have troubled the 
reader and himself with more than fourscore lines, for the 
sake only of satirical application. 

Dryden, we know, was so particularly pleased with this 
poem, both for the invention and the moral, that he could not 
hinder himsefffrom recommending it to the reader; and accord- 
ingly presented it to the world in a modem venion. See the 
00 
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Pre£ to his Fables. On this version a very acute and ek* 
gant criticism has been given by the last biographer of Chau* 
cer. " Dryden has somewhat obscured the purpose of the 
tale> which in the original is defective in perspicuity ; but he 
has greatly heightened the enchantment of its character. He 
has made its personages ftiries who annually hold a jubilee^ 
such as is here described, on the first of May: Chaucer had 
left the species of the beings he employs vague and unez- 
plained. In a word, the poem of Dryden, regarded merely 
as the exhibition of a soothing and delicious luxuriance of 
fancy, may be classed with the most successful productions of 
human genius. No man can read it without astonishment, 
perhaps not without envy, at the cheerful, well4iarmonise4» 
and vigorous state of mind, in which its author must have 
beea at the time when he wrote it'' Godwin, Life of Chau- 
ccr» ch. 44. — ^What lover of the Engliah language, I may add, 
eaA be otherwise than passionately grateful fqr die production 
of the FUmer amL Lsqf! 

Of the homage paid to the Daisy, already noticed, a fur- 
dier account may be thought requisite. This poetical wor* 
•hip (te from the poets the knowledge of it is gadiered) is 
•aid to have desceiMkd to us firom the French. Froissart, 
better known as the minute and authentick historian than as a 
child of fancy, has been considered by Mir. Warton as the 
author of it *' About 13S0,'' says the historian of English 
Poetry, '* in the place of the Provencial a new species of 
poetry succeeded in France, consisting of Chants Royaux, 
Balades, Bondeaux, and Pastcmles. This was distinguished 
by the ^>pellation of the New Poetry; and Froissart culti- 
vated it with so much suecess, that he has been called its 
author. The titles of Froissart* s poetical pieces will akme 
serve t» ilhistcate die nelure of this New Poetry : but they 
prove* at die same time, that the Provencial cast of compo- 
sition stiU coRtoHied to prevaiL They are. The Paradise of 
Love, A Panegyiick oo the Month of May. The Temple of 
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Honour, The Flower qfthe Daity, Amorous Lays» Pafitorab, 
The Amorous Prison, Roysl Ballads in Honour of our LAdy, 
The Ditty of the Amorous Spinett, Virelaies, Rondeaus, 
and the Plea of the Kose and the Viokf' Hist £ng. Poet 
i. 465. Accordingly Mr. Warton thinks that the lady's 
SoDg, in the Flower and Leaf, praiamg the Daiey, might have 
been Froissart's. But Froissart, as Mr. Godwin has ob* 
served, is not the inrentor of the panegyrick of the Daiqr. 
The homage of this flower is cunorily noticed in the CmiN ^ 
Love by Chaucer, written in 1346; and die manuicript 
▼olume of Froissart's poems in the library of the king of 
France, is expressed in the title to consist of pieees written 
between 1362 and 1394. See Godwin's Life of Chaucer, 
cb. 44. While the poets fincifiiUy exaggerated the praises 
of this favoured yet humble flower, it is probable that they 
concealed under such a symbol mysfeeriea now fiwgotten. Its 
name could not but furnish esercises of this description ; the 
French word marguerite, aigniiyiii|p either a daisy, a pearl, 
cr the name of a womao. 

I shidl close these remarias on the Flower and LeaC ^nth 
the production of the principal part of a most ingenious and 
elaborate criticism on a passage in the poem; which has 
been lately printed, but not published; by Ifae author of 
wbidi^ the learned Master of Caius College Cambridge, I 
am permitted to introduce it here. 

** The song of the Nightingale has been long considered 
as plaintive and melandidy. The late Mr. Fox, however, 
appears to have entertained an opposite opinion ; and has 
supported it by several arguments and authorities, in a Letter 
addresoed to Mr. Grey, and published in the Pre^e to hu 
History of K. Jnnes IL See Lord Holland's preface, p. 12. 
These arguments and mrffton'fws I now purpose ta examitie, bul 
without attempting to decide upon the general merits of the 
(pinion which they were intended to defend. The words of the 
Letter are first given, and the ranaAs ore sul^oinad. In de* 
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fence of n^ opinion about the Nightingales, I find Chaucer, 
who qf all poets seems to have been the fondest qf the singing 
birds, calls it a MERRY note. The passage in Chaucer is in 
The Flower and Leaf. 

*' From the foregoing obeervation, I should be much in- 
clined to suspect, that the Author vas not aware of the an- 
cient usage of the word merry. In the wwks of Chaucer, 
and, I believe, in almost all old English poetry, it is fre- 
quently employed to express what is agreeable or pleasant* 
without having any relation to mirth. Such is plainly its 
meaning in the following instance, Canterb. Tales, ed. Tyr- 
whitt, ver. 14^72. 

Or heirbe ive growing in our yerd, that mery is. 

This instance may perhaps be sufficient to illustrate the more 
vague and general application of the word*. 

'' A much more important point in the present question 
is, to ascertain, if possible, that peculiar quality in sounds, 
to which Chaucer has so frequently applied the wordm^ry; 
and I hope to produce, what maybe fairly considered as 
that Poet's own authority for pronouncing this quality to be 
9weetness. In the Manciple's Tale, after a short history of 
Phebus, he gives the following account of his wonderful 
•row, ver. 17079. 

Now had this Phebus in his hous a crowe. 
Which in a cage he fostred many a day, 

• «* If the Reader should be desirous of examining instances in different au- 
thors, he may consult the following passages: Ellif's Specimens of early En- 
glish Poetry, VoL I. p. 84. P«cy'« ^^^* VoL I. Adam BeU, L x. 
Ibid, part 3. i 133. Sir Tristrem, p. 166. sten. 43- See also p. 8». stan. 
10 ; and, what is far more ancient than any of these. King Alfred's Transla- 
tion of Boethius, cap. zzzi. p. 68. L9. Ed. Ozon. 1698; and in the original, 
lib. iii. pros. 7. p. 209. Ed. Delph.** 
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And taught it speken^ as men tecbe a jay. 
Whit was this crowe, as is a snow-whit swan. 
And contrefete the speche of every man 
He coude, whan he shulde tell a tale. 
Therwith^ in all this world, no nightingale, 
Ne coade by an hundred thousand del 
Singen so wonder ^mmfy and wel. 

" Phebus, being afterwards enraged with this crow for tell- 
ing some unwelcome truths, thus denounces vengeance against 
him, ver. 1^241. 

And to the crowe, o false thefe, said he, 
I wol thee quite anon thy false tale; 

Thou soiig whilom, like any nightingale, 

Now shalt thou, false thefe, thy song forgon. 
And eke thy white fethers everich on, 
Ne never in all thy lif ne shalt thou speke; 
Thus shul men on a'traitour ben awreke. 
Thou and thin oispring ever shal be Make, 
Ne never noete noise shul ye make. 

** In the Nonnes Pteesies Tale, after describing a widovr^sf 
habitation and modeof life, Chaucer adds, ver. 14858. 

A yerd she had, enclosed all about 
With stickes, and a drie diche without. 
In which she had a cok highte Chaunteclere, 
In all the land of crowing n'as his pere. 
His vois was mericr than the meiy orgon. 
On masse daies that in the chirches gon* 

^ <* Mirier than iht ulgbimgaief seemt a fiivofiitite opKiiSoii whh Chiueeri 
at, bctidet in the puttget here quoud, it occuti slao io the Caateih. Talet, 
▼tr. Z3763«' 
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" He then proceeds to describe the iirtues and accomplitb- 
mentB of his amiable consort: 

Curteis she was> discrete^ and debonaire» 
And compenable> and bare hireself so fiiire, 
Sithen the day that she was serennight old. 
That trewelich she hath the herte in hold 
Of Chaunteclere« loken in every lith: 
He loved hii« so^ that wel was him therwith. 
But swiche a Joy it was to here hem sing, 
Whan that the bright sonne gan to spring. 
In sweete ♦ accord : my lefe is fare in lond. 

• « It may be obMmd, thit thk WMd mmfd to BSt «Ml in a mttiical 
aenae, as cqulvaknt l» tlie Fvcack murd, or iba Mm^luh mamrd: but it 
nmply means correspondence* limikritj, or asreemeat{ and the passage 
might be fully and exactly rendered, corresponding, or agreeing in swcetnei* 
Thus in the Fhnre and t^ Leap : 



Where sfa* stt in « fttsh fStOR knjr tna^ 
On the liutfaer ttde even right by me. 
That gave so passing a delicious smell. 
According to the eglentert fuU well. 



lftR» ««fd%*» mki saMtt* ans^bg «B^ itlimUi:i«» « iRNeiai with. 
Thefoll«wii« passage fKMAxistophaM may Jftrhapa be Mndtvtd a» in 
point, Av* 660. 

These observations have been made to prevent the Reader from conceiving 
this passage to relate only to the cwcwrd^ or harmony of the musick; as those 
words, when used technxeally, art only applied to certain nlatiotu, or inttr' 
vtf/r, and suecMutu of «ftOflite( usd pddect tMR^M may wftttisc, tiketefore, 
between harsh and even disagreeable sounds. Such could not be its applica- 
tion in this instance i as it was obviously the Poet's intention, after having 
described the respective acaomplishmenu of these enchanting songstci^ toera 
to mark their strong r«r«iiMM«s and 4^M8Miif iatvfieUutt of tone; wdchia 
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** la tbete cxampifi^ I think k is clear, that Chauecr ha» 
hinudf applied the word 9weu^ to chaivctcriae Uiote voy 
Munds, which he had joit befiwe denominated may. Thw 
the 'wkUe crow^ that aoog whilom ao huodfed thouaaod 
times more merily than the Nightingale,' is turned hiadk^ 
and condemned never again to maliK a ' wwcte noise;' and 
Chaunteclere, whose voice was ' mericr than the mery otgim^ 
is immediatdy after represented as singing with dame Par- 
telote in ' moete accord.' He has, moreover, in the ioXkmm 
ing example, as well as in the fint passage quoted fimn the 
Nonnes Preestes Tale, plainly ihewn that these mvete m 
mery sounds are ci4>able of lending a powerfid and rstyrafaf 
aid to the devout solemnity of the Cliuich Service; and can 
thei«fore, by whatever other name designated, paasess ■• 
degree of mirth, gaiety, cbeeriilneai^ ar kvi^. See IML 
Canterb. Tidu, ▼cr.716. 

But trewdy to tellen atte last. 
He was in chirche a naUe #w^l*»<«ai*, 
Wcl coude he rede a lesson or a storie, 
Bot alderbest he aang an oficrtorie: 
For we\ he wiste, wban that song m 
He muste predie, and wd afile his tonge; 
To wiane silver, as he right wd coude: 
Tberfore he aang «he mmer and ionde^ 



'' I cannot mist the OHMfftonity of slittfivdieriappidMg 
die preceding ohscrvatians, by the anthorify of a iagment of 
a song pnserved m a manmcript aa Ely, and poblidwd in 
Mr. Bentham'a Histofy of that place. I have paodnoed i^ 
both because it is a striking mstance of the application of the 



is msiuiced with siidi Jddreti^ tfastbjtwDwosdshshas fiseverttdsfl tha» 
complimcnti, whidi he htd hvuhnl upsa tke ffoiop of dn Gfich ilfesajhB^ 
l» and almott e^ual cofUDcadstioB cf hit mhtrett.*^ 
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ward merry, and because the old Monkish LAtin ^Trans- 
latUm of this fragment, in which the word merie it rendered 
by duke, affinrds a very powerful confirmation of the opinion 
I have endeavoured to maintain. I shall only add, that the 
introduction given by Mr. Bentham seems necessary to the 
complete understanding of this quotation. Hist, qf Efy, 
p. 94. 

' The Abbot of Ely, bemg one of the three great Abbots 
who held the office and dignity of the King^s Chancellor^ 
each of them taking it in their course four months in the 
year; King Canute several times took the occasion of our 
Abbot's entering on his office, which was always on the Purl* 
fication of the Virgin Mary, to keep that Feast with the usual 
solemnity at the Abby of Ely. Once it happened, in his 
passage thither by water, with Emma his Queen, being at* 
tended by many of his Nobles; as they drew near to Ely, 
the King was standing up, and taking a view of the Church, 
which vms directly before him ; and whilst he was musing 
upon it, he perceived a kind of harmonious sound at a great 
distance, which at first he could not tell what to make of; 
but finding it to increase as he advanced ; he listened atten- 
tively to it, and perceived it to be the Monks in the Churcl^ 
singing their canonical hours. The King in (he joy of his 
heart broke out into a song which he made extempore on the 
occasion, calling on the Nobles that were about him to join in 
the chorus. This Song in the English or Saxon language, as 
used at the time, was long preserved by the Ely Monks, for 
the sake of the Royal Author; we have only the first stanza 
handed down to us, for the introducing of which ancient 
fragment I have inserted the abovementioned incident 

* ** The originil ud this tnailatioQ are recorded ia the Liber Elientu, 
compoMd by Thomas, a monk of Ely, and concluded, probably, about ibft 
year 1x74; as Geoffry Ridel, who succeeded to this See in that year, is the 
last contempomyBiabop whom be haamencJoned. Whaitoa's An^lia Saora^ 
Frc£ p. 43/' 
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fDejufr pmxcn ^ tDonechef btmoeD 61/ 

^ Cnuc chio; pea )Seji. b/* 

pope S cuicer noep cbe lant. 

ant> hepe pe per CDonecher r«nS« * 

' Of which our Author gives ua this Latin translation : 

Duke cantaverunt Monaohi in £ly> 
Dum Canutus Rex navigaret prope ibi. 
Nunc> milites, navigate propius ad .terram, 
£t simtd audiamus Monachorum hannonian^f &c. 

• They continued singing till -ihey arrived at land; and 
soon after they met the King, and conducted him in solemii 
procession into the Church. This was probaUy At Ant 
time of the King's coming to Ely.' — 

*' Before concluding tOua sul^ect it may be proper tp 
pcoduce the passive from The figure and .1^ X<ea^« » 
which Air. Fox xefara: 

The Nightingale wifh so.mcry a note 
.Answered him, ^hat alle the wood rong 
So sodainly, that as it were a spte 
I stood astonied ; so was I with the song 
Thorow ravished, that till late and Ipng 
I ne wist in what place I was, ne where ; 
And ayen,.ipethou^ht» she song ever by mine ^e. 

in Ihis description, there certainly appears no trace of mirih, 

I* f» for^difrjake ofthc Reid^r, iifhamiqrbeiin»c({uaint«Awith tke.3i3Ecpb 
/airuidstWniswMed: 

Mary sung the Monks in Ely, 
At King Gttsute xwrM thereby. 
|t9W, my Mg^ the sbore «)op^. 
Let lis hear this holy song.** 
Pp 
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cheerfulness, or gaiety ; but the whole seems completely in 
unison with the beautiful, sedate, and almost solemn opening 
of the Eighth Book of Paradise Lost : 

The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 

So charming left his voice, that he a while 

Thought bim still speaking, still stood fufd to hear. 

" Upon the whole, it seems plain, that the modification 
of sound, which Chaucer meant to distinguish by the word 
may, was remarkable in the notes of the I^igbtingale, in a 
fine voice, when singing sacred musick, and in the tones of 
the organ, when employed in Divine Service. It must, 
therefore, possess some property, not only common to them 
all, but also striking and eminent in each; not slight or 
occasional, but constant and characteristick> The Poet must 
have appealed not to what may be found, but what iitttf< be felt 
Now as noeetness seems exactly to fulfil all these conditions, 
and conform to all these restrictions, we should naturally be 
induced to believe that to be the very quality intended by the 
Poet, in the various examples which have been adduced. In 
addition to this strong argument of induction, we have the 
direct authority of Chaucer himself, and also of the transla- 
tion of the Ely fragment, for using, in some instances at 
least, m^ry and sxvete as synonymous, when applied to 
sounds. 

" I shall now leave it to the taste and judgement of others 
to determine, whether Chaucer could ever have applied the 
word merry, in its common, or any nearly allied significa- 
tion, to mark the peculiar excellence of the human voice, 
when chanting the Divine Service. Or whether, if he. had 
intended to describe the voice of his supernatural birds, as 
exquisitely mcrfy, or cheetfid, he would ever have attempted 
to convey to the mind of his reader, an idea of the perfection 
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of those qualities, . by a comparison with the notes of the 
Nightingale, or the Organ/'— 

An additional illustration or two may not, I trust, be 
thought sui>erfluou8, in support of the preceding remarks. 
That the word merry was generally used by the old English 
poets in the sense of pleasant and agreeable, is undeniable ; 
nor could a more pertinent instance be given than Chaucer's 
application of it to weather : That it was also applied by our 
poets, both before and after Chaucer's time, particularly to 
the nightingale, will be obvious from what follows. The 
phrase merier than the nightingale occurs at the beginning of 
the ancient romance of Bevis qf Hampton, at least in the 
oldest and best copies, as in that preserved at Edinburgh in 
the Advocates* Library, and in that belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Stafford; from the latter of which I cite the passage : 

Lordynges lysteneV to my tale 
It is mefyer Van ^ f^ghiyngale. 

By which expression the author does not mean that his tale 
is calculated to excite mirth, (for indeed it is a tragick tale,) 
but that it must interest their attention; that it consists of 
such marvellous adventures (and to hear such was the delight 
of that age) as must render it more pleasing, more attrac- 
tive, than the song of the nightingale* I now subjoin the 
later illustration from A pleasaunt playne and pythye Pathc' 
waye Uadynge to a vcrtues and honest lyfe, no lesse prqfytable 
than delectable, 4to. bl. 1. Impr. at London by Nicolas Hyll, 
sans date. Sign. A. 1. 

And because the sharpe colde hys malyce had done. 
The mauis endeuored her selfe, fyrst, her notes to tune; 
Next after the pleasaunt nightingale tempered her voyce. 
Which with her tnety melody euery heart doth greatly re- 
ioyce. 
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The epitli^t, here grit^n to ^e hird, shews us What the po^t 
intended in the subsequent designation of her smg. A shtiilaf 
illostration of merry, in its musical application on solemn oc- 
casions, presents itself in that translation of the Psalms which 
accompanies the rest of the l^ible, where "^^ the pleasant harp** 
is substituted for ** the merry harp'' in the elder translation, 
Ps. 81. yen 2. 
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POEMS* 

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTEN BY 

CHAUCER 

DURING HIS IMPRISONMENT. 



Halfe in dede sclepe, not fully revyved. 
Rudely my sylfe as I lay alone^ 
With troubled dremes sore was I mevyd ; 

* These Poems are found at the beginning of Lord Staf- 
ford's Manuscript of the Canterbury Tales^ on two leaves 
before the Prologue; and written (though not in the same^ 
yet) in a coeval hand^ as I have observed in the Introduction 
preceding the Illustrations in this volume. I am here to 
strengthen my opinion, that they are the composition of 
Chaucer, by the juxta-position' of passages, drawn from his 
genuine writings, in unison with passages in these. 

Ver. 1. Haffe in dede sclepe, &c.] The opening of the 
Testament qf Love might be compared with the beginning of 
this poem. From Chaucers Dreme, I oile the following pa-* 
rallel expressions, ver. 51, ed. Urr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 POEMS SUPPOSED TO BE 

All worldly joy passed and overgone : 
Me semyd full sore I made my mone ; 5 

Mynde, thowght, resonable wyt hadde I none; 
Thus I lay sclomberyng a owre to my dome. 

For on this wjse upon a night, 
As ye have herd, wkhoutin light. 
Not all wafyjig, nefiill on skpe. 
About such hour as lovirs wepe, &c« 

He had before described himself half on ^^» <^d beginning 
io drone, ver. 22, &c. Tlie resemblance of the first line in 
the translation of La bcUe Dame tans mercy, ascribed without 
foundation to Chaucer, is also remarkable. See Chaucer's 
Wofks, ed. Urr. p. 422. 

Hdyh in a dreme, noijidfy well awaked. 

The golden slepe me wrapped under his wyng, &c. 

This poem, however, is said to have been translated from 
Alan Chartier not by Chaucer but by Sir Richard Ros, 
MSS. Harl. S72. See Mr. Tyrwhites distinction of the 
genuine and supposititious Worics of Chaucer, and Ritson's 
BfUi^praphia Poetica, in V. floa. 

¥er. 4. All wwU^Jcy famed, Ice.] The mtal lamen- 
tation ef onr peat, in boB Tettamem vf Lmte, which, thtfe is 
every leason to believe, jwas written ia pdaon. " J^kme co- 
member 'on passed ^adnes,'^ Test cd. Urr. p. 481. col. 1. 
" For (hat'me comfofleth to thnke ob pused gladaesj* ihiii 
^ How am I now cast out of aEawetenes of Uisae, and mi^ 
chevously stongen by a passed joye ! ** ib. p. 5Q2« coL 1. 

V^, 6. »' , ! resonable wyt hadde I ^none.;] Like 

hb declaration, afttr pouring forth his ioisow> in the opmjig 
of file same work. '' Thus witksu, kc. I endune my ffh 
naunce in this derke prisomie/' 
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As thus I ky avexed full sore 
In suche thynges^ as of right by the agayiie nature, 
I herde a voyce seyyng, Sdepe tbow no more . 
Aryse up, and wake to thy besy cure ; 11 

Thy mynde^ thy hcrt, thy body Aow ahirfe 
To suche that wyll fall next, tho thy mynde ; 
Take thy penne in thy hand, stedf^te and sure ; 
Awake, awake, of comforte full blynde. 15 

Thys voyce well I herde, and theito gave au- 
dyens ; 
I felt the entent, but I stode amased ; 
I wyste not what it ment ; for I saw no presens. 
Thus in pencyffenes sore was I erased, 
And as a wytles man gretely adased SO 

I gave no credence ; anon I fell in sclepe. 
From all kyndely wyt clene was I rased : 
So to hys wordes I toke no grete kepe. 

Ver. 10. I herde a voyce seying, Sclepe thou nd more;] 
The cominentatora on Sfaakspeare will be delighted with this 
poem, if it be only for the sake of placing the exclamation in 
this line under that of Macbeth, 

'' Methought I heard a voice cry. Sleep no more! 
'* Macbeth bath mmder'd fkqs te;'' 

I may be pardoned, I hope, for this digression. 

Ver. 11. — — — viokt to thy hcsy cur^;\ Tl^is, I 
conceive, alludes to his employment in prison, the coqiposi- 
tion of the Testament qf Love. It is also his own phrase, in 
tde Knightes Tale, " Theseus with all his be^ cure." 

Ver. 20. ■ 09 a toytles man &c.] See the note on ver« 

6, and compare ver. 22. 
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I supposed y t to have been some noxiall fantasy. 
As feUyth in dremes, in parties of the nyght^ 25 
Which Cometh of joy, or of grevous malady. 
Or of robuste metes which causeth grete myght: 
Overmoche replet obscuryth the sygbt 
Of naturall reasoune, and causyth idyll thowght, 
Makyth the body hevy where hyt was lyght. 30 

So shortly to conclude; of thys voyce I ne 
rowghtj 
And not sclepte but a lytyll whyle, 

Ver. 24. I mfpOBtd^ to hwDt been some fioxiaU/anuuy, 

At/ttUeth m drones, kcJ] The reasoning opon 
dreami^ which follows u muoh the nme a» thai adopted bj 
dame Pertelote, in the tale of the Cock and the Fox, rekUed 
by the Nonnei Freest of oar poet, ver, 14929. edit Tyr- 
vhitt 

Swevenea [dreams] engendren of replelioni^ 

And oft of fume« and of complexions, 

Whan humoun ben to habundaBi in a wight-— 

Of other humours cond I telle also. 

That weri^en many a man in slepe moch wo, &c. 

' In the Prologue to the House ^ Fame the causes of dream& 
are thus also investigated, ver. 21. edit Un:. 

Or if folkis complexions 

Make hem dreme of reflexions-— 

And then are enumerated abstinence, prwm, sickness, apd 
any other great distress, &c. 
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But thys voycc well I berde ; to me he sayde, 
Awake^ and aryse^ thow dost thy sylfe begyle^ 
Aryse from the place where thow art layde : 35 
Wyth that I awoke^ and from my sclepe brayed^ 
Marveling moch> and sayde Benedicite, 
As a man unreasonable gretely dysmayed, 
£y> gode Lorde> what thyng may thys be i 

Hugely trobled, yet feythfully I belevyd 40 
That the voyce came from the celestyall place; 
Wherefore I aryse^ not gretely agrevyd^ 
And besawght God of hys especyall grace^ 
That he wolde be my socowre in this cace ; 
Praying as yt followeth with hert and wyll ; 45 
Arysyng full lyghtely my sylfe did I brase^ 
Makyng my prayowre undyr thys skyll. 

O Reformer of mankynde^ one^ ij^ and iij, 
Etemall Kynge^ and Prynce most emperyall^ 

Ver. 38. Asa man unresonablc gretefy tfymaycd,} In his 
grief Chaucer thus exclaims, Test. <2f L. p. 480. col. 1. 
'' Like to a fole natorell am I comparitoned.'' 

Ver. 40. Htigefy trobled, &c.] So, in the Testament of 
iMe, Chaucer rqnneteiitB himielf ** hugely aitonied,'' p. 512. 
col. 2. 

Ver. 44. — — — tfi this coce;] The cause of his 
imprisonment 

Ver. 48. Brfwrmer qfmanlg^, one, y, and iyj This 
is precisely the mamier, in which Chaucer's derolional ad- 
dress is formed, at die ootadusion of his Troihuand Oraeide: 
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Veray God and man, O Bledsyd Trjrnytc; 50 

Which from owre mortall enemye redcmyst m all. 
And madest us free^ where afore we were tbroU ; 
Thorowgh dyvyne consayle of thy godhede. 
Me to thy gtace recondyle and call^ 
Whome thow haste feimyd to liie figure of tfay 
manhed. 55 

And »yth thy gddhed hatie eikdiwed me 
Wyth vertuea ij or iij fuU rtaoflidble, 
Wyth wy t, mynde^ reaon^ and vokijite^ 
And other mo full delectable ; 
Yet I confease my 9ylf moate unable 60 

Wyth any thqrnge to atedldi that grounded ya on 
prudena; 

O moral Gowen this boke I directe 
To th«, and to tiie pbtlosq4ricril Strode, 
To ^oooliMft, ther nedt m, for to corfeole. 
Of your benignities and zdes gode : 
And to the sothfast Chhst* that starfe on rod^ 
With al mine hert of mercy er I praie. 
And to the Lorde right thus I spekeaad saie; 

TbouMs^ amiiiv9, dadffttv, Etanie on Irvi^ 
That raigniit aie tn thre, and two, and one, 
Unoircumflcripty and aH maisl ciroiuiiBerHFe^ 
From visible and invisible fone 
Diftodus in tfay mercf everichone; 
So make us, Jcau, to &y mercy dtgne^ 
leoMavo of maidandmadwr tUne keaigateb 
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Of eloquence but symple, my cunnyngc is un- 
stable^ 
Therefore in me there yd no grete itiflutfto. <^ 

But O gode Lorde, syth I knowe hyt yh thy 

wyl. 
As I conseyve by the voyce that thdtr dydest send. 
Thy degre and comaundement treWljr to fiilfylle, 
Wyth mynde, hert, and body> sewe and ent^nd; 
Me from all erroMre kepe and dcfeiid . 69 

In ihk matyrfe, to th* whych thoW hastfc wyllyrf 

me. 
Ad thoW frofn erthe to hevyn dydest astteiid, 70 
Veray God and Man, O Blessed IVyhyt^. 

Cbaucer'g prayer, at the cldnt of hu Teiiathhu qftove, pre- 
aenU areaemMuiee alfto to tbe tett 

Yer. 62. QfclgqwefOx ¥ut sympie, % doUtaiff ii wiUMe,'] 
Thus Chaucer pronounces, that '' hu conning nr tbinne, and 
his witte exiled/' Test, of L. p. 480. col. 1. 

Yer. 69. Jn this matyre,] For which he was imprisoned. 
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Incepco materie cum proprietatibus Vecris, etc."* 

All thyng ys ordaynyd by Goddys provysyon ; 
Man and beste, ayre, wedre and wynde, . 
Water and land, with ther dysposyon ; 
And eche in apparens schewyth theyre kynde. 
The ycre is devyded, as I wryttyn fynde, 5 

In monethes, wekes, and seasonnes, iij ; 
In which wyth xij sygnes vij planetys ther be. 

Of all tymes or seasonnes, wythowte compa- 

rysoun. 
None ys found so gode, ne so precyous, 
Ne none so prophetable, as ys the seasoun 10 
Of lusty Veer ; whos carrage so oderous 
Comfortyth every creature, and maketh them cor* 

ragyus, 

* ThiB poem is evidently intended as a compliment to one 
of the noble house of Vere ; and there can be no doubt that Ro- 
bert Vere, earl of Oxford^ is the person complimented. He 
was the channel, through which all the favour of Richard the 
second passed to the people; and to him therefore the poet 
naturally applies in his distress. The time of Chaucer's im- 
prisonment corresponds with the period when Yere's power 
was at its height But this has been considered in the Intro- 
duction. See also the note on ver. 15. 

Yer. 6. In monethes, toeket, and seasormes iij ;] Where 
the author found this written, I am unable to shew. 
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Avoydeth all dulnes> and maketh them lusty. 
In hert and body gladde, jocounde, and mery. 

Whan passyd ys all clowdy derknesse, 15 

All stormy schowrs ferre fledde fro syght. 
Than lusty Veer schewyth hys swetnesse ; 
The wedyr clery th, and by nature ys bryght ; 
The mone full plesauntly gyfTy th hyr lyght ; 
Than Veer comaundyth Apryll wyth hys schowrys. 
That may brynge forthe erbys and flowrys. 31 

All trees than buddyth, aftyr fniyte bryngyth. 
All sedys and comys flowryth in prosperyte ; 
The nyghtyngale, the thrystcock, merely syngyth; 
All fowles and bestys joyeth in ther degre. 25 
He cawsyth all thyngs full jocounde to be. 
Who than ys so precyous, or may do more. 
Than lusty Veer, whom I lyken to a Bore ! 

Ver. 15. Whan ptu9tfd ys all clowdy darknesse. 

All slom^ schowrs ferre fiedde fro syght^ 
Than lusty Veer schewyth his swetnesse, &c.] 
Compare 4he Testament qf Love, p. 501. col. 1. Where 
not only the scenery is similar^ but the personal allusion 
perhaps may be suspected. " O for (quod she) heven with 
skies that foule cloudes maken and dafke weathers with grete 
tempestes and huge^ maketh the mery dayes with sofle shining 
sunnes. Also the yere withdraweth floures and beaute of 
berbes and of yerth. The same yere maketh springes and 
jolyte in Ver so to renovel with painted coloures, that erthe 
semeth as gay as heren."— I need not say, that the lines, in 
this poem, from the 15th to the end of the 26tb, are in^ 
Chaucer's manner. 
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To thys Bore he ys not lykenyd in condicion 

onely 
But in properte, for properte gyffen more fnio- 

tuous; 90 

And the Bore in that seasoune approchyth natu-> 

nilly 
To luste, and to lykynge, enforsyd marvelous^ 
He walketh joyyng, whettyng his tuskes ; 
Thynkyng> as long as contynuyth yeere, 
Nevyr to obey hys enemyes for feere. 36 

He hovyth ne he wanyth for wynde ne blaste. 
He dredeth no mystys^ ne stormys^ ne schowrys ; 
But standytb styffe in tryeuth, stronge as a maste. 
And> to the lyons obeysaunce in all howrys, 
Redy wyth hys power to heipe, in all stowrys, 40 
The lyon hys lorde wher he standyth in dystresse> 
Hys natyflfattendaunt on the lyonnesse. 

Thys Bore may well be callyd the Bore of grace. 
Of whom prophesy es of Anti quite 'makyth men- 
cion ; 

Ver. 29. To tfys Bore» kc.} Ooe of the mipportcn of 
the anni of Vere» is a Boar auax, aimed or* The poet 
alludes to this heraldick diatiDcUon very plainly, ver. 56, 51, 
and 74. By what achievement an elder Vere obtained this 
annorial distinction, I know no mofe than that which ibp 
poet relates. Nor has the anecdote of Aubrey the grymme 
in Hethenesse, mentioned by the poet at ver. 69, been found 
by me elsewhere. Aubrey, or Albervcuii, was «i &vouri|^ 
Christian name in the family of Vere* 
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Whichj as hy t is sayde^ wythyn shorte space 45 
Schall in grete nede socowre the lyonne. 
And in that batell gete hym grete renoun, 
Confoiinde hy^ mortall fone, ellys were grete 

ruyth; 
That day shall be knowen hys permanent truth. 

In hys persone ys founde so pure verite^ 50 
And standeth so clene wythowte transgresse. 
That all England may joy hys nativite ; 
Of contynewing truth he standeth pereles^ 
Hys progenie never distayned with falsenes ; 
Syth hys fyrst day he hathe contynwyd so demure 
Unto now that he is here colowred with azure. 56 

Now unto thys blew Bore honor and grace, 
Joy> laude, and praysyng, fortune, and magny- 

ficens ; 
Criste graunt hym of grace suche joy to purchace. 
As may be worthy unto hys reverence ! 60 

For evyr in feyfull trouth hath ben hys perma* 

nence ; 
Wberfor now of all England he hathe avauntage> 
Owte excepte the Blode Ryall, the most trewyst 

lynage. 

Betwyxt Veer and thys I put no divisioun ; 
They standyth as one; who undyrstandyth aryght. 

Ver. 50. In l^s persone ys founde w pure verite, &c.] Al- 
luding to the motto of the Veres^ Vero ml verius. The allu- 
ripn it the tame, ver. aS, ^9, 53, 61. 

Jir 
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Veer vra» thp blew Bore throwgb grete renouti^ 
At that tyme standyng- a venturous knyght> 
Seching aventars and provynge hys= myght r 
In Hethenesse yet they sey that Aubray the 

grymme 
Benome the blew Bbre his chyefe lymme. 70 

Lo! forthepreves of thyg wurschippftill knyght. 
That skwe diys Bore thorowgh strengy th of chy- 

valry. 
All his aunecstry ever syth, of veray dyew ryght, 
Beryth hym azure enannyd with goU, depend- 

yngeby 
The wawchyppftiii army^' of the olde auncestrye^ 
Quarterly gules and golde^ and in the chyef 

quarter 76 

A nfolet v poynte sylver, aa I shall tell hereafter. 

Behclde nowe the manhode proves^ and dry- 
vjdry; 
Trowthx fortune, grace, and parfjrte stedfasttres; 
That evyr hath contynued in thys progenie. 80 
Lo ! wher hyt fortuned' to stand in dystresse 
The kynge of Englande in the land of Hethynes, 

Ver. 81. Lof wher it fortuned &c.] The adventure, 
which follows* I find tfausqnaintiy related: in Morgan-s Sphere 
qf Gentry foL 1661. lib. 3« p4 4a The authoE ia describing 
the arms of the Earl of Oxford. " Quarterly Mars and Sol 
in the first, a mullet of six points Lum, borne by the Earls 
of Oltford, Urmia leaving the starry firmament, to become a 
comet in the shield of Aubrey dt Vert, and' lighting on his. 
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A knyght of thys aunce9try> gouemcar, of hyt 

puyshaunce^ 
For hys kynge thys he dydde of hyv grete afiy<- 

aunce. 

Remembryng hys manhode^ comfhrtyd with the 
HolyGoste^ 85 

Consyderyng hys feyth he drede no woo ; 
At mydnyghc he sembled the kyngs ooste ; 
The nyght so derke not knowyng hys foo : 
To the kynge unwyttyng that it shdde be 8oo ; 
Prayng full hertlye, he fyll to the grounde^ 90 
That God wolde sende faym lyght hys enemye to 
confounde. 

To thys prtyowr 00 devoute Ood gave exaudi* 
cion> 
Not wyllyng hys cristened fygure utterly to be 
spylt; 

lanc6*point ; aerving to portend dtttraetion to the Saracens iti 
the Holy Land» and beooming; a blading itar to give light to 
the whole Gfariatian anoy to panae their vietoiy ; n hereby^ 
though the day waa not longer by Ifae ann's standing still, yet 
tile night became as the day. So he beareth the mullet of 
six points^ because radiis vemei fervidioribus/* The poet 
says, of five points. And so indeed Morgan afterwards dis^ 
plays this armorial bearing, lib. 4. p. €5. This mdlei, or 
fblHng-star, says Gruillim in his Heraldry, is usually of 
five points, but was anciently of six ; and such he had seen 
in divers old rolla belonging to Sir It St. George, Clutsk- 
.cieux. 
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Every man than knelyng devowtely sayde their 

orysoun ; 
Lorde for thy pit^ have mercy on owr gyh, 95 
Save us^ or spyll us, do as thou wilt ! 
Thys prayowr fynyshed^ ther sprange into his 

shelde 
A V poynte moUet, which lyghtnyd all hys felde. 

Thus he was inspyred with the grace of the 

Holy Goste ; 
Hys enemyes were obscuryd, and voyde of all 

myght ; 100 

God comfortyd and chered hym and all hys oste^ 
And endewyd thys moUet with a plentuous lyght ; 
The hethen were obscuryd and hadde no syght. 
So he put hys enemyes to utter confusyoun, 
Dystressyd the felde^ and gate hym grete renoun. 

O thow Roiall Bore, fiillfyllyd with grace, 106 
That of suche mollet nowe hathe donacion, 
Cryste graunt th^ contynewyng tyme and space. 
That the mollet may resplcnde over every region, 
Worthely and knyghtely as a lorde of renown. 
And for the encrece of thy lyght, that hyt fall 
notderke, ^ 111 

Vcr. 99, Tkuskewasimpyred &c.] The mullet, says Guil- 
lim, was supposed tp represent some divine quality bestowed 
from above, whereby men do shine in virtue, learning^, and 
works of piety, like bright stars on the earth ; and these are 
Stella dimisse e coelo, stars let down from heaven by God, 
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All England owyth to pray wyth entycr devocion, 
Man, chylde, and wyffe, both preste and clerke! 

Amen. 

Goj lytell Balade, full rude of composicion, 
Softe and mekely no thynge to bolde; 115 

Pray all, that of th^ shall have inxpexion. 
Thy derke ignoraunce that they pardon wolde ; 
Sey that thow were made in a pryson colde. 
Thy makir standyng in dysese and grevaunce. 
Which cawsed hym the so symply to avaunce ! 

Ver. lis. After Amat, there is written, in the mai^in of 
the manuscript, per RotheUy ; whom I take to have been the 
transcriber; and who, like Chaucer's Adam Scrivener, has 
afforded room for absolute correction as well as conjectural 
emendation. 

Ver. 114. Go, fyteU Balade, &c] In the margin of this 
envoy, is written. Fortune befitndefy f 
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GLOSSARY, 



JEvfhmation of the Abbreviations by which the 
Extruets frpm Gofwer and Chattce$\ cmd odher 
Illustrations in the present Wbrkj are cited in 
the following GloM^gryi. 



The word ver, denotes the vene of the poem cited^ and Uie 
letter p. the page referred to, in this vohime. 

B. Pref. Bcrtheletf i Preface to Gower. 

Ch. F. L. Chaucer^i Flourc and Leafe. 

Cb. Prol. Chaucer^s Prologi;^ to the Canterbury 

Tales. 



Ch. S.P. I. 7 Supposed Poems of Qmioer, ]({q*. \,, wl 
Ch.S.P. II. i No.IL 



Gow. I. 7 The Extracti from Gower, N«!. \ mi 

Gow.a J No. II. 

Gow. F. P. Gower's Frasch Poemsw 

Gow. Test Gower's Will. 

Illustr. The Illustrations in general. 

Th. Axwp^ Thynne^s As)xa^w9as^^ 

8S 
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A, commonly called the indefinite article, is 
really, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, nothing more than a 
corruption of the Saxon adjective one or an, 
before a substantive beginning with a conso- 
nant. It is sometimes prefixed to another ad- 
jective ; the substantive, to which both belong, 
being understood, Ch. Prol. ver. 308. '' A 
Frere there was, a wanton and a mery" So, 
in ver. 163. " Afayrt for the maistrie," where 
we should say, a fair one. Again, ver. 189. 
'* Therfore he was a prickasour, a right" that 
is, a right one; but, in Chaucer's time, such 
tautology, Mr. Tyrwhitt supposes, was not ele- 
gant. Chaucer is preceded in this usage by 
the author of Piers PlowmansCrede, edit. 155^. 
sign. B. i, b, 

* a frere on a bench. 



A greet chorl and a gtym 

That is, a grim one. 

Abandons. See Th. Anim. p. 48. 

Able, Fr. fit, proper. Ch. Prol. ver. 165. 

AcBRTAiNBi), confirmed in opinion. Ch. F. L. ver. 
568. Fr. acertener. Urry has discarded the 
old legitimate spelling, and substitutes the mo- 
dem ascertained. 

Accord, Fr. agreement. Ch. Prol. ver. 840, and 
F.L. 132. 

Accord, Fr. to agree. Ch. Prol. ver. 839. 
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According^ agreeing. Ch. F. L. ver. 112. Sec 
the note, p. 286. 

Achate, Fr. purchase. Ch. ProL ver. 573. 

AcHATOUR, Fr. a purchaser, a caterer. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 570. Acatours pour acheteurs, emptores. 
Lacombe Diet, du Vieux Lang. Fr. 

AcoMBBRD, Fr. encumbered. Cli. ProL ver. 510. 

Adased, stupified. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 20. Dazed 
is still used, in this sense, in the North of En- 
gland. 

Adradde, Sax. afraid. Ch. Prol. ver. 607. 

Adryh, probably from the Fr. adroit, promptly* 
quickly. Gow. See Illustr. p. 278. 

Afilb, Fr. to file, polish. Ch. Prol. ver. 714. 

Affyaunce, fidelity. Ch. S. P. 11. ver. 84. Chau- 
cer uses, in the Romaunt of the Rose, the verb 
qffie for to trust 

Apyn, at last. Gow. 1. ver. 77. So, in the ro- 
mance of Emare, ed. Ritson, Metr. Rom. voL 
ii. 242. 

When they wer well at ete mfync. 
Both of brede ale and wyne, 
Thej rose up, &c. 

Agnus castus, Ch.F.L. ver. 160, &c. The emblem 
of chastity. The ancients supposed that it pro- 
moted chastity. See Swan's Speculum Mundi, 
edit. 1635. ch. 6. sect. 4. 

Aketok, or HAKBTouNB. See 7%. Anim. p. 36. 

Alb, London. See Illustr. p. 253. 

Aja, Southwark. See lUustr. p. 253. 
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Aut-STAKEj a Stake set up before an Ale^houde^ by 
way of sign. Ch. ProL ver. 669. See also 
niustr. p. 353. Mr. Warton is mistaken ill 
supposing that Chaucer inteDded, by this word, 
a magffpok. Hist Eng. Poet. vol. i. 60. 

Alices, alike. Gow. See Illustr. p. 878. 

Algizib, a city of Spain. Ck. ProL ver. 57. 

Alisandr^^ Alexandria, a city in Bgypt. C%* 
Prol. ver. 51. 

Aller, the genitive plural of alle from the Sax, 
ealru. Ch. ProL ver. 588, ver. 801. The 
former of these examples, Mr. Tyrwhitt ob- 
serves, hir aller, would be properly rendered 
in Latin eorum omnium. 

Als, also, Gow.'l. ver. 16. 

Amblbkdb, amblitig. Gcw. See lUustr. p. 877. 

Amonges, Sax. among. Ch. ProL ver. 761. a 
trissy liable. So Gower has amonge$t, Conf. 
Am. lib. viii. fol. 187. b. 

I stonde as one amangest all. 

Amorwe, on the morrow. Ch. ProL ver. 824. 
So Chaucer writes morv^. In Pierce Plow- 
man's Crede, we have morwettde for morrow- 
UdCy sign. A. ii. b. edit. 1554. 

And, Siax. if. Ch. ProL ver. 768. Often so 
used by Chaucer. 

Amklace, a kind of kntfe or dtigg&r, wltelly worn 
at the girdle. Ch. ProL ver. 859. See the 
Gloss, to M. Paris in V. Anelad'ws. In that 
passage of M, Paris, whete Petrus de Riv«llis 
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is mentioned as gestans andacium ad lumbare 
quad clericum nan decehaiy it may be doubted, 
says Mr. Tyrwhitt, whether the wearing of an 
anelace simply^ or the wearing it at the girdle, 
was an indecent thing in the clerk. In the 
picture of Chaucer^ which is inserted in some 
copies of Hoccleve's Z>e regimine prmdpiSy he 
is represented with a knife hanging from a but- 
ton on his breast See MSS. Harl. 4866, Cott. 
Otho, A. xviii, and Mr. Geo. Nicors MS. See 
also the portrait of Chaucer from Loid Stafford's 
MS. A very ingenious antiquary hm remarked, 
that the Irish skean or scian^ formerly worn by 
the Irish princes, answered to the Sn^ish OM^ 
lace, and the kaights' mis^ricorde of the middle 
ages ; and was also woni as an ornament. He 
notices also the anelaces hangisg to the ginUes 
of the FranUein and the five city-mechanickeu 
ver. 370 ; but he adds, what indeed is higUy 
curious, that the anelace which hangs from a 
button on the breast of Chaucer in his portrait 
given amongst the illustrious heads, closely re- 
sembles the Irish skea/n, as delineated in No« 
XIII. of CoUect. de Reb. Hift.— Walker on the 
Dress of the Irish, p. 39. 
Annoy, subst. Fr. trouble. Ch. F. L. ver. 389. 
As in the Rom. of the R. ver. 4404 ed. Urr. 

Well more atm^ is in me 

Than is in thee of this mischaunce, 

Apbil. The month so called. Ch. ProL ver. I- 
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I would prefer the reading, as in some manu- | 

scripts, of Afnylki which might be pronounced i 

in three syllables. We should thus discard the 

disgusting dissyllabick pronunciation of whanne, 

which Mr. Tyrwhitt indeed is not eager to de- 
fend, although he has adopted it, in conformity 

to his own scansion of the verse. Or we might 

read, in three syllables, Aperyll; which was 

not an uncommon orthography, and thus be* 

speaks its derivation. On a monumental stone 

in Wedncsbury Church, CJ". Stafford, the word 

is thus written " Of your Charite praye for 

the soUes of John Comberfort gentylman and 

Ann his wyffe : the whyche John departed the 

xxii day of ApenfU, in the yere of our Lord 

God mcccclix." The old poets also have •^t^frt'//. 
Arvtib, Fr. to impute to. Ch. ProL ver. 728. 
Arist, arose. Gow. See lUustr. p. 277. 
Arrxbage, Fr. arrear. CKProL ver. 604. 
AvANCB, Fr. to advance, to profit. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 246. Ch.S.PM. ver. 
AvANT, Fr. boast. Oi. ProL ver. 227. Usually 

written in our old Romances avaunt. 
AvsNTURit, Fr. adventure. Ch. Prol. ver. 846, 

Ch F. L. ver. 460. 
AvERROis, Ebn Roschd, an Arabian physician of 

the twelfth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 435. 
AvicRM, Ebn Sina, an Arabian physician of the 

tenth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 434. 
AuTBNTiCK. See Th. Anim. p. 48. 
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Aybn, ayenst. Sax. again^ adv. Ch. F. L. ver. 
105, 419, 466 ; against, prep. F. i, ver. 291. 



B. 



Baixbd, bald. Ch. Prol. ver. 198. 

Babgaut, Fr. bergerette, a pastoral song, a song du 
berger, of a shepherd. Ch. F. L. ver. 348. 

Barbn^ Sax. bore. Ch. Prol. ver. 723. 

Barrs, Fr. a stripe. Ch.ProL ver. 331. Barres 
of this kind were called cloux in French, Mr. 
Tyrwhitt says ; and were an usual ornament of 
a girdle. See also Warton's Hist. Eng. Poet, 
p. 377, 426. Clavus in Latin, from which the 
French claux is derived, seems to have signi- 
fied, Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, not only an outward 
border, but also what we call a stripe. Mont- 
faucon, t. iii. part i. c. vi. A bar in heraldry^ 
is a narrow stripe or fascia. 

Barrs, a bar of a door. Ch. Prol. ver. 552. 

Baudkyn, Gow. Test. p. 88, Cloth of silk and gold 
thread. Brocade. Henry III: presented to the Ab- 
bey of St. Alban's many vestments of the stuff 
called baldokyn, ( not of silk merely, but a sort of 
tissue,) one of which was called vinea from the 
figure of a vine, and the other paradise from a 
figure of Adam driven out: these were very 
rich, and the ground was embroidered with 
these figures: Richard also, the brother of 
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Henry, gave two b/Moki/fis. See Newcome's 
Hist, of St Alban's, p. 409. Eleanor Bohun, 
Duchess of Gloucester, who died in 1399, be- 
queathed a vestment, of which the ground is 
'' de haukyn blue diapres des autres colours," 
to the Abbey of Walden. See Nichols's Collect, 
of Royal Wills, p. 179. Bcddekinum — pannus 
omnium ditissimus, cnjus utpote stamen ex 
filis auri, subtegmen ex 9€ri€0, texitur.' Gloss. 
Matt. Paris, edit. Watts. Sec afeo Du Cange. 
in V, It is mentioned as part of a rich convoy 
in the ancient Romance of Merfin, P. li. EIKs*s 
Metr. Romances, vol. i. 385. The convoy is 
described 

Full of ich maner prey; 
Ofvenisoun, andflesch, and brede. 
Of brown sle, and win white aad rode. 
Of Imudekim, and povple fall. 
Of gold and silver, aad «endai. 

Baudrik, a girdle or sash. Ch. ProL ver. 116. 
Usually a belt of leathery so called, from havr- 
droieUr, the currier who prepared the skins for 
this purpose ; baiidraius, Lat. Infiro. So bau- 
droj/er, coria poliw. Lacombe, Diet, du vieux 
Lang, de France. This baudrick of the Yeo- 
man, however, as Mr. Strutt has observed, 
seems to have been a sash passed over the 
shoulder ; for Chaucer had before mentioned a 
belt as a part of his dress. 

Bauttb. Qu.? See i«i«*r. p. 864. 

Bb, been. Ch. P. L. ver. 44. 
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Bbguyn. See Th. Anim. p. 4S. 

Bbhiget^ Sax. assure. Ch. F. L. ver. 396. 

BsLMAHiR. Ch. ProL ver. 57. Mr. Tyrwhitt can- 
not find any country of this name in any au- 
thentick geographical writer; but observes^ 
that Froissart mentions Benatnarin among the 
kingdoms of Africa. In his note on the pas- 
8age> he offers a reason for supposing Belniarie 
to be a corruption of that word. 

Bbn, Sax. to be. Ch. Prol. ver. 141, 167- 

are. Gow. I. ver. 90, Ch. ProL ver. 

764, 820. 

been. Ch. ProL ver. 361, 465. 



Bbnomb, took away. Ch. S. P. II. 70. From the 
Sax. bemnie. As in the Rom. of the Rose, ver. 
1509. Narcissus 



was for thnut in grete distresM 



Ofherte, and of hit ^ 

That had his breth almost bmcmitn. 

BiKNAKD, a physician of Montpelier in the thir- 
. teenth century. Ch. ProL ver. 436. 
Bbsakte. See 1%. Anim. p. 36. 
Bbsmotrbd, Sax. smutted. Ch. ProL ver. 76. 
BisY, busy. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 11. So used by 

Chaucer, C. T. ver. 2855. See the note, p. 

297. 
Bk^oni, begone. Ch. F. L. ver. 186. 
BiooTT. See Th. Anim. p. 42. 
Brr, BYT, biddeth. Gow. lUustr. p. 140, Ch. 

ProL ver. 187, Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, 

that Chaucer frequently abbreviates the thurd 

Tt 
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person singular of ^the present tense in this 
manner; 9s rit for rideth;ustarU for standeth, 
&c. . Gower does the aame. 

Blangmamqsr^ a very different dish in the time ot 
Chaucer^ from that which is now so called. In 
the Ancient Forme of Cury, it is also written 
Blomanger. The receipt for.making it notices 

• rice, and caponsj and almond milk, and fried 
almonds, &c. 'as the component parts. See 
Pegge's Fbrtne of Cury, &c. p. 102. 

B018TOU8LT, roughly. Ch. F. i. ver. 595. This 
adverb occurs in the Canterb. Tales, and the 
adjective boistpus repeatedly. . 

Bqkbusio Fr« a buckler. . Ch. JProl. ver* 112. 

Boras, Fr. harax. Ch. Prol. ver. 632. 

Horde, Sax. a table. Ch. Prol ver. 53. The 
knight is here placqd at the head of the table; 
he hadde often begorme the horde above all 
nations. This term of chivalry, to begin the 
boards says Mn Waittoni, is. tobe placeid in the 
uppermost 8^t of the hall. See Anstis, Ord. 
of the Garter, . i. - App. p. xv: ''The earl of 
Sur^ began the horde^Xn presence: the earl of 
• Arundel \)vashed with him, and sattboth at the 
first messe. — Began the borde at the chamber's 
end ;" that is, sate at the head of that table 
which wai^ at the end of 'the chamber: This 
was at Windsor, in 15l9.-^In.a celebration of ' 
the fe^st of Christmas al Greenwich, in 1488, 
^' the due of JBedefo'rd beganne the table on 
Ae right sidi of the hall> iind next untoo hym 
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was the lord Dawbeneye, &€." Leland, Coll. 
vol. ill. 237, edit. 1770. Sec Warton's Hist. 
Eng. Poet- vol i. 17S. 
Bote, Sax. remedy, profit. Ch. Prol ver. 486, 
Ch. F. L. ver. 8S. So, in Pierce Plowman's 
Crede, the disappointed Piers exclaims, (sign- 
B. iii. cd. 1554,) 

Than aeide I to my self, here is Ao hou, 
Here pride is the Pater noster, &c. 

Bracer, Fr. armour for the arm. Ch. Proh ver. 
111. 

Brase, make ready. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 45. 

Brast, Sax. burst. Ch. F. L. ver. 490. 

Brayed, started, awaked. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 35. 
So, in the Canterbury Tales, ver. 4383. 
And with the falle out of hire alepe ihe bmide. , 

Breads, Sax. breadth. Ch. F. L. ver. 43. . 

Brbnning, burning. Sax. Ch. F. L. ver,. 408. 
'' The «fif»ne-&r6nnifig>" the burning vof the 
sun. Bretmifiglj/ is used for hotly in the Can- 
terb. Tales. See also Wicliffe's translation of 
the Bible : '' The sunne shall not brenne .tibe^ 
by day, &c.*' 

Bret-ful, brimful. Ch. Prol. ver. 689. So Mr. 
Warton explains the word. Mr. Tyrwhitt says^ 
that the sense is much more clear than the ety- 
mology. The etymology I confess myself at a 
loss to illustrate ; but I can produce an example 
of the word in Piers Plowaians Crede, and in a 
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passage which is certainly a masteriy painting. 
Sign. B. i. b. edit. 1554. 

' ■ a frere on a bench, 

A grete chorl and a gTym> growen as a tonne; 
With a face so fat, as a ful bleddere;^ 
Blowen brt{fid of breth» and as a faagge honged 
On bothen his chekes, &c. 

Briddes, Sax. brides. Ch. F. L. ver. 37. So 
thridde for thirds no less frequent in our elder 
writers. 

Broche> Fr. a kind of buckle or clasp. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 160. Here intended for a breast-pin. It 
was no doubt a very fashionable female orna,- 
ment> since we find not only the Prioress thus 
decorated with it> but the knights also particu- 
larly intent on offering the ladies in the Court 
of Lycamedes '' broche and ring/* in order to 
discover Achilles, who, they concluded^, would 
reject both " broche and ring." See the an- 
cient romance of The Battell of Troy, cited 
in this work, p. 165, 166. See also Illustr. 
p. 235. 

BuxoMNESSB, obedience, humility. Ch. Illustr. 
p. 133.' From buxutn, yielding; frequent in 
our old writers. Sax. bocpim. 

BuRDOUN, Fr. the bass, a humming noise, as Mn 
Tyrwhitt explains the word; referring to Du 
Cange, in V. Burdo. ' Ch. Prol. ver. 675. 
'* Bare a stiff burdoun," i. e. sang the base;"^ 
orji as Speght's Glossary adds, " a deep baseJ' 
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' Nevertheless^ some may prefer, in explanation^ 
the burden or chorus of the song. 
By and by, exactly, distinctly. Ch. F. L. ven 
59, 145. By and by, sigillatim^ Prompt. 
Parvulorum, as cited by Mr. Tyrwhitt. And, 
when he cites, from the Romaunt of the Rose, 
ver. 4581. " These were his wordis by and 
bt//* as an illustration of the meaning already 
given ; I think that he is confirmed, in his 
opinion, by a passage in A pleasaunie Pathe^^ 
uoaye leadynge to an honest lyfe, &c. bl. L 
4to. sans date. Sign. A. i. b. Where a youth 
desires counsel of an old man, who promises to 
give it, and who gives it under regular heads : 
the young man professes himself all attention, 
and says, 

Therfore when it shall please you, saye on 6y and ky. 

Byhovs, Sax. to advantage. Ch. Illustr. p. 13L 
Bythe, beeth. Ch. S. P. 1. ver. 9. 



a 



Cappe, Lot. A cap, or hood. To set a man's 

cap^ to make a fool of him. Ch. Prol. ver. 

588. 
Carle, a churl, a hardy country fellow. Ch. 

Prol. ver. 547. Brit, carl, a miser. Angl. 

Sax. carh masculus, rusticus. The word 19 

used by Spencer in both senses. 
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Cabpb, to talk. Ch. ProL ver. 476. hynimj, 
speaking of the Scotisb poets^ says, " Stewart 
of Lome will carp richt curiouslie." See 
Chalmers's Lyndsay^ Gloss, in V. where other 
instances of carp^ in this sense> are cited* 

Cas, Fr. chance. Ch, ProL ver. 846. 

Catel, Ch. Prol. ver. 542. Mr. Tyrwhitt here 
interprets the word by goods, valuable things 
of all sorts; that is, as we now say, chattels. 
But perhaps the learned critick is, in this in- 
stance, mistaken. The Plowman is described 
paying his tithes, full faire and well, both of 
his proper swink, that is, the tithes of his own 
personal labour, and of his catel, that is, cattle. 
The poet seems to intend such distinction. 

Cellb, Lat. a religious house, subordinate to some 
great abby. Ch. Prol. ver. 170. Of these 
cells some were altogether subject to their re- 
dpiective abbies, who appointed their officers, 
and received their revetiues ; while others con- 
sisted of a stated number of monks, who had a 
prior sent them from the abby, and who paid 
an annual pension as an acknowledgement of 
their subjection; but, in other matters, acted 
as an independent body, and received the rest 
of their revenues for their own use. These 
piHories or cells were of the same order with 
the abbies on whom they depended. See Tan- 
ner, Pref. Not Monast. p. xxvii. 

Cerriall. See Th. Anim. p. 53. 

Chanterie, an endowment for the payment of a 
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priest^ to sing mass agreeably to the appoint- 
ment of the founder. Ch. Prol. v^.*518. The 

• number of Chanteries and Free Chapels (for 
they are so classed together) before the Disso- 
lution of Monasteries^ &c. is stated to be in 
England and Wales^ as rated for the payment 
of first-fruits and tenths^ 2374. See Weever's 
Funeral Monuments^ fol. edit. 1631> p, 192. 

Chepe, Cheapside in London. Ch. Prol. ver. 
756. The old distinction:^ of East and West 
Cliepe, however^ were not confined to what is 
now known merely as Cheapside. See Stow, 
Newcourt, &c. '' The standarde in Chepe." 
Fabian's Chron. ii. 334. 

CflERUBiNNBS PACE, Ch. Pvol. vcr. 626. Mr. Tyr* 
whitt says, that H. Stephens ( Apol. Herod. 1. i. 
c. XXX.) quotes the same thought from a French 
epigram : 

Nos grands docteurs au Cherubin visage, itc. 

CflBSE, Sax. choose. Gow. I. ver. 61. Repeat- 
edly so used by Chaucer, and the author of the 
Vis. of P. Plowman. 

Chevachib, an expedition, Fn Ch. Prol. ver. 
85. Mr. Warton has hastily explained it, riding, 
exercises of horsemanship ; and cites the Comr 
plaint of Mars and Venus, ver. 144. edit. 
Urr. Where Urry's glossary terms it riding in 
state. But Mr. Tyrwhitt, in a note, observes 
that it most properly means an expedition with 
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a small party of cavalry ; but is often used ge- 
nerally for any military expedition. Holinshed 
calls it a rode. See also Du Cange in V. Cft€- 
valchia. Equitatio ad quam tenebantur vas- 
salli, quando foedalis. dominus pergebat in ex- 
ercitum. 

Chsvalrib^ Fr. knighthood; the manners^ exer- 
cifles> and valiant exploits^ of a knight. . Ch. 
' ProL ver. 45. 

Childe, 4 youth. Ch. F. L. ver. 259. Here 
used to designate the pages or henchmen, in a 
preceding line ; or, more properly peaking, 
the jfovtig esquiers of the respective knights. 
Tristram^ after being dubbed Squire by Cali- 
dore, is called Child, by Spencer. Sir Trya- 
moure, in the romance of that name, is also 
repeatedly called the Child before jhe was made 
a knight. 

Chists^ chest. Gow. I. ver. 34. Lat. data. In 

some MSS. it is written kiste, 

' 

CiTRiNATioN. See Th, Anim. p. 43. 

Clapsed, clasped. Ch. ProL ver. 275. 

Clerk, a man of learning. Ch, ProL ver. 482. 

So the Clerk of Oxenforde. 
CoFRB, Fr. a chest. Gow. I. ver. 23, &c. Ch, Prol. 

ver. SOD. 
Coke, Lat. a cook. Ch. ProL ver. 381. 
Comb RrrHSR, love, to m^ Ch. ProL ver. 674. 

Supposed by Mr. Tyrwhitt to be the beginning, 

or burthen, of some known song. 
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CoMFACB^ coMPAS, Ff. a circlc, or ring. Ch* 
F. L. ver. 163, 343. 

Compere, Fr. an equal, a companion. Ch. ProL 
ver. 672. Thus Beelzebub is styled by Milton 
" the bold compeer'^ of Satan, P. L. B. i. 137. 

CoNTRAiRE, Fr. contrary, opposite. Ch. F, i. 
ver. 82. 

CoppE, Sax. the top of any thing. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 566. 

CoRSERff, for coarser, a war-horse. Oh. F. L. 
ver. 264. 

CosiN, adj. allied. Ch. Prol. ver. 744. 

CovsRCHiEFS, ' Fr. head-cloallis Ch. ProL ver. 
455. 

CoviNE, Fr. Secret contrivances. Ch. Prol. ver. 
606. 

CouNTODR, Ch. ProL ver. 361. Though this wiwd 
has been considered by Mr. Tyrwhitt as unin- 
telligible, some light is thrown upon the usage 
of it, I think, in the notes, Ittustr. p. 249, 
250. A Countour, one deputed on especial 
business into other Counties besides his own. 

CouRTBPY, Teut a short cloke, or gown. Ch. 
Prol ver. 292. Mr. Tyrwhitt calls it a short 
cloke of coarse cloth, from the Teutonic kort 
curtus, and p{je penula coactilis ex villis eras- 
sioribus. Kilian in W. Mr. Strutt admits 
that the courtepy was certainly an upper gar- 
ment, and worn by women as well as mei^ in 
Chaucer's time ; but believes that it belonged 
more properly to the former than to the latter, 
uu 
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and that^ if Chaucer be correct^ it was the same 

as the cote or gown. For, in the Romance of 

the Rose, what William de Lorris calls a cote, 

Chaucer has translated a courtepy, meaning in 

that place a woman's gown. 
CouTHB, knew, was able. Gov). II. ver. 31. 

Ch. Proh ver. 392. 

known. Ch. Prol. ver. 14. 

CouDE, knew, was able. Ch. Prol. ver. 94, 95. 
Craftely, skilfully. Sax. Ch. F. L. ver. 339. 

So crqftesman, in the Canterb. Tales, is a man 

ofskiU. 
Chased^ jcrazed> injured in understanding. Ch^ 

S. P. I. ver. 19. 
Cbispe. See Th. Anim. p. 40. 
Cristofre, Ch. Prol. ver. 115. See Illustr. p. 

232. . 

Croppes^ Sax. the extremities pf ^he ahoots of 

vegetables. Ch. ProU ver. 7. 
Crull, Sax. purled. Ch^ Prol. ver. 81. 
CuLPONs^ Fr. Shreds. Ch. Pv^h ver. 681, 
CuNNYNGiV subst. knowledge.. CK S. P. I. ver. 61. 
CuRTKi^ Fr. courteouti. Ch. Prol. ver, 99. 
CuTTE, to draw., ^ Ch. Prol. ver. 857.. Seethe 

note, IlhjLstr.jf, 269. , 



D. 



Damascene, Johannes Mesue Damascenus, an Ara* 
bian physician, in the eighth and ninth centu« 
Ties. Oh. Prol. ver. 435. 
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Danobr, custody. Ch. ProL ver. 665. See the 
note, Illustr. p. 262. and tlie Ram. R. ver. 
1470. ed- Urr. 

Narciflgus was a bachilere^ 

That love had caught in his damngcrt. 

Debonaire, 8weet> agreeable. Gow. 11. ver. 37. 

DouXy bon, &c. Gloss. Fabliaux^ &c. edit. 

Meon, vol. i. 435. 
Diis, Ch. Prol. ver. 372. The word Deis occurs 

so frequently in our old authors^ that it may be 

wt)rth the while, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, to endea- 
vour to give a more satisfactory explanation of i 

it than is to be found in the Glossaries. '' I 

apprehend that it originally signified the wooden 

floor (lyaiSy Fr. De assibus, Lat.) which was 

laid at the upper end of the hall, as we still see 

it in College-halls, &c. That part of the room . 

therefore, whftch was 'floored with planks> was ' 

called the Dais, the rest 'being either the bare 

ground or at best paved -with stone ; and being 

raised above the level-of the other parts it was 

often called the high D&i€. In royal halls there 

were more Dai$ than* one, each of them pro- 
bably raised above the other by one or more 

steps ; and that where the King sate was called 

the highest Dais. At a dinner, which Charles V. 

of France gave to the Bmperour Charles IV. in 

1377, Christine de Pisah says. Hist, de Ch. V. P. 

iii. c. 33, cinq dais [dais'^ avoit en la sale plains 

de Princes et de Barons, et autres tables par- 
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toati-^et 4Bstoient les dens grans dots et les 
; dre^uers fais de barriered a I'enviroh. 

'' As the principal table was always placed 
upon a Dais, it began very soon^ by a natural 
abuse of wonts, to be called ittielf a Dais, and 
people were said to sit at the Dais, instead of 
ut the4abt^ upon the Dais. It was so in the 
time of M. Paris. Vit. Abb. p. 1070. Priore 
' praadente 9d magnam mensam^ quam Deis 
-vocamus. 

.'. ^^ M^Qs^S^ whose authority seems to have 

Ifd; later witiquarieiii to interpret Dais, a co- 

' 4io()>y^./lp^ evidently confounded* Deis with 

jD^«.. J),ers atid DersHet, from Dw^sum, as 

he ob8(9rves> mewt properly the hangings at 

. the ba^k of the com]pany, Du Cange, v. Dor- 

' SQlej but 9S, the same hanjgings were often 

.drawja.oyer ao as to form a kind of canopy over 

. th^. heads^ the- whole was called .a J>&rs. 

Chrifiitiiie^ P. ill. c. 41. Sus chascum des trois 

(the.JE^p€|*our and the Kings of France and 

Bohemia) avoit un cielj, distincte Tun de 

Tautre, de drap d'or.^ flours de lis; et par- 

^dessvs ces trob eo avoit un granr> qui coworoit 

t tout Q^u Umg 4e fa tabled et tout derriere eux 

pendoiti etiestoit de dmp.d'or.. This last del, 

or canopy*/ which pvered the whole length of 

the table^ and hung down behind the company, 

was a Ders. That it was quite a diflferent thing 

from a Dei^x appears from what follows : 
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A Tautre dois- [dais] anplus prfes (she says) 
seoit — le Daulphiri, (and others.) Et sus le 
chief du Daulphin avoh un ciel^ et puis un 
autre pardessus qui toute la table couvroit. 
Dais here plainly means a tabh. The Dauphin 
sate at the second table, and had a canopy over 
his own head^ and another which covered the 
whole table. In- short; one 'of Menage's own 
• citations^ iC properly corrected^ will fully esta- 
blish the distinct senses of these two words. 
Ceremofin de - God^roy, p.^ 3S&;" »Le Roy se 
vint jn^ttre j^ -table surun hmut Defies (read 
Deis) fart et prjpar^ en le grand salle du logis 
Archi€ipii^GO|iliI> sous Hm grand JOers, le fond 
du quell estt)it tout d*or. H&haa another cita- 
tion from Martene, de^ Man.' Hit. I i. c. xi. 
p. 109^ in nfdiich he jbumself 2i\<m% that Da- 
sium, the mme as Dais, must signify un 
estrade, a raised^ flpon » It appomi from the 
same citation^ that the assent to <the Dasium 
was by more steps than one." 

Dblicbs> delicacies^ dainties. Go'ux. II. 29. Lat. 
deliciiB. Spenser uses the word delices in the 
general sense of pleasure. Milton employs 
delicacy in Gower's sense of delices, P. L. v. 
333. 

DbuvbRj Fr. nimble. Ch. ProL ver> 88. Chau- 
cer also uses delivefly for nimbly. Mr. Tyr- 
wbitt says, that the word is plainly formed 
from the French libre; and that the Italians 
use sueltOf or sciolto, in the same sense« 
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Dei.ve, Sax. to dig. Ch. ProL ver. 538. '' Del- 

vers and dichers," P. PI. Vision. 
Demure, grave, steady. Ch. S. P. II. ver. 65. 
Departed, Fr. to part, separate. Ch. F. L. ver. 

193. So in Gower, Illustr, p. 278. " De- 
parted even of white and blew." 
Dettbles, free from debt. Cfc. ProL ver. 584. 
Deyer, Sax. a dyer. Ch. ProL ver. 364. 
Dike, Sax. to dig, to make ditches. Ch. ProL 

ver. 538. See V. Delve. 
Dintes, Sax. strokes, blows. Cb. F, L. ver. 

290. 
Disease, (disese,) Fr. uneasiness, trouble. Ch. 

F. X. ver. 377. Ch. S. P. II. ver. 119. 
DispsNCE, Fr. expence. Ch. ProL ver. 443. 
DispiTOus, angr)' to excess. Ch. ProL ver. 518. 
Do, fordone. Sax. Ch. F. L. ver. 448^ As 

ID the romance of Libeaus Disconus: 

Whan he hadde do that dede, ' ' 

To Glailhigbery he yede. 

DoMBE, Sax. dumb. Ch. ProL ver. 776. 
Dome, Sax. judgement, Ch. F. L. ver. 306. 
Done, for do. Sax. Gow. B. Pref. p. 139. 
Dormant, Fr. fixed, ready. Ch. ProL ver. 355. 

This meaning Mr. Tyrwhitt illustrates from 

Froissart, V. iii. c. 52. " Les vaisseaux qui U 

dormoient a Tancre." 
DosEiN, Fr. a dozen. Ch. ProL ver. 580. 
DousEPEKis, Fr. The twelve peers of France. 

Ch. F. L. ver. 516. Often recorded by this 
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name in our elder writers. Robert of Glouces- 
ter^ in his Chronicle, calls them dozperes. 
Spenser has adopted, from Skelton, according 
to Mr. Warton, the u$:age of this word in the 
singular number, and likens Braggadocchio to 
a doughty doucepere, F. Q iii. x. 3L 
Dragg£S, Fr. drugs. Ch. Prol ver. 428. 
DuBBB ME KNIGHT, Illustv, p. 166. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
supposes, that this phrase is derived from the 
stroke, with a sword or otherwise ; which was 
a principal ceremony at the creation of a knight. 
It was callcvl in French la coUe, from the Lat- 
colaphus. The word duhhe is better illustrated 
under the word adouber, in GIohs. Fabliaux, &c. 
edit, par Barbazan, nouv. ed. par Meon. which 
indeed renders Mr. Tyrwhitt's derivation ofdubbe 
from tl)e Islandick dubban, to strike, somewhat 
questionable. Adouber or adoubir, then, is thus 
explained. " Habiller, ^quiper, armer, garnir, 
arranger, faire un Chevalier, le rev^ter et 
Tarmer des v6temens et armes de la Chevalerie: 
du mot Latin adaptare, qui a ces significations^ 
et non pas d*adoptare, adopter, comme le pr^ 
tend M. Du Cange. Dans le Roman d'Auberi, 
on lit : 

Mult ee basterent pour lor maus anetnis, 

Raoul Vadouhe qui estoit ses amis; 

Premiers li cbauce nee esperons maasiB^ 

Et puis li a le branc o^ coslel mis, 

Sn col Icfitrt, SI com il ot apris. 
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E. 



EccLESiAST, an ecclesiastical person. Ch. Prol. 
vcr. 710. 

Elles^ else. Gow. I. ver. 57* Ch. Prol. vcr. 
377. 

Eloy, St. Ch. Prol. ver. 120. See Illustr. p, 
234. 

Embroudbd, Fn embroidered. Ch. Prol. ver. 89, 
and F. X. ver. 330. From the French broder, 
originally (Mr. Tyrwhitt says) border. 

Enarmyd, arm^. Ch. S. P. 11. 74. • A term of 
heraldry^ signifying that the horns^ hoofs^ beak, 
or talons, &c. of any beast or bird of prey 
« (being their weapons) are of a different colour 
from those of their bodies. See also the note, 
p. 304. . . 

Entbeb, Fn See the npte, Gow. Fr. P. p. 106. 

Envynkd, Fr. stored with wine. Ch. Prol. ver. 
344. Here the printed copies, before Mr. 
Tyrwhitt's edition, read viendid, which Mr. 
Warton explains by vianded. Mr, Tyrwhitt, 
however^ hayings found envjfned in two MSS. 
justly preferred this reading, which is also con- 
firmed by other MSS. Cotgrave, as Mr. Tyr- 
whitt has observed, gives envind in the ^me 
sense, Fr. Diet. 

Ebj adv. Sax. before. Qh. F. L. ver. 28, &c. 

Ebb, Fr. to plough. Cli. Prol. ver. 888. 

Ebuche, early. Gow. I. ver. 41. 
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Bros; See Th. Anim. p. 50, &c 

Eii8T> first Ch. FroL ^ren 778. Superbtive 
from the Sax. er. 

EssB^ Ff. accommodated* Ck. PnU rw. 29. 
""Wei esed/' Men 4i9it. The later i^nch 
usage of aise singular^ and ttstses phnl, ««[- 
accented, k in Mr. TyrwhitCs opinion a cor- 
ruption. 

E«rATaLioit> statefy. Ob. /^of . «rer. 140. 

S^imiCH» avtoitcaoK» Sax. etery one of many. 
Ch. Pnt. ver. 373, and F. L. ven i6L 

BttMi>LAm> Fr. exemplary. Ch. F.Ih ver. 602. 

Eyen, Sax, eyes. Ch. Prd. ver. 15% flOL 



r. 



Faldihg, Cfc. Prol. ver. 892. According to Skin- 
ner, ^o derives ike ^vord from the Ak)gl.«£hix. 
/Mb^ <pKca,) a kind mfvdane^toih. How- 
ever that may lie, nya Mr. Tyn^tt;, Hdmoldus 
^caks of Indumenta laneth proUbly <xiarse 
enough, qiae not appellamtis FOfhtm, Ghron. 
Slav. 1. i. c. i. Pattin in IriA, aiecoiding to 
Llhuydt signifies a maatle. Giialdiia Cam- 
hvenais, as Mr. Tyrwhitt and Mr« Walker have 
dieam, toKaribes the Irish clodied in phitfingis 
lamas: ^'Pfaaiingis laneis ^oque foUiorum 
vice tttuntur, sen braccis caligatis seu cafigis 
braccatis, et his plerumque colore Aicatis.'' 
Topog. Hib. dist. 3. c. 10. From the Ptomp- 

XX 
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torium Parvulorum Mr. Tyrwhitt also cites Fai- 
dyng cloth, which is there rendered amphi- 
baluSy birrus; and Row cloth, as faldyng and 
other like/ which is rendered endromis and also 
amphibalus. See Du Cange in V. Amphibaltts. 

Fantasy, Fr. fancy. Ch. S. P. L ver. 24. 

Faksed, stuffed, filled. Ch. Prol. ver. 233. From 
the French farcir. This was formerly a very 
common word in cookery, arid is now changed 
into ^orcerf; and \ft szy forcedrmeat, instead 
oi farced. The substantive farsure was also 
used for stuffing. See Pcgge's Gloss. Forme 
of Cury, p. 134, 136. 

Faste, faced, i. e. carried a false appearance, an 
appearance of ignorance. Gow. I. ver. 16. 

Fayrb, Sax. fair. C7i. Prol. ver. 204, 234. 

——fairly, gracefully. Ch. Prol. ver. 94, 
275: 

Feine, Fr. to feign. Ch. Prol. ver. 738. 

Feintise, dissimulation. Ch. F. L. ver. 549. So, 
in the^ translation of Alain Chartier's La Belle 
Dame saris mercy, ver. 387. " a mouth with- 
out /rfnrt^e." Fr. And in P. PI. Crede, edit* 
1554. Sign. B: i. b; 

And we ben founded fulliche, without /trm^'^r. 
Felawship, Sax. company. Ch. Prol. ver. 476. 
Felb, Sax. many. Cft. F. L. ver. 5. So, in P. 
Pi. Crede, Sign. B. i. edit. 1554. 



dores ful stronge. 



Feraierye, and fraitur, \rith/cfc mo houses. 
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Again, Sign. C. i. b. ^^fele wise/* i, e. many 
ways. 

Fbrb, viz. in fere, together. Ch. F. X, ven 71, 
351, 369. 

Fbrmb, Fr. a farm. Ch. Prol. ver. 253. 

Fermentation. See Th, Anim. p. 37. 

Ferre, Sax. further. Ch. ProL ver. 48. The 
comparative of fer, far. Repeatedly used by 
Chaucer. Ferrer, Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, is 
used at length by Peter of Langtoft. So, I may 
add, in P. PL Crede, Sign. B. i. edit. 1554. 
Then walkede I/errer, and went al abouten. 

But the romance of Ywaine and Gawin sup- 
ports Chaucer, ver. 435. 

And I dunt folow him nofen\ 

Ferrest, furthest. Ch. Prol. ver. 496. 

Fbrthing, Sax. a farthing ; any very small thing. 
Noferthing — of grese. Not the smallest spot 
of grease. Ch. Prol. ver. 134. 

Fetisb, well made, neat. Ch. Prol. ver. 137. 

Fotisely, nesctly, properly. Ch. ProL ver. 124. 

Fettb, fetched. Ch. ProL ver, 821. 

Fidel, Sax. a fiddle. Ch. ProL ver. 298. Sec 
also the Illustr. p. 242. 

Finch, Sax. a small bird.. To pull a finch. Ch. 
ProL ver. 654. This was a proverbial ex- 
pression, signifying, Mr. Tyfwhitt says. To 
strip a man, hy fraud, of his manej/s ^c. See 
Rom. of R. ver. 5983. 
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If I may gripe a riche inui, 

I shall 80 pulle him, if I can. 

That he shall in a fewe stoundes 

Lese all his markes and his poundes. — 

Our maidens shall eke plucke him so. 

That him shall neien fethen mo,— 

See also ver. 6820. 

Withoute scalding they hem puUc. 

Florencb. See Th. Anim. p. 51. 

Floytino, playing on the flute. Ch. Prol. ver. 
91. The instrument is called^ as Mr. Tyrwhitt 
observes^ zfioite, in Chaucer's House of Fame, 
B. iii. 133. The first syllable, Mr. Tyrwhitt 
adds, for a time retained the broad sound of its 
original : See Du Cange, V. Flauta, and Ki- 
lian, V. Flujfte* In some copies floating is 
changed tojlowttng. 

Fotws, Sax. to follow. Ch. Prol. ver. 680* 

Ttntvt, Sax. to try. Gow. B. Pr^. p. 141. So 
used by Chaucer, Canterb. Tales, rer. 4767, 
9i»^. ed. Tyrwhitt. 

Fon, Sax. Conj. quia, Lat. pour ee que, ¥r. 
Because that. For that him luste to ride so. 
Ch. Prol. rer. 102. 

For, Sax. Prep, pro, Lat. pour, ft. It is often 
prefixed to TeHbs in the infinitive mood, in the 
French manner. For to teUen, pour dire. Ch. 
Prol. ver. T3. For to don, pour feire. 78. 
For to hon hen, pour avoir ^W. 754. 

Forage. See Th. Anim. p. 44. 

FoRPiKXP^ Sax. wasted away. Ch. Prol. ver. 205. 
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FoRSHRaM&K^ quite shrunk. CSu F. L. ver. 468. 

Fbr, in coinposrtion> being intmsir^e of the 

signification of the word to which it is joined. 
FoRSTER, Fr. a forester. Ch. Prol. ver, 117. 

VJnttexi foster €, in his translation of the Rom. 

of the Rose^ ver. 6389. And to used by Spitti- 

ser, F. Q. iii. i. 12. 
FoKTHY^ therefore. Gow. I. ver. 113. As in 

Chaucer, C.T. ver. 1843. 

And/or% I you put in this degree. 
That eche of yon shall have his destiaee. 

Fortune, Fr. to make fortunate. Ch. Frol. ver. 
419. 

FoRWOROj Sax. (foreword,) a promise, or cove- 
nant. Ch. Prol. ver. 831, 850, 854. Mr. 
Tyrwhitt proposes also '' made forwor^* in- 
stead of '"forward^"' Prol. ver. 33. Which 
Ritson adopts, Bnglish Antholog. iii. Z. But 
MSS. of good note read /onoarA 

FoTB-MANTEL, Ch. Prol. ver. 474. A species of 
petticoat, such as is used to this day by market- 
women, when they ride on horseback, to keep 
their gowns clean. Mr. Strutt supposes it, 
even in the poet's time, to have been a vulgar 
habit ; because the Prioress, riding in the same 
company, with the Wife of Bath, had a spruce 
cl/oak, which answered the same purpose. See 
The Habits of the People of Eng, vpl. ii. p. 
377. Mr. Strutt's explanation of the cloajc an- 
swering the same purpose, is questionable ; it 
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is more probable^ as he observes in a note, 
that the fote-niantel, being a lay-habit^ was 
forbidden to the religious. 

FoTHER, Sax. a carriage-load, an indefinite large 
quantity. Ch. Prol. ver. 532. '' Sixtija 
fothra/' sixty loads, Sax. Chron. In the 
North of England /ud^er is thus used, and in 
Scotland father. See Chalmers's Gloss, to Sir 
David Lyndsay's Poetical Works. 

Frankelein. See the notes, Illustr. p. 247, 248. 

Frb, Sax. willing, unconstrained. Ch. Prol. ver. 
854. 

Fredom, Sax. frankness. Ch. Prol, ver. 46. 

Frere, Fr. a friar. Ch. Prol. ver. 208. 

Fret, Fr. a band. Ch. F. L. ver. 152. So, in the 
Legende of Good Women, ver. 215. ed. Urr. 

She waB clad in roiall habile grene, 

A fret ofgoldc she had next her here. 
And upon that a white coroune she here. 

These frets are probably the adories bandes 
noticed by Will, de Lorris in his account of the 
costly head-dresses of the ladies, Som. de la 
Rose. 



G. 



Galicb, a province of Spain. Ch. Prol. ver. 468. 
The famous shrine of St. James at Compostella 
was in Galicia. 
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Galingale^ sweet cyperus. Ch. Prol. ver. 383. 
See the note, Illustr. p. 252. 

Gallien, Galen. Ch. Prol. ver. 433. 

Gatisden, John de Gatesden or Gaddesden, author 
of a medical work, entitled Rosa Anglicana, 
in the fourteenth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 436. 
Freind, in his History of Medicine, speaks with 
the utmost contempt of this physician. 

Gat-tothed, Ch. Prol. ver. 470. This is placed 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt among words in Chaucer 
not understood. I think the meaning clear and 
pointed, when we consider the disposition of 
the person to whom the word is applied. Gat" 
toothed, or goat-toothed^ explains itself; gap-- 
toothed, which some commentators have pro- 
posed as its substitute, gives no trait of cha- 
racter. I need scarcely add, that gat or gate 
is used, by our elder writers, for goat. 

Gauded, (all with grene,) having the gawdies 
green. Ch. Prol. ver. 159. Some, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt observes, were of silver gilt : Monast. torn, 
iii. p. 174. Tria paria precularium del Cor all 
cum le gaudeys argenti deaurata. So, in Gower, 
Conf. Amant. fol. 190, 

A pair of bedes blacke as sable 
Shetoke, and hynge my necke about; 
Upon the gaudes all without 
Was wyte of gold, pur rep^ser. 

Philippa, countess of March, who died in 1381, 
(I must add,) makes the following bequest in 
her will. '* It'm un pair des ances les gavdes 
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des cfoices rouges etiamaylez, &c." Nichols's 
Royal Wills, p. 100. These gawdies, or trinkets, 
are thus noticed also in the will of Eleanor de 
Bohun, duchess of Gloucester, who died in 
1399. " Item, jeo devise a madame et mere 
la Countesse d'Erford, un paire de pater nostres 
de corall de cynquaunt graunts ove v gaudes 
d'or en manere des longets, &c.*' 

Oer», Sax. all sorts of instruments; as of cookery. 
Cfc. Prol. ver. 354. 

GtaLOKD, tr. a garland. Ch. Prol. ver. 668. 

CftmABE, Granada. Ch. Prol. ver. 56. 

Gst, Fr. gestCj fashion. Ch. Prol. ver. 684. 
Here the new get, Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, is 
the new fashion. Gette, or jett, for the Ma- 
nuscripts differ, is used in the same sense by 
Hoccleve, De Regim. Princip. MS. Bodl. 1504, 
1786. 

Also ther is another ntwegeue. 
All foule waste of cloth and excessif. 

Gipcsia^ Fr. a pouch or purse. Ch. ProL yet^ 
S&S. See also the note, lUustr. p. 247. 

GiPOK, Fr. a short cassock. Chi Prol. ver. 75. 
As a military habit, Strutt denominates it also 
a ganibeson. See Habits of the People of Eng* 
land, vol. ii. p. 174. The gambe^an is after- 
wards called lihe powpoAiri; which ¥ras first in* 
troduced by ttilitary men, and worn by them 
under their wmottr; but, in prboefls of time, the 
ffourpoivts were faced with tieh materiak^ and 
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ornamented with embroidery; and then they 
were used without the armoun So the knight 
here appears in a gtpon, or potirpoint, of fug- 
tian> staiqed by his. armour. Ibid. p. 350. Be- 
fore Chaucer's time, the word was written 
jupoun. 

GiKLBS, Sax. Young penons^ either male or fe- 
male. ,Ch. Prol. ver. 666. See Mr. Tyr- 
whitf s note^ lUuatr. p. ^2. 

GhKD, Sax. pleasant. Ch. F. L. ver. 35. '' A 
glad light grcncu'' 

Gmabs^ Sax. a hard Knot in a tree. Qh. Prol. 
ver. 551. 

Gnoffiv ^ miser. This is another of the words 
and phrases in Chaucer, which Mr. Tyrwhitt 
pronounces not underrtpod. But see jdie ex* 
planationofit, inthenote^, lUustr. pw980. 

Gobbst/ Fr. a morsel. Ch. Prol. ver. 698. 

GoLBABDBis. CH. Prol. ver. 562. See the note; 
lUnstr. p. 257. In P. Plowmans Vision, this 
character is exhibited with a distinction^ which 
has escaped th^ notice of Mr. Tyrwhitt See 
thePpem^ fol. iii. 

Than greoed hym a Goleardei^ a^<o#ofi qfmordu. 
And to the angell on hygfa answered aAa> &c 

Compare also P. Plowmans Crede^ Sign. C. i. b. 

Trow ye that glejvi of that got, that Odm it ytaU— 

GRAiincr, Fr. great thanks. Ch. F.L. ver. 462. 

Written at length grand mercjf in the Canter* 

bury Tales. 

^7 
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Gkesb^ Fr. grease. Ch. Prol. ver. 135. 
OsLEVBS, Sax. groves. Ch. F. L. ver. 367. As 
in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 1497. Phebus 

with his stmnes drieth in the grevet 

The nlver dropes^ hanging on the leves. 

Gws, Fr. a species of fur. Ch. Prol. ver. 194. 
It is not clear, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, of what spe- 
cies of fur the gris was, only that it was one of 
the better sorts. See Du Cange in V. Griseum. 

Gbutchsd, grudged, discontented. Gow. I. ver. 
48. Dr. Johnson cites two instances, from 

• Tusser and Ben Jonson, of this word, which he 
pronounces corrupted for the sake of the 
rhyme. The learned lexicographer was not 
aware that the word had been employed by 
Cower, and by Chaucer ; the latter of whom 
writes it gruche or grocJie. 



H. 



Habirgeon, Fr. a diminutive of hauberg, a coat 

of mail. Ch. Prol ver. 76. 
Hali, an Arabian Physician. Ch. ProL ver. 433. 
Happb, to happen. Ch. Prol. ver. 587. 
Hardily, (hardely,) Sax. certainly. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 8S4, So, in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 
7901, 

And therfore wolde I do you obeysance. 
At &r M reion atketh hardefy. 
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Harlot. Ch. Prol. ver. 649. See Th. Atdm. 
p. 79. And the notes^ lUustr. p. 261. Mr. 
Horne Tooke has distinguished^ in a variety of 
instances^ this application of harlot to nien> 
merely as persons receiving wages on hire. 
Ema llrBftitrra, vol. ii.' p. 150. The instance^ 
from the Sompnoures Tale^ is very pointed : 

A sturdy harlot went hem ay behyndej 
Thai was her ko9U» man, and bare a sacke. 

Hablotribs^ ribaldries. Ch. Prol ver. 563. 

Haunt, Fr. custom^ practice. Ch. Prol. ver. 
449. 

Heggb, Sax. hedge. Ch. F. L. ver. 54, 403. 
So, in our old romances, bregge for bridge ; 
and still in the Northern parts of England 
brig. 

Hem, them, passim. 

Henchmbk^ pages. ,Ch. F. L. ver. 25S. This 
word continued to be used in this sense to the 
time of Milton. See his MS. Trin. Coll. Cambr. 
Ode at a Solemn Mustek, ver. 12. Where the 
Cherubim are called first ^' sweet-winged 
squires/' then ^' Heaven's henshmen.*^ 

Hbng, Sax. hung. Ch. Prol. ver.S60^ 678. 

Hbnt, Sax. took hold of. Ch. Prol ver. 700. 

Hbb, or HiB, Sax. their, passim, 

Hebbeb, Sax. an arbour. Ch. F. L. ver. 49. In 
P. Plowmans Crede^ among the conventual 
luxuries, are reckoned '^ Qrcheyardes and er* 
beres,** Sign. A. iiii. b. 
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Hbrberwb, Sax. an inn a. lodging. Ch. Prol. ven 

?67. Sec the note lUMtr. p. 350. In ver. 

405^ it rather means^ Mr. Tyrwhitt thinks^ a 

harbour. 
Hbrd^ aisRDB^ Sax. a keeper. Ch. Proh ver. 

605. 
Hkbb^ Sax. hsjir. Ch. Prol. ver.,677. 
HsRONER. See Th. Anim. p. 45. 
Hetebnbssb;^ Sax. country of heathens. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 49. 
Hev£^ Sax. to heave^ to raise. Ch. Prol. ver. 

552. 
HiB, HiGHB^ Sax. high. In high and low. Ch. 

Prol. ver. 819. In or de alto et basso. Barb. 

Lat. Haut et bos. Fr. These^ Mr. Tyrwhitt 

remarks^ were expressions of entire submission 

on one side^ and sovereignty on the other. 
HiNB, Sax. a servant in husbandry ; a hind. Ch. 

Proh ver. 605. 
HufBERBSTj the (superlative of hind^ Sax. hind- 

mpst. Ch. Prol. ver. 624. 
HippocBA^ Hippocrates. 433. See the note^ //- 

lustr- p. 255. 
HiBB^ Sax. herself^ of her. passinu 
HoNBsrr* Fr, means generally, according to the 

French usage, creditable, honourable. Ch. 

Prol. ver. 246. 
HoBSB-KNAVE, a groom. Gow. Illustr. p. 279. 

See V. knave. 
HoflTBums, Fr. an inn or lodging-house. Ch. 

Prol. ret. 23. 
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HovYTH, Stands still, stays. Ch. S. P. IL ver. 
36. As in P. Plowmans Vision^ foL iiii. 

Yet hoiUd there an hundred in hownes [gownes] of silke, 
Sergeaunts, yt beaeined, that senien at the barre, &c. 

Hugh 0¥ Livooln* See Th. Anim. p. 63. 
Hyppb. See Th. Anim. p, 45. 



I. 



Janglyng> Sax. babbling. Gow. B. Pref. p. 

140. 
ItKE, Sax. same. Ch. ProU ver. 64. 
Julian, Ch. Prol. ver. 344. See the note, J(- 

Iwtr. p. 250. 



Kenelme. See Th. Anim. p. 66. 

KsNx, strong. Ch, F. L. ver. 271. 

Knave, Sax. properly a boy or man-child ; some- 
times, a servant. Gem. lllustr. p. 279. ^' And 
am but her hor'se-kfuwe^** i. e. their groom, 
the attendant on their horses. So Chaucer, 
Canterb. Tales, ver. 7230. 

With footmen, bothe yemen and eke ibiaoer. 
In the Chronicle of England, printed by Julian 
Notary, it is used for a manrservant. ''And 
whan the Scottes knaves saw the scomfiture 
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and the Scottes fall faste to the grounde^ they 
preckyd faste their maysters horse with the 
sporis to kepe them from peryl, &c." Sec 
Lewis's Hist, of Transl. of the Bible, p. 66. 
Knobbes, Sax. excrescencies in the shape of buds 
or buttons. Ch. ProL ver. 635, 



L. 



Ladb, for laden. Ch. P. L. ver. 305. 

Las, Fr. a lace. Ch. ProL ver. 394. 

Latok, Fr. a kind of copper or mixed metal. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 701. The Black Prince direct^ 
concerning his monument, in his Will, '' qe 
entourla ditte tombe soient dusze escuchons de 
laton, chacun de la largesse d'un pie, dont 
les syx seront de noz armez entiers, et les au- 
tres six des plumes d'ostruce, et qe sur chacun 
escuchon soit escript, c'est assaveir, sur cellez 
de noz armez et sur les autres des plumes 
d'ostruce, houmont. Et paramont la tombe 
soit fait un tablement de laton suzorrez de 
largesse a longure de meisme la tombe, &c." 
Nichols's Royal Wills^ p. 67. The shields of 
laton, or copper gilt, remain to this day on the 
tomb of this renowned warriour in Canterbury 
Cathedral ; but the motto on them is not, as 
directed in the Will, houmont ; but Ich dim. 
In our old Church-Inventories a cross of laton 
frequently occurs. 

Laurer, laury, Fr. laurel. Ch. F. L. ver. 109. 
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Lbciix> physician. Gow. II. ver. 40. So used by 
Chaucer, as is the verb leche, to heal; and 
leche-craft, the skill of the physician. 

Lbnb, Sax. lean. Ch. Prol. ver. 289. 

Lbrb, Sax. to learn. Ch. F. X. ver. 229. 

Lered> learned. Ch. Prol. ver. 577. 

Lbst^ LiST^ LusT> Sax. pleasure. Ch. Prol. ver. 
132, 192. 

Lbst, lists, luste. Sax* to please. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
says, it is generally used as an impersonal verb, 
in the third person only, for it pleaseth or it 
pleased. As in Ch. Prol. ver, 102. ** Him. 
luste to ride so/' i. e. it pleased him &c. 
Again, ver. 762. "Well to drinke us leste/^ 
i. e. it pleased us well &c. And ver. 830.. 
" If you lest/' i. e. if it please you. — I differ 
from Mr. Tyrwhitt, in respect to the last in- 
stance. Lest is there the regular verb, agree- 
ing with the second person ; *' if you lest/' that 
is, if jfou choose, if jfou like; from the Sax. 
lyjxan, cupere, to desire or wish. So likewise, 
with the third person. Sec. Nonnes Tale, ed. 
Urr,ver.282. 

Of the miracles of these crounis twey 
Saint Ambroee in his pre&ce lust to sey : 

Where Mr Tyrwhitt, however, reads list. 
Lets, for let. Sax. leave, or omit. Ch. F. L. 

ver. 215. 
Lsrrows, Lithuania. Ch. Prol. ven 54. See 

also Illustr. p. 228. 
Lbttuarib, Fr. an electuary. Ch. Prol. ver. 428. 
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Lever, more agreeable or preferable. Gow. I. 
ver, 66. The comparative of lefe, or liefe. 
Sax. Gower and Chaucer use the word very 
often. 

LiCENciAT, Lat Ch. ProL ver. 220, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt thinks, that this word seems to signify 
that the friar was licensed hy the Pope to hear 
confessions, &c. in all places^ independently 
of the local ordinaries. Compare Rom. of the 
Rose, ver. 6361—6370. edit Urr. 

lactL, like. Gow. I. ver. 25. 

LitoiTOUR, a begging friar. Ch. ProL 209, &c* 
Sec the notes, lUustr. p. 239, 840. 

LiM, Sax. little. Ch. P. L. ver. 205. 

Lombard, a native of Lombardy. 6070.11. 31. 
The Forme of Cury, or Roll of Ancient Cook- 
ery, coihpiled in Gower's time, presents us 
with a delicious article ycleped ZecA^'Xttui^ 
hard; no called, says the annotator, from the 
toufUry. The article is certainly of an Epi-* 
c\tfean character. This illustrates Gower^s allu- 
sion« See Pegge's Forme of Cury, &c. p. 36. 
Lumbard mustard is another coquinary and 
topographical article in the same volume. 

Lord, Sax. a title bf hdnour, gixnen to Monks, 
as weH as to othdr peitonfr of superibur rank. 
Ch. Prol. ver. 172. In ver. 830, Lordes id 
used in the sense of Lordings. ^ 

LoRDiNoa^ Sirs^ Masters. Ch. Prol. ver. 763, 
790. A diminutive of Lords ; the usual ad- 
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dress, wifh which iKewrfteis of oiir old romances 
commenced their tailed. 
LbvB-DAYS. See ihe note oh Ch. Prot. ver. ^60, 
lUustr. p. S4L So, as Mn Tyrwhitt obsenre^^ 
in Chaucer's Kst. ofliove, lib. vi. p. Sl§. ed. 
Urr. '' Maked 1 hoi a Love-day t}etwene God 
and mahkyndi^ and chese a mkydfe to be hom- 
pere, to put the qharcfl at ehde ^^ And, I 
may add, in t. Pi. Vifeicfh, fol. xlv. %. 

And lettl fdrtb d hbedayt 

Religion is called *' a leader ot lavedat/es,'" m 
the same poem. See Tllustr. ut supr. 
Luce, Lat. the fish called a pike. Ch. JProl. ver. 552, 
Lusts, tor lisis, colours. Gaw. Ittusir. p. 278. 



M. 

MAuaNHBDi^ the state of maidenhood. Ch. P. X. 
ver. 478. 

Maistrib, Fr. for the maistrie. Ch. Prol. ver* 
165. Eminent; masterly, above all others. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt considers this phrase as adopted 
from the implication of ^2<r la tnaigtriej, in old 
French, to such medicines as we usually call 
sovereign. Robert of Gloucester precedes Chau« 
cer, however, in the more general acceptation 
of the phrase, as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed : 
'' An stede he gan prikie wel vor the maistrie/* 
p. 553. So Hoccleve, De Beg. Princ. MB* 
Prowde, syce, riotoiu/or the mt^sifye. 
Z Z 
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Malebouch^ a foul mouthy an evil tongue. Ch. 
F, L. ver. 580. Thus, in the translation of 
Alain Chartier's La Belle Dame sans mercy, ver. 
741. ed.Urr. 

Midebouch in court hath grete commaundement ; 
Eche man studieth to sale the wont he maie. 

See also Lacombe, Diet, du vieux Lang. Frang. 
in V. Mdlehouche, which he interprets, mede-^ 
sant, maledicas, and cites from Marot, 

En ce que faire en secret on pretend. 
En pleine march^ makhouche Y entend. 

Manciple, an officer, who has the care of pur- 
chasing victuals for an Inn of Court. Ch. ProL 
ver. 569, &c. The name is probably derived 
from the Lat. Manceps, which signified parti- 
cularly, Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, the superiti" 
tendant of a public iake-house, and from 
thence a baker in general. See Du Cange, in 
V. Manceps. 2. The office still subsists in se- 
veral Colleges as well as Inns of Court. 

Manbrb, Fr. carriage, behaviour. Ch. ProL ver. 
140. 

Manbrly, correctly, politely, like the Prioress's 
manere, just cited. Ch. F. L. ver. 230. 

Margarste, marguerite, Fr. a daisy. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 350. See the Illustr. p. 275. 

Marshall of the field, explained. Illustr. p. 
273. 

Marshall of the HALLgi explained. Illustr. p. 
272. 
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Mahtyr, Ch. Prol. ver. 17, 772. '' The holy blis- 
ful martyr/' i. e. Thomas k Becket, who was 
murdered in 1170; whose body was buried 
first in the undercroft of Canterbury cathedral, 
but shortly after was taken up, and laid in a 
most sumptuous shrine in the East end by arch- 
bishop Langton, Becket being canonized by the 
Pope a saint and mzrtyr. To this shrine people 
of all degrees, and from all parts, flocked in 
pilgrimage. Once in 50 years a jubilee was 
observed, on account of the translation of his 
body to the shrine. At the fifth celebration of 
this kind, which happened soon after the visit 
of Chaucer's Pilgrims, viz. in 1420, the con- 
course of people is said to have been 100,000. 
MSS. Eccl. Cantuar. Biblioth. C. xiii. 2, See 
also Batteley's Antiq. of Canterbury. The ju- 
bilee lasted fifteen days, during which the 
visitors were well entertained. They, in re- 
turn, loaded the martyr's shrine with offerings. 
A very curious account of the costly presents 
of this description, is preserved in a manuscript 
belonging to the Cathedral Library at Canter- 
bury; which, among other Inventories, con- 
tains Inventorium rerum contentarum in of- 
ficio custodis Martyrii S. Thoma, viz. de 
Vestimentis, Juellis, Reliquiis, &c. MSS. C. 
xi. 5. With such superstition was Becket re- 
garded, even so late as in the eighth Henry's 
time, that we find at the altar of God no obia* 
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^p, at thf Virgiq *9 oii|y 4f» 6$. 9d. at QecJ^^t's 

MbbI'BSx of 4 i^ix^ stufi^ or colour. Cft. ProL 
vcr.330. 

\l^Niom, Fr. remeqL\>ranc^. Qaw. 11, yei;^ 60. 
!^(9 ^ipif inio T^^mqrie, U also ^ phnis^ in 
poi^erj signifying to r^^prd pr be necpsdcd. 

^l[i8yEA^^ Br. flsodqrate. C&. JPf<>l. ver, 437. 
|i^[£yxi\i^ xaoved^ Qfh $i- 1^ I- ver. 4 So Chaucer 

uaei^ fn^affU ipr moi?^^^ Roqi. of th^ Ro^e^ 

Xer.^3^. 
l^J^YKn, memty ipii^le4. Fi:om the Sax. menge. 

CfOTO. L y^r. SSj. Xlj^is continued in uae till 

Sgenser'^ ti^e^ who indeed afiect«d old words. 

$e^ Sh^. Cak, Juij;, ver. 81. 

T^ 89^1 Medway, tbat tricUiDg stremat 

4^w]^ Ae 4^k« of ,^|^tj 
7^11 i^iUi bis elder brolhqr IJ'bem^ 

His brackish waves be nt^nt. 

^auce^ hasjriiKxi^ Ki^^ 1^1^ ver. 2172. 
M^K^ussjB. $iee TTl. ^^i^nj^ p. 82» 
l^i3Ti|?iB, Fx^ ^^ o?cupiation. (?A. JVot yer. 

M^, more. Qi. J^a^(?4 v^-. Si^, 910, an4 S- P. 
]^ y^. S)8. Frequ^t iff^eed ii^ C^uc(% and 

Up)Sff^ Er. n^vfy C??^ jpr<?^ vcr. 4fi|9. •^i«r 
ia here usedj says Mr. Tyrwhitt^ in a peculiar 
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senic^ aci derimd from nmsteus; for> accofd- 
ins to Nonius^ ft 518. *' Mustum, noa solum 
vioumt vcrJkm eiiam noveUum quicquid wt, 
recth dicitur/' So. in the Caaterb. Tales, 
moisty ale is oppo4e4 to olA. 

Mo^^ $a|L. the mopn. Oh. Pral. ver. 4K)5u 

MoRMAL, Cli. Prol. ver. 388. Mr. Tyn^itt 
considers^ thi3 vord as meaning merely^ ^cancer 
ox gangrew; though the original, (molvm 
VffOrtfum, Lat. mauxmorz^ Fr.) ^eemstokave 
signified a Kind of dead palsy, which took away 
entirely the use of the legs and fiqet. JH^ Jtefyn 
to Du Cange in V. Malum nwrtmm. See 
also Illwtr. p 252. 

MoBTREWES, Ch. Prol. ver. 386% See the Jttwfr. 
p.252- 

MosTE, Sax. must. Ch. Prol. ver. 73*, 737. ^ 

Mote, Sax. must. Ch. ProL ver. 232. may, 
ver. 834» 

MoTLBB. See the lUustr. p. 212. 

M0VBRE88B. See jf %. Anim. p. 82. 

MiTu, rubbish. Gow. I. ver. 38. Chaucer uses 
muUok, twice, in the same sense^ 



N. 



Natbelss, nerertlieless. Craw. I. ver. 29. 
Navgrt, and ^louenr. Sax. nothing. Ch. Prot. 

ver. 758, 770. 
Nexiw Saai< neat^'Cattle. Ch. ProL ver. 509« 
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Nbwe, Sax. new, frcah. Ch. Prol. ver. 459. 

NiKWE, Sax, to renew, make new. Gow. B. Pref. 
p. 141. SoGower, in his Corrf. Anu lib. vi. 
. The preaento every day ben wwed. 

N'ad for had not. F. X. ver. 21. 

N'hath for ne hath; hath not. Ch. Prol. ver. 
935. 

NiGHTBHTALB, Ch. ProL ver. 97, night-time. From 
the Sax. nihtern dael, noctuma portio, says 
Mr. Tyrwhitt, who also observes that Lydgate 
uses nightei*tf/nte. Chaucer's word, I may add, 
is used by Hoccleve, La Male Regie, ver. 366. 
edit. Mason. 



' go we now to wacche 



By nightertale out of all mesure. 

N'ls for ne is, is not. passim. 

NoN, Sax. not one. Ch. ProL ver. 656, 682. 

Nones, viz. for the nones. Ch. ProL ver. 381, 
and F. L. ver. 198. Mr. Tyrwhitt conceives 
this phrase to mean for the occasion, which 
( frequently though not always precisely used 
by our old writers) he supposes to have been 
originally a corruption of coinipt Latin; as 
from pro-nunc came for the nunc, and so for 
the nonce, just as from adruunc came anon : 
the Spanish entonces, he adds, has been formed 
in the same manner from innnunc. . The word 
indeed is frequent enough in our ancient au- 
thors, in the sense of Mr. Tyrwhitt's explana- 
tion. But the etymology is very, questionable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



GLOSSABY. 359 

That of anon at leasts which is assimilated by 
Mr. Tyrwhitt to this etymology, seems to be 
erroneous. Anon means in one (understand 
instant or minute,) the Anglo-Saxon an mean- 
ing one, and on meaning in. See Evta Urefosvra, 
vol. i. p. 523, in V. Anon, and in the old Ro- 
mance of Ywaine and Gawin^ ver. 367. onane 
is written for anon. . The reverend and learned 
Dr. Henley, in a note on Shakspeare preceded 
by the opinion of Mr. Tyrwhitt already given, 
adds that the phrase is in daily use among the 
common people in Suffolk, to signify on pur^ 
pose, for the turn. Ritson, however, refers it 
to the barbarous Latin source of pro^nunc. 
Gloss. Metr. Romances. In the ancient Ro^ 
mance of Ywaine and Gawin, it is written 
nanes : 

A girdel ful riche^or the nanes. 
Of peny and of preciowB stanea. 

NoNNE, Fr. a nun. Ch. ProL ver. 118. 

NosETHiBLEs, Sax. uostrils. Ch. Prol. ver. 559. 

N'oT for ne wot, know not. Ch. Prol. ver. 286. 

NoTVHED, a head like a nut. Ch. Prol. ver, 109. 
Probably, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, from the hair be- 
ing cut short. It has since been called a round*> 
head, for the same reason. 

NouTHE, Sax. now. Ch. Prol. ver. 464. The 
use of nouthe, in this place, for now, has, in 
Mr. Tyrwhitt's opinion, so much the appear* 
ance of a botch, that he thinks it proper to ob.«> 
serve that the word was in use before Chaucer's 
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tihi* ; hiirig fWfce used by Rtlbett of GIoucesK 
tery zta m on* of tH^e ihstancfes in the middle 
of ttte V*tse. I may stdd, that It occurs in ano- 
ther p¥ecfedthg wWter. tof thus, in the Ro- 
mffiice of LibeaM tHsddftUii: 

He spak to that inayile hendcv 
To telle ihyk iryiAe : 
Tytak byt ivcte fiok/Ar. 

ft Id iflso uSed by floccleve, tie fle'g. Princ. MS. 

Tb rygbt fldche conceitn as I haue notv/A«. 

NowKLL. See 2%. Anim. p. 46. 

O. 

Of, Sax. off. dh. Prol. ver. 552, 784. 

Oghme, proh. own. Gow. illustr. p. S77. So 
agh^ and oght are written for owed. See Ritson, 
Gloss. Metr. Rom. 

Offertorib, Fr. a part of the Mass. Cfe. Pro/, 
ver. 71^. The anthem or service chanted, 
diif ?ng th6 offering. The Pardoner is here re- 
presented as singing the offertorie. Ordo Ro- 
fAani!is : Tunc canitur offertorium cum ver- 
BtWSy &c. The Cdntus Offertorius is twice 
i^bticed by Du Cange in V. Offertorium. 

Oinement, Fr. ointment. Ch. Prol. ver. 63i3. 

On, Sax. one. Ch. Prol. ver. 343. See alse 
JfotUs. 

Ones, Sax. once. C%. Prol. ver. 767. 

Or, Sax. er, blefore. Ch. Prol. ver. 375. 

OtoALL. See th. Anim. p. 74. 
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Ordsks rwm, Ch. Prol. ver. SIO. The four Or 
ders of Mendieajit Friars ; vriiose influence is 
thus briefly but forcibly painte<it in the satiri- 
cal poem> written somewhat earlier than the 
Canterbury Tales, of P. Plowmans Crede^ edit. 
1553. Sign. A. ii. b. 

fint IfraynedtbeFmvi, and tfaqrnie fully tdden* 

Thatal tbefruytof the&jth wasin AerFOUREORDKas^ 
And the cofires of Christendom, and the keie botfaen. 
And the lock of bylere, lietfa loken in ker handes ! 

OaxwBLL, a sea-port town in Essex. Ch. Prol. 

ver.279. 
Qrfraybs. See Th. Anim. p. 38. 
OvBR> Sax. upper. Cfe. ProL ver. 133. 
OviRi6T> uppermost. .. Ch. ProL ver. 393. 
OuNDY. See Th. Anim. p. 40. 
OwHERE, Sax. anywhere. Ch. ProL ver. 655. 
O, for on; one. Ch. ProL ver. 740. 



P. 



Paa$, Fr. passage, pass. Gow. Ittustr. p. 165. 
So, in Lybeaus Disconus : * 
Thyi poie before kepeth a knyght» 
That wyth ech man wyO iygfat. 

Paci^ Fr. to surpass. Ch. ProL ver. 676. 
Painid, pbihed, Fr. took great pains. Ch. ProL 

ver. 139, F. L. ver. 447. 
BuTBXLL, the breast-plate of a horse, Ch. F. JL 
3a 



Digitized by 



Google 



362 GLOSSARY. 

ver. 246/ So, in the description of the Cha- 
nones Yemannes horse^ C. T. ver. 16033. 

About ihepoftrel^bood the some ful hie. 
And in Sir Launfal, ver. 958, ed. Ritson. 

The paytreUe of her palfraye 

Was worth an erldome, stoute and gay. 

Fr. poitrail, Lat. pectarale. 

Palatie, Palathia in Anatolia. Ch. ProL ver, 
65. The lordship of Palatie, Mn Tyrwhitt 
observes, may be explained from Froissart; 
who gives an account of several hauts barons 
in those parts, who kept possession of their 
lands, paying a tribute to the Turk. V. iii, c. 22. 
He names particularly le Sire de Sathalie, le 
Sire de la Police, et le Sire de Haut-Loge. 

Palmbres, pilgrimes to foreign parts. Ch. ProL 
ver. 13. In the French fragment of the Geste 
ofKyngHorn, the phrase un palmer pelerin 
occurs. See however both the distinction, and 
association, of palmers and pilgrims, in the 
notes, Illustr. p. 270. 

Pantasileb, Penthesilea, Gow. Fr. P. p. 106. 

Parde, (pardieux) a French oath. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 47. 

Pardoner, Fr. a seller of pardons or indulgencies. 
Ch. Prol. ver. 671. See the notes, Illustr. 
p. 262. 

Parpit, Fr. perfect. Cfe, Prol ver. 72. 

PARiSHENSi, Fr. Parishioners. Ch. Prol. ver. 464 

Partonopb, Partenopexj Comte de Blois, C 
JV.P.p. 107. 
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Parvis, Ch. ProL ver. 313, See the Illustr. p. 

245,246. 
Pas, Fr. a foot-pace. Ch. ProL ver. 827. Pas, 

Mr. Tyrwhitt thinks, is always used by Chaucer 

in this sense. 
Pass, Fr. to surpass, to excel. Ch. ProL ver. 

450. 
Pbllurs. See Th. Anim. p. 70. 
PsRiB, PBRRiB, jewelsj or precious stones. Gow. 

I. ver. 35. So used by Chaucer. Fr. pier* 

reries. 
Perse, Fr. skie-coloured, of a blewish grey. Ch. 

ProL ver. 441. ''Bleu tiiant sur le noir, 

bleu tr^s fonce, bleu azur^; couleur lividej 

noir&tre." Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue 

Romane. See the Rom. de la Rose: 

Mes denien, ce me semUe, pen, [ je perds»] 

Quant j'ai pour tous robes de pen, 

De camelot, <m de brunette 

De vert, ou d'esearlate acbette, 

Ei de yair, et de gris la fourre, 

Ce Tous fait en folie encouir^ 

Et faire lea toun et leg roea. 

See other examples. Gloss, ut supr. 
Pilled, rather filed, Fr. peU, bald. Ch. ProL 

689. 
PiLLOUBE, See Th. Anim. p. 70. 
FIlwb-bebe, Sax. the covering of a pillow. Ch. 

ProL ver. 696. 
PiMCHi^ Fr. to squeeze. ^ There coude no 

whight finche at his writing/' Ch. ProL ver. 
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32S. No one, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, could lay 
hold of any flaw in his writings. 

PruofCE, Fr. a mess of victuals^ C/i« Prol. ver. 
S24« An. sdlowance. Gow, IL vev. 51. its 
original meaning is an allowance of victuals^ 
given to Monasticks^ in addkion to their usu9t 
commons. See Du Cange, in V. Pictantia* 

PlugnbNj complain. Gow. h ver. 19. 

Puuw, Fr.. full, perfect. Ch. Pvot. ver. 339. 

Pourr, Fr. In good fokit. ^ Ch. PraL yer^^^OO. 
In good plight. 

PoMCLE^ Fr. dappled^ spotted with round spots 
Uke apples. Ok. Proi. ver. 618, Pomeke 
gff^. Soj in Libeaus Disconus: 

Upon a pom^ paffiraj 

PoKPHSRY. See Th. Anim. p. 47. 

PoBT, Fr. carriage, behaviour. Ch. Prol. ver. 

69, 138. 
Post, Sax. a prop,, or support. Ch. Prol. ver. 

214. 
PouDBs MABCHANT, Ch. Pvcl. vdu 383. Scc the 

notes, iUii^r. p. 252. 
PouBGHACB, Fr. to buy. Ck. ProL ver. 610. 
PoxTBCHAs, Fr. acquisition, purchase. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 258. See the Rom» de la ^. ver. 12^88,. 

which parallel both in sentimeat and expression^ 

Mr. Tyrwhitt cited in a note : 

Mkox yatdtinon pourohas <{iie:iiia rente. 
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> 

Prbbs, Ft. a presg, or crowd. Gh. F. L. ver. 593. 
and IllikHtr. p. 191. 

Pretbik John, Prester John, Ch. F. L. vcr. 302. 
This celebrated personage was, no doubt, com- 
mended to publick notice more powerfully, 
hi Chaucer's time, on the return of Sr John 
Mandeville from his marvellous Voyages and 
Travels, His Narrative (which has been often 
printed) contains two chapters respecting Pre»- 
ter John's domains, character, &c. See ch. 
Ixxxvi. *^ From this land of Bactrie men go 
in many days' journey to the land of Prester 
JohHy that is a great emperor of Ind'e; and 
men call his land the ble of Pantrore. This 
emperor Prester John hoMeth a great land, 
and many good cities, and good towns, &c. — 
In this land of Prester John is many strange 
things^ and many precious stones so great and 
so large, that they make of them vessels, plat- 
ters, and cups." Compare Chaucer, Ft. and 
L. ver. 900—304. Of some great mistakes in 
applying this title, (formerly given to the 
kings of Tenduc, a distinct and populous king- 
dom of Tartary,) to the emperor of the Abys- 
sinians, an elaborate detection may be found 
in Heylin's Cosmographie, ed. fol. 1653. B. 
iii. p. 303; where Joseph Scaliger's erroneous 
assertion concerning Prester John, is termed 
*' a monstrous and undefensible fancy." See 
also B. iv. p. 70. And Ludolfus's Hist, of 
Ethiopia, B. ii. ch. i. Where the unjustly bor- 
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rowed Abyssinian title is traced to " a certain 
Christian prince^ that reigned in the utmost 
parts of Asia^ not far from the kingdom of 
Tenduc towards Cataya; who« being of great 
power and fame, was by the neighbouring Per- 
sians, to signify his remarkable sanctity, called 
Prester Khan, or Prince of the Adorers, that 
is to say. Christians ; or, as Scaliger will have 
it, Pristegiani, the Apostolick Prince. How- 
ever the name is to be pronounced, we shall 
not contend ; but this is certain, that the un- 
skilful vulgar having learnt the name from the 
Italians, who at that time were great traders 
into the East, called him by the Italian name 
of Preste, or Pretegiani, or Giovanni: after 
which the same name prevailed with all the 
people of Europe. This his name and his hme 
continued for some ages, though under much 
obscurity. For few understood, that that same 
Asiatick Prester Chan was * driven out of his 
kingdom by Cenchi or Cynges, king of the 
Tartars. Therefore for this reason, because 
the Portugueses were greatly mistaken, first 
in the name, and secondly in the thing itself; 
that name was given to this African king, which 
belonged to a king reigning some ages since in 
Asia^ some thousands of miles distance.*' 

* '' Scaligw in his Notes ad Comp. Ethiop. But by what 
authority he writes that the Ethiopians were beaten out of 
Asia by the Tartars, I cannot apprehend.'' 
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Heylin, not inclining to the distinction of 
Presbtfter Johannes on account of the pre- 
tended junction of the regal and priestly cha- 
racter in this person^ prefers the Persian ety- 
mology of Prestegan, an apostle ; Presti- 
giani, an apostolical man ; and thinks that the 
title of Padescha Prestigiani, an apostolical 
king, was given him for the orthodoxy of his 
faith; which being not understood by some^ 
instead of Preste-gian, they have made Priest 
John, in Latin Presbyter Johannes; as by a 
like mistake^ one Pregent (or Pragian, as the 
French pronounce it,) commander of jsome 
gallies under Lewis the XII, was by the English 
called Prior John. — Prestigian, he therefore 
argues, and not Priest^John, is his proper 
adjunct; contractedly but commonly called the 
Prete by the modern French. 

Prickasour, a hard rider. Ch. ProL ver. 189 

Pricking, hard riding. Ch. Prol. ver. 191. 

Pris, Fr. price. Ch. Prol. ver. 817. praise. 
Ch. Prol. ver. 67, 337. Priu, praise, and 
price, are all from the same original, and bear 
the same form in the old languages, Fr. Brit, 
and Eng. They have since varied in their 
forms; but, as an acute critick remarks, the 
analogy of their meaning is still obvious. Chal- 
mers, Gloss. Sir David Lyndsay's Poet. Works. 
See also Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue Ro-» 
mane, in V. Pris. 

Provbs, proofs. Ch. S. P. II. 71, 77, 
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Pbucb> Prussia. Ch. ProL ver. 53. 

PuLLBD HBN, Chi Pvol. vcT. 177. I do iiot, says 
Mr. Tyrwhitt in a note^ see fiouch foree in the 
epithet pulled; but> in his Glossary, he adds, 
I iiave been told since, that a lien i^hose fea- 
thers are pulled, or plucked off, unll not lay 
any eggs. If that be true, diece is more force 
in the epithet than I apprehended.*'. The soli- 
tary manuscript reading of puUei, vrUich he 
tiptices, is, I thinks merely an errour of the 
scribe. 

PvmfXLBMj Fr. edged^ bordered; 'iSi. Pnl. ver.' 
193, and F. \L. ver. 5S8.* Tlie* French pawr- 
JUer, Mr. Tyrwfailt ttaiarks, signifies to Hbork 
Vffm the e^gej and the Emg. p^, and the Fr. 
pour, aret genttaHy comiptions of <&e Latin 
fro. 



QuBNnBZDA. See 2%, Anim^ p.i66«. 
Quon^ said. From Quabe$ Sax. Ch. ProL ver. 
790, 839, &6. 



R. 



Raugbt, Sax. reached. Ch. Prol. ver. 136. 
RxAixicH, royally. Ch. Prol. ver. ,380. 
RacusBDONi Fr. in reguerdpn, as their reward. 
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• 'Caw.l. vcr. 96/ '" Item nous volons qe nos 

• ancienz servauntz miegnals de nostre hostell^- 
leg queux nous ii*avoii8 point reguerdohez, 
eient chescun d'eaux cent eoulez, &c/' Will 
of Edml Earl of March, Nichols's Collect, of 
Royal Wills, p. 116. Chaucer uses reguer^ 
dotted in his- translation of Boethius. 

RBKK£LEs/C/i. Proh vcr. 179. One. MS. reads 
cloisterles; to which, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, the 
only objection. is, that, if it had been the true 
reading, there would have been no occasion to 
explain or paraphrase it in ver. 181. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
adds, that '' the text alluded to is attributed by 
Gratian, Decret. P. ii. Cau. xvL Q. !• c. vUi. to 
a Pope Eugenius. — Sieut pUda sine aqud caret 
vitd, ita sine monoiterio monachus. In P. P. 
according to MS. Cotton. Vesp. B. xvi. (for the 
passage is omitted in the printed editions) a 

; similar aaying is quoted from Gregoxy. 

Gregori the grete cleik garle write in boket * 
The rewle of aUe religioun riytfol and obedient 
Riy t as ftdiet in a flod whan hem faileth water 
Deien for drowlhe whan thei drie liggai 
Riyt io religioat rotcn and ttenren 
That out 4>f coTent or cloistre coyetten to d welle. 

^* As the known senses of rekkeles, viz. care^ 
less, negligent, by no means suit with this pas* 
sage^ I am inclined to suspect that Chaucer pos- 
sibly wrote regheHes, i. e. without rule. Regol, 
. from Regula, was the Saxon word for a Rule^ 
and particularly for a Mona$tick Rvle. Hence 
3b 
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' Regol4^'; Regularis seu Monastioa vita : l?^- 
goHage ;RegulaTium lex: and in the quota- 
tion from Orin, Essay^ &c. n. 53: an regheU 
hoc signifies the booh qf Ruki, by which the 
Attgiistinian Canons ivere governed." 
Rbpbntant^ Fr. repenting. Ch. ProU ver. 238. 
Rbpletj repletion. Ch. S. P.. h ver. 381 
Rbsageb. See Th.Anim. pl41. < 
SfasspiiBNDBj shines. Ch. S. P. IL ver* 109. 
RxvB, Sax.' a steward^ ^ or JmMSi Ch. Prol. ver. 

&89. See iUmlr. p. 359*^ 
Rkysuv^ Ch. ProUj^n. M* 4Eh]%r snys Mr. Xyr- 
whitt, is properly a Gkitnaorivlwl,^ '^KiliaQ in 
' V. Retfsen': Iter fiicerei— .et Ger. Militare^ fa- 
. cere stipendiiim. Aimoft all the (^ditiojds^ and 
. sdveral M8S. have changed the word into rid' 
den; which indeed^ Mr« Tyhvhitt observes. 
Chancer seems td have ttsec^ iri^the-same sense, 
ver. 48. T& this Mr. TyrwMtf adds, ** Lee 
Gandoie Jirent unt reite eur lee marqhee de 
Hdffnaultt et dedans le paye fiUerent, brue' 
lerent, et Jirent moult de mdux/' Mem. de 
la Marcfie; p. 384: Where' a iiote in the mar- 
gin says, ^' Fetfse en Bds Alemand signifie un 
voyage ou' o^tirVe.^*^ "Hcfe \ tliiHk fhe iijkarginal 
• " commentator, as well tis Mr. Tyrwhitt, is mis- 
♦ .taken.*' itoi? mefitnsfathei^^ a' milttar^ esptdi^ 
tion. See Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue Ro- 
V mane: ^ Mese, reze; tondn,' tsiii ; et cours de 
. gene de guerre, excurHon miUteire** In a 
party of thi» description the Imight had been 
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concerned. This sense removes the imputa- 
tion of tautology in retfsed being the same as 
ridden. 

Ribalds. See 2%. Anitn:p.79. 

RiGST^ good, true. Ch. ProL ver. 189. 

RiOBT, truly, completdy. Ch. Prol; ver. 890, 
617. It IS frequently joined tb adjectives, as 
the adverbs well zndfiOl are, to augment their 

- force. 

RoDSTBx, Sax. the Cross. lUiMr. p. d64r. ' From 
the Saxon pobe erur, and from its being made 
otxoood. " Chtfuc^ calb it the rode-ieam, C. T. 
ver. 6678i ed.^Tyr«f«tftfe ^ 

'He died whan I came fro Jerusalem, 
'^And Iftfi ygrave under Oie rode-bcam. 

AoTs, Fr. a qiusical instrument. Ch, ProL ver. 
236. See^ th^ . Illustr. p« 243. According, to 
Mr. Tyijwhijtt; Np;J:er, wh^ lived in the tenth 
century, says ^t i|;was the ancient PsoZle- 
rium, but altered in ita^^foif^ and with an ad- 
ditional number of string^. Schilter.in V. 
Rotta. fl^itson terms ^t the instrutnent, which 
the French at present call la vUlle, and the 
English mandolin or hurdj/'gurdy. See also 
Roquefort;; 9^??^' ^^ ^ I^^H^ Romane: 
" Bote, insjtrum^lt , qu'qn^ .. a ,app>eI6 . depuis 
vielle; il etoit jmojpit^ de cinq cosdesu accgid^es 
de quarte en quarte.'* 

BouNCEvAL, Ch. Proh ver. 67L See the AOtck 
iWiw«r. p. 363. . / ; . 



Digitized by 



Google 



373 CtOSSARY. 

RouNBELL, Fr. a sonnet. Ch. F. X. ver. 176. 
Cotgrave defines it '' a rime or sonnet that ends 
as it begins/' But Mr. 6. Mason^ the editor of 
Poems by T. Hoccleve, observes that Cot- 
grave's definition is incomplete^ by making no 
mention of the repetition of the burden in the 
middle ; and that the definition in the Diet, de 
Trevoux, adopted by Johnson^ is more to the 
purpose ; though that does not exactly corres- 
pond with this.English relique^ as it makes the: 
! sonnet consist of.thirieetn Uoes/ of which eight 
. ^accord tP9^ rime^^ and five Ao another. . The 
roundel of Hoccleve^ which is here given as a 
curiosity^ consists of fourteen lines^ nine of 
which accord to pn^ rime. It is called^ in the 
title to the piece> chanson. 

Sonter, tbtt rypeiit mannes fostenance 
With faolmim hete of the Mmnes warmneise, 
Al kynde of man thee bolden is to blesse. 
, Ay thankid be thy fireemDy governance^ 

And thy ftesh look of mirthe and of gladneiie. 
Stmer^ that rypest mannes smtenfuice 
With holsum bete of the fionnes wannneise^ 
Al kynde of man thee holden is to blesse. 
To bevy folk of thee the remembrance 
Is salTe and oynement to hir seeknesse ; 
For vby we this ihul synge in eristemesse : 
Somer» that rypest mannes sustenance 
With holsum hete of the sonnes warmnesse^ 
All kynde of man thee holden is to blesie. 

Rout, koutb, Fr, company. Gow.l. ver. 4. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 624, and R L. ver. 196. In the 
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last instance it means a very large company. 
For the poet calls it " such a rout, as [if] all 
the men on earth had been assembled in that 
placej well horsed for the occasion;" and de-» 
. scribes *' the earth trembling under them." 
Such, it is here worth adding, is the numerous 
army opposed to the English forces in the ro- 
mance of lUchard Coeur de Lion ; 

There [where] they rode, all the earth 
Under their horeejeei it -qkoke* 

See also Roquefort, 'Gloss. de^Ia Langue Ro- 
manes '^^Route troupe^ >^€ompagnie, ann^e ; 
de ruta.-*AinAi oMUne nous en alions k pi^ et 
k cheval, Une gmnt route de Turs vint hurter k 
nous> &c." Joinville, Hist, de S. Louis. 

RouTHBy Sax. compassion. Ch. F. L. ver. 376 
''For routhe aod pit^/' This pleonastick phrase 
occurs in our old metrical romances, and is also 
used by Spenser and Milton. 

llowGirr, for raught, cared. Ch. S. P. L ver. 
30, From the verb reck or recche. Rought is 
thus used by Chaucer, Rom. R. ver. 1873. So 
in the romance of Sir Guy : 

He ne rought with whom he mette. 
And P. PI. Vision, Pass. 11. 

Right 80, by the rode, rought you ncucr 
Where my body wer buried — 

HuFus, Ch. FroL ver. 432. a Greek physician, of 
whose works some are extant. 
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s. 



Saijsefleme, CIl ProL ver. 627. This expression 
occurs in tin did French book of Physick: 
'^ Oignemetit magistrel pur sausefieme et pur 
chescunc manere de roigne.** Roigrie signifies 
any scorbutick eruption. So in the Thousand 
Notable Things, B. i. 70. *' A saivsfleame or 
red pimpled face is helped with this medicine, 
&c/' Two of the ingredients are quicksilver 
and brimstone. In another f place, B« ii. 20« 
Otfle of Tartar i» said '' to take away cleane 
all spots, freckles, and filthy wheales/' These 
last, Isuppose, are what Chaucer calb xc)ftdArtf«. 
The original of the word seeatis to be pointed 
out in the Ibllowing passage. Vit. B. ii, k 
Mon. Evc^h. p. l69r' '' facies alba — intetdum 
sanguinis JleunuUe viciata.'' But MS. Bodl. 
'2463. furnishes another etymology, vMch I 
think still more probable. ^' Unguentum con- 
tra salsumjlegnia, sczhiem, 8cc" Sec Galen, 
in Hippoc. de Aliment. Comment, iii. p. 377. 
a xaxnv^yinrm awo ♦AErMATOZ 'AAMTPOr ueu 
m^ iavhii x«^^ ^^^ again, i cp^of — uto th *AEr- 
MATOS, «;^ 'AATKOT. Tyrwhitt's Note, and 
Gloss. 

5ai7trie, a musical instrument Ch. F. L. ver* 
337. SeeiJo^e. 

ScHOUMB, to attend school, to studie. CK Prol. 
ver. 304. From the old French verb escoloierj 
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. Mr. Tyrwhht says ; who alj^o ob^^rves that the 
word is used in the same sense by Lydgate. 

.ScbcHONB8> Fr. scutcheons of arms. Ch. F. L. 
ven 216, 

.Seint, Fr. Ceinct. A giidle. Ch. ProL ven 331. 

Sbkb> adj. Sax. sick. Ch. Pr^h ver. 18. 

Sekbj Sax. to seek. Ch. ProL ver. 13> 17. 

Semigops, a half^ or shorty cloke. Ch. Prol. ver* 
264. 

Sendall^ or Sendale, Ch. ProL ver. 442. A 
thin silk. See Dii Cange^ in V* Cerujlalumy 
and particularly Th. Anim. p. 4^7^ 

SsNTBNc^, Fr. sense;, meaoiog. CU. ProL. ver. 
308. 

Sbaiallj (more properly v CfffiaZj), belonging to 
the species of oak called cerrust Lat. cerro, 
Ital. cerre, Fr. Ch. F. JU Wl. ^09. .Sc^e also 
Canterb. Tales, ver. 28^. Whare Mr- Tyr- 
whitt cites Boccacio, Theei. 1. vii. *' Corona 
di querzia c€redlc*\,^nt se^ ThynneV long 
and curioMS note, Animad. p. $3^—57. j^peght, 
in his second editionj xonfqnmed^ to ^Tbynne's 
direction oiuMerioU in the Canterbury Tales^ 
which however later editions have rightly re- 
jected. 

SsTHis, Sax. to bwl. Ch. ProL ver. 385. 

Sew, follow. Gow. IlHstr. p. 279. 

Shawb, Sax. a shade of trees^ a coppice. Gow. 
lUustr. p. 277. 

SHSfE, Sax. a bundle, a sheaf of arrowes^ p. 104. 

^HEME, Sax, handsome. CIl p. L. ver; 270. 
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Shilde, Sax. shield^ protect. Gaw. B. Pvefi p. 

14a 

Shipmak, S»v a mariner. Cfc. iVo^'vcr. 890, 
&c. I 

.1 i /r / V " ^v 'tt^ tethei thflg; 
. T&mMA this SM[]pUDunil^ 6itii fof 46 #etide. « 

Si 



Src 



oiDson s voa. ,iur. liCC. p. iuo>f. 
SiH, siHEN, sjE, and «VftH, Sax. saw. * Cfbtc. I. ver. 
32, r09, C/u ^F,tA. <er.^60, 78, &te. See 
the note, p. 990r Soifi'etiirtea written seigh, zg 
in P. PloivmahlJ Cre^^, edit 1553. Sign. B. i. 

Then walk£(ie I ferref, and wtenl al abouten. 
And seigh Iralles fbl beygh — 

SiKF, Saxu sick, Ch. Prol. ver. ,426. 

Sire, Fr. Sieur^ Seigneur. A respectful title, 
says Mr. Tyrwhitt, given formerly to men , oi 
various descriptions, as well as to knights. He 
accordingly selects Sire knight, Ch. Prol. ver. 
839. Sire clerk, ib- 842. Sire monk, C. T. 
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3120. Sire man oflawe, ib. 44bS. It was so 
usually given to priests, that in the time of 
Edward IV. it cr*pt even into Acts of Parlia^ 
nent Mr. Tyrwhitt ^ems not to have been 
aware tfait '' the three Syss vMch only were in 
request of old, (nobatronj vicount> earle^ nor 
marquesse^ beiDg then in vs^) were Sir King, 
Sir Knight, and Sir Ptiesir Sie A Deca- 
cordon of Ten QnodKbeticall Questions con* 
ccming Religion and Stat^ Ac. Newlf ini» 
printed, 4to. 160S, p. 53. 
SiniHDj becoaungi soitable. Ch. F. L. yer. 14]> 
380. The imial expsewon of o«r:,old writen 
in pcow as well as poetry, fixxn Chaucer to 
leaser. Yet we ^ften find it. wrkteui a« a 
pretended cotreGtiMu JMng. \^\» used as the 
French, U sM, it nte no^ k is not becoming. 
See Chaucer, Bom* R. ves» 750. ed, Urr. 

It Mi» ber wondirivdl to 101;. 
See also Spenser, F» Q. i. i. 3Q9 L viii. 33, ftc* 
Skt^ a shadow, Gam^ IUustr.p.^9. Gt.^mu 
Slsp, slbp^ Sax. slept Ch. ProL ver. 98, 399* 
Slih, sly, cunning, ingenious, Gow. h ver. 3L 
Wicliffe writes it slj/gh, and Chaucer's editors 
slie or sligh. The word is derived fram the 
Anglo-Sax. sliih. 
$MALi» soft, sweet. Ch. F. L. imt. 180. 81^ in 
Fairfax's tianslation of Tasso*s Gier. lib. B. 16. 
, St 62. . 

StmvtnMeAtoiik tiXiMemua, 
And with tweet lookes her niieei mn^ interiaoed. 
3c 
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Smbhtb, appan^tly f^ adverb, nuartlff, Ch. 

Prof. Ter. 149. ^ . 
Smititb, smite ye. CJk. Prol. yer. 784. 
Snsw^ Sax«,tofnowj;, to hf^fe^gn^jfA^ndtMf 

fP««?4 9^nf-?lfee- %rvio-{<|ISAteadHig,)»p ; 
.«'(»'% mW>* *'«*fl*«ito«ft|WU*<'. bsjt oc Save 

lAMvU^Itf «W»dfc5«?di«%|fiBaT?a*H^f?4et 

cafled fo*QI.«»VmiistfeldSLan!p4fec^3t«?to- 

ifillvqB.fMli»)the^p<rf^<8r dSSSicSS'^'^ai^ 

Ywaine and^iMtfT ^ ** -^ -V^ ^^ ^^'•"^ ■ 

Of loffdct and ladies of that connire, 
BOS TWfljMlftn^iWHiitai^q"* vl .aT<ijod 

bnfitnlilfif ^dlhMbrrkHlsViit gi»d,i6 iiidvnv 
oafiq B^Si^n^MfiinK^HB iud ; noiees-irjxd et ii 



Bj^.^tWK>44|{>^ eiariolsH bos ifiomucae * 

quenta to appear in Ecclesiastical courtsj^'^nbw 
called an Apparitor. Ch. Prol. ver. 625. &c. 
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SoH*, Sue a soil. Ch, Prtd. ver. 79, 338. 
Soot, 80«, swrnw, Sax. sweet. Ch. F. L. ver. 
117, 317, &c. 

S00TB£Y, 80THLY, tTUty. Ch. F. L. VtT. 18S^ 547. 

Sop, Fr. a' piece -of bread dipped in any sort of 
liquour. t;%i Proi. ver. 336.* So Mr. Tyr- 
whitt defines > ^. 9Xpnmtm. - 1%erer is here 
perhaps an alhuia%<? honwveri* >whnh ^be has 
overlooked. ■'n»''^fOf»»tkfi % '^np fili^ toine : 
Sifdi is die ^xpt^icpn in^'o^f «f the<>oId F** 
bliaux, sotfpe en vtn; which is explained, 

,."h^ PW'WB^ dtfifijjc m^oqueH'oii ap;* 

V^^ff. ^,.J?9»fiRff^IlfVb<IMW^«i'*In<*>«. Fa- 

)'»^!*H'5^ % .iWf ^^*^» n<8l». Hd^flWfrMciod. 

SOT?^,Fr,,,ajH-.c-C8K*.AaV«te<|01t') ^ 

ScixpyNBnir«9^. {^ ipt^q^S^ymtflv.'^^ 131. 

Soow^,]^. jJo^ifliuM*. o^ «»'Kf efc M7., 'o^ 

SOOT^ to sop. Ch, F.L. Vfftv/|}7.b u: on >. 

SoDPia, supper, die evenine meal. Ch, ProL 

ver. SW. ^_^j_^ Jo80ibj5[bacw»noir; 

Soort^ Fr. snppHf^ pljiaiH, fiy^iftwfc f.Wf. 803. 

Snaa> ooinouMci. ,- ^(^ i#f«f« ^ ^Mrbsfittt Mr. 
Tyrwhitt, at fiw^ pwjiM s t Ji «>ttritiy i niAw t UMl 
diis expresHon; but afterwaidHiifet^ihh a pas- 
sage^in ,w^.,4|pM^ app^fld,ii# eomtiaiM, 

' Beaumont and Fletdier's Ma$ftfi0i9fr, v^ 3. 
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Fy I no comiption**^-*- . ^ 
Cki Take it; it is your't; 

"Be not BO ipiced^ it lAjgooi gold I ^ 
J^d goodness is no g[sll to the comciaice. 

. I am enabled |to illu3(;fate tl^s e^qpressioti more 
fully by pn^icxtract /r9m.4;.;work, earlier than 
that whicb,.Afyr "S^Trw^ i:^f»»,oT^ least car- 
ries us . backajtor^r^ftoter V^^, See *' Q41C9- 
jUjt^s. of ji|[pfi^Jlc^.an4 plQ»ant Conceming^ 
>lkjed of bjfjUfo o{(^ §^^i!KCf» &c* k*^o. Loud. 
1594^ p. 1^«. ''. I rememf^ how ^ej dallied 

' cut the matter like CSuuiceni Frier at the firsts 
voder pret«Qoe of $ficed ^plinease/' 

SfTrnb agaik a kaj^^ C^. Iflustr..p* 132. To 

; apurn ;^i^3^ nail j ^J^no^ipblyj ;|.pi»yerbial.ex- 

Sqpisi^ Fr^ aqg^tV^i .Ch'iPvjJil^^'ver.'r^, ^ ^, 

p. 132. As in Chaucer, (J. 'j;, ,^r^^(^95,.,. 

vi. AadrtaiJki#l«N^aP^^ r.^^r 

SnrxKj the sound. G&w. IL v^. 47« 5b Chau* 
• €tov C# T. *veift Jfl664ti '^- 4 > .^» ^ • -o . .. ^j 

^^rUe^bki^thi^VepIeMksil^to ^ 

SaloudeaManrtbajriilftcntfiynNMN^ ui 1.' 

SfBWii, % small poi»l'Ibrfl8h.^C*. JPf-ii/r^^cr. 

Sror, Sax. Cfc/ -Prol.- w*? 617, ' iff. Tyrwhitt 
takeg «n>if to b« put hete fi>r tf(M( tile Saxon 
word for a sttdfion; al^iigli a «/ot signified 
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properly a btdlock, -a!»4t«ttll^dbe»iin the North. 
But see Chalmers's Gids»..Poet Work» of Sir 
David Lyndsay/ in V: Stot ^ A yotmg horse^ 
Bay and Coles. Ahgto-Sax. ^equui vilis.'* See 
also Strode; Dift.^^^Sax: et^ Goth. *' SiifUe, 
eqihis vHis: Chart, ad cal6. C. IL 'Beh/' 

Stroi^e, Sk>u ashore, Cfc; \?rot ver; 18J 

Sjte^B, 2%. ^frfb^.^.23;'artd^5: Pj^ef. p. 14«; The 
i)W?(r54*fcical S<r()rfe/te ivhenrf/jcfflitly Wlltf the 
^tndrai Gott;a*', Ohi&cer toe2(S' H^ TroiliitSJ Vas 

^ '^bably JlttQ)fc Sf rodftr, o^Mertdi'CdUe^ciOx- 
foia. Mr.T3TWWttaaAs;tfij(t^A.1V^ 
made the anfiqiiitfi^ bf tfbt tdUeglB li'^ar^e^^^^ 
^objefc^ oHhi^Htn^irtcs, e^fit'bnly 6f htei,^ ** Ha- 
^Diru»ATftsS*bi]il:/ae**^esf<^V^ tibster cata- 
k>gus. Foetafuit ef^lkrsifieavtt^librUM Oegia- 
cwn tacat. ' Fhantdima 'jRdAU^A'^' Clitruit 
GiacocLxx;'" Sonie^ of his logtetfl works are said 
to be extant in print.* Venfet. 1517.' fto. » Ito- 
nefj'in v. ^nton^s. "' * ► 

Si;rFi$AKCB^ Fr. -suffieiedoj^flatMiCiac^n. ' Ch. Prol. 

SoS LB FOYLB DS YSRT MOY^ ^M W VOf ^QLY fOSUR 

BST zsmmtUft* J)»]»Wy, .)^; Vp«ww of a 

favourite £nnch 9oog$ pctsoodeau. Ch. F. L. 

. irei\.,li;7, J^f8. , ;5he^.wo>!^ ve>, how^ve^, fpr- 

rupted; and in the Translation of the f r^och 

yrrfmv^ ii>i ChaqQ^T sv)^oin^;<o ^^^y'^ ;Crlo«p*ry> 

, it.96 proposed. to r^d^ '' 5ii^ la fe.uille devers 

mojh son e<. mm ^V' TMt i»f ''.Uppn the 
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leaf by me^ his and my pleasant heart is 
asleep/' no. ►- ■-■ - •. 

ScjspBCT, siifpicion.1 ^ Oi. Pr^l. yjftti 3^. r 
SwnT, Sax<:, fainted. r.<^.>Cvr/«<'Ver;«360«. As in 
tb<^q»tit€tfb^7«S^. 9mM^7 »• 

. .A^sHM^^^p^^ ipH slutted tl)^dif,»li^; . in ^., 
SiTRsiiB, fiaxcTonrraptmrsofHiitti^ej vuekd^ ^(}%« 

Siviaa^ fttt.vIJib%farH 1%.^li¥^.^vl«rJi«892^bot 

noi^ i''v^f lb/ ,i^rfl3:oo) Mar* gmn^'i •/ id.lio- 

XailiAu^ v£Eh. ^.iA*a9dirarl) ftSUcrx mtdii^^ of «lie 

'^fobeliewether^ilgfimalE'^teiJwrer^bemi vrnd^^qoid 

.^rto( faaite kappsliploin l^SSy.m^y^isttpgp^ their 

bii^pmixm/h^ tiUrfdII6ififlig iitootiptionpaitiibbl ia 

. ttSliiftnb^ Bcnd npaSn iklaoEn :ttDir>adfed fhe 

')T|IbotrinbSoullnrarlD9 ^^BIm is tli; dnsiwlMire 

rfiir.dFnffirej^^pUDcar «ndgtiieslwent^ii(ir)il|l. 

. grBnr>bdgedt iobiheir jknttney^ OahtBihilty, 

Ss d^dend^ o£« Tetfy hreeemidBtf JwenUghtwp- 
pose it to have been propagated to us by jB8w>- 
ficbsim^ ofMftithfiil taansoriiii .ban Ibe.jvtty 
time, tart mdiickily thevfa is.t^pigoQkl^reasknrlto 
be aannled *at the iptt lSnum%iti<m of tins vost 
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^VM not earlier than the hst century. Mr. 

Speght^ who appears to have been inquisitive 

concerning this inn in* 1597i has left us this 

accountof itin his Glossary^ V. Tabard; ''A 

jaquet or.sleveleste ceate^ MH)rAe in times past 

by nobkflUMi^in ikerMures^ but (now onely by 

Iieraultr9>jaad <»' e»IM^ fheyre'^Mte^ of armes 

in seftiae. ^Itsis tK«hS]gaeaafaK>Inne in South^^ 

warke by London, withiiBtheMhidi ittr'^he 

lodgii^of tihe AMotfof Hydbt>i<y WhichesleR 

This was the hosteby where Chaucer and the 

. other pilgrims mett together, and, with Henry 

Baily their hoste, accof^ed about the manner of 

theirjoumey to Canterbury. Andwhereasthrough 

Hlinie itsMhiiift mififi desaied^'Wis ji6wj)y Mas- 

IteiidSRalani antl^^ffieB^iMntflDhaBiv/tbeiirto 

^a^ajHicdi atBwl^riwpdB^'diidiltithyeeayoiltot 

(flDclan imndhdeafcretsmigrf^Ii^^erlreQaptQof 

r«any(g9Ms?^I(efil^ inicii|ltsfffq^ ^^ ^ohd 

: liAfbtem^Aqt9?^he yfrnuUHhkr^ hrfveoomitled 

'*(l6 1niisdoBdi;faonddije!mfiq9 baa pdrs^Jeftit 

v^hwifateb jMitaipedkRrtf l^iattmituaBdnhtMipro- 

I&Uy.im^ib^e9digbfl«^aifrooUfi|^ 

fSlidnmddS^ ltei|S!dfa4 n^ikrder tbd^faodemithe 

■s&X^ ^^ ^^ b^jfigfiqoiq nssd dvfif! ot ti 9goc 
Tam,^ naA, mrwmmO ICtbiArdb veiidMe. 

Tuisbk; Br. a)ilK|lMitif laftottyj£fVM«'Pr«& m^t. 
. 364. 
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Tapstekb^ Sax. a woman who has the care of the 
tap in a pubKck-house, Ch. Prel. ver«2il. 
That oSice, formerly^ was lumaUy executed, 
Mr. Tyrwbitt says, by women. See the Ad^ 
venture of Hu FardKmsrt mud the TapUerc, in 
the Conthniation of die Csufiterbury Tales, p. 
594. ed. Urr. In anoAer place (note on C, 
T. ver, 2019.) Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, tbmt the 
terwiNKioii 9tr€, or sUr, was used to deaote a 
female, like triM in Latio. Thus a fcmale 
baker wm called a bakeUer, a fenalr brewer 
zirewe$ter. See. ashereihelady of Aetqi is 
denomfnated tspetere. 

TsMtMnvu, cloth of Tan. Ch. F. L.ynt. 9\% 
Chaucer mentiot» ^ clodies of Tars,*' in his 
Kn. Tale. Mr. WartOD says, that Taru does 
HOC mean Tmrmu ia Cifida^ but is radier an 
abbreviation for TartarH^ ot Tartmriunu That 
it ¥FBs a cosfly stiifT appears from hence : ^ Et 
ad faciendum nnum jupoun de Tariarj/n blu 
ponderat cum garteriis blu paratis cum boudles 
et pendants de argento deaurato.'* Comp. J. 
Coke, Provisoris Magn. Garderob. temp. Edw. 
III. It often occurs in the waidrobe*accounts 
for furnishing tournaments. Du Cange says, 
that this was a fine cloth manufactured in Tbr- 
tcery. Gloss, in V. Tartarium. But Skinner 
derives it from Tortona in the Milanese, and 
cites Stat. 4. Hen. Vin. c. vi. Hist, of Eng. 
Poetry, i. S64i Among the goods bequeathed 
by Eleanor Bohun, duchess of Gloucester^ who 
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died in439f>» u " an lit petit ptir tffl clos«t de 
bl8ne•«artaft^t.A:c.'^ j^tek^^ Rdyal :Wills, 
p. 189i- See.dK>Re4uefart;.i8l0M. delaLangue 
Romaoe : 7a7ta^-«Di«e. d^Meffe die Tairtarie. 
TwcBjt, Sax. to-tteiebj^ Bk.-Prdf. vef. ?10. 

SoBthe i>liMln.*p. S6ir« «4rin tbtf liber l^cs- 
tfvaiiil panted' 4if QnAn in MBS; the se- 
eanAf^miuidmni i8,^i2M# ifeMi MivaMur in 
voMtoA* h0fj^rfutflitf'tf/<;<74r!snd;(ite.tQ«ifiiiU 
tmHidmdkMeA'vfmtiheiUnthdhdtmlk:^*aie 
s^oirrcomiftiMi di aahmnable ii\.-^;%e*-ildit 
way to the kingdome of he>Min|ilsiiiniaiMr'in 
thex-QontoiAis^f Gfldfi&ab -»tt»ti»a«iMMk>- 
inw.[in Sved^] 4mi»» JbemliedistnieBiiAe 
xTi day. «( Octr(MMnii)i^' ^ The *4h«ta«fiil 
ovaitfifm of tke^onigiilal aecQoA-'Cl^nnMMhiifli, 
. <:Qhm«» iiMleeA liv^emines' -avdca ^afd Jaftu- 
ence^ c8n4le'«tbri1wtidon^«9tfat»abf(d«ie.pro- 
h«faitieii<ef iiaig«»9ranhipi^4«rkichr|t IfmoaOMm. 
Taint, 49ex. af9ktie», trmAikte fikt ^. «Lc -^fer. 

Tm&mnunn See tf2& ^ntM^Tp. 6% 

Tno^ 8m,- ii0(d«0.a4tniciii6ti«tiTO pr«)«<Hiii. £%. 

jRi. Wf.7L Thos«» . . f.^r. - 

Tho, the* -Goto* A Pw/ p. 139. . 

Thrie, THRiBS^ Sax. tbiice. . Cfe. Pro/, ver. 69, 

564. Usisalty witltet Iftrftft in Gow«; So 

Mies, h e* twice. i 

Tmow, Sax. tiiM. ^A ttuk tht<m, a little ifMle. 

Ch.F.Ls vor. 190. 

5d 
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Thrystcxkx^ the thrush. Ch. S. P. IL ven 24. 
So> in the Rime of Sir Thopas. 
The tkrottd cok made eke his Uj, 
The wode dove upon the ipny 
He saog iul loude and clere. 

Toj in composition with verbs^ is generally, as 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, augmentative; and 
is frequently so employed by our poets from 
Chaucer to Milton. Sometimes the adverb cUl 
is added, To-hrenU were Very hot. Clu F. L. 
ver. S58. To-tere, entirely destroy, jF. L. ver. 
488. 

ToxoBB, Sax. before. Gaw. lUustr. p. 165. 

Tracb, Fr. a track, or path. Chi ProL ven 
176. 

Tkamissbne, a kingdom in Africa. C%. ProU 

^ ver. 57. 

O^BAP^ED, decorated. Ch. F. L. ver. 262. Used 
in this sense by Spenser. 

Tbappourbs, the cloths with which horses were co- 
vered at tournaments. Ch. F. L. ver. 244: 
As in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 2501. ed. Tyi^ 
whitt. " Testeres and trappure%,*' among a 
variety of liameis, or armour^ both useful and 
ornamental, for man and horse* The word is 
now trappings. Barb. Lat. trappatura. 

TREPEGirr. See 27i. Unim. p. 47. 

TwiKNJB, Sax. to depart from a place. Ch. ProL 
ver» 837. Such is the explanation and etymo- 
logy here given by Mr. Tyrwhitt. Mr. Chal- 
mers finds the word in the sense of to part or 
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$eparate, in R« of Brunne; but does not de- 
liver his own opinion as to its Saxon origin. 
No illustration of this kind occurs in Lye's Sax. 
and Goth. Diet. I find the word explained by 
Rttson also^ to separate or part. Gloss. Metr. 
Rom. It is there written twyn, as in R. of 
Brunne tu^nne, 
Tykelniss^ uncertainty, unsteadiness. Ch. lUmtr. 
p. 13L So, in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 3488. 
This woiM is now fU tOed tik^jr. 



V. 



Valiry. See Th. Anim. p. &% 

Vavasour, Ch. Prol. ver. 362. See the note, 
lUustr. p. 251. 

ViNERiB, Fr. hunting. Ch. Prol. ver. 166. If 
the word. Mr. Tyrwhitt says, had in Chaucer's 
time borne any other sense, he would hardly 
have put it in the mouth of Emilia, CafUerb. 
Tales, ver. 2310. The relation '^ of dedes of 
armes and of veneri,'* (i. e* hunting, the 
chace,) forms a part of Arthur's feast in the 
ancient romance of Ywaine and Gawin. . 

Verditb, Fr. judgement, sentence. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 789. 

VwiNicLB, Ch. Prol. ver. 687. The diminutive 
of Veronike. Fr. A copy in miliiatttpe of the 
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picmre of Cfaristj which is supposed to have 
been miraculoasly imprinted upon a handker- 
. chi^^ preserved in the church of St. Peter at 
Rome. Da Cange, in V. VeronUa. Madox, 
JPorm. AagL p. 43L Testam. Joh. de Nevill. 
an. 1386. Item Domino Arehiepiseopa Ebo^ 
rum fratri meo i. vestimenium rubeum de 
vehiet cum le varonike (r. '6etonik4) in grants 
rowrtmi desftiper brondata (r. hroudaia). It 
was usual for p^eii^iis Yeturfiing from pilgrim- 
ages to bring with them certain tokens of the 
several places which they had visited; and 
therefore the Pardoner^^ who is just arrived 
from Rome^ is represented, with a vemicle 
sewed upon his cappe. See P. PI. Vis. fol. 
28. b. 

'■" ' An-hundred samples on hys hatte sette, 

Sygnes of Sinay and shelles of Cdtc6, [£ Galice,] 
And many a firoudb on bis cMce and kayes of Rome^ 
And tha Venioie lMifi»e, fiw men should ktumt 
And se by by» signoti whpn be spqght faadde. 

.Such is Mr. Tyrwhitt'9 ilhistratioir. See also 
' Th. Anini. p. 49. 
VfiBmjow9> Ft. active, efficacious. Ch. Prot. ver. 

361. 
ViGiLK, Fr. the eve of a festiva}. Gh. Pi*oL ver. 

ViLANiE, Fr. any thing unbecoming a gentlemari. 
Ch. Prol. ver, 70* BdsenesS; impropriety, 
ProL 146k Shie Boquefort, Gloss, de la Langue 
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Rom. in V. '' Injure^ outragej insulte, mauvais 
traitement^ affront" Rom. de la Rose : 

Si tnauldie et excommenie 
Tous ceus qui aiment viknU, 
Viluinie le rilaiti fait, &c. 



u. 



17 or F, htoii. Gow F.P. p. 103, &c. Common 

in old French. See Oloss. Fabliaux, &c. edit. 

Memi, vol. i. 464. "U: ou, vel; oik, tiW/' 

Mr. Wart<Mi, however, chose to alter the an- 

eient word in Gower. 
UKCoNNiNo, Sax. ignorant. Ck. F. L. ver. 59^1 • 

So used in the Canterii. Tales, ver. SS95. ed. 

Tyrwhilt* 
l^ssrosGrrB, Sax. seizes, tdtes; Gaw.IUustr/ 

p. 165. 
Ukdbsgbowb^ undergrowit, of a low stature. Ch. 

Prot. ver. \h6. 
UHNfftR, Sax. scarcely. Ch. F. L. vtr. 46, 9I(^. S" 
UvpBYSBD, Fr. unweighed, unpoized. Gow. A- 

Jiisfr. p; 140. So Chaucer uses 'pdse or foin 

Ibr weigh, Tr. and Qt. lib; iH. ver. 1413. ed. 

Wtt. 

And poiKd wo tnth joyis cdwuerpaise. 
Ul», Sax* tip on lond, Ch. ProL ver, 704. 
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W. 



Wanyth, decreases, declines, Ch. S. P. IL ver. 36. 

Wan, Sax. gained. Ch. ProL ver. 444. 

Wastel-brbde, white bread, or cake-bread. Ch. 
ProL ver. 147. Bread of a better sort; so 
called from wastell, the vessel, or basket, in 
which it was carried or weighed; as it seems 
probable from the following passage : " Octo 
panes in uoasielliSt ponderis cujuslibet vjmtelU 
unius miche conventualis.'' Regist. Wykeham, 
part 3. b. fol. 177. The word wastel seems to 
answer to the French gasteau, a cake. See 
Lowth*8 Life of Wykeham^ p. 68. Note on the 
mess called Mortrell, made of milk and wwiei- 
bred. See also Gloss. Forme of Cury, in V.* 
Wastel. 

Watering of Sbint Thomas. Ch. ProU ver. 828. 
A place for watering horses, which Mr. Tyr- 
whitt supposes a little out of the borough of 
Southwark, in the road to Canterbury. The 
same place, he apprehends, was afterwards 
called St. Thomas a Waterings, probably from 
some chapel dedicated to that Saint. It was 
a place of execution, he adds, in Q. Elizabeth's 
time. See A. Wood, Ath. Oxon. vol. i. 229* 
And, I may add, before her time. See Wea- 
ver's Ancient Funerall Monuments, edit 163]^ 
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p. 436. or the Lord Thomas Fineg, and hii 

accomplices in a murder/ in the year 1541. 
Webbb, Sax. a weaver. Cfc. ProU ver. 364. 
Wbdyb, the wether. CK S. P. II. ver. 18. 
Weed, Sax. (wede,) apparel^ clothing. Ch. F. Z. 

ver. 371. 
Wbnob, Sax. to go. Ch. ProL ver. 21. 
Went, for wanii on account of the rhyme. Ch. 

F. L. ver. 150. 
Wentb, went of wENOB. Ch. ProL ver. 78. 1357. 

Wenien, pi. ver. 823. 
Werbn, Sax. C7i. Prol. ver. 28, 29. Were. 
Werre^ Fr. war. Cfc. Prol. ver. 47. 
Weyeden, weighed. Ch. ProL ver. 456. 
What, Sax. Often used by itself, as a sort of in- 

teijection. C7i. ProL ver. 856. What, weU 

come he the cutte. 
Whelkbs, Ch. ProL ver. 634. See Saus^me. 
Wher, Sax. where. Ch. ProL ver. 423. 
Windsor's (lord) son. See Th. Anim. p. 72. 

Where Mr. Tyrwhitt's assertion, and, from him, 

Mr. Godwin's, are completely overthrown ; the 

existence of lord Windsor being proved, in 

contradiction to what they state. 
WiNNE, Sax. to gain. Ch. ProL ver. 715. 
Wrr, Sax. to know. Ch. Fl. L. ver. 465. So 

Tciteth, understand ye, know ye. Gov). I. ver. 

62. and, in Chaucer, C.T. ver. 9614. 

Aflsaieth it yourself, than may ye witcn 
If that I lie or non in this matere* 
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Wi*rB, Sax; imdeiBtanding, capacity. Ch. PtoU 
^^ver. 748. To fity xd^e. 
WivEB. Sec Th. Anifit. p. 48. 
WoL, Sax. to will. C%. Prol. vcr. 48, 805. 
WoLDE, would. Cfc. Pro/, ver. 144, &c. 
Wonder, Sax. wonderful. CA. F. L. ver. 451. 

The ^me word is used as an adjective in the 

Canterb. Tal^. *' Wonder workes" is a phrase 

employed by Caxton. 
Wo», Sax, cuiitcim, usage. Cft. Prol. Tcr/ 

S37. 
WoNBs, Sax. habitations, territories. Ch:Fl.L. 

ver. 201. 
Woking, 8ax. a dvrelfing. Ch. Prol. ver. 608. 
WoNNi^ Sax. won, conquered. C%. ProL ver. 

51, 59. 
WosT, knowest. Ch. JP. X. ver. 594. For wctest. 

FreqUent in the Canterb. Tales. 
Wrsthsn, twisted. Ch. F. L. ver. 57. See the 

note on the passage. 
Wrigbt, Sax. a workman. Ch. ProL ver. 616 



Y. 



Yap, yavb. Sax. gave. Ch. Prol. ver. 304, 498, 

602. 
Y-BE, been. Ch. F. L. \tv. 375. As in the 

Canterb. Tale^r ver. J0Si75. 
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Y-BORB, bome, CarsMi. t^Ch. ProL vtjr. 880, 

Ybddimcs. Ch. Ptol. vcr. ^37, Perhaps, says 
Mr. Tyrwhitt, a kind of sang, from the Salt- 
geddian, or giddidn, to sing; the Saxon ^ 
often passing into ^. But afterwards h^ says, 
that the Prompiuarium Pare, makes yedding 
to be the same as geste, which it explains thus« 
Geest or Romcrwnce. Gestio. So that of yedr 
dinges may perhaps mean, of story-telling. 
Some editions here corruptly read tidirkges, and 
some weddinges. Mr. Warton has strangely 
converted the word into yelding, which he in- 
terprets dalliance. Hist. Eng, Poet. i. 448. 

Yews, Sax. went. Ch. F. L. ver. 163, 238, 295, 
301, 303, 323. 

Yeman, a yeoman. Ch. Prol. ver. 101. See the 
notes, lUustr. p. 230, 231. 

Yemakrib, the rank of yeoman. See the lUustr. 
p. 231. 

Yerdb, a rod or staff. Gow. I. ver. 91. Ch. Prol. 
149. In the explanation of words, subjoined 
to the edition of P. Plowmans Crcde in 1553, 
yerd is defined a rodd. 

Yevb, Sax. to give. Ch. Prol. ver. 507, 613. 

Y-FALLB, fallen. Ch. Prol. ver. 26. 

Y-Go, Ch. Prol. ver. 288. gone. Go, ago, ygo, 
gon, agon, gone, agone, are all used indis- 
criminately by our old English writers as the 
past participle of the verb to go. See Tooke's 
£grff« Unpoina, VoI. i. p. 463. 
» o 
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Y-pijLBD, picked, spruce. Ch. Prol vcr, 367. 

Y-SENT, sent. Ch. F. L. ver. 424. 

Yteyed, tied. Ch. Prol. ver. 459. Some edi- 
tions here read jiT^/rai'neci. 

YwiMPLEDi covered with a wimple. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 478. 



THE ENDw 



G. Woodftll, Printer, 
Patemostcr-row, Londoiw 
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